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“Did she wear a
neck bearing the initials ‘M.ILL.'?"”
wildly broke in Marguerite. —A lit-
tle gold cross with these letters,
which was mine when I was a girl,
and stood for Marguerite Isabella
Landry, my maiden name, was round
her neck. O madam! in Heaven's
w'"du vou know anything of my

“l Yol - I do! 1 found her, I
brought her up as my own, and she
lives with me now. ‘Just Heaven !
how' mysterious are thy ways!'® ex-

He touched his lips to the small,
white hand, and said: ‘I cannot be
a dependant on any one’s bounty,
not even yours, my dear mother.
Yoa would not have me fold my

Timbers of oak keep the old
homestead standing through
the years. It pays to use the
right stuff.

«Men of oak” are men in

health, men whose
bodies are made of the sound-
est materials,

Childhood is the time to lay
the foundation for a sturdy con-
stitution that will last for years.

It was mearly dark wh
thEd it, and all ll-";uir:l
I"m“:,‘-"“ﬂalikgilent and still. Ray’s

sank as he {
door_ and ent .I.F“Ihﬂd open the.

The first person he encountered

Pet Lawless, who uttered an ﬂﬂE

they
was

claimed the awestruck Lady Maude.
There was a wild cry, and the wo-
man, Marguerite, fell fainting on the
floor.
Nay bore her away in his arms,

and- Pet -hastened out to attend her.
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Ranty actually blushed at the
cpithet, coming as it did from the
father of Erminie.

‘““Would you wish to see Lady Rita?

“Thank you, my lord. Some oth.
er time I will have that pleasure,”’
answered Ranty. ““At present, ‘;FH
have no time to spare; every minute
is precious.””
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Without further parley, the whole
party left the house. A carriage and
horses were in waiting; and a
few moments after they were on
their way. :

Lord and Lady De Courcy seemed
never tired of asking questions con-
cerning Erminie: and Ray expatiat-
ed on her goodness and beauty in a
way to satisly even the most ex-
acting.

“PBeing so beautiful, of course she
might have had many suitors?’’ said
Lady Maude, somewhat anxiously.

“*She might have had, my dear
mother. he seemed so strongly at-

| tached to him already that it be- |
| came quite natural to Ray to call

her mother., But she would listen tg
none of -them.””

“*Thank Heaven for that!’’ said

| L.ady Maude, drawing a deep breath

of relief. “Then her affections are

| still her own?"
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ation of joy as she beheld him.

asked.

' *“Just alive, and no more. The

doctor says he has
to live.’ only a few hours

alive at all,”” said Ray.

Then motioning the others to
low, he passed into the sitting room.

It was tenanted only by the dying
man_and his wife, Marguerite. She
crouched beside him just as Ray had
seen her last—just as if she had never
risen a second since.

Ranty coming last. Lady Maude
trembled like an aspen, and clung
ta‘her husband’'s arm for support.

“Father!’”" said Ray, going over,
and bending down.

He opened his eyes, and looked up,
vacantly at first, but with brighter
light when he saw who it was.

“Back at last!”” he exclaimed.
“And her—have you seen her?"’

““She is here beside you. Come,
my dearest mother!"

of Lady Maude to the couch, and
ghe sank down beside it on her knees
and hid her face in her hands.
A light seemed to flash into the
wan face, lighting up the sunken eyes
of the dying man. He half-raised his
hand, as if to take hers, and then it
' fell heavily on the quilt.
“‘Maude! Maude!’”" he
“can you forgive me before I die?"’
She looked up, lifted her pale,
beautiful face to his, laid her hand
on his pallid brow, and softly and
sweetly murmured:
‘““Yes, as I hope to be forgiven.

dﬂ.tl

His strong chest heaved, rose, and
fell, as if the spirit within were try-
ing to burst its bonds belore its
time.

J “*You have heard all, Maude?"’

“*Ves: all—all.”
“And you forgive me
did you, Maude?"’
“Freely and fully, from my heart
and soul.”

«And you will acknowledge our son
when I am gone? O Maude! 1 lov-
ed yvou through all. I was unworthy
of you; but 1 loved you.as none other
' ever loved before. Maude, where is
he?"”

“Who? Reginald?’’
wyour—Lord De Courcy.
here?”’

| “Yes. My dear old friend, 1 am
| sorry for this,”* said the earl, step-
ping forward.

The dying rover held out his hand,
and Lord I Courcy took it in his
strong clasp.

I am glad you have come—L am
glad you are her protector through
| life. Ilo you remember our last part-
ing, Lord Ernest?"’

~That night? Yes.”
| *“Ah! that night—that night !
| What a different man 1 might have
| lived and died but for that dark, sor-
| rowful night! What trouble and sor-
| row that night caused you, too! It
| turned my poor mother's brain, Lord
| ornest: and—she stole your child!""

«+1 know it."”

“Do you not want
! have you seel her?”’ 1

«Not yet. I will see her soon.’

«Where is iny daughter, Raymond?"’
asked Lady Maude, looking wistfully

round.

“UP
madam,’” said Pet, respectfully.

does not know you are here.
1 go and tell her?”’

“Not just yet,” said Lord
Courcy, ‘‘my dearest love.
your impatience for a few moments—
remembet’, you are in the presence of
the dying. You have waited for her
all these Yyears—you Ccan afford to
wait a few moments longer, now.'’

“How is my gmndm:::-ther?" asked
Ray, in a low tone, of Fet.

«*The samne s you saw her last—in
a sort of dull stupor all the time ;
pneither sees, hears, nor feels, appar-
ently. They brought her up-stairs
this morning, and Erminie has been
with her since.”

++How does Erminie bear the news
of her new-found parents?’’ :

“Very quieti:_l,'—-*with a sort of still,
deep joy not to
words. She
that swect, lovely

soft, beau tiful eyes
3 me to her in dreams,

dd, ain't it? _ And
Ray

the wrong 1

Is he

to see her?—

gtairs, with her grandmother,
i#EhE

Shall

De

.0 Petronilla! is he alive yet?'’ h¢

“Thank Heaven that we find him
fol- |

The earl and countess followed,

He supported the trembling form |

cried out, |

May God forgive you, Reginald, as I |

Subdue |

At the same moment, a change came
over the face of the gipsy's son—a
dark shadow from an invisible wing
—the herald of coming death. "
Both held their breath. ‘Great
throes shook the strong form before
them, and the death-dew stood in
great drops on his brow. Lady
Maude wiped them off, pale with awe.
| The mighty death-agony ceased at
| last, and there came a great calm.
He opened his eyes and fixed them,
' with a look of unspeakable love, om
the face bending over him.
“Maude,”” he whispered, ina voice
80 low that it was scarcely audible,
‘say once more you forgive me."
| She took his cold hand in both
| bers, and bending down, touched her
| lips to his pale brow, while her
| tears fell fast on pnis face.
| The hand she held grew stifl in her
clasp: she lifted up her head, and her
heart. for an instant, almost ceased
to beat. Reginald Germaine, the
| wronged, the guilty, was dead!
| “May God have mercy on his
| soul!” fervently exclaimed Lady
Maude.
| “Amen,”” sadly and solemnly re-
|ﬂpnnded her husband.

Both arose. At the same moment
the door was opened and Ray ap-
| peared,; holding the pale and agitat-
io{"l Erminie by the hand.
| * Your father and mother, Er-
minie."”" he briefly said, as he again
went out and closed the door.

And in the dread, chilling presence
' of the dead, the long-divided parent
and child were re-united at last.

| CHAPTER XXXIX.
|

. That same night, within that same
' hour, when her son lay cold and
'stark in the room below, the fierce,
turbulent, passionate spirit of the
gipsy-queen passed away.

Death above, and death below—the
| cold, dread, invisible presence per-
| vading the whole house with a chill-
| ing awe. Voices were hushed to low-

est whispers, foot-falls were muffled: |
|

the deep, fervent joy of the re-united
held in check by its dread majesty.
There was a subdued lustre through
the house when morning broke. Iet
and Erminie, very pale and very si-
lent, had arrayed mother and son for
the grave; and mnow, side bY side,
they lay, white, and still, and rigid,
in the pale, leaden dawn of the morn-
ing that dawned for them in vain.
Stern, and still and silent, Ray sat
by t ¢ bhedside, gazing, in tearless
grief, on the lifeless forms Dbefore
him. Near him sat Lord De Courcy,
with a look of deep sadness, which
not even the joy of meeting Erminie
could totally eflace from his fine fea-
tures. Kuneeling beside her dead hus-
hand. with her face hidden in
hands, was the woman Marguerite,
swaving back and forward in voice-
less grief. Her first cry had been to
be restored to her child, but Lady
Maude had soothed her and prevail-
ed upon her to wait until they could
all return to the city together. Worn
out and fatigued by her rapid jour-
ney, Lady Maude lay asleep in Er-
minie's little bed; and Erminie sit-
ting beside her, with her arms clasp-
ad round her neck, her beautiful head,
with its wreath of golden hair lying
on her breas( was asleep L00. Ran-
ty Lawless had ridden off to Judes-
town to prepare for the funeral,
good-naturedly taking upon himsell
all the trouble in order to spare Ray.
- And lastily Petronilla, looking as
| gtjll and serious as though a laugh
had never dimpled her cherry lips,

dressing everything in white, arrang-
ing flowers in vases, and imparting a

of death.
Early in the day the news spread

abroad, and svmpathizing neighbors
hegan to drop iu with offers of aid
and assistance. Among
| the admiral, looking unspeakably
doleful and lugubrious; and when et,
:n as few words as possible, related
what had happened, the deayr, erustLy.
soft-hearted old heau was S0 affected
that he was obliged to rush from the
house and wipe his stormy, old cyves,
unseen, under the lee of Ringbone,
which gaunt quadruped regarded him
with displeased surprise. Then came
afr. Toosypegs and Miss Pris:illa,
whose sharp, cankerous
grown ten degrees more unyieldingly
cour and acid with every passing
year. Poor Mr. Toosypegs Wwas SO
sincerely grieved at the death of
» that he took out his
relieved his mind by

of mingled sorrow

Her tears fell fast for her

whom, deeply as she had wronged
her, sternly as she had ever treated
still loved; but they fell on
's breast, and a father's
bowed head. She
realize believe all
tched

her |

| moved on tip-toe about the housec, |

softened beauty to the grim reality |

them came |

“But you, at least, will not think
df leaving us so soon,’’ pleaded Lady
Maude: “‘consider how short a time
since we have met, and how long we
|h.l.1'n been parted. Indeed, 1 will not

Hear of parting with you yet.”
said

we all

| _*'On, pray, Ray, don’t go.”
Erminie, gently; “what could
ever do without you? Do stay, like

“You must have a heart of flint if
you can resist all these pleadings,”’
said Lord De Courcy, drawing Er-
minie fondly toward him. °° Come,
Miss Lawless, will you not aid my
little girl, here, in persuading this
ungrateful scapegrace of ours f(rom
| running away?'’”
| “Oh, there is no use im me asking
anybody to do anything,’” said Pet,
coloring slightly yet looking saucy
still, “because they never do it; i
| Minnie—beg pardon, Lady Erminie—
| can’t persuade him, then there is no
' use in my trying.”’
| “Now, Pet,” said Erminie, Tre-
| proachfully, and blushing at her new-
found title.

“Come, my dear boy, consent to
stay with us for some weeks, at
least,”” said Lady Maude, jooking up,
coaxingly, in his handsome face.

soyyur ladyship's will is my law,”’
' said Ray, a smile breaking through
the grave sadness of his face.

«That is right! when are We to
start, my lord?”

“Early to-morrow, if wyou like.
| Mrs. Germaine,”” he said, glancing at
| Marguerite, «+1 know, is impatient to
| embrace her daughter.
| *1 wish you were comming, o0,
Pet,”" said Erminie, going over and
putting her arm around Pet's small
waist.

““And why
Lady Maude, looking
| Pet's changing face;
| lighted to have her with us.
come, my dear.”

1 thank your ladyship, but I can-

not.
«Now. Pet, why? You can <come

if you like,"” said Erminie.

“Indeed 1 can’t Erminie; I must
 stay and console Uncle Harry for our
| 1oss. The man of war on the man-
tel-piece will be guite inadequate 1o

the task, and there he will be in
sackcloth and ashes, rending his gar-

can she not?” said
kindly down in
e will be de-
Do

| ments and tearing his hair—""

““His wig, ¥You mean,”” broke in

Ranty.

*Jtanty, be still.
oblige you, Lady Erminie, but jyou
perceive 1 can t. 1t is one of the
cardinal virtues consoling the afflict-
ed, and 1 am trying to cultivate all
the virtues preparatory to taking the
black veil one ol these days, and be-
coming a nun.”’

1 should like to

«Not if I can help it,"" said Ray, |

coming over.
+"Well. but you can’t help it, ¥you
| know.” said Pet, turmng red, but
flashing defiance in a Way that made
Lady Maude smile, and reminded Er-
minie of the 1'et of other days; “‘and
now I really mus’ go before it gels
any later. Erminie, I'll come over
early to-morrow
1 will not Dbid

Ranty—"" ,
«*(Oh. never mind Ranty,”" interpos-

ed Ray: “‘let mme be your gscort home
for once, Pet.
me now. 1 have a great many things
to =y 10 you."””

Pet colored vividly, but she did nol
refuse, and nodding a good-bye to the
rest. they left the cotliage together.

«Can we not prevail upon you at
least to accompany Us back to the
city?'" said Lady De Courcy to Ran-

| ty, when they Were gone.

«Come, say yes, Mr. Lawless,’” said
Lord De Courcy, laying his hand on
Ranty’'s shoulder, in his kind, cordi-

| al manner. <Erminie must not part
with all her old friends at once.”

Se it was arranged they should

| start the following morning.

rode over to sec Ferminie off, and
tears stood in the dancing eyes of
the elf as she bade her good-byve. As

you good-bye Now.

| for Erminie, gshe wept audibly as the |

| earriage rulled away, ant the home

| of her childhood was left far behind. |
' She strained her eyes to catch o last |

glimpse of the prelty little vine-em-
bowcered cotlage on the lonely bank,
and watched the blinding

| white Squall fading away in the dis-

| tance as if it had been the face of an | : d
! here?’”’ asked his lordskip.

old friend.

Nothing of any importance occur=
| red during the journcy. The whole
party arrived safely in the city, and
were domesticated with the friend in
whose house the earl and countiess

were staying.

Ray passed a week with the family
in Daltimore, and then returned to
Judestown—on business, he said, but
as more than one of the party
shrewdly guessed,
found her Wwor
and unbounded
| of that most upright gentleman upon
jearning all that had transpired dur-

the growing powers of children,
helps them build a firm
foundation for a sturdy consti-
tution.

Send for free sample.

SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists,
Toronto, Ontario.
50c. and $1.00; all druggists.
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Our Stock comprises the many
ait cles you need for the comfort and
clegance of home, and our reputation
is a guarantee that you will get just
what we advertise—the most up-t0
date Furniure made and atright prices.
You'll recognize their goodness as
soon as you see them—they show
their quality

Call and let us show you tnrougn
,ur warerooms. An inspection will
mean a purchase.

Auderson, Nugent

THE LEADING FURNITURE DEA-

| Tady De Courcy s SO0,

terms, shown the door: the Intter

and see you off. so

Come, do not refuse |

| light when she heard of it,

LERS OF LINDSAY.

were 1Wo Very
diflerent personages; and his worship,
the judge, was graciously pleased to
give a prompt assent. The first
would have been, in no Very choice
was
taken by the hand and cordially told
after the manner of fathers in the
play, to stake her and be happy.
which Pet assured him he would find
some difficulty in being, once she was
his wife.

And so our Pel wWas
Jast: and Ray returned to Baltimore
to inform his frier ds of his sSuUcCess,
and make arrangements  for their
marriage, which the judee, who
thought it would he something added
to his already overwhelming digmty
to be father-in-law of the son of a
pecress, desired might take place as
soon as possible.

Erminie clapped her hands with de-
and Lady
Maude, whose heart the wild elf had
taken by storm, expressed her heart-

a-'.-"_.';_:_"l"-."l a2l

| felt pleasure.

Pet |

top of the |

«+ And vou must return with us to
Exgland as soon a8 you arc marri-

od,” said Lord De Lourcy 1o the

bridegroom-eiccl.
-+ And we wil all live Loge ther
it will be so nice to be neal [Cet?®*”
said Erminme, delightedly.
Rav laughed and shook his head.
““We may accompany Vou to Eng-
land, as Loth Pet and 1 desire Lo
visit it, but our future home must be

On,

| here.

“Why not in England as well as

“Oh, well, for many reasons. Omne
is, Petronilla would mnever consent ;
another is, that I am too much at-
tached to this land of my adoption
to wish to leave .it for anv other =
(Concluded on l'age 2.)
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E MOST NUTRITIOUS.

EPPS'S GOGOA

# nlndmlrl.hla food, witt;h all
fitted to build up and maintsin
robust health, and to resist
winter's extreme'cold Scld
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