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(Continued from last week)

Tridnd are 1515 Smoralng. Tou were Ialr-
1y comfortable in the cave, I hope?”

“Quite comfortible, thank you,” she
answered, gravely. “But poor little
Esther is no better this morning. In
fact, if anything, I fancy she is worse.
She was delirious for some time in the
night, and now she is in a comatose
condition that frightens me more than
her former restlessness. It goes Lo my
heart to see her in this state.”

“Is there nothing we can do for her,
I wender?” I said as I prepared my.
fish for the fire.

“] fear we are powerless,” replied
Miss Maybourne. “1'he only thing I
can imagine to'be the matter with her
is that she must have been struck by
something when we were sucked un-
der by the sinking ship. She complains
continually of pains in her head.”

“In that case, I fear there is nothing
for it but to wait patiently for some
;ahlp. with a doetor on board, to come
in sizht and take us off.”

“In the meantime, she may die. Oh,
poor little Esther! Mr. Wrexford, this
helplessness is too terrible.”

What could 1 say to comfort her?
In my own mind I saw no hope. Unless
a vessel hove in sight, and she chan-
ced to carry a doctor, the doctor must
insvitably die. As soon as the break-
fast was cooked, I went into the cave
and looked at her. I found the little
thing stretched upon the grass I had
thrown down for a bed. She was un-
econscious, as Miss Maybourne had
said, and was breathing heavily. Her
pulg.e was almost unnoticeable, and oc-
casionally she moaned a little, as if in
pain. It was a sight that would have
touched the most callous of men, and
in spite of that one sinister episode in
my career, I was far from being such
a Nero.

At middayv there was no change per-
ceptible in her condition. By the mid-
dle of the afternoon she was Worse.
Miss Maybourne and myself took it in
turns to watch by her side; in the in-
tervals, we climbed the hill and scan-
ned the offing for a sail. Our vigilance,
however, was never rewarded—the
sea was as devold of ships as our fu-
ture seemed of hope.

After a day which had seemed an
eternity, the second night of our cap-
tivity on the island came round A
more exquisite evening could scarcely
be imagined. I had been watching by
the sick child’s side the zreater part
of the afternoon, and feeling that, if I
remained on shore, Miss Maybourne
would discover how low-spirited I was,
1 took the boat and rowed out into
the bay, to try and obtain some fish
for our supper. Tihs was not a matter
of much difficulty, and in less than a
quarter of an hour 1 had hauled on
board more than we could possibly
have eaten in three meals When I
had finished, I sat in my boat watch-
ing the sunset effects upon the island.
It was indeed a scene to remember,
and the picture of it, as I saw it then,
rises before me mow as clearly as if
it were but yesterday.

To right and left of the points which

sheltered the bay, the deep greemn of
+he sea was changed to creaming froth,
where the surf caught the rocks; but
jn the little indentation which we had
made our home the wavelets rippled
on the sand with the softest rhythm
possible. The sky was cloudless, the
air warmer than it had been for days
past. The glow of sunset imparted to
the western cliffs a peculiar shade of
pink, the beauty of which was accen-
tnated by the deep shadows cast by
the beetling crags. Omn the hillside,
directly opposite where my boat was
anchored, 1 could see the plateau, and
on it my fire burning brightly. I
thought of the brave woman nursing
the sick child in the cave, and of the
difference she had made in my lonely
life.
«Oh, God!” I cried, “if only You had
let me see the chance that was to be
mine some day, how easy it would
have been for me to have ordered Ni-
kola and his temptation to stand be-
hind me. Now I see my happiness too
late, and am consequently undone for
ever.”

As 1 thought of that sinister man
and the influence he had exercised
upon my life, I feit a thrill of horror
pass over Ime. It seemed dreadful to
think that he was still at large, un-
suspected, and in all probability work-
ing some sort of evil on ancther un-
fortunate individual,

In my mind’s eye I could see again
that cold, impassive face, with its
snake-llke eyes, and hear that In-
sinuating voice uttering onc: moEe
that terrible temptation. Surely, 1
thought, the dread enemy of mankind
must be just such another as Dr-
Nikola.

When the sun had disappeared be-
low the sea line the color of the
ocean had changed from all the dazz-
ling tints of the king-opal to & sombre
coal-black hue, and myriads of stars
to make thelr appear-
gky, 1 turned my boat’s
head, and pulled towards the shore
again. A great melancholy had settled
gpon me, 8 VAgue Sense of some im-
pending catastrophe, of which, try
how 1 would, I found I could not rid
myself.

On reaching the plateau, I made my
way to the save and looked in. I dis-
covered Miss Maybourne kneeling be-
gide the chiid on the grass. As soon as
ghguwmanhammdl&dmnut
into the open.

wMr. Wrexford,” she said, “the end
is quite close now, I feel sure. The
poor little thing is growing weaker |
every moment. Oh, it is too terrible
to think that she must die because
the means to save her.”

comfort her, but it
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who had lost their lives
fore. Having convinced
what I imagined was correct, 1 re
ently closed the little eyes and erossed
the frail hands upon her breast,
then went out into the fresh air.
sun was in the act of making his ap-
pearance above the peak, and all our
little world was bathed in his glory. I
looked across to the place between
the rocks where I usually slept, and
saw Miss Maybourne rising from her
rest. My presence ouiside the cave
must have told her my news, for she
came swiftly across to where I stood.

“It ig all over,” she said, very quiet-
lv. “I can see by your face that the
end has come.”

I nodded. For the life of me, I could
not have spoken just then, The sight |
of that agonized face before me and
the thought of the dead child lying in

the cave behind me deprived me of
Maybourne

and simply said,

£
S
E
:
:

g
bis

3

%
E
i

:

2

:
£
f

g
:

:
5
i
;
L]

288,

i
:
A

2

e
=

1

gk
5
;

3
:
g

g

z.
:

w
a
:

S
3
g
8

£
il

28ef
i

(=
m

When 1 had finished
and, io-

began to ques-
I 2

talled, this time-

ward carrying

i while 1T drank. W
I laid myvself down again,
| gtead of obeving him,
tion him as to whe
once more | was fores
by the entrance of a ste
of broth on a tray.

'me  determined,
to close your mouth,”
“RBut this stuff
present. We'll
and in the
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distant, I sprang to my

“W¢'re saved, Miss Maybourne!”
my volce

e

Miss Maybourn
condition. “Bitter as
ment has been we have
hope yet. Because that v

chance to rescue us it does
may not do so. Had we

ting back to the 1s-
aining here

“You see WwWe
way or another,
he said, with a laugh.
ig too hot for you at
put it down
meantime I
half-a-dozen gquestions, Fire
inclined."”
him at his word,
one question of a

to have answered.

“How is the lady who

11 as can be expected,
“She's being
so yvou meed not be
t have had
to judge
Now, what

our disappolat-
not done with
essel did not
not follow

entirely.
noticed my condition,
“Take me to her.” 1 did as she com-
manded, and together we went back
to the chamber of death. When we
companion stood for a
ing at the peaceful
little figure on the couch of grass, and
then knelt down beside it. 1 followed
her example. Then, holding my hand
in hers, she prayed for the child from
whose body the soul had just depart-
ed: then for ourselves still left upon
the island. When she had finished, we
rose, and, after a final glance at our
dead companion, went out into the

open air again.

By this
the habit of
ships that
1v. As I passed th
across the waste of water.
hardly able to believe the
my eyes. There, fast ris-
ve the horizon, were the gails
l-rigged ship.- Miss Mayvbourne
saw them as soon as I did, and to-
stood staring at the vessel
companion was

here to cool,
11 answer not more than

ry
“Mr. Wrexford,” she said, in a voice
away, if

er time I should not
have recognized as hers, “I must have
something to drink or I shall go mad.”
| Fearing she might fall overboard in
her excitement, I leapt up, seized her
in my arms, and dragged ber down
to her seat again. Had I not done so,.
1 cannot say what might not have hap-

that another
not better be get
land? It is no use our rem
ship is out of sight.”

tained in her
pulied myself

looked steadily in the direction
pointed for nearly a minute.
with a little sigh, she fell upon the
gunwale in a dead faint. I sprang to
her assistance, and, kneeling at her
feet, chafed her hands and calied her
by name, and implored her to speak
to me. But in spite of my exertions, ,
she did not open her eyves, When a
quarter of an hour had elapsed, and
she was still insensible, 1 began 1o
wonder what I should do. To remain
attending to her might mean that we
should miss our deliverer.
case we sbould both die. At any cost,
and now more than ever, I knew I
must attract the steamer’s attention.
She was not more than a mile be-
hind us by this time, and, if I could
only make her see us, she would be
alongside in a few miinutes, For this
1 tore off my coat, and,
it to an oar, began to wave
it frantically above my
moment & long whistle came AcCross
the waves to me. It was a siznal that
our boat had been observed, and never
did a sound seem more musical to a
buman ear. On hearing it, I stood up
, and, shading my eyes with my

reached it, my .
that at any oth

few moments look
vou feel

apd put the

now that the
11 others I was long-

I saw the wisdom con
remark, and accordingly
and set to work to LU
ad in the direction we had
we had gone-about,
be imagined at dis-
had obscured
bearing down
the vesasel we
have seen it ap-

=

together
was rescued

boat's he
come. But when
my dismay may
covering that a thick fog
the island, and was fast
upon us. Those on boar
had been chasing must
and have thought
give the island and {8
treacherous surroundings as wide a
berth as possible.

“Can you seée
Wrexford?”
who had herse

quite as anxious as ¥

That we did not

the vessel.
fanlt, and in any

intercept
'succeed is not our
case I will not let.you reproach your-

1 replied.

“Doing as we
pmr Eﬂﬂ.,"
well looked after,

anxious about her. You mus
%hat boat,

he- replied.

“Let me go,” she moaned. “Oh, for
Heaven's sake let me go! You dom't
know what agony I am suffering.”

I could very well guess, for I had
my own feelings to guide me. But it
was my duty to try and cheer her at
any cost, and upon this work I con-
centrated all my epergies, at the same
time keeping the boat's head in such
a position that the racing seas should
not overwhelm her—no light work, 4
can assure you. When at last I did suc-
ceed in calming her, she sat staring
straight ahead of her like a woman
turned to stone. It was pitiful to see
a woman, who had hitherto been so
brave, brought so low. I put my arm
round her waist the better to hold her,
and, as I did so, watched the, black
seas, with their tips of snowy foam,
come hissing towards us. Overhead
the stars shone brightly, and still not

estige of a clour was to be seen.
It scemed like doubting Providence W
believe that, after all the dangers from
which we had been preserved since we
had left England, we were destined
to die of starvation in an open boat in
mid-Atlantic, And yet how like it it
looked.

After that one outb
Miss Maybourne
trouble, and s~vhen she had been sit-
beside me for an hour
fell fast asleep, her

hendmﬂngunm::mwmnnd

“alas! 1 cannot help it.”
“And your generosity only
o so the more.”

‘“In that case I shall
generous,” she said. We
works. Come,

from the effects produced.
jg the next gues

“] want to kno
and how far we WwWe
| vages when you picked u
“This vessel is The Kin

hage—Captain
mand. I'm
last question ©
that, being
to do with

1 had got so much into
searching the sea for
I did it almost unconscious-
e cave I glanced out
Then I

proaching,

visable to
w what ship this 18,

cease to be
re from the Sal-

will see how

look our situation in the
what is best to be done.

that plan

{riend, let us
g of Cart-

the land at all, Mr.
agked Miss Maybourne,
If been staring in the
direction in which our bows Were
| pointing.

“l must

stood still,
evidence of
ing abo
of a ful

Blockman
afraid I can’t answ
ffhand, for the reason
docsor, 1 have nothing
the navigation of the ship;

but 1’1l soon find out for you."”
He left the cabin, and wenl 10
hat led
call the officer of
thing to him.

Believe me,
protect us in er your
done in the past.”
1 looked at the noble
took heart
tace, If she could be

i

confess 1 can see nothing
of it,” I answered. “But if we continue .
on and keep our ears |
d of the surf, there
o our being able |
the bay.”

gether we
with all our eyes. My
the first to speak.

“Do you think she will come near
enouzh to see us?” she cried, in 2
voice 1 hardly recognized, so agitated

in this directi . this, and

open for the soun
can be no doubt as t
to make our way back to

“How thick the fog is,” she comn-
tinued, “and how quickly it has come
makes me feel more nervous
the thought of that ship

foot of the ladder t
bridge. 1 heard him
the watch, and say some
Presently he returned.
“The Salvages lie about
miles due nor’ nor'-east of our pres
position,” he said.
“Nor'-nor-east?" I
was even further ou

tions than I expected.”
“Why do you ask about tke

“She uﬁunt be made to si;ae us,” I at?
swered, fiercely. “Come what may, she '
must not pass us.” seventy

«“What are you going to do? How
are you going to prevent it? Tell me,
and let me help you if I can.”

A notion had seized me, and 1 deter-
mined to put it into practice without
an instant’s delay.

“ILet us collect all
find and then make a large bonfire.
When that has been done, We must
launch the boat and pull out to inter-
If she sees the flare she will
she does

But it was
essness
: We had no food, we had-no wa-
ter. True, we might pull
did, in which

we lived so lo
h were a thousand to
part of

the knowledge of our utter
than even that discoun
forsaking us.”

1 stared at her in complete surprise.
To think of Miss May
had always found so co0
in moments of d
ing nervou
ject as 1 pulle
moments she had

While I pulled along
out what distance we
the island. When We
the vessel had turned
I had been rowing for
half an hour. At the
traveling that

ull on; but if we
direction should we pro-
t in my cal::ulfﬁ

bourne, whom 1
galtul-

] and collected |
lking of feel-
lied her on the sub-
d along, and in
forgotten her fear.
I tried to figure
could be from
discovered that
her back on us
something like
e we had been
have carried us

selves, if
ces against whic
one—on the most~
the long coast line
wast would only be to get
4nto mid-ocean,

anger, ta
“Becguse it was on a rock off those

ghip, the Fiji Prin-
put off from the

s! I ral
islands that our
. cess, was lost. We
island to try and catch a sailing ves-
sel that came in sight yesterday
morning. A dense fog came on, how-
ever, and during the time it lasted we-
| 1ost both the ship we went out 10 SiCp-
| and also our island. Ever since then
| we have been drifting without food
or water.”
have indeed had a terrible
experience. But you've a splendid-
constitution, and you'll soon get over
the effects of it. And now tell me,
were no others
wreck?™

“pe far as we could tell, with the-
exception of our three selves, not a
single soul.”

“You say ‘three selves/
only rescued the lady and vourself.
What, then, became of the third™”

“The third was a child about eight
years old. The poor little thing must
have been hurt internaily when we:
were sucked under by the
ship, and her condition was probably
not improved by the lomng exposure
we had to endure on the bottom of
the boat from which you rescued us.
She t£-arcely recovered consciousness,
and died on the island a short time be-
fore we left it in our attempt to catch
the vessel 1 spoke of just now.”

“] mever heard a sadder case,” said’
the doctor. “You are indeed to be ‘,J,-L
pitied. I wonder the lady, your com-
panion, came through it alive. By the»”
way, the skipper was asking me just
now if 1 knew your names.”

“The lady is Miss Maybourne, whose
"tl-lmn-n man at the-

the wood we -:;u:l
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urst of despair

e were not gave mo

where, If w
forty-eight hours; as-

ting motionless

cept her,
or thereabouts

make her way here, and if
not, we may be dble to catch her be-
fore she gets out of our reach. Thus
in either case we shall be saved.
Without another word we set to
g wood. By the time the
was above the hori-
d a sufficient
beacon. We
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if we had a favorabl
we had no sail to take ad—an-
of it. To make matters Wworse,
ing line and hook I had man‘-
for myself ont of my scarf-
been left on the island. Surcly
an might be excused
holy under the pres-
rwheiming misfor-
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the woman I loved. What would
not have given to have been able to
tgkaherlnmrmnnd have com-
forted her properly!—to have told
herntmrluﬂ.and.lnthaﬂentut
{ her returning it, to have faced King

to me. The words
his mouth before
uestion came whistling
1 seized it as a drown-
clutch at a straw,

:

work collectin

hull of the vessel breeze,
zon we had accumulate
make a large
fire to it at once, however,.
for the reason that I had no desire
smoke before those on
l1d be able to dis-
itf r6m the light clouds hover-
he peaks above. But before
f leaving the island
ther matters to be
attended to. The first was to fill up
the mouth of the cave with stones, for
there was no time to dig a grave, and
so convert it into a rough sepulchre;
d was to cook and eat our
was certain we should
rength for the under-
pt such a long row
id, I knew,
se things

thrown
out of
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any man or wom
for feeling melanc
sure of such ove
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land—two
my present
unpleasanine
foz by this tim
veloped us, and to
how dense it was I ma
' could only just distingui
panion sitting in
Still, however,
every now an
noise of thes u

The silence was intense;
sound we could

condition. To add to the
sg of our position,

e had completely en-
enable you to judge
v say that I
sh my Ccom-
f the boat.
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to waste my

board the ship wou
an order given,

dnpu_llﬁdunq

we reached it the gang-
lowered, and a couple
ding at the foot of
receive us. 1 remember
her off, and Ialso
recollection of seeing one
ship's doctor I after-
to be—step in-
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While we were thus consldering our
the sun was sinking lower an:
his rest, and would soon b

horizon altogether. The
as calm as a mill-pond.

:

position

the stern ©
lower to

1 pulled on, pausing
again to listen for the
rf breaking on the shore.
the only
tinkling
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sinking.
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surface. We sat
all day:
If amidships
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hear was the
it dripped off the ends
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Miss Maybourne in
. The oars lav
ide of me, useless as the rad-
lines had scarcely ben
the ship had turned heor
en I look back on tr~

ry detail of ‘F-
thé gre o
pressed o

th a faithfulncss 77!
1 can see Miliss “‘av-
‘motionless in the sien,.
her knees and her fac.
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breakfast. It
require all our st
taking, and to attem
on an empty stomach wou
-be worse than madness. The
1 explained to Miss Maybourne,
willingly volunteer
cook while 1 set a
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