A Learned Woman.

Phidias and Pericles,
Theseus and Heracles,
Pyrrhus and Pumpil!l#a
And Scipio and his fius,
Aud old Romulus and Remns,
Nicodemus and Polyphemus,
Abraham and Trismegistus,
Anaxagoras and his sisters—

These, all these, and more than these,

Were known to Miss Sophronia V'ease.

Polycarp-and Alexander,

Sophocles, Anaximander,

Dido nmr‘ Demooritus,

Bolon and Theocritus,

Mithridates and Soorates,

Dionysius and Sulpicius,

Casar and Miltindes,
These, all these, and more than these,
Were known to Miss Sophronia Pease.

Hlﬂllmﬂk‘l. hj’dl"ﬂ“

Blquadratice and pneumatics,

Oonch slogy and Astrology,

Paleontalogy and geology,

Boclal stativs, numismatics,

Eoonomy and astronomy,

Genesis and Deuteronomy—
These, all these, and more than these,
Were known to Miss Sophronia Pease,

Kitchen-sweeping and house-keepiog,
Washing dishes, cooking fishes,
ﬂl"il'l.l‘.'lf buttns, baking mutton®,
Wielding ladles, rocking c adles,
Working ric-rac, making “ric-a-brae,
Lifting covers, charmiog lovers,
Buocotash or boiled potatoes,
Balt, or soda, or saleratus,
The domestic cookery question,
Or the ethics of digestion—
These, all these, and more than these,
Were Greek to Miss Sophronia Pease,

———l-—--—

SCILENTIFIC.

FLECTROPLATING CORPSES,

A writer in the Philadelphia Record de:
scribea the new pmcufualilur preserving corpses

electroplating as follows :
b?Tha bod[;' is ﬁ%ut thoroughly washed with
aloohol or with a solution of caustic potash,
followed by very dilute nitric acid, in order
to oleanse the body and remove all traces
of oily or greasy exudations. Then the
entire surface of the body, from which all
hair must be entirely removed, is dusted
over with finely powdered plumbago, care
being taken to cover every portion of the
surface. As the purpose of the plumbago
is to furnish a conducting surface, any un-
eovered spot upon the corpse would cause
a break in the plating. Tne Africanized
remnant of humanity is then immersed in
a bath of metallic solution containing a
lump of the metal with which it is deaired
to coat the body. To the piece of metal
is attached the positive pole of a strong
galvanic battery or a powerful dynamo-
eleotric machine, and the negative pole
is connected with the body. The action
of the powerful current of eleetricity im-
mediately commences, covering the body
witn a fine film of metal, which is deposited
evenly over the entire surface. As long as
she electrical current is uninterrupted the
deposit of the metal continues, and the
coating may thus be made of any desired
thickness. Ina lunﬁth of time proportion-
ed to the etrength of the electrical current
the entire body may be enveloped in a
metallic shroud an eight or a quarter of an
inch in thickness, or even more if desired.
By this impervious coat the remains are
thus perfectly protected from decay, and
may be preserved for an indefinite number

of years,

611& can readily imagine the feelings of
pride with which the man of a hundred
years hence would'lead his visitor into his
mortu chamber and point out each
member of his silver-plated ancestry, beau-
tifully polished and naturall uped
about the room. There would in those

no need for an expensive burial-lot in
a ionable cemetery, and there would
be no use for the costly and ostentatious
faneral of to-day. In thosedays the under-
taker would simply be an expert electio-
plater, and instead of a roomful of sample
coffins aud caskets he would nimplg exhibit
a few pieces of polished metal an inquire
of his customer : ** How would you like to
have the deceased finished, in copper,
nickel, silver or gold 1"

Reapixa WitHout EyEs,

W. H. Murray, a colporteur of the Na.
tional Bible Society of Scotland, has devised
a system of raised characters by which the
blind are enabled to read, Says the Mis-
sionary Herald : We have recently received
from Miss C. F. Gordon Cumming, the well-
known traveler, an interesting account of
this effort to reach a large and suffering
elass in China. It is eatimated that there

are over 500,000 blind persons in China,

A Million Dellar Diameond.

Concerning the early history of the Vie-
toria. the Great White Diamond sometimes
called the Imperial, very little is known ; in
fact, where the stone was found is onlyfs
matter of conjecture—a remarkable circum-
stance when we consider that this is the
largest brilliant in the world,

Lu is, however, believed that it was found
by some one in one of the Kimberley mines,
South Africa. The first intimation that
any of the various mining companies had of
its existence was when they heard of its safe
arrival in London. It is yenerally supposed
that in the month of June or July, 1884, the
stone had been found by one of the suveil-
lance officers of the Central Mining Com-

any in the Kimberley mines. It being his
Euty to search others, he had the privilege
of not being searched himself, and so the
stone wis through the searching
house, and he was afterward supposed to
have found mesns of communicating with
four illicit diamond buyers. Owing to the
stringency of the diamond laws of Griqua-
land West, the trading in rough diamonds
is forbidden any one not owniug one of the
* patents” or ** licenses,” as they are called,
cesting £200 and a guarantee of £500. All
purchases made by them must also be en-
tered in a special registry, and are duly
signed every week by the police authorities.
£3,000 was the price paid to obtain the stone
from thefirst possessor. To prepare them-
selves for the ordeal of transporting the
stone out of the district, they assembled at
night, commenced drinking, then gambling,
and after a night'sdebauch two of the party
lost there share in the big stone, The other
two reached Cape Town in safety, where
the diamond lawas are mot in force, and
from a dealer there received £19,000 cash
for their stone. An outward duty of one-
half per cent is collected on all shipments
of diamonds from Cape Colony ; but this
diamond is said to have been carried by
one of the passengers of a mail steamer,
and was hence undeclared. We next hear
from it in London, causing considerable
sensation at Hatton Garden, the great dia-
mond market, After considerable time had
been spent in trying to find a capitalist who
could afford to buy such a gem, it was at
last arranged by a former resident of the
Cape mines to form a company of eight per-
sons, who bought the stone together for
£45,000 cash, on condition that if they
should dispose of it each should receive a
ninth share in the eventual profits.

Before cutting, it was estimated that the
crystal would furnish either of the following

ms : If cut as a briallette, 300 carats ; as
a drop, 230 to 240 carats; as a lozenge, 250
carats ; and as a mathematically perfect
brilliant, 150 carats. If cut in the latter
form, it would have furnished cleavages that
would cut into one 4) carat, one 20 carat
stone, and 40 carats of smaller stones, It
was finally decided to cut it into the largest
possible brilliant, still preserving a good
shape, and Amsterdam was selected as the
place where the gem could best be. cut.

It was nccnrdiligl}r sent to the polishin
mills of Jacques Merz, who erected a speci
workshop for the purpose. In order to bet-
ter obtain the brilliant form of cutting, a
piece was cleaved off which furnished a 19
carat diamond, and was sold to the King of
Portugal for £4,000. The cutting of the
large stone, which was commenced on the
9th of April, in the presence of the Queen of
Holland, took about twelve months, since,
instead of being cut by abrasion with another
diamond, as diamonds are usually cut, it was
polished down on the scaif ; and a great
amount of time was consumed by the cool-
ing of the stone, as it heated after an hour’s
running on the wheel. The cutter of the
stone was M. B. Barends. The stone ia its
finished condition weighs 180 carats, and is
a beautiful, perfect, steel blue diamond, and
is the largest brilliant in the world.

It is 39.5 mm.(1 9-16 inches) long, 30 mm.
(1 11.64 inches) wide, and 23mm. (15-16 of
an inch) thick, being exceeded in size by one
diamond only, the Orloff, belonging to the
Russian crown, which weighs 1947 carats,
but is a large deep rose, and not a brilliant.
The Victoria exceeds the Regent in weight
by 44} carats. The Kohinoor weighs only
106 1-16 carats.

The form of the Imperial is not entirel
even. (n one side of the girdle there is

uite a flat place, a natural unpolished sur-

ace, necessary in cutting, to preserve the
large ‘weight of the stone. It is, however,
a perfect 58 facet brilliant.
he original weight of the stone was 4574
carats, 3 1.60 ounces troy. The stone to-
day is held by a London syndicate for £200,.

Miss Cumming reports that Mr. Murray be- | 000.

gan life as a working sawmiller in the south e

of Scotland ; but, having by an accident Sponge-Fishing.

loat one arm, he became a colporteur in| The best living sponge is found, usually,

Glasgow, and subsequently went to Pekin.
His pity having been aroused for the innum
erable blind whom he met everywhere, he
has given every spare moment for ai%ht
years to the study of a system by which
they might be enabled to read. In place of
the four thousand characters in ordinary
use among the Chinese, he uses embossed
dots representing some four hundred and
iwenty sounds ; and his first experiment
with a blind beggar from the streets, who
was enabled to read fluently within six
weeks, showed that the system was practi-
eable. A school was opened at Pekin, and
blind boys learned to read with great accur-
aoy and rapidity—indeed, very much more
speedily than their companions who had
easight could leain to read the ordinary
hinese characters,

Wood oil is made on a large scale in Swe.
den from the refuse of timber cutting and
forest clesrings, and from stumps and roots;
and, although it cannot well burned in
common lamps on account of the heavy

portion of carbon it contains, it furnishes
a satisfactory light in lamps especially made
for it, and in its natural state is said to be
the cheapest of illuminating oils, Thirt
factories produce about 40,000 litres of oil
daily ; turpentine, creosote, acetic acid,
charcoal, coal tar oil, and other useful sub-
stances are also obtained from the same

material.
-

The Queen of Holland presented a remark-
ablo gift to the king on his 70th birthday.
The 1adies in waiting carried in an immense
bouquet which they placed before his ma-
jesty. The king was greatly surprised when
suddenly the top of the bouquet opened,
and the head of his danghter peeped out of
the flowers,

‘The editor wrote ** One thousand women
in lowa own and manage farms,” and the
perverse types made them declare that * One
thonsand women in Iowa own and manage
farmers.”” And the fanny part of thia story
ia that the paragraph printed is as truo as
J “raph written,

at a depth of eight or ten fathoms of water,
but is known to exist at great deptha ; one
variety has been found, in the Gulf of Macri,
at a depth of A hundred and eighty-five fath-
oms. An inferior aponge is found on the
coasts of Florida and the West Indies ; two
apecies of a better quality are brought from
the Lovant, The Turks and the inhabitants
of the Bahama Islands do a large trade in
sponge, and crews of between four and five
thousand fishermen are attached to about
six hundred boats, which are chiefly engag-
ed in the sponge fishery along the coast of
Syria, Candia and Barbary, The divers
take down with them a stone of triangular
ghape, pierced and fastened toa rope at
one angle ; the rope is attached to the rope
above, and the diver, by means of this stone
and rn;ly:, manages to reach the sponges,
which he tears from the rocks and places
under hia arms ; when ready he signals to
the men in the boat, by pulling on the
rope, and they pull him up. This is the
most effectual mode of obtaining sponge, al-
though the Greeks of the Morea obtain it by
means of a pronged instrument,which, how-
ever, tearas the sponges and reduces their
value, A coarser kind of sponge is found
about the Bahama and West India Islands,
of which about twoe hundred and fifteen
thousand P[loundu are sent annually to Great
Britain. There is a species of sponge famil-
iar to British shores which is almost tree-
like in form, with numerous branches. There
ia also a fresh water sponge which grows to
the height of a foot and is divided into many
branches, but its texture is so delicate that
the slightest handling tears it ; it is also of
a foul odor, resembling that of stagnant dit-
ches.
R
One of grandmother’s wise ways was to
keep a cup of alum water always close at
hand ; it ummll{( stood on the window-sill
beside her work-basket. Cut fingera and
bruises of all kinds, it wrapped in cloth wet
with the alum water, hﬂalmrwith a rapidity
that was truly wonderful. This ia so simple
a romedy that it is worth while to know

about it,

The Tobacco Habit.

The tobacco habit ot the people in the
United States is a large one, It is 8o gigan-
tic that it requires ﬂ'&’ﬂg State and Terri-
tory in the Union, save Colorado, Wyoming,
Mountana, and Utah, to supportit. It ex-
hausts. as no ocher harvest, 500,000 acres of |
land, ani in New York, alone, commands
20,000 persons,

The product of tobacco in the United
States is greater than that of any country
in the world, It is safe to say that the
United States furnishes one-half the tobacco
that enters into general commerce, Accord-
ing to an estimate made sowe years ago, the
aniual product was two billion pounds
This is & sum no one mprehend ; but
place this tobacco out in sight and look at
it. It isa roll two inchesin diameter, reach-
ing around the world thirty times.

According to a later estimate, the aunual
enst of tobacco is §600,000,000. What is
this sum? It would build a railroad, bond-
ed at $25,000 a mile, around the world ; it
would buy all the bread stuffs manufactured
in the country in a year, It would pay for
all the meat and woolen goods produced in
the country in twelve months. It is six
times all that is spent annually in the coun.
try for public instruction, It is millions
more than all that was paid to all the wage
receivers in the country in 1880. It 1s
enough to build and equip 20,000 miles of
railroad, and give to every idle man in the
country, employment for every working day
in the year, and wages enough to support
his family. Itis enough to give every third
head of a family in the country a homestead
of one hundred acres, paid for and free from
debt ; it is enough to build and equip 3,000
colleges every year; it is enough to build
2 500 homes for orphans, indigent, and poor,
and endow them every year; it is enough
to send 800,000 missionaries abroad and
throughout our land every year; it is enough
to give every man, woman, and child in tﬁa
land twe and a balf barrels of extra fine
flour and stop the cry for bread. This is
the sum tpent annually for the tobacco
habit,

But to divide this sum to see how it bears
on individuals, This groat sum is no less
than an average of ten dollars to every man,
woman, and child in the country. But not
all the women and children, nor all the men,
use tobacco. If half the people of the
oountry used it, the average cost would be
saventy dollars. Suppose a young mechanic
spends for tobacco five cents a day, $18.25 a
year—this is a suzposition far below the
average cost,—at the end of ten years, with
compound interest, the cost becomes $240..
54; at the end of twenty, $617.30; at the
end of thirty $1,442.77. This man may
pity his neighbor whose roof is burned over

house for himself. He thinks it all wrong
and cruel thai some friend has no home for
himeelf in old age; he has destroyed omne
for himself, and perhaps, in addition, suffer-
ed sume of the physical consequences of this
vice.

How much is the burden of tobacce on
villages? A Methodist minister states that
his whole society spent in a year, for the
support of its own church privileges and
missions, $841, and sixty-sevem church
members spent $845 for tobacco. A West-
ern town oxpended $.2,712 for schools and
churches and at the same time §4,098 for
tobacco. A correspondent for a Southern
paper affirms that in any Southern State
where the ne compose half the popula-
tion. **The snuff which is sold amounts
annually to more than the cost of all the
farming implements of all kinds, including
cotton-gius, cotton-presses, steam-engines
for farm use, horse-powers, and all sorts of
mechanical tools,” and ends: *‘ I stand pre-
pared with Chalmer’s chuallenge, ‘ Give me
your pinch of spuff, and I will nurpnrt the
chorch,’ (Give me your tobacco, cigars, and
snuff, and [ will support the whdle Southern
Church, and do it handsomely.”

't is well that good people feel as much
interest in this vice as they do ; may they
take much more. Let the young man that
is hesitating about thias vice consider well,
and save himself from its slavery. Let all
unite to release this land, the poor, the
hungry, the homeless, from the enormous
burden of this tobaoco habit.

-

The Queen’s Kitchen.

In the Queen’s kitchen there is u.%nnk-
keeper to give orders to grocers, provision
and other dealers ; four clerks to aid him in
his work, a chief cook, four master cooks,
two yeomen of the kitchen, two assistant
cooks, two roasting cooks, four scourers,
three kitchen maids, a storekeeper, two
‘ green office” men, two steam n.p}:a.ra.tnu
men, first and second yeomen of confection-
ery, an apprentice, three female assistants,
an errand man, a pastrycook, two female as-
sistants, a baker and assistant and three
ooffee-room women. There is an extensive
wine cellar, superintended by a man of large
salary, and an army of officers engaged in
various departments su ve of eating and
drinking. Plenty of servants to make work
for each other, and doubtless many of them
find plenty todo ! But the w the servanta
receive in the Royal household are not large.
We are told that even so gorgeous a gentle-
man as a Queen’s footman has to begin with
a modest $250 a year, which in course of
time may expand to $400, but no further.
Perquisites, too, have been abolished or cur-
tailed. There is an allowance of sixguineas
and a half for hair powder, bag and stock-
ings ; but each man has to find his own
blacking and boot brushes, and to pay for
his own washing. A suit of state livery is
said to cost £600. They are rarely used,and
of oourse, rarely renwed. When they are re-
newed, however, the old garments become
the perquisites of the wearers, and the gold
lace upon them is, of course, of considerable
value. The Queen has fifteen footmen, and
one sergeant-footman with a salary of 6560
a year. Formerly the sergeant footman or
one of the six senior footmen was often pro-
moted to the position of page-of-the-presence,
or of a Queen's messenger, either of which
was worth $1,500 or $2,100 a year. But
this practice has gone the way of most of
the perquisites, and the position of a !I:?nl
footman is no longer sought for as i1t used to
be, ' |

During a thunderstorm at Hazelton. Pa.,
lightning struck a penknife in the hands of
High Sheriff Ziordt, who was bathing in a
tub. When he recovered consciousness he
founnd nothing but small splinters of the
tub he had been bathing in and the water
it contained was equally distributed over
the floor, as if done with a mop in the
hands of a serubwoman, The metal in the
knife was melted. No other evidence that
the lightning had entered the room could

be found,

his head, but he has slowly burned up a | g

' village

The Inyentor's Work in Agri-
culture.

The conditions of the welfare of countries
have undergone very great changes during
the last filty years. Up to a comparatively
recent period, it was almost an axiom of po-
litical economy that the farmers were the
producers of the true wealth of a region.
They worked a mine that was inexhaust-
able if proper treatment was awarded it.
If the soil became spent, it was interpreted
as & sign of faulty agriculture. Properly
treated, the same land could be used, year
in and year out, and would yield a constant
return for labor expended and capital in-
vested, The coal miner works out a deposit
of coal and abandonssthe region, after cum-
bering many acres with heaps of onlm, The
metallurgist builds his furnace near the
source of supplies, to be abandoned when
these fail. But the farmer, by his perma-
nence of location, and by his improving,
instead of exhausting, the land, seemed the
founder of a country's prosperity. It is true
that, in some instances, particularly where
subjected to a heavy drain upon its mineral
constituents by successive crops of cereals or
tobacco, land became exhausted. Modern
science, with improved systems of fertilizing
and prescription of rotation of crops, endea:
vureﬂl, with much success, to overcome this
trouble,

The agriculturist was thus advanced in
his efforts by the chemist, and took a step
forward toward a more scientific treatment
of his materials, Coincident with, or a lit-
tle in advance of, this epoch, the mechanical
inventor appeared on the scene, and invent-
ed machinery which enabled horses to do
the work of men. From the reaping hook
to the cradle was an important step. It
multiplied greatly the labor of man. From
the cradle to the reaper, from the pitchfork
to the unloading machinery, from: hand
labor to the self-binder, from the flail to the
threshing machine, were still greater onds,
as they did away with directly applied
human labor. These inventions mark a‘re-
volution in farming,

Tne farmer or his laborers to-day do not
do one hundredth part the actual work,
Steam or horse driven machinery are the
agents. The farm is converted into afactory.
irain is sowed and fertilizers aredistributed
by machines, Improved cultivators are
used in treating growing crops. After har-
vesting by power, threshing machines are
substituted for the old time flails, The
farming of fifty years ago is becoming a lost
art,

To a great extent, the farmer is deposed
from hig position as the principle producer
of & region’s wealth. This honor must be
shared by others. The chemist has had his
rt in the change, but the inventor stands
above all in this. To him the new condition
is principally due, As-the result of his
work, the United States mairtain numerous
factories devoted entirely to the production
of agricultural machinery. KEvery city and
have stores devoted to their sale.
The farm directs the operations of the ma-
chinery when completed, just as the engineer
of a steamer superintends the running of the
engine. It would be as truthful or logical
to call the marine engineer the developer of
commerce as to claim for the farmer the title
of sole producer. 'In his work he has part-
ners. g’t"ithnut the great agricultural im-
plement works, he could donothing. They,
as well as he, are agents in production. The
inventor who directs and plans the factories’
work is also a phrtuer, and is an actual pro-
ducer. He u]:a.]r nfr:rt ma}m t;slwu blades i:af
grass grow where formerly there was on
one, hﬁ?ha has changed another ratio fﬂ{'
the better. He has made the actual labor
of man far more efficient than before. Ths
soil may produce no more, but the labor of
those tilling it is many times more produc-
tive.

The future political economist should pay
regard to the new order of things. The in-
fluence of the inventor has been particularly

reat in the field of agriculture. It has
gﬂnu away with the customs of many cen-
turies; it has converted the farmer into a
superintendent or engineer, and raised him
from the dependency due to unending teil.

The immense grain farms of the West are
the outcome of such factors. Steam and
horses are the motive power, and improved
machinery is the direct performer of the
work. The system by which they are run
could nomore existwithout the inventor's aid
than the merchant navy could be pmﬂt&hlfv
worked without compound engines and all
the latest devices and inventions in steam
machinery. The same applies to the small-
er farma of the East. On them the work is
done by machinery, and the farmer is being
educated and developed into an engineer,
capable of running and repairing complicat-
ed machines,—Scientific American,

=2

An Estate of Over a Million Acres

Thursday last, at the Mart, Tokenhouse
Yard, Messrs, Wells ana Read offered to
public auction the freehold domains of an
enormous estate situated in the Province of
Vefsen, in Norway, and abont 200 miles
north of Trondbjem, lying between 65 ° and
66 © north latitude; no portion of it reached
beyond the temperate zone. It was describ-
ed as occupying o fiftieth part of the whole
country, the area being 1,200,000 acres, or
2,000 square miles, and the number cf farms
was 168. It was also stated to be rich in
timber and mineral productions, which were
capable of very great development. In one
respect, as the auctioneer said, it was unique,
being the largest estate that was ever offered
for sale, and presented an exception to the
custom of the country, where the farmer is

enerally the owner of his occupation.
%‘Vithin ts boundaries was situated the Lake
Ros Vand, one of the largest inland waters
of Norway. The sporting rights, over 200
miles of river and lake were reserved, afford-
ing some of the finest wild uhnﬂtinﬁ and fish
ing in the North of Euarope. The estate
was easy of access, as much so as the High-
lands formerly were, and the climate in the
summer months was exceedingly pleasant.
There was no serious offer for it, for the
small sum of £6,500 that was named, or
about 1d. per acre, could scarcely be so con-
sidered, and the property was withdrawn.—
[ London Times,

il

The London Lancet says reu le can easily
protect themselves and their ¢ ildren from
the bites of gnats and other insects by
gponging the nl-ﬁn and hair with a weak solu-
tion of carbolic acid. It will drive away
the whole tribe. The solution need not be
more than six or seven per cent acid, and it
may beadded to water till the latter amells
strongly. It is perfectly safe. Horaes and
cattle conld be protected from flies in the

same way.

e -

s e —

Kept His Money in His Boots.

We were travelling from San Auntonio to
El Paso—an old and wealthy friend and
myself, To save ourselves in a measure,
the usual tediousness of the journey we en-
gaged in w social game of curds, wnd to
heighten che interest had staked some small
sums of money. "n drawing some small
::hillfgﬂ from his pocket, my frioud dropped
a roll of greenbacks into the aisle, A neatly
dressed young man on the opposite s
picked it up and handed it to its owner wit
the remark :—

“Rather a nice little wad to have out if
the train robbers should happen around.”
He had been a very social companion
during the earlier part of the trip, aud we
had taken a liking to him. His only draw-
back seemed to a want of knowledge
concerning life in Western Texas.

“Yes,” returned the old man ; “‘but I
hardly expect any more train robberies in
Texas, Why, it's been eight months since
we've had one. Well, if they do get this
little pile I'm safe, anyhow, 1ve got
twenty times that much more—and they
wouldn't know!where I had it. 1'm just a
little too cute for ’em. They never think
of making aman pull off his boots.”

The young man smiled. During the re-
mainder «f the afternoon he stood on
the g allery of the.coach, “tiking a good
look at the country; it was so different
from; Missouri, where he came from.”
Suddenly about dark the train stopped.
Some one exclaimed : ‘‘Don’t shoot I”

Our young acquaintance stepped from the
gallery into the car.

“ What's the matter? What's the
matter?” queried my elder companion.
“Qh, not much, not much,” was the glow
reply, ‘“‘only I guess old fellow” (here he
levelled a revolver at him), *‘I guees it's
about time for you to pull off your boots.”

The car filled witharmed men. The usual
programme was successfully carried out.

When the train was permitted to travel
on I flung myself into the seat made vacant
by the innocent young Missourian (), put
my hands into my empty pockets and
méditated until we reached our destination.
My old friend lighted a cigar, propped his
boots (those treasureless boots) on a seat in
front of him, and ssid he'd be hanged it
he'd say a word till he reached El Paso, He
thought he had said Eugh for one day.

A Ratilesnake Farm,

A oorrespondent of the Atlanta Constitu-
tion describes a farm in lllinois, the pro-
ducts of which are of a nature to make the
flesh of any but enthusiastic naturalisss
creep with horror, The farm is carried on
for the purpose of propagatiog rattlesnakes,
which are sold ata good round price. A
certain firm is at present using rattlesnake
oil in the mabufuctyre of a remedy for
rheumatism, aud the lllinois farmer has
agreed to furnish two hundred and fifty
snakes for the laboratory during the eeason,
no reptile being less than six years old, or
measuring less than four feet in lunﬁth,

There are thirty-seven **mounds” on the
farm—slightly raised hillocks—where the
snakes burrow in winter, and live with their
young in summer. Oa the south side of one
mound, where they could get the full benefit
of the sun, were to be seen, on the dav of
the reporter’s visit, over fifty reptiles, which
took not the slighest notice of spectators.

¢ That mound,” said the farmer, * prob-
ably coutains a dozen nests, and each neat
at least ten eggs. 1 have seen nests holding
eighteen young rattlers, the largest not over
two inches in length. ‘I'he eggs are about
the size of those of a partridge, but have &
soft shell.” X

In the farm house was a box of sawdust
under the stove containing twenty-seven
rattlesnake eggs, which were almost at the
point of hatching. After they have done so,
the tiny reptiles would bo fed upon flies,
caught for them by the children.

Several %:t snakes glide about the house.
They are absolutely harmless, the poison sac
having been removed from their moutbs,
and their fangs clipped with pincers, while
they were under the influence of chloroform.

The reptiles have no equal as mice exter-
minators, and in the summer oot only keep
the place free from bugs and flies, but’ from
human intruders,

i -
Self-Support in Water.

The utmost care and judgmenbt should be
exercised by those who go bathing. It is
perfectly foolhardy to take risks that may
cost one's life. It is desirable at all times to
be maater of one's self, but never is presence
of mind of more importance than when one
is in the water., Many people are drowned
because they exert themselves wildly when
thrown into the water suddenly, forgettin
completely ‘in their fright the buoyancy o
the water, which will sustain a body held
by a slight support. Kvery person should
learn to float who exposes himeelf to the
danger of drowning. A recent writer says :

‘It is, upfortunately, notgenerally known
that a finger laid upon an oar, or the gun-
wale of an overturning boat, or a board, or
almost any floating object, will sustain the
human body in calm water. Persons who
have been properly taught, and have ac-
quired the habit of acting with self posses-
sion in the water when they are upset, do
not attempt to climb upon the upturned
boat, but s mplf take hold of it and quietl
support themselves, A boat half filled wi
water, or mmpleﬂy overturned, will sup-
port as many persoBs as can get their han
upon the gunwale, if they behave quietly.
In case of accident, a person who under-
stands and acts in accordance with these
facts would stand a better chance of being
saved, even if he wera a poor swimmer, than
aa expert swimmer would have who should
lose his presence of mind.”

-
To Detect Bogus Butter.

Professor Soxheit, of Munich, suggests
the following plan for the ready detection
of bogus butter :—He proposes $o make a
law that &ll) butter must be mixed
during the preparation with phenolphtalein,
which is made out of one of the products of
the dry distillation of tar, and one gramme
of it will be enough for 100 kilogrammes of
bogus butter. The butter can then be offer-
ed for sale, colored yellow, or uncelored, or
in any way desired, and the phemolphtalein
will not be seen at all. But by adding & so-
lution of soda, or ammonia and water, or
aven a teaspoonful of water and the ashes of
a cigar, to a piece of the butter the sise of
bean the whole of the butter will become &
nice red if it be bogus butter er if bogus
butter be mixed with it.
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T'red Douglass, on being asked #o describe
his feelings when he heard people apeak
slightingly of his race, hesitated a mement
AN jed, *“I feel as if a muole had at-

tempted to kick me and missed.”
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