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"HREAD OF LIFE

SUNSHINE AND SHADE.
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" CHAPTIER X,—SHUFFLING IT (QFF.

The day had been an eventiul one for
Hugh Massinger : tho most eventful and
regnant of his whole history. Aslong as
gn ved, he could never possibly forgeu it,
1t ‘was indeed a critical turniog-point for
three separate livea—his own, and Elsie's
and Winifred Meysey's. For, as Hugh had
walked that morning, stick in hand aad
orchid in buttonhole, down the rose-embow-
ered lane in the Squire's grounds with Wini-
fred, he had askeu the friihtaned, blushing
girl, in simple and straightforward lavgu-
age, without any preliminary, to kec:me
his wife. His shy fish was fairly hooked at
last, he thought now : no need for daintily
playiog his catch any looger ; it was but a
question, as things stood, of reel and of
landing net., The father and mother, those
important accessories, were pretty safe in
their way too. le had sounded them
both by unobtrusive mecthods, with dex-
terous plummets of oblique inquiry, and
had gauged their profoundest depths of
opinion with tolerableaccuracy, as to settle-
ments and other ante-nuptial precontracts
of marriage. For what is the use of catch-
ing an heiress on your own rod, if your heir-
ess's parents, upon whese testamentary dis-
ition in the last resort her entire mar-
et value really depaeds, look askance with
eyes of obvious aistavour upon your person-
pretensions as their future son-in-law?
Hugh Masiinger was kesn enough sports-
aman in his own line to make quite sure of
his expec
mitting himself to duck-shot cartridge. He
was confident he knew his ground now ; so,
with a bold face and a modest assurance, he
ventured, in a few plain and well-chosen
words, to command his suit, his hand, and
his heart to Winifred Meysey’s favourable
attention.

It was a great sacrifice, and he felt it as
such. He was positively throwing him-
gelf away upon Winifred. If he had fol.
lowed his own crude inclinations alone,
like a romantic schoolboy, he would have
waited for ever and ever for his cousin
Elsie. llsie was indeed the one true love
of his youth, He had always loved her, and
he would always love her. “T'was foolish,
perhaps, to indulge overmuch in these per-
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ted game before irrevocably com-|.

fond of him, undeniably fond of him, and he
had perhaps from time to time, by overt
acts, unduy encouraged the dizplay of her
fondness, It gratified his vanity and his
sense of his own power over women to do so:
he could make them love him—few man
more casily—and he liked to exercise that
dangerous faculty on every suitable object
that flitted across his changeful horizon,
The man with a mere passion for making
conquests afferds no serious menacé to the
world's happiness ; but the man with an
ianato gift for calling forth wherever he
goes all the deepest and truest in-
stincts of & woman’s nature, is—when
he abuses his power—the most dt‘:a{llr,
terrible, and cruel creature known in
our ago to civilised humanity, And yet he
is not always deliberately cruel ; sometimes,
as in Hugh Massinger's case, he almost be-
lieves himself to be good and innccent,

He had warned Winifred to whisper noth-
ing for the present to Elsie about this en-
gagement of theirs, Elsie was his cousin,
he said—his only relation—and he would
dearly like to te'l her the secret of his heart
himself in private, He would see her that
evening and break the news to her. ** Why
breal it " Winifred had asked in doubt, all
unconscious, And Hugh, a strange sup-
pressed smile playing uneasily about the
corners cf his thin {zfu had answered with
guileless alacrity of sepeech : *f Becauss
Klsie's like a sister to me, you know, Wini-
fred ; and sisters always to some extent
resent the bare idea of their brothers marry-
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%"‘ur as yet Klsie herself suspected no-
thing. It was best, Hugh thought, she
should suspect nothing. That was a "car-
dinal point in his easy-going practical phil-
osophy of life, He never went half-way to
meet trouble, Till Winifred had accepted
him, why worry poor dear Eleie’s gentle lit-
tle soul with what was, after all, a mere re-
mote chance, a contingent possibility ? He
would first make quite sure, by actua! trial
where he stood with Winifred ; and then—
and then, like a thunderbolt, from a clear
sky, he might let the whole truth burst

stepped up and kisted her quietly on
thel.orehead, and took her hand 1o his like
a brother, Klsie let it lie in her own with-
out » remonstrance, They rose and walked
in 'overs guise alonz the bauk together,
His heart sank within him at the hideous
task e had nexi to perform—nothing less |
than te break poor Elsie's hesr: for her. 1i
only he could have shuilled out of it side-
ways anyhow ! DBut shutlling was impossi-.
ble. He hated himeelf ; and heloved klsie.
Never till that moment did he know how
he loved her,

This would never do! He was feeling
like a fool, He orushed down the love
sternly in his heart, and began to talk
about indifferent subjecta—the wiund, the
river, the rose-show at the vicarage. DBat
his voice trembled, betraying him still
against his will ; and he could not refrain
from nh.*.mli::ngl sidelong looks at Elsie's dark
eyes now and again, observing how beauti-
ful she was, after nlf, in a rare and exquisite
type of beauty. Vinifred's blue eyes and
light brown hair, Winifred's small mouth
and moulded nose, Winifred’s insipid smile
and bashful blush, cheap as dirt in the mat-
rimonial lottery. She had but a doll-like,
Lowther Arcade style of prettiness, Maid-
enly us she looked, one twist more of her
nose, one shade lighter in her hair, and she
would become simjly bar-maidenly. But
Elsie's strong and powerful, - earnest
face, with its serious lips and its lon
black eyelashes, its profound pathos an
its womanly dignity, its very irregularity
and faultiness of outline, pleased him ten
thousand times more than all your baby-fac-
ed beauties of the conventional, utamutyfad,
ballroom pattern. He looked at her long
and sighed often, Must he really break her
heart for her? At last he could restrain
that unruly member, his tongue, no longer,
‘¢ Elsie,” he cried, eyeing her full in a gon-
uine outburst of spontaneous admiration,
“ I never in my life saw any one anywhere
one-half so beautiful and graceful as you
are [Il

Elsie smiled a pleased smile, “‘And yet,”
she murmured, with ¢ half malicious, teas.
ing tone of irony, ‘‘we're not engaged,
Hugh, after all, you remember.”

er words came at the very wrong
moment ; they brought the hot blood at a
a rush into Hugh's cheek. ‘*No,” h3
answered coldly, with a sudden re-
vulsion and a spasmodic effort; *‘we're

| not engaged—nor ever will be, Elsie!"

Elsie turned round upon him with sudden

in full force at once upon poor lonely
Elsie's devoted head. Meanwhile, with ex-
traordinary cleverness and care, he contin-
ued to dissemble. He never made open love

¥ | to Winifred before KEleie's faca : on the con-

sonal preferences, but after all it was ver
human ; and Hugh acknowledged regretl:ully
in his own heart that he was not entirely
raised in that respect above the average
lovel of human weakness, Still,a man,
however humanesque, must not be governed
hy impulse alone. He must judge calmly,
deliberately, impersonally, disinterestedly
of his own future, and must act for the beat
in the long run by the light of his own final
and judicial opinion, Now Winifred was

chance for an briefless barrister ; your suck-
ing poet doesn’t get such chances of an un-
disputed heiress every day of the week, you

without doubt a very exceptional and eligible |

trary, he kept the whole small comedy of
his relations with Winifred so skilfully con-
cealed from her teminine eyes, that to the
very last moment Elsie never even dreamt of
hor pretty pupil as a possible rival, or re-
gorded her in any other conceivable light
than as the nearest of friends and the deareat
of sisters, Vhenever Hugh spoke of Wini-
fred to Elsie at all, he spoke of her lightly,
almost slightingly, as a nice little girl, in
her childish way—though much too blued
—with & sort of distant bread-and.
butterish =schoolroom approbation, which
wholly misled anl hoodwinked LElsio

may take your sfiidavit. Ifhe let her slip

by on sentimental grounds, and waited for

<. Elsie—poor dear old Elsie—heaven only
““<gm how long they might both have to
be to 3§ another—and perhaps even then
things WEE‘E fonginted. It was a foolish
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Women were the : F aghast, * You £ onguged 1" sho oried,
For his own part, nf;ﬂgfat nuisance in life, that mookery !21:;‘:::; ilt, Hugh—you mean

abruptness in blank bewilderment. She
wag not angry ; she was notlastoaished ; she
simply failed altogether to takein his mean-
ing. It had always seemed to her so per-
fectly natural, so simply obvious that she
and {Iugh were sooner or later to marry one
another ; she had always vegarded Hugh's
frequent reminder that they were not en-
gaged as such a mere playful warning
against too much precipitancy ; she had al-
ways taken it for granted so fully and
noreservedly that whenever Hugh was
rich enough to provide for a wife he would
| tell her so plainly, and carry out the im.
plied engagement between them—that
this sudden announcement of the exact
opposite meant to her earaless than nuthin%.
And now, when Hogh uttered those cruel,
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He aat down, unmanned, on the grass by
the bank, She seated herself by his side,
mechanically as it were, with her hand on
his arm, and looked straight in front of her
with a vacant stare at the angey water, It
was growing dark, The shore was dark,
and the sea, and the river. Lverything
was dark and black and gloomy around
her. She laid his hand one moment in her
own, ‘‘Hugh !" she cried, turning towards
him with appealing pathos, you don't mean
it now: you will never meaa it, You're
Tell
me iv's that! You're yourself still. O
Hugh, my dirling, you can never mean it!"

Her words burnt into his brain like li-
uid fire : the better self within him grean-
ed and faltered ; but he crushed it down
with an iron heel. The demon of avarice
held his eordid soul, ** My child,” he gaid,
with a tender inflection in his voice as he
paid it, ** we must understand one another,
1 do seriously intend to marry Winifred
Meoysey."

“ Why

There was a terrible depth of suppressed
earnestness in that sharp short why, wruong
out of her by apguish, as of a woman who
atks the reason of her death-warrant,

Hugh Massinger answerod it slowly
and awkwardly with cumbrou: round-
about, self-exculpating verbosity, As

for Fleie, she sat like a statue and lis.
tened; rigid aud jimmovable, she sat there
still ; while Hugh, for the very firat time in
her whole experience, revealed the actual
man he really was before her appalled and
horrified and speechless presence. He talked
of hias position, his prospects, his abilities,
He talked of journalism, of the bar, of pro.
motion. He talked of literature, of poeiry,
of fame. He talked ¢f money, and its abso-
lute need to man and woman in these lat-
ter days of ours. He talked of Winnifred, of
Whiteatrand, and of the Meysey manor-
house, ** It'll be beet in the end for us both,
ou know, Elsie,” he said argumentatively,
n his foolish rigmarole, mistaking her
silence for something like unwilling acqui-
escence, ‘‘Of course I shall still be very
fond of you, as I've always been fond of
you—like a cousin only—and I'll be a brother
to you now as long as I live: and when
Winifred and I are really married, and I
live here at W\ hitestrand, I shall be able to do
a great deal more for you, and help you by
every means in my power, and introduce
you frecly into our own circle, on dif-
ferent terms, you know, where you'll
have chances of meeting—well, suitable
rsons. You must see yourself it's the
st thing for nus both, The idea of two
penniless people like you and me marrying
one another in the present state of society
is simply ridiculous.

Sho heard him out to the bitter end, ro-
vealing the naked deformity of his inmoet
nature, though her brain reeled at it, with-
out one passing word of reproach or dissent,
Then she said inan icy tone of utter horror:
¢ Hugh I"

“ Yes, Elsie.”

‘¢ Is that all ?”

“ Thatis all.”

“ And you mean it 2"

“ I mean it.”

crushing, annihilating words, *‘ Nor ever
will be, Elsie,” she couldn'c possibly take
in their reality at the firat blush, or
believe in her own heart that he really in-
tended anything so wicked, so mercileas, so
unnatural,

tt Nor ever will be !" she cried, incredu-
lons, * Why, Hugh, Hugh,—I don’t un-
derstand you.” :

Hugh steeled his heart with a violent
strain to answer back in one curt, killing
sentence : **I mean it, Elsie ; I'm going to
manny Winifred."

Elsie gazed back at him in specchless sur-
prise. ‘' Going to marry \Vinifred?” she
echoed at last vaguely, after a long pause,
as if the words convecyed no meaning to her

jnd. * Going to marry Winifred? To
r L l‘g{li,gifred I—Hugl_1, did you raally'q.n‘d
answered. ml':'ﬁﬂf.: going to marry Wini-
and RLIEE eye; *““anu e
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“ Oh, for Heaven's sake, before you kill

me outright, Hugh, Hugh ! is it reall; true?
Are you really like that? Do you really

mean it 1"
‘“ I really mean to marry Winifred.”

Eleie clasped her two hands on either
side of her head, as if to hold it together

from bursting with her agony. ¢ Hugh,’
she cried, ‘‘it's foolish, 1 know,
I ask you once more,
late, in sight of Ileaven, I a8k you solomnly
are you seriously ic earnest? 13 that wha
youre made of? Are you going to deser
me ! To desert and betray me?

answered stonily, rising as if to go—for h
could stand it no longer.,
engaged to you, I always told you so.
owe you nothing, And now I mean t
marry Winifred.”

With a cry of agony, she burat wildly

away from him. She saw i% all now; sh

understood to the full the cruelty and base-
neas of the man’s innermost underlying na.-
IFair outside ; but false, false, false
ony. Bat | hard fswe! Yet even so, she could scarce-
loved and trusthe faith of a lifetime fought
that Hugh she had

a ['1Fe.

n | the univerze —he (o uil;i'a

buat
before it's too

“Idon't know what you mean,” Hugh

“I've never been

She had nothing to live for. There was no
Hugh ; and she had not killed her§elf.
Those two dim thoughts were che last she
knew as her eyes closed in the rushing cur-
rent ;: there had never been a Hugh; and
she had fallen in by accident,

(TO BE CONTINVED,)
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SEA MONSTERS.

Dentzens ofthe Sea as Yel Unknown —
strange Sen Mouslers.

A few years ago a sea monster, corres.
pondiog in asppuaraace to the famed sea
serpent as often described (which is not
saying that the creature was a serpent),
was seen by Capt, Austin Cooper and the
officers and crew of the Carlisle Castle,
then bound for Melbcurre., A descripton
and sketch of the monster appeared in the
Argus,
On Sept. 11, at 10§ A, M., the third
officer of the British steamship Nestor,
then in the Malacca Straits, announced a
shoal. Surprised to find a shoal in such a
well-known track, Capt, Webster watched
the object and found thatit was in motion,
keeping up the same speed as the ship and
retaining about the samo distance as when
first seen. ** The shape of the creature,”
said the Captain (in an affidavit before
Donald Spence, acting Law Secretary to
the Danish Supreme Court at Shanghai),
¢“] would compare to that of a gigantic
frog. The head, of a pale, yellowishcolor, was
about twelve feet in length, and six feetof the
crown was above the water, I tried in vain to
make out the mouth,” he proceeds, *‘but
the mouth may have been below water,
The head was immediatly connected with
the body without any indication of a neck.
The body was about forty-five or fifty feet
long and of an oval shape periectly smooth,
but there may have been a slight ridge along
the spine. the back rose some five feet
above the surface. An immence tail 150-
feet in length, rose a few inches above the
water. This tail I saw distinctly from its
junction with the body to its extremity.
It seemed cfvlinﬂrlenl, with a very slight
taper, and I estimate its diameter at four
feet. The body and tail were marked with
alternate bands or stripes, black and pale
yellow in color, The stripes were distinct
to the very extremity of the tail. I can-
not say whether the tail terminated in a
fin or not. The creature possessad no fins
or paddles so far as we could perceive, I
cannot eay if it had legs. It appeared to
progress by means of an undulatory motion
of the tail in vertical plane.”
It may bs remembered that in 1873 a
monstrous cuttlefish was encountered p
two tisherman in Conception Bay, Newlound-
land. When attacked, the creature threw
ita long arms across the fisherman's boat,
which it appeared to regard as a veritable
objsct of prey ; but one of the fishermen cut
oft thgl ten&acle t':'iinh an axe, nni whiuhdﬂm
cephalo withdrew, apparent ar
1;1315;h umnEE action as un fir. Ti::iamgentim o
was twent-ytive feet in length ; and as the
fishermen considered that it was cut off
fully ten feet from the body, the entire
length of the tentacle must have been about
thirty-five feet. They estimated the body
at sixty feetin length and five feet in
diamet x
In I8GL the Irench war steamer Alectro
encountered a monster cubtle at sea about
120 miles northeast of Teneriffe, The crew.
ot & noose around the boly, but uufortun- ’
ately it slipped to the tail, which it pulled
off. The weight of this little bit of the
creature was found to be over forty pounds.
It was estimated that the body was £0 feet
long and the weight not less than 4,000
vands,

Th? most remarkablaaccount of a sen mon-
ster of this kind waa that given by the Cap-
tain and oflicers of the Pauline, It was sworn
to o1 oath by George Drevar, the Captain ;
Horatio Thompson, chief mate ; John Lan-
dells, second mate, and by the steward and
a saeaman.

Oa July 8 we observed three large sperm
whales, one of which was gripped round
the body by two turns of what appeared to
be a huge serpent. The head and tail appear-
ed to have a length beycnd the coils of about
thirty fect, and a girth of eight or nine feet.
The creature Whilﬁeﬂ the whale round and
round for abyut fifteen minutes and then
suddenly dragged it to the bottom head firat.

Five days later the samecreature, or a siin
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