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Captain Eri tiled a knot with his fin-
gers and teeth and then held the boots
out at arm’s length.

“Why, Perez,” he said, “I'm aver-
agin’ up, same as I told you. Provi-
dence made me a two legged critter,and
a two legged critter needs two boots.
I've always been able to find onme of
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these boots right off whenever I want-
ed it, but it's took me so plaguy long
to find the other one that whatever
wet there was dried up afore I got out .
of the house. That’s why I'm splicin’ |
*ern together this way. I don’t want
to promise nothin’ rash, but I'm in
hopes that even Jerry can't lose ’em
now.” r

“Humph! grunted Captain Perez. '
“] don't think much of that plan.
*Stead of losin® one you'll lose both of
em.” ;
“Yes, but then I shan't care. If
there ain’t no boots in sight TI'll go
barefoot or stay at home. It's the
kind of responsibleness that goes with
havin’' one boot that’s wearin' me out.
Where is Jerry?” |

“He went out to feed Lorenzo. I
heard him callin’ a minute ago. That
cat ain’'t been home sence mnoon, and
Jerry's worried.”

A stentorian shout of “Puss! Puss!

Come, kitty, kitty,  Ekitty!” came
from somewhere outside. Captain Eri
gmiled. |

“I'm ‘fraid Lorenzo’s gittin’ dissipat-
ed in his old age,” he observed. Then
as a fat gray cat shot past the door:
“There he is! Reg'lar prodigal son.
Comes home whien the fatted ca'f's
ready.”

A moment later Captain Jerry ap-
peared, milk pitcher in hand. He en-
tered the dining room and, putting the
pitcher down on the table, pulled for-
ward the armnchair with the painted
sunset on the back, produced his own
pipe and proceeded to bunt through
one pocket after the other with a trou-
bled expression of countenance.

“Where 1o tunket is my terbacker?”
be asked after finishing the round of
pockets and preparing to begln all over
fgain,

"] see it ui:ithe top ;:t the clock &
epell ago,’” aald Captaln Peres.

“Was that yours, Jerry 7" exelalmed
Captaln Hrl. “Well, that's too bad! 1
gee it there and theught ‘twas mine
Here 'tia, o what's left of It." I

Captain Jerry took the remnant of a
plug from bis friend and sald in Al
aggvicved tone; |

“Fhat's jest like you, Bri! Never
have a place for pothin’' and belp yeouy:
self to anything yeu happen to want,
dan't make pe odds whese 'tis,. Why
don't you take care of your terbacker,
same's I do of minet" |

“Now, see here, Jerry, I ain't so sure
that is yours, Let me see it, Homph!
1 theught so! This is ‘Navy Plug,’ and
you always smoke ‘Saller's Bweet-
heart.” Talk abeut bavin’ a place for
things!™

“That's my terbacker, if you want to
know,” observed Captain Perez. “I've
got yours, Eri. Here "tis.” - |

“Well, then, where is mine?” said
Captain Jerry somewhat snappishly.

“Bet a dollar you've got it in your
pocket,” said Captain Eri. |

“Bet $10 1 ain't! 1 ain't quite a-
fool yit, Eri Hedge. I guess I know.
Well, I snum! I forgot that upper vest
pocket.” And from the pocket men-
tioned Captain Jerry produced the
misging tobacco. i

There was a general langh, in which
Captain Jerry was obliged to join, and
the trio smoked In silence for a time,
while the expanse of water to the east-
ward darkened and the outer beach be-
came but a dusky streak separating the
ocean from the inmer bay. At length
Captain Perez rose and, knocking the
ashes from his pipe, announced that he

“It's gittin’ dark.”
“It's darker in the grave,” observed
Captain Perez, with lugubrious philos-
ophy. .
“Then, for the land’s sake, let's have

it light while we ean! Here, Jerry, |

them matches is burnt onea! Try this.
*Twon't be so damagin' to the morals.”

-
X 3
.....

, Datin’ as you be for no money, Perez.
She’ll have you yit; you can’t git away! |

-much longer,” he added. '-
ter's goin’ to have that little patch of | ™%

There was a general laugh.

rather . shamefaced. “You see, ?.I‘liss:l
Busteed dropped in a few minutes this
mornin’ while you fellers was out,

per.
“There! There she is!

bands."”

and"—

Both Captain Eri and Captain Jerry:'f

set up a hilarious shout.
“Haw, haw! roared the former, slap
ping his knee. “I wouldn't be so fasci

But, say, I don't wonder you got tc
thinkin’ "bout the grave. Ten minutes
of M'lissy gits me thinkin' of things
*way t'other side of that!™

“Aw, belay - there, Eri!” protested |
Captain Perez testily. *’Twan’t my
fault. 1 didn't see her comin’ or I'd
have got out of sight.”

“What was it this time?"' asked Cap-
tain Jerry.

“Oh, a little of everything. She be-
gun about the ‘beautiful’ sermon that
Mr. Perley predched at the last ‘Come
Outers’' ' meetin’. That was what start-
ed me thinkin' about the grave, I guess.
Then she pitched into Seth Wingate's
wife for ha?ln’ a new bunnit this sea-
son when the old one wan't ha't wore
otit. She talked for ten minutes or so
oni that, and then she begtn abetit Par:
kef beln' let go over at the eable sta-
tion And about the new feller that's
beeti signed to take his place. Bhe's
all foF Parker, Bdys he was A ‘pei-
feetly lovely’ man and that 'tWwas olt
Fageois the way lie was tredated, and
all that se¥t of thing"

“She ain't the only one that thinks
86, ohserved Captain Jevry. "Theve's
a heap of folks in this town that thikk
Parkier was a mighty fine felley,”

“¥es," sald Cuptain Bei, "and ity
worth  while in’ whe they be,
Perew's friend M'lissy thinks se, and
Bguealer Wizon and his ganjg think
80, and Web Baunders thinks ge, gnd
a lot more like 'em, Parker was oo
good 1 feller, that's what was the mat-
ter wich bim, His talk always remind-
ed me of wash day at the :

of lye in

lots of soft soap with plen
lt.lt f
“Well, M'lissy says that the men over
to the station—all except Langley, of
ecourse—are mad as all git-out because

Parker was let go, and she says some

else told somebody else, and somebody

oy “a:__... .,.f ..-_-. .,l_‘.__j
; 4 . AL o % A3
~of & woman. One

: l‘rlr B D r*aj !1:'; i o 1

a much crumpled sheet of printed pa-

“The Nup-ti-al

Chime. A Journal of Matrimony." 1
' see a piece about it in the Herald the
other day and sent a dime for a sam-
ple copy. It's chock full of advertise-
ments from women that wants hus-

Captain Eri put on his spectacles and
hitched his chair up to the table, After
giving the pages of the Nuptial Chime

a hurried inspection he remarked:

“There seems to be a strong runnin” |
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From the clump of blackness that
dicated the beginning of the West
ham woods came a long drawn, dism
“toot,” them two shorter ones. The
committee sprang to its feet and look-
| ed interested. Sam Hardy came out of
his ticket office. The stage driver, a
sharp looking boy of about fourteen,
with a disagreeable air of cheap smart-
ness sticking out all over him, left his
seat in the shadow of Mr. Batcheldor’s

B

of the depot wagon, which was back-

to ‘vi-va-ci-ons brunettes’ and ‘hlﬂnﬂﬂl*ed op w the phtfm C‘-Iptﬁl:l:l
with tender and romantic disposi-

tions." ™

Eri knocked the ashes from his pipe
and put that service stained veteran

“Oh, hush up, Eri! 'Tain't likely I'd | in his pocket. The train was really
want to write to any of 'em in there. | “coming in” at last.

The thing for us to do

would be to

write out a advertisement of our own,

tell what sort of woman
then set back and walt
Now, what do you say?”’

Captain Eri looked at

we want and
for answers.

the advocate

of matrimony for a moment without

speaking. Then he said, *
mean it, Perez?""
“Sartin 1 do.”

‘Do you really

“What do you think of it, Jerry 1’
“Think it's a good idee,” sald that
ancient mariner decisively. “We've got

to do somethin’, and this
only sensible thing.”
“THen BErl's got to do

looks like the
It!” asserted

Peres dogmatieally: ““We | ssemed
agreed to stick together,

and two to

ohe's & vote, Coimhe oii tow, Bil, we'll

tnateh.”

Capital Bl hedltated,

“Cotie ofi, BFll" ordered Captali Jey-

¥ “AIR'E gl to ﬁﬂﬂﬂfi, #fe Foul 1

jerked his hand away, = bk far!" said the stage
The lay | mo g, ¥

hm'lm' uppermost. ﬂff{ added, “Suy. you're
Captain  Erl rose, glanced at his for a mo |

watch, an mh:: : "’?ng'm

“Well,” said Captain Eri, “it's a mer- | v,

]

cy Missy found it out: It
should git here and she )
aforehand ’twould kill her sure as fate,

and think what a blow that would be |

to you,

He took his old fashioned watch from |

bis pocket and glanced at the dial
“I mustn’t be settin’ round here

me to git Zoeth Cahoon to cart 'em |

Al right,” said Captais Bel. "'l
gtich to the . OniF,” he added,
with & quissiesl glaniee At his eom-
F\ﬂm Hig's got t0 be seftied that the
eller that's stuck ean pick hils wife and
don't have to Mawy unless he finds one
that suits him,”

o ot
n Peres, W 8

breath, took & coin from his P@Iﬂ;

Ai it in the air and eovered it a8 it

m@ﬁlmﬂﬁlumm

tain Jerry, Then Captaln Evi ﬂ
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If this had been an August evening
instead of a September one, both train

ed,* But the butterfly summer maiden
had flitted, and, as is his wont, the
summer man had flitted after her, so
passengers who alighted from the
o coaches that, with the freight car,
made up the Orham branch traln were
few in number and homely in flavor.
There was a’'slim, not to say gawky,
Andlvidual with a chin beard and rub-
ber boots, whom the committee halled
a8 Andy and welcomed to Ite bosom,
There were two young men, drammers
evidently; who nodded to Hardy and
very mtich at home  Also,
thers was another roting mah, siootl
shaven and square sheildered, wlio
d% St cose ub the plalfarim
and abott Ltk with the alf of
beliig verx faF from howe indesd,
The drimmmmers got iilo the siife
Fhe fiAn with the silt ciee
ip the latter und weilod (o
ward the same veliicie, e poenstn
the sharp ﬁ. whe had lighled g

“Can you direst me to the salile sia:

tion ¥ he asked.

thingl" sald the youth, and
wWas no Cape Cod twist (a his
“Git aboard,"

*I dido't intend to ride” sa'l the

'to dof Walky"
fay. :

i

i

you coms to think of it, it's 2. provi- | BRCIRYe SO Nt

green - But you're a able sea-
You kmew what it is to manage |
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Perez are bachelors, and we'd be:Jest | 3o Ly no  ponarape o L]
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~ The square pg man
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manly form, tossed a cigarette stump |
away and loafed over to the wicinity |

and platform would have been crowd- |
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“What was you goin’ to do? Walk?"™

mister, I guess maybe you'd better not
try to walk to the cable station tonight.
You see, there's one thing they forgot

to tell
beach,

you. The station’s on the outer
and there's a ha'f mile of pretty

wet water between here and there,”

The young man whistled.

“You don"t

mean it!” he exclaimed.
“] sartin do unless there's been an
almighty drought since I left the house,

I tell

you what! If you'll jump In

here with me and don't mind waltin'
till I leave these barrels at the house

of the
down

man that owns "em 1'1] drive you
to the shore, and maybe find

somebody to row you over—that Is”
with & chuckle, “if youn ain't dead set
on walkin'"

The stra laughed heartily. “I'tm

not 86

et AR Ii ﬂll:h" he eaid.

it's mighty of roil; all the same"”
o Donft sy ﬂafg:; 4:: the eaptain.

¥& 68 poir satehiel, Now poiif fijp-
per, ‘There Foi afe. G dap, ﬂun‘#%

Dailel acespied 1hie pajtaln’s coi
o BE o B Sutane ¢ hem
o " « :
dred yards, and (hen, oy feeling
that he had done &l that he &%
pecied, settled bavk IRt & walk. The
eaptain turned toward hig campaiilon
oh the seat.
ety . s o

my name L

Hﬂunmmmmﬂn
the stFanger, pame is Hagel-
tine,"

|
Fyou
station,

“Did
presume.
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|| torture. Avoid La Gijprp
{| prevent La Grirre, or (., |
: mﬂlmq b}' takin-- '-hf.‘ I
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-

Joctors say that La Gy
will come two or threc vears |

h:as

I run of 12 veur

1?}&5 ﬁFﬂE LA Grireg
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These pains are |
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specific, scientific remccy

Mt

(PRONOUNCED SI-KEEN)

S0ld by all Drugrists, for B per b |
BAMPLE AND TREATISE re- |

keepin’ house down by the shore— : paaee
that js, we'call it keepin’ bouse, but"— rrarss, #€ample Dept. b
Here the ,uphh broke '*‘ Dr. T. A. ELﬂEUM. Lim! :eq

to titate. - - ; Ofhce and Laboraione |
‘ Ralph 'Hazeltine forbore fo interrupt, | *7® ®in& 8t West, - Torowrc |
and occupied himself by scrutinizing -
the building that they were passing. —
They were nearing the center of the i ek
town now, and bouses were closer ¢his™ he siid. "T'm glad to have meTe

Boston Dry Goods Emporium”

and the sound of a tin-panny plano.

“That’'s the billilard saloon,” wolun-.
teered Captain Eri, suddenly waking |
from his trance. “Play pool, Mr. Ha-
zeltine 7

“Sometimes.”

“What d've play it with?"

*Why, with & cue, generally speak-
m'" !

” t so!
play i with their mouths. Miss a shot |
and then spend the rest of the evenin’ |
tellin’ bow it happened. Parker playved
it considerable.” . [

“I judge that your opinion of mrl
predecessor isn't a high one.” |

“Who? ©Oh, Parker! He was all |
right in his way. Good many folks
in this town swore by him. I under-
stand the fellers over at the station
thought he was about the ticket.”

“Mr. Langley included?

“Oh, Mr. Langley, bein' manager,
had his own ideas, 1 s'pose! Langley
don't play pool much, not at Web
Baunders’ place anybow, We turn in
here.”

They rolled up a long driveway, very
dark and overgrown with trees, and
drew up at the back door of a good
gized two story house, There was a
light in the kitehen window.

“Whon, Dan'l!" communded the cap-
lain, Then he began to shout “Ship
ﬂim' ut the top of lile luhgs.

VR itehen ook ofiened and 8 A
Chmie Gt earEFing o faing, e 1ight
slilpig Full vpos bie faes, 1f was &8
ol foce, & steri foee, with white ey
birawa and o hin Vel modth; There
wan, hewever, & (remible about the
ehin that teld of InfiFm heaith,

Hﬂ!ﬂﬁ sa i

The two shook hands, and then Cap-
tain Bri sald; -

“John, I down them barveis
for you, Ha 'em heve, saine
(Ao frd g A LA

deliver Mr. Haseltine at the sta-
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Most of the fellers in there 1

-* I[

your acquaintance, and I hope we sha)
gee.each other often.™

“Same bere!” said the captain bheert
Iy. “We're likely to git together opee
in awhile, seein’ as we're next door

» peighbors, right across the road, g

you might say. That's my berth over

' yonder, where you see them lights, It
jest round the corner from the road
] we drove down last, Good night! Gosd
lock to you!”
And he settled himeself for the row
bome,

CHAPTER ITI.

HE house where the three cap

taing lived was as pear sslf
sl Wwater as it could be and re
Lo main out of reach of the bigh
est tides. When Captain Eri, after
Mﬂﬂhm and anchoring his dory and
stabling Daniel for the night, entersd
the dining room he found his two mess
mates deep in consultation and with
evidences of strennous mental stroggle
written upon their faces. Captain Pe
rez's right band was smeared with ok
and there were several spatters of the
same fluld on Captain Jerry's perspin
ing nose.

“Well, you fellers look as if you'd
had a rough v'yage,” commented Cap-
tain Eri, elipping out of his own jacke
and pulling his chair up beside those
of his friends. “What's the trouble™

“Gosh, Erl, I'm glad to gee Tou!” e1-
claimed Captain Perfez. “How do rou
epell consclentioug ¥

“1 don't, unless it's owner's orders”
was the answer. “What do rou wamt
to epell it for?”

iWe've writ miuch as 400 adrerfise
ments, 1 do bellete,” sald Captain Jer
F¥, “and thefe aln't one of them £ 1o
fead 16 4 pig. Peres bere, he's gol ek
Bifaliitin potiohe {hat mibin leee then
& CIFeHE bt 'H do Bli. 1 Aot eee vkt
potethie’ pilaih and sensilie, ke WE
HaR weiled {8 da Aleliee apil Lieek
m !‘H !Hm FER, Wiy e i
Fight; bt Be, W'e gl 1o bace il
faBer 1FBmIB'E than 8 Runder bk
Bt Foelishness, 1 call 1"

"¥ou'd have 8 whale loi ol el
mﬂ"ﬂﬁﬂ’ -I-hlt BOVEF loEiEn (N
Woulde't ¥ou’' sporied Caplain Ve

, " ¥Pg do dishes fov tiree menf
That's & hesithy bait to caich & Wil
with, gin't it? 1 cam see 'cin comin. I
eal'lste you'd stay single Ll jedgment
sad then you wouldn't git one. No. 6!
The thing to do is to be sort of soff
and bigh toned. Let 'em think
goin’' to git & bargain whed
you. Make believe it's goi' ¥
vilege to git sech & husbend.”
“Well, "tis,” declared the sacrifice Ifr

.
EE

dignantly. “They might git & do®

sight worse one.”
“I cal'late that's so, Jerry,” said Capr
tain Eri. “Still, Perez ain't altogether

‘| wrong. Guess you'd better keep the

dishwashin’ out of it. I know dis
washin' would never git me. ['ve gof
s0 I bate the sight of soap and Lot Wi
ter as bad as if 1 was a Portugee. Pass
me that pen.” .
Captain Perez gladly relinguisbed

| the writing matertals, and Captain B

~By an ex-seafaring mad
; must be willing to W

. shipshape and abo"®
lawyers need appy. AB-
care Nuptial Chime, Fo¥

ses lawyers Wil
mnhrrr- “That'll
tonguy kind,w be €
advertisement, with 10§
duly approved, the ™
was Inclosed, as was 8
of the matrimoniél
all answers to D
n. Jeremiah BuF
Then the envelopé

1 H affixed.

1
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(HE
s ! b

kb Eri, *that¥

done. All you've got to do now. JerT

0 pick “‘ih and let B8

= b 5 s Mgy L H . ‘.mdin'

JNeky an” =
ut semethin ©

ucky one rather gioonil
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