priate, that our hearts and minds

ameless will be destroyed in

spirit—a spirit-being. He died as :
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that the saintly dead pass immediate-
ly to glory and the unsaintly to Pur-
gatory or to eternal torture.

rise not,”” if that is an impossibility
50 far as the world in general is con-
cerned, then it is an impossibility so

which is his Body,” sharers with
him in the First Resurrection, his
Bride.
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According to_the Gospel of Christ, | far as Christ is . e Next in processional order following
of which St. Paul d that he | Christ ‘be not risen,”” then aﬁngﬂp::t: the Bride class, the ““very elect,” will | '

was not ashamed, the dead are to be
esteemed "as though they were aslee

—at rest from all the commotion an

turmoil and strife, ignorance and su-
perstition and sin and trouble inci-
dent to the present reign of sin and
death. They have truly entered into
rest, whether they were saints or sin-
ners. When the time for their awak-
ening gshall have come in the Millen-
nial morning of Christ’s reign of right-
eousness, surrounding conditions will
be very different from what they are
to-day, thank God! Then Satan will
be bound, the Bible assures us (Rev-
elation xx., 1-3), and the ignorance
selfishness and

all faith, is vain. And all preaching
is not only foolish, but worse. (Bee
I. {.';urmthians xv, 14.) *“But now 1is
Christ risen from the dead and be-
come the first fruits of them that
slept.”* The 'mere awakening from
sleep, as in the case of Lazarus, Dor-
cas and others, is here left out of the
question. Nothing is counted as re-
surrection except the full, complete
vaising up out of death. Our Lord
wae the ““first that should rise from
the dead” (Acts xxvi, 23), in this full
sense. And he was a first fruits, or
proof, that others still sleeping will
come forth by Divine Power to be ex-

come the “great company” from every
nation, people, kindred and tongue,
the honored servants of the heavenly
Bridegroom and Bride., “The virgins
her companions” (Psalm xlv, 14), will
follow after the Bride into the pres-
ence of the great King Jehovah.
Next in processiomal order will come
the Ancient Worthies {rom faithful
Abel down to John the Baptist, the
greatest of the prophets. But these
will come forth from the tomb in hu-
man perfection and not in the s irit
perfection of those preceding (He-
brews xi, 3840; Matthew xi, 11). In
their human perfection similar to that
of Adam before his transgression, plus

and superstition, reised by him in th :
O F ‘ O M M E R( E crime, which have for centuries mark- ;,mming_ythﬂ Ml?uen;ﬂmm:ﬂrzsg?f; their development in faith and obed-
ed his reign will gradually draw to a " | ience, these will constitute a first-
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Arrangements have recently been completed under which the branches

close, for the glorious Messiah-King
will not permit them. His reign, on
the contrary, will be marked with the
true enlightenment of all mankind ;
and the result will be, as foretold;
namely, “Every knee shall bow and
every tongue confess to the glory of
God” (Isaiah xlv., 23).

The Church will be the next in order
—she is to be the Bride-Consort of the
Great King and to participate with
him in his glorious work of upliiting
the race which feli from the Divine
image into sin and death through
father Adam. The redemption-price
has been provided in the death of

fruits of Israel and of the world of
mankind. Under their ministration,
supervised by the glorified ones be-
yond the veil, the work of restitution
and uplifting the captives of sin and
death will progress until, at the close
of that thousand years of the reign
of righteousness, every human being
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order” (I. Corinthians XV, 23). The
saintly believers, who alone are fully
pleasing to God, will come forth in
the First, or chief, or preferable, Re-
surrection—come forth perfect, on the
gpirit plane, like unto the angels and
like unto their glorified Redeemer, to
be his joint-heirs in his Millennial
Kingdom and its great work of re-
instructing and ruling
and uplifting all the “groaning” fami-
lies of the earth (Romans viil, 22).
Thus will be fulfilled God’s romise to
the spiritual Seed of Abraham, “‘In
thy Seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed” (Galatians iii, 29).
Gradually, after dealing with the liv-
ing nations to some extent, the sleep-

I am not stating this as something
new, although I am confident that 1t
is new to many.of my hearers and fo
many of the eighteen millions who
will read my discourse in to-MOTTOW
morning’s papers. For the sake of
such. I note the fact that in the
morning of our Lord’s resurrection,
he said to Mary, “Touch me not; for
[ am not yet ascended to my Father
and your Father; to my God, and
your God” (John xx, 17). 1 remind
them further of the language of the
so-called Apostles’ Creed, which is
coming more and more into VOgue
with all denominations and which
declares, “He descended into hell and
rose again the third day.” In a ver-

All the blessings which, in God’s
providence, are not coming to the
Church during this Gospel Age, and
111 the blessings that in the Millen-
nial Age will flow through natural
[srael, “‘the rebellious also,” and all
the blessings that will fiow through
[srael and its New Covenant to all
the families of the earth, proceed di-
rectly or indirectly from the great
vietory which our Lord Jesus gained
over sin and death. Our text
context, as well as the Psalm from
which the quotation is made, bears
out this thought. It is because our
Lord descended, because he left the
heavenly glory, and because, In har-
mony with the Father’s will, our Re-
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