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The easiest way to find out & girl's age is
to ask some other girl

Phe census of Kagland and Wales records
7,688,000 women as wage -earners,

Eawyer (in couort)—Lattle boy, do you
know the nature of an oath? Little Boy—
Yea, gir. It's something my pa uses to put
up stovepipes with,

New regulations have been adopted, on
the recommendation of the Minister of Cus.
toms, for the importation into Canada of
animals for the improvement of stock.

Home one has invented a new style of
bays' trousers which is highly recommended.
They have a copper seat and sheet iron
knees, are riveted down in the seams and
have water-proof pockets to hold broken

eggn.

Minister—And so the little boys asked
you to play marbles on Sunday, Bobby, and
you refused? Bobby—Yes, eir. Minister
—Now, tell me why it was, Bobby, that you
refused. DBobby—'Cause they wouldn't play
fos keeps.

Whe lateet cure tor consumption is that
advocated by M. Garcin before the Paris
Academie de Medicine, which consists in the
inbalation of fluohydric acid. The patient
remains for an hour daily in a cabinet of eix
cahio metres capacity, the air of which is
satarated with fluchydric acid,

Bhree girls of Aroostook, Me., walked
from Ashland to Portage Lake, rowed
acroas the lake, ate their dinner, and return-
ed to Ashland in the afternoon, haviog
walked eighteen miles. The same girls can
travel on snowshoee, ride horses, milk,

teach school and play the piano,

Electricians have discovered that the hu-
man brain whea at work evolves enough
heat to drive an electric motor, through the
intervention of a thermopile. One of these
days the ministers, lawyers and editors will
ba given free on the railroads on con-
d that they wear thermopiles in their
bats, trink hard, and furnish power for the
locomotives.

When New Zealand was first discovered
by Buropeans cannibalism was a commor
hahit among the natives, and it was not en-
tirely done away with until the introduc-
tion of Christianity within the present cen-

. To-day we read that a little work
tled ** The State, or the Rudiments of
New Zealand Sociology’ has just been pub-
lished at Wellington chiefly for the use of
oung Maoris able to understand easy Eng-
Elh- It is & long step from cannibalism to
the study of sociology, but the Maoris have
not been long in taking it.

Br. MoGlynn states that by l:lririnF him
ous of a single ish ** the machine” has
made the whole world his parish. Having
devoted his attention so far only to the
American section of this new parish, it is
now his purpose to vieit .hat portion of it
commonly known as the United Kingdom,
He will sail for England shortly after New
Year's and will address m-ﬂﬂlﬂlgﬂ in the
mg cities with a view to propagating the

doctrines of the Anti Povertyites. He
atates that he will not go to Rume unless
“ properly invited.”

** Fommy, how are you getting on at
sochool?” Tommy—* First rate, ma.”
¢ Mention the namea of some of the domes-
tio animale.” ““ The horse, the dog, the
pig.” *‘Mention some more, Tommy.”
‘‘ The goose, the hen, and the duck.” *Yes.
I was thinking of four-legged animals,
What animal is that which lives most-

in the house, but which often makes a

ful noiee eo that people cannot sleep !"”
“ Four-legged animal ' * Yes.” “Don't
let people sleep 1’ ** Yes.,” Tommy, tri-
wmphantly, ** The piano.”

Oourtship is visible on every hand at
Saratoga. Its ts are varioums, but
usually mild, though occasionally violent,
Oaly last evening I went quickly around a
corner of a veranda and caught a fellow
llrlqgling with a girl for a kiss. ‘' You
shan’'t have it,” she said. **I will,” he
persisted. ‘‘ No, you shan’t——"" and here
she saw me, and she finished the sentence
this way: ‘' This locket is a keepeake, and
I won't even lend it to you.” Locket, in-
decd | Fellows don't pucker their months
like that in asking for lockets.—[Philadel-
phia Times,

Ome factory sprinkles tobacco with New
England rum ; another uses Jamaica rum,
another moistens it with the rankest corn
whiskey he can find, and each brand has
its own peculiar eesential oil. Some use
fennel, others use ginseng, while the acid
sumach, abounding in tannin, cheap and
plenty, givea that peculiar burning of the
tangue, which charscterizee much * fine
cut.” Astringent barks, wormwood, the
refuse of tho cinchona and others, give the
bitter taste which some consumers like, and
the twie or ‘‘ nigger-head,” which is largely
exported to tropical climates, gets a special
absorbtion.

ok WnLﬁre:.ﬂy dislike to find fault with
any of the customs of our beautiful little
city,” says a Lakota editor, ** but we muss
nevertheless insist that people keep their
awine out from under the office of the 7'ri-
bune and Palladium, While engaged at
our deak writing our leader on * The Sta-
bility of Our Territorial Institntions’ for
our paper this week oneof Senator McBride's
razor-backed hogs humped up its epine and
hﬁm scratching  its k on the beams
under the floor, jarring the whole bvilding
and making it nocessary for as to stop our
wark on the editorial, crawl under onr
office and welt the critter along the side
with a column rule. This interiupted our
train of thought, aud the editorial is not
what we (’:ﬂll{[’l wish,"—[Chicago Tribune

Henry George dnes not attempt to conceal
his surprise at the smallness of the vote

lled by his party in New York on Tues.

y, but he professes to be perfectly satiafied.
In a spaech at Webster hall on the night of
the election he said :—**The result was a
surprise to me. I expected a much larger
vote, but I am entirely eatiafled, I have no
regreta, It was probably too soon for us to
win such a victory as we expected, and
though we will w more slowly we will

w more surely, 1 thought before the
election that our vote wonld not be less
than 70,000 in the city, but instead of 70,.
000 we received but 37,000, That 37,000,
however, represent principles, not men
This is not our Waterloo, bu. our Bull,
Run.” By this he means that upwards
of 30,000 of the men upon whom he relied
had been bought by his opponents, and that
his party would henceforth be stronger
without them, This is certainly extracting
““ suubeams from cucumbers,”

Gallantry of the American Waiter

The American waiter is a source of con.
stant study to me whenever I am on my
travels, and at no other time is he so in-
teresting to me as when he has to deal with
the lone woman at the hotel. [ have been
watchivg him, and ' have seen the l~rr w .
man come into the dining- ~om, «v down at
the table and starve to death, while every
body else —that is, every man—body, who
came in after her got their orders promptly

| served. The lone woman—or any woman,

in fact—does most mortally hate to *‘tip” a
waiter or & porter when she is paying full
rates anyhow, 8he won't do it if she can
bly exist without it, and when she

oes give a foe, it is usually five cents, and
ten cunts she considers an enormous, a
prlnuulg tuity, The waiter and the hall-
boy and the porter all know this, and con-
sequently the lone woman, while she is
never insulted, and is treated with the ut-
most show of politeness and with genuine
courtesy at the desk, is quietly ignored by
the servants, and her hotel and railway lines
have fallen in stony places. This ‘“tipping”
business has wn t2 be an outrageonus
nuisance even in ‘ncs. | nited States. Our
citizens who *ra.el abroaa .r ~g home the
evil habit commercial travellers and people
in all lines of the dramatic professions are
much given te it, and it is beginning to be so
that you are -ather neglected without it.
Frequently in »od hotels, where all the
help is well paid, the servant will remind
you that he expects to be ** remembered.”
A few weeks ago I ra into Harrisburg .*
my family at a hotel, » ranging for them to
meet me at another point ﬂ two days, as

the intervening runs were too bard for the | P

Prince, I got up at 2 a.m., carried my own
valise down-stairs, never saw hide nor wool
of a porter, and went my way. Two i:ia
later, when the family came away, a f -
man, whose shacklea had been removed by
mistake, urking about to ¢ what few
articles the guest could not take, told my
sister that he had waited on me constantly,
and that I said I would give him half a
dollar when I came back. She gave the
brigand fifty cents. I haven't been back
there yet, but I am going. My work has
been quite exhausting this season, and I
need recreation ; so 1 have promised my-
self the pleasure of attending a colored

funeral,
—

Higher Education for Farmers.

Dr. Hoskins, a Vermont physician, who
went from a farm to college that he might
study as a physician, wisely says :—

““ It ia & most singular and painful thing,
this indifference in 8o many farmers to the
value of education. By a course of medical
study I became familar with at least the
elements of several sciences, and when, by
an accident, I was made incapable of follow-
ing my profession, and returned again to the
soil for a livelihood, 1 found in my chemi-
cal, geological and botanical acquisitions my
greatest help to prosperity, Unquestion-
ablv these would have been of little use
without work. I believe in work, but I see
no reason why work should not have the
help of kncwledge. ¢Iuntelligent, continu-
ous work,’ is what a farmer needs ; and the
more intelligence the better,

** Now that I am entering upon old age,
I am particularly desirous to excite in those
ambitious young men who will soon occupy
the Btﬂfﬂ of action which I am leaving, a
desire for all uzeful knowledge, and to con-
vince them that by the application of that
kuowledge fapming can be raised from a base
drudgery to a pleasant, elevating and pro-
fitable occupation, Farming not only can
be but must be an intellectual occupation,
requiring as much brain work as any busi
ness on earth. The fine gentleman brought
up todo nothing in particular, and‘educated’
in the same way, who squanders a fortune
in mnddling on a’farmn is not an educated
farmer whatever himself or others may
think. The rule has been that men were
educated away from instead of into farming,
etc, The educated farmer is in agriculture
‘for all it is worth,’ and in using this cant

hrase I mean it, with all that it implies.

oney is not the onlv nor the highest object
of man’s ambition. The true aim of life for
man is the development of all his faculties
and powers to their higheat capabilities.
Make a man of yourself, all around, my
young friend. Develop all that is in you;
use your faculties for all they are worth ;
and in doing this, while you need not fail of
worldly wealth, or at least of comfortable
prosperity, you will develop values in your-
self which money alone wilrnaver buy, and
which you and those who know youm will
never think of ecstimating in mere dollars
and cents,

Where the Money Goes.

It was stated the other day on the au' hor-
ity of the New York Herald, that about
40,000,000 ballots were printed for the
elections in New York on Tuesday last.
The 7%. tes places the figure at 50,600,000
and eays that not more than 1,200,000 were
deposited in the ballot boxes, For receiv-
ing and muntinF these ballots the city em-
ployed and paid 5,681 persons, of whom
4,060 were i ctora of elaction and 1,624
were poll clerks, It is estimated that
besides these men paid out of the city treas-
ury, each of the five partiea which had
tickets in the fleld, employed under pay
forty-rive men in each election district, or
36,540 in all the 812 districts. This makea
a total of 42,224 voters, out of 200,000, who
were under pay in the city on election day,
and were sclected for their work by the
party managers. The total amount receiv-
ed by them, from cither the city treasury
or the party organizations, was not less than
£300,000, to say nothing of the large sums
distributed in other ways, ‘These facts af-
ford an inni%ht into some of the methoda of

seration of the ** machines” in the poli-
ﬂc. of New York city. The 7Vmescalls for
reform in this matter, and suggests that the
ballots should be furnishgd at the public
expense, and given directly to the voters,

| ——
Miles of Rope.

are being purchased by the hotel keepers of
New York, to enable them to comply with
a law passed at Albany laat scasion, This
law makes it a misdemeanor for kotel pro-

rietora to 11‘1'.;]!"&-':- to I'.IIII.L".‘F* A rape or ather

re escape convenient to each room above
the ground floor. [t will involve, it i3 es.
timated, the purchase of three hundred and

many thousanda of dollara in New York
City. It cost the Ntewart astate eight hun.
dred dollars, ['he coils of rope will be near
the windows, one end being apliced to a gal.
vanized iron eye screw, which is fastened
to the'windew frameabove the sill, Itisex-
Eecl:e:l that by the end of this month every

otel in the city will have a rope in each
rcom.

TR LN e m——

HISTORICAL.

Tug KuenivE oF EGcyprT.

Mohammed Tewfik is the gon of Ismail,
who ruled Egypt from 1863 to 1879. 'l he
father was a man of boundless energy. It
was his aim to free his country from the
sovereignty of Turkey and to make her a
powerful kingdom. He bought from the
Porte the title of Khedive and a large de.
gree of independevce, and then set about
the works of developing his realm. The
old laws were revised and refermed, rail-
roads, telegraphs, and canals were buiilt
large armies were raised and the great equa-
torial region of the Soudan was conquered
and brought under the rule ot Ismail. Such

activity had not been known in Egypt for
years,
But these signs of prosperity were pur-

chased at frighiful cost. The fellahin, or
?mntu, were already overtaxed, and the

hedive was obliged to borrow money in
France and England at an interest rate of
from 12 to 20 per cent. The revenues fail
ed to meet the interest charges, and the-
French and Epglish creditors of Egypt per-
suaded their respective goveroments to in-
terfere in order to check the recklees finan-
cial career of the sovereign. Iemail was
forced to resign and go into exile, Tewfik
Pasha, his eldest son, succeeded him August
8, 1879.

Tewfik Pasha is known as a gentleman of
refinement, a faithful husband and a good
father. But his influence upon public af-
fairs is scarcely notiteable, Ever since his
acceseion to the throne the actual ruling
nwer has been 1n the hands of the agents
of France and England, who collected the
revenues, dividing them between the Khe-
dive and the bond-holders. This European
control irritated the natives and caused the
rebellion led by Arabi Pasha in 188l.
France refusing her aid, England put down
the revolt alone, and since that time has
had sole charge of the Egyptian govern-
ment. DBut the Britich occupation has not
been successful. In 1883 a religions war
began in the Soudan under * El Mahdi.”
The revolt was allowed to grow until it
could not be suppressed without enormous
cost of men and money. After great losses
the DBritish abandoned Equatorial Africa
and most of Nubia to the rebels, but not
until the expenses of the war had plunged
Egypt more deeply than ever into debt.
This is the sitvation. The Khedive lives in
grand style and has an anrual allowance of
£450,000. He is assisted by s cabinet of
five ministers and by a council and assembly,
But all this machinery is under English
supervision, and nothing of importance iu
law, finence, or military matters is dome
without the knowledge and approval of the
English agent.

—_— el

Getting to the Station.

The man who has had oocasion to got to a

railway station from a count hotel,
has had an experience that lingers
ong in hia memory. 'T'he demands of the
lcommercial traveller, who is a wonderful
missionary, has changed matters a little in
this respect, but still you occasionally find
the old-time country landlord who is unable
to understand the feverish eagerness of the
sojourner to catch the 10:20 a.m. passenger
east, when there is a freight going west at
7:30 p.m. You tell him you want to go to
the station this morning, and ask for your
bill. He chews a toothpick a moment, then
looks at your name on the register a long,
long time. Then he sighs, and looks into a
book behind the desk, in which there has
never been nn entry made since the death of
his father, who kept the tavern before him.
You can see this book any time lying around
among the candles and kerosene lamps and
matches. What he sees in it besides the
old entries made in his father's stiff, regular
chirography he must see with the eye of
faith. Maybe he looks back till he finds an
entry against some gueat who stayed in his
father's time about as long as you have. 1
think that must be it, because when at last
he closes that beok he tells you the amount
of your bill. If you have been there one
day or three weeks it takes just the same
time to give yon the amount of your bill.
Then you are ready to go. He says he'll
Fet you down to the station. Halt an hour
ater you tell him you are all ready. He
looks mr?ﬂmd,

‘‘ Hain't them boys come around with the
waggon "

Then he remembers that he forgot to tell
them, Then he * hollera ™ for * the boys”
until he learns that they have taken the
waggon on & trip in another direction. Ho
says it's no difference, the train doesn’t go
till 4 o’clock. Yro tell him your train goes
ut 9:30. He looks f.cr=dn’sus and says :—

* That train goes to Berwick,”

You say you are going to Berwick, sud
amszement sits upon him. Hoe finallv gets
another team, leaves the house at 9:25,
pssures you that you have plenty of time,
drives you seven miles in two hours, and
finding, to® his unspeakable astonishment,
that the 9:30 train had gore by alrendy,
offers to take you back to the house for
nothing,

You decline and he waits around the
station about flve minutes, in the vague
hope that some anadvertised and unexpect-
ed train may come along with a waggon-
load of passengers for him to take back,
tears down a last year’s California land ex.
cursion advertisement to hang up in his
office for a time card, and thua fortified
against mistakes in future, he drives away
and leaves you sitting disconsolately on a
baggage truck, waiting for the train sever
hours away, a prey » melancholy and e
station loafer, who chews tobacco incessant.
Iy and stares at yov unwinkingly, and says,
“Huh?' the firet time you ‘ask him a
(uestion, and  unno"” when you repeat
it - Burdette.

il —

What Would He Have Thought ?

““If to an Amen ican Indian of the olden
time,” saysthe Boston Tyanscript, '*a wo-
man of our modern civilization had suddenly
nrpmrml walking painfully in her tight,
high heeled boots, her free motion checked
by skirts and “pull backs," drawing her
breath unsteadily from above her tiny pinch.

| ed waist, her neck tightly collared up to
fifty miles of rope and a total expense of |

her ears, the bird wings in her hat reaching
far above her head an. puiniing to the
zonitn, and her skirts hnngi_ng out a yard be
hind her as from a camel’'s homp—what
would the | 'dian have thought do you sup-
ose "' Possibly what the New Fampshire
armer said the first time he me. a full.
fledged “dude on the highway, *‘ \ell,
well ; what funny vhings a feller sces when

he hein't got no gun ith him !

STATISTICS,

For the completed four months of the
current fiscal year the Daminion revenue
amounted to §11 702 9351, an excess over ex
penditure of §1,063 829,

During the ten months of this year 128,
620 immigrants hive arrived in Canada, au
increase of 206 196 compared with the corres
ponding period | st year. Of these 67 701
settled in Canada, against 57,245 for last
year,

The statement of the Bank of Montreal
for the six months ending October 31at, sub-
mitted to the directors yesterday. shows a
decrease in net earniogs of about $10 ,00y
:;ng:;ﬂnuud with the corresponding period io

Tht value of the real estate confiscated
from the Church of Mexico in 1859 by the
Juarez Government has been varioualy esti-
mated at from one fourth to one third of the
value of all the real estate of the couutry,
representing not less than £300, 00,0 0.

Newfoundland has taken to agriculture.
It has produced th 8 year hay and potatoes
to the value of §880,000 and butter to the
value of 860,000, The fishing industry is
very precarious and the resort to agriculture
seems to be the only hope for the colony.

In the whole Russian Empire, with no
less than 20,000 of the number dying annu-
ally, a third part of the obituary are up-
ward of 80 years of age ; 900 are above 100
years of age, from 50 to 55 arc above 120
years, 20 are upward of 130 years, 8 are
more than 135 years of age, and 2 or 3 ure
reckoned on to reach irom 140 to 135 years.

First-class freight is carried from Mont
real to Calgary at §3 34 per hundred pounds,
but from ﬁluntrea.l to Vancouver at §1.89.
Yet Vanccuver is 644 miles farther west
than Calegary. The reason for the dilference
is the circumstance thut Vancouver ia a com-
petitive point, while Calgamy is not. Bat
this explanation does not satisfy the Cal-
garians,

It is eaid that the late Lord Wolverton's
income amounted to £300,0 0 a year, which
would make him at least a sixfold million
aire. Millions have been falling into the
hands of new owners pretty freely of late
by four deaths of very rich men, namely,
Baron Stern, who left £4,000,(00 ; Mr. Hugh
McCalmont, £3 000,000 ; Mr. Rustell Stur-
gis, £2 000,000 and Lord Wolverton, L6,-
000,000.

The return of traffic of the Grand Trunk
railuay for the week ending November 5th
is as follows :—DPassenger train earnings,
$118,342 ; freight, $2061,667 ; total, §38v,-
009. For the corresponding week last year
the earnings were :—Passenger, $112,619 ;
freight, $266,431 ; total, 3379,050, showing
an increase for 1887 of 3009,

The yield of diamonds from the Kimber-
ley Mine alone, from the ¢pening in 1871 to
the end of 1885, is atated to have exceeded
17,500,0 0 carats, equal to 2} tons weight
of precious stones, in value about ¢100,000,-
000. 'To obtain this as many thousand tons
of reef and ground have had to be ¢xcavat-
ed. The mine is 450 feet deep, and the cu-
bical contents of this huge cuvity measure
about 9,000,000 cubic yards, Fonr thousand
Kaflirs are employed at this mine,

A picture of Niagara Falls, which ia to be
taken to London for exhibition, is one of the
largest ever painted, being 380 feet in length
by 45 in breath, 1'he artist, Paul Philip-
poteaux, with a dozen assistants, has been
engaged constantly on the work for the past
six months, and some idea of is magnitude
can be gained from the following list of ma-
teriale consumed : — White lead, 3,000
pounds ; oil, 3 322 gallons ; essence (turpen-
tine), 3.240 gallcns and a car load of colors,

Sir. J. B, Lawes, in his annual letter to
Bell's Weekly Messcnger, Oct. 17, estimates
the British wheat yield of 1587 at 67,534,-
200 bushels, from 2 383 534 acrea, But he
deducts this year 2 bushels, instead of his
usual 2§ bushels, per acre for the seediig,
bringing out as the result a total of rather
lesa than 8,000,000 bushels available for con-
sumption. Taking the estimated consump-
tion E“ head of the population at 5.65 bush.-
ols, he makes the requirement for the cur-
rent vear 211,359,680 bushels, of which
about 148,000,000 bushels have to he suppli-
ed by stocks and imports. Ile tinds it more
difficult than usual to form an eatimate for
the country at large upon the basis of the
very limited crop of Rothamsted.

Four-fifths of the engines now working in
the world have been constructed during the
last 25 years. Krance owns 49,.90 station-
ary or locomotive boilers, 7,000 locomotives
and 1,830 boats’ boilers ; Germmany has 59,-
(00 hotlers, 10,000 locomotives and 1,700
ships’ hoileras ; Anstrin, 12,000 boilers and
2,500 locomotives, The force equivalent to
the working steam engines represents :—In
the United States 7,500,000 horse-power, in
England 7,000,000 horse-power, in Germany
4,500,000, in France 3,000,000 and in Auns-
tria 1,500,000. 1In these figures the motive
power of the locomotives is not included,
whose number in all the world ameunta to
105,000, representing a total of 3,000,000
horse-power. Adding thisa amount to the
other powers we obtain the total of 46,000,-
000 horse-power. A steam horse power is
equal to three actual horzes’ power ; and a
living horse is equal to seven men. The
steam engines of the world represent, there.
fore, approximately the work of 1,000,000,
000 men, or more than double the working
population of the earth, whose total popula-
tion amounts to 1,455,923.000 inhabitants.
Steam has accordingly trebled man’s work.
ing power, enubl'ng him to economise his
physical strength while attending to his in-
tellectual l!uﬁ'*.-?u{‘i‘ﬂ'mn t.

“The statement made by Canon Isaac
Taylor at the recent Church Congress, that
Ialamn as a missionary religion is more sue-
cessful than Christianity, having been receiv-
ed with surprise and indignation,” says the
London Standard, ** he contributes to a con-
temporary some of the facts on whizh his
generalizations were based,  After making
all allowance for natural increase of popula-
tion, the census returns show that Moham.
medanism, which has no paid misaionaries,
13 gaining in India 6G00,COD converts per an
num, In Hindustan Proper, among a popu-
lation of 220,00,0000 841 Knglish mission-
aries madde last year 207 converts at a cost
of L4926 195, 1d. In the extreme south,
on the other hand, among the none-Aryan
populaiion, the numbers are very much
larger, but in four cases out of five the
qative Christiana are Roman Catholic and
not I'rotestant. In the native home of
[slam, in Arabia and its neighborhood, re-
sult were even less satisfactory, lLast year
101 nissionaries, at a cost ot £11,000 pounds,
only succeeded in making one oconvert, and
she was a girl, described as * easily influenc-

ed and requiring constant guidance,

o

Shooting on Stilts.

““ Who comes from La Rochelle smells of
mud” is one of the homely proverbs of the
French villagers, and, like arl old say ings, it
cuntains & certain amount of trat

L Rochelle stands, with a curious mix-
ture of swamps and higher ground stretch-
iug arcund it, within a small distance of the
town, Thoere is not the distinctive wet
marsh, alternating with firmer, drier ground,
which one finds in Gascony ; but in its
place, on either side of the roads intersect.
ing that part of the country, are tracts o
marsh land extending for nany acres, green,
with tall sedges and rushes lifting their
lances five and six feet above the level, with
& thick growth of ranker grass growing
about their roots thi:k as a mat,

Here and there will be foun 1 a clear spot,
» miniature lake with water not more that
twelve inches deep, the surface covered over
with duck weed, water-dock, and other
aquatic plants. Further on may be found
another spot clear of reeds, carpeted with
soft, springy turf, the grass of which is 3o
fine in texture that it looks like the mostjder
licate moss, and makes one inclined to lie
down there on the hot autumn days, and be
shaded from the sun by the almost tropical
growth that surrounds it.

A labyrinth of laues runs frem oasis to
oasis, and, viewed from above, it would be
declared a perfect paradise for the hunter,

I'hose who have been through its fastness-
es would tell you it was simply & vast tract
of mud,

In that green plot of mossy turf a man
would sink up to his waist ; where the reeds
and mat-like grass grows, he would esink
over his ankles, and not be able to see his
way a foot in advance tnrough their waving
stems. he pools of water are the only
safe tintk, for at the bottom of these the
mud is but an inch or two deep.

Mud is everywhere ; it cakes upon the
dogs and sheep, on the wheels of carts and
the legs of horses, whilst men, women and
children fird brushes teco ecarce or life too
ehort to be eternally cleauing themselves
from the distinctive mark of the Province.

These tracts vary in s’ze from six to twen-
ty acres, and are separated from each other
by chains of small mounds, or hille, that run
winding in and out in an aimless way
through the morasses, serving as footpaths
for the pedeatrian, and as grazing-gronnd
for cattle.

At might be expected, these marshes
form a great breeding-ground for duck, plo-
ver, rails, water hens, and aquatic fuw]i of
every kind. Many very rare migratory
birds are found here duving the epring and
autumn flights, and as soon as the breeding
seagon is over, und the market demaud for
fow]l commences, the professional fow lers of
La Rochelle are on the ground, and reap
the harveat that has 1o find them in food al-
most the year round.

As one would find but few fowl by tra-
versing the ** hill-paths,” and if one beat
the edges with a dog, he would only drive
the fowl further intv the marsh, human in-
genuity was not loug before it found a way
to compass the difficulty.

Boats or flats could not make their was
through the targles, the shooting-stands
erccted proved of little use after a week or
s0, and, be the summer ever so dry, the
water and mud in the marsh never seemed
ty» decrcase in volume., Beyond turaing
little brown at the edges where the sun
caked and cracked tha mud, and a little
stronger emell than usual, there was no
change winter or summer, and the interior
of the marsh remained forbidden grouud.
Then, many years ago, some height intellect
suggested stilts, and, from then uatil now,
the fowler of La Rochelle has used them in
his profession,

The very idea of shooting from a pair of
stilts is ludicrous, but ati!l more so is the
spectacle of the amateur who first tries it.

The stilts are about eight feot in length,
and are made in the usual way, Laving the
stirrup placed about sixtecn inches from the
top of the pole ; just above this is a strap
to put round the unkle, and at the top, to
fit round the upper part of the call, is an-
other strap. The lower part of the pole,
about six inches from the bottom, is sur-
rounded with wood arranged in bell sha
extending about three inches on either side,
which serves to prevent the pole from sink-
ing too deeply into the softer places.

Vhen the hunter has strapped on hia
atilta, both his hauds are free to handle his
gun, and he is also at a suflicient height to
see the fowl as they fly over the tall reeds,

and along the intersectiog lanes. Besides
the gun and stilts, his outfit consists of a
capacious game-bag slung at his back, and &
light pole about five feet lgng, fitted with a
net, snmething like a lacrosse bat,

Some fowlera provide themselves with an

iron hook, but the net is mare common than

the hook, and by far the most satisfactory.

Either implement is also carried slung acroes
the back by a strap fitting ronud the right
shoulder. A rough, hardy, Iung-lagFed ﬁng
completes the category. Dreed is of no ac

count ; if he retrieves well, is fond of w ater,
and not g0 heavy as tosink in the mud, that
is all that ia required of him.

These fowlers prescut a curious figure in
a country landscape, and may be seen at
any time, striding along the hill-paths to
that part of the marsh each one favors, in
the early morning light, or in the waning
twilight of evening, lo.king most uncanny
and spectral, looming up, clearly defined
against the horizon, like ro many giants,

R i

That Labor Law Agaia.

Despatches from San Francisco say that.
Senator Stanford, having become dissatisfied
with the labor of Chinese in his great vine-
yard, *‘is mow moking arrangements for
bringing out 100 vineyardists frem Bor-
deaux.” RBut the Senator must be familiar
with the law which forbids the importation
of labour under contract. Not long ago the
owner of a noted farm in Kentucky engaged
the services of a skilled dairyman in Glas-
gow, and after the dairyman had come to
this port he was sent back under the pro-
visions of that law. Of course, it is desir-
nble that the vineyard industry should
be developed in California by the valuable
assistance of skilled workmen from the
country where this industry has been per.
fected, but the law ntnmia?;: the way. So
far as it prevents the importation of skilled
labour, and especially such skilled labonr
as ;annot be furnished here, it is positively
detrimental to the interests of the conntry.
Ibecanse Senator Stanford pro 8 to dia.
place hundreds of the hated Chinese no onp
in California may be willing to thwart hia
purpose by causing the law to be enforosd
1n his case, but Congress will soon be in ses-
sion, and the Senator should at least attempt
to procure an amendment of the law betore

he violates it,~| Hew York Times,




