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Copyright, 1898, by Hamper & Beothen !

{Continued from Page 4.)
CHAPTEx V..

PON the third day after the
events of the preceding chap-

ter Mrs. Main aonounced a

visitbr, banding me at the

game time a card on which was print-
ed with an abundance of flourishes and
ornament “Mr. Morris Barnett.,”

to business.
“I have come over, Mr. Greatorex,”

great favor.”
I did not see any very strong reasﬂn

why [ should favor a client of Mr. |
Morria Barnett, but [ murmured that
I was always glad to be of service to

my fellow cre:turm
“The fact is, sir,” be resumed, laying

his hat and stick upon a chair and |

drawing a packet of papers from his |

“my firm bas a client who is | "o o polite enough to suppose so with

pocket,
related to the ancient Vyvian family,

the original owners of this castle, as |

you are no doubt aware, and he has
been informed that you have come into
possession of this very beautiful estate
in accordance with the will, If I mis-
take not, of the late Mr., Kesteven.”

He looked at me inquiringiy, and 1
told him that his information was quite
correct.

“I zather, Mr. Greatorex,” he contin-
ved afably, “that you have been until
comparatively receutly a. stranger Lo
these parts and that, in short, you have
no particular ties in the county?”

“That is true,” sald I.

“My client, sir, has naturally—you
will understand the motive—a desire to
purchase the property, Iif you are dis-
posed to meet him and we can arrange
terms. Aud that, shortly, is the ob-
ject of my visit.”

Mow, you will easily conceive that,
falling in the present circumstances,
this set my blood humming. Here was
yet another, and within a few days of |
the demise of the old proprietor., who
must needs come clamoring for a sale
of the castle, The fact stirred my cu-
riosity—nay, to speak truly, infiamed
me with something very like excite-
ment.

“And what, then, Is your proposal,
Mr. Barnett*"' 1 asked calmly enough.

I was sharp enougzl to notice a gleam |
of satisfacton pass over his face, but
he displayed none of his triumph in his
very businesslike tone,

“Ah well, Mr. Greatorex,” said he,
lolling back in kis chair, *you see these
old places are more matters of senti- |
mential than profitable investment.”

“True,” said I shortly, “and men are |
usually willing to pay a high price for
sentiment.”

“Ah, no, Mr. Greatorex,” said he
promptly, shaking his head, and bhgre
there was a real touch of gutturals,

“you mistake. My client is not a ['lLl.l
man, but he hankers after the place of |
his fathers. It would mean much to |
him." _

“It means a zood deal to me,” said L |

“How much?®" said Barnett suddenly.

“Supposingz I said £20,0007%"

He held 111- his bhands. “My dear sir,
my dear sir!” he repeated and stared |
at me a3 if my audacity had plucked |
away s wils,

“Why not® I asked.

Mr. Barnett was thoroughly enjoying |
himself,

“Do you know what landed property |
Is selling at, Mr. Greatorex?" he asked |
confidentially. “It is practically a drug
in the market, sir, juqt now."

“Then,” said I, “will you kindly 'EI*k
plain, Mr. Barnett, how it comes ﬂl-llf:
I have had two n:aﬂ'ers within a week
of my inheritance® l

“Abh,"” he said meditatively, ruhbmg'
his chin.

“It looks as if this particular proper- |

ty was not a drug in the market,
doesn’t it?" I asked.

“To be sure,” he remarked vaguely.
and then, recovering himself, resumed |
Lis gentle smile. “But let us come back |

to business, Mr. Greatorex. Shall we
say £5.0007"
He cooed at me enticingly. Hlis as-

sumption that we had wandered into

Mr. Birnett held #p hia honds.
the reginug of fapney atil Foibanee Fes

Risd e, il | liFake FoFth 1ddghiiig.
YAl well” anll he, gFiHRINGE trﬂﬂﬁ-tt
helivally, "we iight ﬂmhﬁ i £7,500

wilh tiiediale pussesalng.”

CALE. BaFaetd” said | gravels, ”}JH!FI
chigid seeiia fa have beea bora Lan ldia
Ly 8 huRdred Fears.”

“i dare say, Mr. Greatores, that my
elient waould go te the length af .l_’.lti*lll-i] _
Bpon my adyiee"

*Thenu 1 should certainly keep my
advice to myself, Mr. Barnett,” was |
my relort.

his hand and reached for his hat with
the other.

“I fear that my intrusion has been
useless,” he observed.

I said nothing, but waited for him to
reseat himself. He did not, however,

bat, walking to the window, lmkad out |

upon the park.
“Beaatiful!” be cried. *“Charming
prospect! Really, now that I have seen

it, Mr. Greatorex, I feel justified in

advising my client to go a little high-
er”

“I think the view is worth an extra
£5,000,” I suggested.

“I think be might rise possibly to
£15,000, Mr. Greatorex, if you will al-
low me to communicate with my ecli-
ent,” he said softly. “But my client is
& poor man, and it is a ruinous price.”

mmrﬂmeﬂunum
gir?™ said L

Mr. nmetthm

you seem to have agreed for me.”

“It is monstrous!” be said gloomily.
“But my client has set his heart on it.
You shall have your £20,000, Mr. Great-
orex.”

Heﬂmmignedlrmmmue-
lected a document in his pocketbook,
proceeded to unfold it and smooth it
upon the table. Al the spirit was out
of him. He had been worsted and

owed me a grudge, I could perceive.

He |

made a ceremonious entry and politely |
discharged a few courtesies ere he got |

said he suavely, “to see if you are at , offered an explanation against my pro-
ail disposed to do a client of mine a | ‘est.

| cheerfully.
. selling the castle.”

. yelled, and his sallow face spread with

| senting to me a surly demeanor,

. where the channel made an elbow al-
' most at right angles with its former

of Captain Sercombe. A sound of

| prospect of a companion with whum:

. with my eyes fastened upon the point,
. for something familiar in the incident

- captain soon gave me his attention

I began to see a respect for me dawn | 88ain.
fn his eyes. He gathered his papers In |

| to spend my life on the banks of this

“If you have a pen, Mr. Greatorex,”
he said sullenly, “I will fill in the fig-
ures, I have the agreement here.”

“Pardon me,” said I.

He looked up and, meeting my gaze,

“There’'s no time like the pres-
ent.”

“You misunderstand me, sir,” I said
“] have no intention of
He leaped to.his feet. “What!”" he
color. “You said £20,000!"

“Excyse me; no,” I said. *“Your ecli-

ent, Mr. Barnett, did me the honor to
suppose I should be willing to sell, and

him.”

There was never a man in so atro-
cious a temper as my little attorney.
Hiz color went, and he grew a livid
Fellow with passion, and, being now
no longer at the necessity & civility,
he broke into covert Invective, pre-
1 ig-
nored his unmannerliness, but kept my

.llll
ummmmmm
again, shook hishead. =~ = =}

“A stiff price, but I th an man-
age it,” be said. :
“I bave little
manage anything.” I said, bowing.

bisorders.

hhm:ndlmuﬂhummlr

was clearly a friendly interest in my
affairs. I said I hoped that be would
pay me a visit and see for himself,
“Thank you very much” said he,
with a delicate bow of acknowledg-
ment. *“I shall be delighted. I had a
sight of the old place yesterday as I
passed the gates.”

Hood entered with a tray of refresh-
ments, and Sercombe drew himself up
to the tnble&nﬂbepnnmﬂtuunﬂma-

Iy meal.

Greatorex,” he explained. “I believe
it is a term in ugenmun:ductnrl to

terrify nervous patients. I eat when I
like, not when society wants me.”
And, filling his mouth, he asked me if
I had resolved to live in the castle.

“At present, yes,” I answered,
“though certainly it would appear to
be in despite of fortune, for it is not
the fault of some people that I am not
sent packing off to London,”

He stared at me in the act of drink-
ing, and I felt Hood's eyes also upob
me. The next second the Innkeeper
resumed his work, placing a fork sof t- |
Iy by the captain's plate,

“How do you mean?" asked Ser-
combe.

As 1 had started the tale, I went on
with it, rehearsing briefly the visit of
Barnett.

placid smile all the time that he was
arranging his departure, On the thresh- |
old of the door he paused and, turn- |
ing, demanded:

“Is your decision final?"

I assured him that it was absolute. |
He gave me an extremely viclous look |
a3 he disappeared.

“You will regret this,
orex,” he observed.

I undersiood that the phrase was not |
uncommonly used In similar circum- I
stances, but in truth I need hardly say |
that I should not have turned a sar- |

Mr. Great-

casm at the expense of Mr. Barnett's |
inoffensive client, despite Mr. Barnett's
offensive manner, if I had not been ab-
solutely certain that Mr. Barnett's eli-
ent did not exist. At least 1 would
have gone bail that he was no relation
to the departed Vyvians, and I would |
even yaw ventured to doubt if ke
Enew much more of them than did Mr.
Barnett himself, for it was plain|
enougzh to me by this time that some |

person or some persons had particular |
reasons for desiring to obtain posses- |
sion of my inheritance. So much being !
clear it only remained to determine
those particular reasons, reasons which
I couid now perceive were involved in |

- the secret of my dead friend and prob- |

ably also in the culminating tragedy of |
' his death.

When I was rid of my visitor I set
forth upon a stroll in the woods, It
was 4 in the afternoon, and the suni
shone very fiercely upon the white |
roads, throwing black shadows from II
| the trees. I dropped from the roadway |

| into a rude moss grown track that rau |
| into the heart of the valley, and pres-

ently, leaving the more open parts of
the forest, struck into the deeper |
brakes amd tangles below. The httie
stream ran here in the bottom verjl
pleasantly, sometimes brawling over
| shallows and at other parts more si- |
- lently in eddies and drifts over darker
and deeper pools. As I followed it3 |
course I came shortly upon a spot

direction, and here I descried the form
voices reached me, and, cheered by the

to exchange sentences, I uttered a short
“Hello!” and dived through the under-
growth toward him. When I emerged
upon the open space upon which the
. captain stood my attention was caungiht
hj" a rustling among the branches, and
1 bad a glimpse of some one just dis-
appearing into the wood. I stopped

struck me all of a sudden. That lean,
slim figure, that swift, precipitate rush
—these were as impressions recovered
from some past experience, Captain
Sercombe was lazily whipping a deep
pool, a pipe between his teeth, and,
turning his head, he hailed me:

“You have frightened my fish, sir,*
gaid he,

I begged his pardon somewhat ab-
stracted!®, and, raising himself, he
looked at me, following the direction
of my glanee,

“Oh; that's my worthy and very ob-
sequious host,” sald he, with & sille,
taking Wiz pipe from hia miouth,  “t
wish lie would 168 me alons, but he's
8o awlillly officlons, Thought lie khew
ihe libelisaf apotd, &l would insisk o
ahigwing mis.  Aa IF § hadi's nahed b
fare hie wis has i

i Jolied him an the hank.

MARF k¥ | asked.

He apened his basker, "A eauple af
smallish ones” he returned. "But
thepe's & hig fellaw here, if your naise
hasn't frightened him."” j

He threw & east very neatly and,
- bending over his line, was whally ab-
- sarbed’ by his oecupation. But nothing
would tempt the trout to pise, and the

“There's nothing equal to an obsti-
nate fish,” he remarked thasughtfully.
' “I envy you, Mr. Greatorex. If I lived
in this spot I could ask no better than

brook."

“Ah, you have the proper spirit™
said 1.

“All the same.,” he declared, “it's a
mighty hot tramp through those brakes
and T've earned my dipper.”

We left the stream In company and
mounted to the highroad.

“Come in,” sald the captain as we
reached the Woodman, and the invi-
tation was so natural, issued as so
much a matter of course, that 1 en-
tered behind him almost

"Inuﬂnmmeulhunﬁtﬂuf 4
refreshment, Mr. Greatorex,” he said. |

"Ihlﬁllulnutinwlﬂuﬂutlnd

| disputing your title,” he said, “that is

| tle?”

' ness, take your profit? demanded the

| your reasons. A landed estate is mere- .'

| It takes a wealthy man to keep an es-
| tate.

| ing that, I should think.”

| were reasonable.”

Captain Sercombe smiled and went

on with his food.
“Oh, I thought some one had been

all. I hope you fooled him ¥
I related my victory with some satls-
faction, and Sercombe chuckled.
“Well, you're going to keep your cas. |
he resumed. “Patriotic man!
Though I should judge £20,000 to be a
good market price for the property.”
“It is not worth half as much,” said I, |
“Then why not, in the name of good- |

captain, opening his eyes in nstﬂuish
ment,
“I'm in no hurry,” said I, smiling.
“Humph!” ejaculated the captain,
picking his teeth thoughtfully. “Well,
you may be right, though I don't see

l¥ a nuisance, so far as my experience
goes. It's all payment and no returns. |

If T had your place, Mr. Great-
orex, I should be disposed to let it, at |
any rxte, and enjoy the proceeds while |
I might. You'd find no difficulty in do-

“I dare say not,” was my reply.

“Why,” continued the captain, as if |
smiling at his own thought, “I would |
take it off your hands for a month or
s0 for the fishing alone—that is, if you

I"'or some reason or other this semi- |
Jjocose offer irritated me, possibly be-
cause of previous experiences,

“Between you, you are bonnd to |
have me out,” I said, rather dryly.
“But I assure you I will not budge.”

I was not looking at him as I spoke,
but out of the tail of my eye it seem-
ed to me that I caught a quick ex-
change of glances between the cap-
tain and the innkeeper, and to my |
| imagination — for such it may have
been— the face of the man Hood wore |
an unmistakable frown. But as I |
turned sharply he was merely refilling
the eaptain’s glass and using a deft
napkin upon the soda water bottle.

Sercombe burst out laughing in his
comfortable fashion.

“My dear sir,” said he, “it is long |
since I was in a position to pose as a
country gentleman, and for my own
part 1 sincerely hope you will occupy
the castle as long as I occupy the inn,
After that I fear I shall have no fur-
ther interest in the matter.”

I felt distinctly snubbed by the re-
joinder, for all that it was delivered
in so hearty a manner., But I got out
of the inn creditably enough and with
a neat stroke in return, all very good
bumored. All the same, upon my home-
ward journey I was troubled by that

mutuoal signal which I had seemed to
Jiscover between these two incongru-
ous people, As for Sercombe’'s offer,
it was plainly Intended for a jest, and
I thought no more of It. Yot 1 was
still exercised in my mind, vraguely un-
easy and distrustful. And In this
mood I settled down to consider my
situation that evening and to review
the events which 1 have here narrated,
The puzzle was to deleriiine a caiss
for all the remarkable transactions.
Roimie oie waited to acjiilre the castis,
aiid weilt about 1t ¥erFy persistentiy
’Iﬂiﬂ Al o ofe had made Falds
tie hsiige to seciire something of

lehi | waa (B poasesalon. Whatd
ﬁudﬂ!mi‘ and a8 i revedled by &
fash of (linmination, the FeaseR H’ﬂl

e up and stoad have and bright be

fare me. It was hidden treagavel

CHAPTHR VI

OW that I had put my tongue ta | 5
the word T was comfident of
my discovery, All the mu

pointed one way, and I
dumfounded at my previous ﬂh!-'lli!e
ness, For what but a hidden store of
treasure would explain these incessant
dttempts upon the house itself or the
Insistent efforts to take it out of my
bands? And what again but treasure
could supply so natural a key to old
Kesteven's death and his mysterious
secret? It seemed to me, too, that up-
on this hypothesis several facts hither-
to inexplicable might be referred to
reason. The eccentricity of my host in

indeed to have taken for a liberty what |

“I don't know what digestion Is, Mr. |

choosing me for his heir became not so
much an mtrieitr as l. ll:ndhn-

“Yuhﬂ#fw my fish, #ir,” said

knowiedge that he had an organic dis-
ease it was wise to take punctual pre-
cautions. It was probable also that
the news he had evidently received
upon the morning of that fatal day
had conduced to his visit to the lawyer,
I was to be admitted to his confidence,
Twice he had been Interrupted in the
very nick of his narrative—the second
time by the juterposition of Death
himself. In these considerations my
thoughts were naturally drawn to the
events of that evening. Why had Kes-
teven retired to his room? Obviously
there was a eonnection between his er-
rand and the sheet of parchment which
I had detached from his cluteh,

I opened my dispatch box and spread
out the paper oo the table once more,
poring over it with my pulse throbbing
to my fnger tips. The meaning was
now plain, thouglr the main secret was
yet to find. The parchment was clear-
ly the second sheet only of the docu-
ment which Mr. Kesteven had desired
to bring down for my perusal. I sat up
at a new and more alarming discovery.

Where was the first sheet?

That open window now offered up Its '
gecret, 'That desperate ery was no!
longer now the scream of mortal ago-
ny, but an appeal for help. From th ur
dead fingers I had taken the second |
sheet of the mysterions document, n‘
pregnant with interest, but from the
hands of the living I could not doubt

| that the first had been violently torn In

the course of a struggle in that silent
chamber, Terror had surprised the ras-
cal at his work—the terror of that sud- |
den and fearful dissolutiom, of that
bhumped and pitiful body fallen on the
floor. And here now with two ends of
the secret, whatever it might be, rent
asunder and secluded In separate
hands, the hoard of treasure still lay
buried in its ancient hiding place as in-
tact and private as it had lain maybe
through hundreds of years of silence. |

My riddle was read. That eertzinly
was a great step, and in the heat of
my discovery, as I sat palpitating with
strange emotions of adventure, avarice, '
even of ferocity, 1 had no intention to
leave the matter where it stood. I was
resolved to confront fate and to enter
the lists against those undetermined
enemies, So far they had kept very
silent, working only in the dark, but 1
swore then and there to meet lhE':lIhi
drag them forth into the broad daylight '
and contest my rights in the hidden
treasure, If it existed, against & dozen
sorry knaves, ]I am a patient man
and not overquick to take a resolution,
but I do not easily lay down a task
which 1 bhave once undertaken. 1
swore upon the spot to undertake this.

In the circuit of my fancy I came
uddenly upon this consideration, which
pulled me up quite sharply, even with
a little breathlessness, These unknown
antagonists were still banded in arms
agiainst me, and I was alone. I had

| had repeated evidence that I was pur

sued by their ingenuity and in two
ways. On the one hand 1 was to be
evicted from my own house, and simul-
taneously my bureau was rifled, as L
could not now doubt, for the purpose of
securing my remnant of the precious
document, What would be the next .
step which these insolent tricksters
would essay? I had no one in the cas
tle beyond the estimable Mrs. Maln
and a neat housemaid, neither of whom
was to be counted im a warfare such
as the situation promised to my imagh '
natlon.

The one man that was daily visible
about the place slept at Llanellan, as
Mr, Kesteven had informed me. Whal
puzzled me at this point was the lsola.
tion in which my host had enwrapped

himself. fe had taken no palns te
Erutec-t himself. Bxposed, as he must

ave kivowd he wak, to the treachery
of an tinseriipilons fos, he wis thrown
abeoliutely poh Hi8 oWl PeeulFees i
loas indesd he relled tipon the Head
ﬂruilmrt ul Humi I iiss of Bifhe:
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m&dmminﬂr And #ies
cojunetion of the cap-

ind the tnikeeper Feiirnel befora
Eir eFes, One thing was ceridln
my newly awakeped wils=1 musi
ha¥e somia companion IR WF
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FAEM LOANS

MONEY TO LOAN on Mor
ut lowest current rates. T HAV
cess to the cheapest monev marke
in Canada and will give my patron
the benefit thereof.

EXPENSES OF LOAN kept dow:
to the lowest possible point consis
tent with aceuracy and necessary re
quirementa.

ALL BUSINESS of thia natur
strictly private and confidential.

J. H. Sootherar

91 Kent-st., Lindsay. Ont, |

maginable rubbish of a young man's
fancy. On my entrance he rose, his |
silly faee beaming red, and grasped my |
hand with an awkward sentence of
welcome,

“It's good of you to come so soon,”
said he. .

“I've come to take you back,” said L

He stared at me. *“Oh, all right!” he
paid, as if this mission of mine had |
been a matter of course. *“Come and |
have a drink.”

It was but 11 in the morning, though
the breakfast things still cumbered his
table, and so I refused his hospitality,
a refusal which did not prevent his,
pouring himself out a glass of beer.

“Moutgomery,” sald I, “leave that |
alone and keep your head Ll{-ar. 1
waut you.”

The boy bounded to his feet she-e;r '
ishly enough to what he doubtless con-
gsidered my rebuke, but with a show of |
eagerness which pleased me,

“Got vour horse?’ I asked.

He nodded, all attention now, and I
continued:.

“Then fling yvour legs up and be off,
and ask yvour servant to send on your
bags. I'm going to keep you for a
week.”

“Bully!™ he said and clamored out of

I had already made up my mind not
to be too explicit with Montgomery.
He was too recent an acquaintance, de-
spite my conviction of his fidelity, to
intrust with a precious secret. Indeed,
the first occasion of our encounter
would not have commended him to
many particular people. What 1 told
bim, therefore, as we rode back em-
braced but the general atmosphere of
intrigue in which 1 was Involved. The
word that stuck in his mind was “buar-
glary,” and it greatly excited him,

“Shall we bhave the police over?" he
asked anxiously. !

But, strangely enough, although the
thought had occurred to me more than
once, it was almost in old Kesteven's
words that I replied:

“There are none nearer than Ray-
mond.” To that I added, “Besides, 1
think we two are in no need of assist-
ance agninst a ruffian or two.”

The next two days passed very peace-
ably. As I am fond of laying my plans
abiead, 1 wrote to Bheppard at his
chambers asking hlim If he were still
It town and If he felt disposed to pay
e # vielt, refertiig bricly to the
strange tirn which my fortiines had
faken. 1 saw Hothing of the eaplaii
ft lenst ab the castle;, and foF soiie
Fensni oF other 1 felt Be desiis o B
Flait i Just new. He bad s¥ideniiy
faFgolien wF IRFiabon, doF did | pe
wind b of It when we el l-uultlr
pus e oad e daF afier Mol gom:
;Fﬁli iIFFlHIlH ﬁghﬁiﬂ n{m & ei¥l

Wi, CocRIBE EFE Al WF eai:
paRion 1B his good humered, "
wnz and mn ﬂ Bt

t'ﬂl ek, 1
the erossraida,

his ha

5 i il i
ol r-' Y o = - SR

,.‘.i-..* SPSSTY 3n ~*J‘ ﬁiﬁ’

i i ,_,_._p..l.,l.d.'-_l._ _-utﬂ_m-.-‘ =

> 1 . = -..'”. .
» ol T | .|.-' . gl I.-
i Bk - 5
BT . Ly - = L
S Y .i*'.':_-i.ﬁ_ e
X o
¥

FOOT OF KENT STREET, LINDSAY.

DR. G.'
raren
epecia

DR. JE
11 a.l

~ ¢ Teloph
The latest and best styles, | Fine Jewellery, ¢
Mi i, :f: Watches, E
best arguments to induce Clocks. ¢
/o e Fine China, ‘
e Sl BT T
selves, ‘ : Luthariﬂondl. ;
BRITTON BROS.
’
¢

cOoOrner

We have selected some Beautifuf Geods, suitable for

To enumerate would take a whole page.

stock, compare prices, and we will
you favor us we give you a diseount
worth of goods you buy.
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We make o hobby of Engugement and

W. F. McCARTY

PIANOS, ORGANS AND
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Bell, Karn
which is a gurrmntee of guality.

ing Machines, White, Wheeler & Wilson, }
New Williams, New Home and Raymond, |
All goods gunaranteed, and prices and

terms right.
villue at all times,
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We invite you to see our
trent yeou courteously, and if
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POPULAR JEWELLERY STORE

SEWING MACHINES.

"iﬂﬂ“ Instruments such as
‘homas, ele. The name of
In sew

No fake =sales but solid

WM. WARREN,

0. BOX 217. William-st., north,
Opposite St. Andrew’'s Church.

Gerhard Heintzman Pianos,
Mason & Risch Pianos,
Dominion Pianos,

Sherlock-Manning Organs.
Dominion Organs,
Doherty Organs.

The above are all new goods, also some second-hands.
Special Bargains as [ am closing business

FOR SALE

New Williams= Sewing Machines,

Standard Sewing Machines,

Wheeler & Wilson Hewmg
Machines.

I'wo Brick Houses, Harness and
Buggies also for sale,

the 1]

Corner of Sussex and Peel-sts -

v William

¥ . D. }
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Manufactured of High Carbon Steel Wire, making
it the Strongest and Most Reliable

' Fence on the

Alse a full line of Farm and Lawn Gates. We invite you
to eall and inspect our Fencing before purchasing.

J. G. E‘DWARDB & CO.
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Fresh Fruits,

- Vegetables

and Grogeries,
AT RIGHT PRICES.
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