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MISsCELLANEOUS,

T iere scermi« a greater or less measure of
pvatleasness vie wo ld over, Even Germans
Bud Gernoan cabloet ministers don't sean to
“yroeo as collesgues vaght, There is more
hope iu the world from some folks quarrell-
iug dtI an in their being altogether of one
mind,

I'ne (uestion has been gravely asked why
bictons ara placel on the back of a man's
coat, Oue and all will give itup. It is a
myster toos ,reat for solution, Bnt so are
many things about the raiment ot both men
and women. Tuere is no use about bother-
ing, however., A wise man knows when
the darkcess is impenetrable, and therefore
on such occasions do s not strain his eyes.

Tnat poor unfortunate mortal, Mr, Ash.
mead Bartlett—the old lady’s ** curled dar-
ling “—is determined to take Disraeli's ad-
vice and ** bustle about.” He tries to worry,
bt he has no faogs ; to badger, but he has
no wit ; and to argne, but he has almost no
vrans, Por feli‘uw, he wants to be some-
thing more than his wife's husband, but he
caunot manage it. Nature has been too
strong for him, and forestalls all his etforts,
Poor Lady Burdett !

S0 the French have invaded Madasgascar
and are busy at their work of slaughter, and
of ending as fast as they can a nascent and
Christiancivilization, Itis too bad everyway.
The wolf and the lamb over again, though
to be sure, the French are 1ot the only peo-
ple who have played such a prtin their in-
terccuse with the comparatively feeble
and uncivil'z:d, [Perhaps, beafore all the
play is played out, they may get more than
they are calculeting upon. Anu if they
did, who could b sorry ?

We fully believe in President Ar-
thur's truthfuluess. That gentleman says
that no pcsiible inducement could lead him
10 take anuther term of the Pretilentship.
He i+ dead sick of the whole thing, and no
doubt is fully more indignant at Guitteau
and the whole crew of “Stalwarts” who in
<ne way or another helped to take Garfield
otf.  The worry of such a place must be
awfu'. No wonder that an eary going, plea-
sure loving man like Arthur heartily wish-
es that he had never occupied the \White
House, or played at Presidentship.

- In the days of Henry the Eighth, able-
bediel tramps and sturdy beggars were
whipped and passed on. Not a badidea, as it
geems to us. The world is getting fast
sick of those peripatetic gentry, and may
soon begin to think that they ought to be
legally **held to service” in one way or
other. The world, at any rate, is under no
possible obligatio1r to keep them in volun-
tary idleness. If they can't get a dollar,
why let1them work for a hali, 1f not a half-
yet a quarter is always better than nothing,

The Presbyterians on the other side are
determ'ned to be on good terms with their
brethren on this, When any minister ap-
plies for admissin into the Presbyterian
Church of the Uaited S:ates, he mnst be on
prebation for a year before being finally ad-
mitted. This rule has been abolished as far
as Presbyterian ministers of Canada are
concerned, This is all right. Will the cor-
responding rule be in like manner suspended
in Canada? Practically it is so Eﬁ":‘rﬂ.ﬂ: Ys
whenever it is thought desirable. So let
brother!y love both continue aund flourish,

Charivaria are very oll affairs. They
were a protest against what were regarded
as ill-assorted marriages, and were hundreds
of years ago very much as they are in
some cases to day. In 1577 the Archbishop
of Lyons excommunicited any who engaged
in these proceedings which are thus de-
scribed: ** Marching in masks, throwing
poisons, horrible and dangerous legends be-
fore the door, sounding tambourines, doin
all kinds of dirty things they can think o
until they have drawn from the husband
large sums of money by forze.” The sooner
such things are put down here the better.

It is a great deal more than time that the
very strongest measures were taken to put
a stop to the ravages of forest fires, Gener-
ally they result from very culpable careless-
ness which can not always be discovered
or punished, DBut if right measures were
taken a great deal might be effected in tre
right direction. Already, in spite of the
wet backward weather, they have begun in
(Juebec and the lower Provinces, and before
the summer’s over, hundreds of thousands of
dollars will have been lost. Retter spend a
léﬂﬂd deal of money in forest rangers and so

orth, than have such a state of things per-
petuated.

We have seldom seen or heard of a
meaner trick than that which has been go-
ing the rounds, about a o called lawyer by
the name of Warmoll getting S10 out of a

poor drunk o!d man, on pre:ense that he wus |

nis lawyer and had be'ped him oat of
trouble, It was so far well that,ih:
poor skunk was made to disgorge. P -ﬁmpa
he was, after all. no worse than a good num-
ber of the long roe, who know right well
how to pile on th: agony and only laugh
when the taxing master remorselessly cuts
down their abomnable charges,  Still, some-
thing ought to be done, were it only for the
credit of the cloth, anent very decidelily
‘““unprofessional conducs,”

All those land societies which sprang up
at the touch ot the Gospellers of greuﬁ are
not yet among the things that were, Ap-
parently some must still believe in the un-
selfish benevolence of their promoters, else
they would have before this utterly co-
lapsed. The amount spent in advectising
must have been very great. Sull something
18 necessary in order to net the gudgeons,
It is about time the ““man and brother ™
style were given finally up, But stay, per-
haps th: ** oily men of God™ have all by
this time ** unloaded ” at a handsome pro.
fit.  What share of the piofits, we
would like to know, went into the coflers
of the church and to the North-West mis-
sions? Not much it is to be feared,

When manufacturing establishments are
paying dividends of so and so per cent., is
it not time that somebody were asking who
pays for all this in the long run? Some-
body does,
little doubt the consumer is that somebody,
and "-'lr.'II}+ he should .llt" {I'Fﬁi_ql.'ll to pay so
much above the cost of production and of
reasonable living protit would puzzle a good
many people to make out,  If the manvfac.
turer pays himselt so well, why doesn’t he
lower his price? DBecause he
long as he can help it, and 25 or 30 per cent,
of duty cllectually keeps out all outside com-
petition,  Just o, and up to that point

when such eompetition comes in the home
produce will naturally charge and the con-
sumer pays the piper !

Now then for the flewers.
mission is anythiog rather than a mere piece
of pleasant amugement to those engaged in
it. We have no doubt that those engagel
in that work feel pleased aud gratified, vut
besules that they are doing real hounest ef-
fectual work, for humsnity and heaven, in
periodically bringiog flowers from their own
abundance, to cheer and gratify the :ick
and gsutfering. We would hke to see
this baul of willing workers greatly increas.
ed, their loads of fresh sweet smellin
flowers greatly multiplied, and their kio
words in ever increasing amount awakening
sind echoes in many sorrowful hearts, flush-
ing with pleasure many a wan cheek, and
gladdening some who had almost forgotten
to emile, O girls and young ladies, aye and
old too, if you c¢:in do nothing else, bring
flowers and kind words and pleasant smiles
into sick rooms and sad hearts, and the God
of heaven will bless you,

Hereisanother thing which in our estima-
tion seems to indicate that the world is
not yet altogether given over to idiocy and
kindred weaknesses, A teacherat St, Louis
had punished a boy corporeally when all
forms of moral suasion were found unavail-
ing. For this he was pulled up into Court,
but very soon dischrged by tne Judge, who
ruled that the teacher must determine the
necessity, the nature and the extent of pun-
ishment required, his acts ot cour=e, lLike
those ot a parent, being subject to judicial
review., The Judge addea: — Fuuc years
experienca in the administration of criminal
law convinces me that the boys who become
criminals sre boys who don't get whipped ;
and when it is remembered that a large per-
centage of the bolder crimes known to the
law is committed by youths ranging in age
from 14 to 20 years, the question arises, is it
better to whip first or imprison afterward ?

Who the *‘living writer ” is, who makes

the followin rcmarks, we though
strugeling to Ee omniscient, or at lecast to
appear so, do not know. Nevertheless

the same is hereby fully endorsed and com-
mended to the notice ot all masculine and
unmarried readers. “‘The best husband I
ever met,’ says the gentleman, *‘came out
of a family where the mother, a most
heroic and self denying woman, laid down
the absolute law, ‘ Girls first’—not in any
authonty, but first to be thought of as to
protection and tenderness. Consequently
the chivalrous care which these lads were
taught to show to their own sisters natural-
ly extended itself toall women, They grew
up true gentlemen—gentlemen generous,
unexacting, courteous of speech, and kind
of heart. In them was the protecting
strength of manhood, which scorns to use
its strength except for protection ; the proud
honesty of manhood, which infinitely pre-
fers being lovingly and openly resisted to
being * twisted round one’s finger,” as mean
men are twisted, and mean women wi.l al-
ways be found ready to do it, but which I
think a!l honest men and brave women
would not merely dislike, but utterly des-
pige.” Of course. True, every word of it.

Labor troubles seem to be far greater and
of a far more formidable character in the
States than here. Canada will have enough
of them also before all the play is played
out. And why not? What reason is there
in the manufacturers being so protected that
they can divide their 20, 30, 40 or even GO0
per cent of yearly dividends while there is
no protectivn whatever to the workman,
who may be any day underbid by the im-
portation of hordes of foreign workmen from
other lands? The masters say when they
please ‘‘we put down your wages 20 per
cent,, and it that does not suit you can
leave, we can get plenty on those terms.”
Yes plenty ! But what kind of protection
18 that? e cannot bur think it is of an
awfully jug-handled kind. Yes, and whiec
we believe neither in strikes nor lock-
outs, it cannot but have a great deal of sym-
pathy with those who are juggled
with the cry of protection, while they are
every day undersold by the low-priced labor
of Kurope, brought in to compete with
them and so far at the very expense of the
very men who are being thus supplanted, It
18 a poor rule that won't work both ways,
and unless workmen were blind they would
see that they are being fooled and crushed
all the same. Everything which they buy
is made dear that the manufacturers may
fl »urish, but the labor that they have to sell
inmade cheap by free importations that
these same manutacturers may be able to
dictate the terms on which the toiling mil.
lio: s shall have bread,
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The ** Derby."

How could English-speaking people man-
age to get along without the Derby? To
very many it would be a poor world indeed,
without that attraction, Still, a considera-
ble quaatity might rub along, though it had
ceased to exist,  Indeed, the vast majority
don’t know what it is, and it doea not mat-
ter, Better for the morals of the communi-
ty and their manners as well, if all the

| racers of the Derby and every other were

swept out of existence and their owners and
riders were forced to whistle at the plongh
or at some other equally honest employment.
It must be terrible to be incurably Aorsey.
At the same time if they would only keep
things within bounds there is no reason why
people should not take very innocent and
very praiseworthy pleasurein the rearing and
training of horses, The great mischief is

| that apparently everything, and this horse-

matter among the rest, is made the excuse
or tle occagion for any amount of gambling,
and kindred and attendant delinguencies,
We do not see why all popular pleas-
ures and relaxations should be a*ninm\ and
degraded by this gambling furore.  But
they are, and so it comes to pass that such a

' thing as an fonest race, whether with horses

or boats, or inany other way, is not so much
as thought of.  Nobody believes in its ex-
istence,  Those in the seeret know all about

- the result before the aflair comes off,  In

That is evident, and there is asg |
are nothing without the betting,

fact, horse racing and boating and all the
rest of those so-called popular amusements,
Without
this they would not be worth a year's pur.
chase, Surely such a state of things is
much to be regretted.  Why not have horse

. racings and boat racings without any bets

never "I.'lr'i“ ng i

or blackguardism or dishonesty ?  \Why not:
But then the misery, apparently, is that it

| cannot be managed. Take away the botting

and the cheating and the great charm scems
gone,

The flower |

ABOUT CANAKY BIRDS.

H)w to tell a Norwich Canary fr.m a |

Belzlan-The Lengtn of Thelr
Lives,

The big goldfish swam around and around
in his glohe regardless of the cffurts of the
green parrot to attract his sttention. ‘The
white macaws were screaming with all their
might in rivaly with a mocking bird which
was makiog a variety of rounde., A score
of white mice scampered hither and thither
in a glass-sided box, while a squirrel made
a wire wheel spin, The bird fancier was
examining a deep yellow canary bird, not
very large, but beautifully shaped,

*‘It is a clear Norwich canary,” he sail to
the reporter, ‘‘which I have just received,
Notice what a compact form he has, and
how handsome his plumage is. People can
talk about their Ifelgitm birde, but for my
part I think there is no canary like the Nor-
wich canary. Of course they are not us
aristocratic in appearance as the Belgians,
but they are more robust, and, if well tu-
tored, cannot be surpassed, Their notes are
bold and musical, and their large chest cap-
acity gives them a very long song,”

*What are the points by which a Norwich
bird can be told ?

““There are quite a number. A short,
clear beak, head of moderate size, with a
full neck, a straight wide back, wings which
do'not cross at the tips, a broad, full chest,
which gradually expands from the neck, a
rautaer short tail, compaczt but thin, and feet
amd legs of a light flesh color or whit-, A
person tamiliar with birds can distinguish
them at a glance. There are six classes of
Norwich canaries,”’

‘“ Are they very healthy birds?’

** Very healthy and long of life. -Theyare
used to our climate and are not subject to
the ailments to which German birds so «ften
fall victims. They seldom suffer from
cold. Ionce had a Norwich bird which
lived five years without being sick a day as
far as I could see. I expect that it would
have been living yet if it not met with a
queer accident. Its cage was on a table
when a procession passed the door. My
wife went to the window to look at it. Her
little dog jnmped un the table, and the bird
fluttered against the side of the cage and
If&l?’k its head too far out, and the dog bit it
off,

‘* How long ought it to have iived "

* For seven or eight years, The reason
why many birds die young is that they are
not treated properly. In mistaken kind-
ness their owners give them too much sugar,
cake, and other rich food, wuich destroys
their digestion. They lose their soug,
become listless, and die.”

i

Canada Abroad. :

Lord Archibald Campbell, brother of the
Marquis of Lorne, discourses in the London
Timez on the attractions of Canada in the
following fashion : —

“‘ Lord Lorne, the present Governor-Gen-
eral of Canada, may :urely by this time be
allowed to be a judge of the capabilities of
Canada, and most decidedly would not so
enthusiastically love the land and its peo-
ple, or long for the continual inroad of his
fellow-countrymen, did he not ically and
truly believe that by so doing they would
lay the corner stone of their tulure success,
Before many years have flown the Govern-
ment of this country will have to purchase
Hmhahl? whole regions as a refuge for the

estitute of this country—Kogland Scotland
and Ireland—in order to prevent actual
starvation, and give thousands the chance of
blessing those to sending them and provid-
ing them, at all events, with some means of
gaining a livelihood in * Greater Britain.’
Vast tracts of rich soil do not exist for noth-
ing, and those who have seen those lands of
the Far West and do not advocate emiga-
tion must be worse than fools. *All day
long, often,” my brother told me, when
journeying toward the *Rockies,’ he won-
dered, *‘why no inhabitdnts were there,’ so
rich and lovely was many a land they passed
through, I refer tothe Governor-General of
Canala’s journey of last year.”

That is all very well, but at the same
time it is no reason for sending paupers to
Canada unless those who send them guaran-
tee them support till they can support them-
selves. There is more needed for peop’e go-
ing to the North-West than the mere ex-
pense of their journey to Winnipeg., Ener-
getic people will soon make their way, but
they ought to have a year's subsistence
money at any rate. Those who lana with
only their ten fingers, will find themselves
in a poor way.

L1
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Brooklyn's Bridge.

The great brid;e between Brooklyn and
New York i3 by far the greatest engineering
feat of its kind yet attempted. 1t was be-
gan on the Ard of January, 1870, and com-
pleted in 1853, The length of its river span
18 1645 feet 6 inches, The length ot each
land span is 930 and 1550 feet. The total
length of the bridge is 5959 feet, and its
width 85 feet, The number of cables is

four, and the diameter of cach cable is
15§ inches. The first wire was run
out May 20, 1877, The length of wire in

four cables, inclusive of wrapping, is 14,3061
miles. Weight of four cables, 35,552 tons.
The depth ot tower foundation below high
water mark on the Brooklyn side is 45 feet;
on the New York side 7S teet. The height
of towers above high water is 278, Clear
height of Iridge in centre of river span
above high water at 90° Fahr 135 feet.
Height of towers above roadway is 159 feet.
The cost was estimated at three millions, the
actual is about fifteen millione,

COMPARISON WITH OTHER DBRIIMGIES,

Chelsea, suspended......o.oo coviiiinnnins 00
Cincinnati and Covington (over the Ohio),
suspended, bmile 1865, ... ... ... ..., .. LOGT
Clifton (over Niagara River), suspended.. 1,268
Friborg, built 1852, suspended coovaen.... 570
Hungerford, Hu:llurmlml ................... 14w
hrpil R H”HI“““'!"' Bl TR R AABEE R I T LT e f.:ﬂ:-—'l'
Moenai, built 1S1-25, suspended..oo oo 1,000
Niagara, built 1555, suspended...ooooas ., 2,220

'esth, built 181009, suspendeda. oo e, 1,52
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At a recent Southern camp-meeting the
clogquent divine said : **T'he wheels of the
righteous shrick and groan as they toill up
the hill of salvation and over the ruts of
temptation and the bridge of damnation,
and have to scrowdge pretty lively to get
up at aill; but the sinner, with greased
wheels and liying colors, slips down to tae-
nation, like a dose of oil, with a ripp and a
whizz, and raises no dust whatever,” Now
who says oratory is bost?
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GARNERED WITTICISMS,

A bLurst of contidence —failure of a savings
bank,

A humane equestrian will never stir-rup
his horse,

One swallow may make a summer, but a
swallow-tailed  coat does not 1 ecessarily
make agentleman,

Sinee the telephone has come intoe nstant
use there has been a remarkable incerease of
the yel-low fever,

Carpentera who refashion the old dry.
gonds boxes should be called ** circum-
stances,” because they alter cases,

The season has arrived when the funny
farmer will send hie cousin a package of
shoe-pegs bering the label, ** fresh oats,”

““The alphabet is the key which unlocks
the storehouses of knowledge,” says an ex-
change, DBut it's the whis-ney that locsens
the tongue.

A Newark drummer, whn travelled for a
jew r:lriy firm, has beat his employers to the
tune of several hundred dollars. lle was a
snare drummer.

Princess l.ouise says she was very much
pleased with Boston, and the Bostonians are
80 proud over it that they think of buildioy
a wall around the city and charging an ad-
mission fee,

In a recent article on etiquette appears the
advice ; **Never pull your watch out in
companv unless you are familiar with the
people.” This 18 simply a new version of
the old warning, *‘Beware of pickpockets,”

Rich uncle to his physicien: * So you
think there is hope forme? " *‘Not only
that, hut I can assure you that you are
saved.” **Very well; I wish you would in-
fnrltln mv nephew, but break the news gently
to him."

“You know I'm in a great hurry,” says
an American amateur toa French artist ; *“I
want to take your picture to America be-
fore the new tariff goes into operation. Sign
{:ur picture and I will have it finished over

ere !”

And now the smnall boy gazeth admiringly
at the gorgeous cirzus poster, and he impor-
tuneth his mother for her hard-earned aav.
ings, and when she refuseth he abstracteth
her flat-irons and selleth them for old metal,

Louis Veuillot was not tenderfor any one,
but above all he was bitter against literary
people. One evening that he had dined in
company with several of them, he said :
““These people astonish me ! they write
much better than they talk!”

Miss Rosebud’s partner : *‘\Were you at
Mrs. Jones' ball two seasons ago*" he said
to Miss Rosebud at the Patriarch’s ball.
““Oh, no,” she answered ; *‘I'm a debutante
this winter.” *“ Are you?” he exclaimed ;
““why somebody told me your folks were
Episcopalians.”

A new coachman has been advized to ke
gcrupulously polite towacd his employer it
he wishes to keep his place. Accordingly,
when his master visits the stable the follow-
ing conversation takes place: ‘““Well, John,
how are the horses this morning ?" * Quite
well, sir, thank ycu. And you?®”

The stage beard looks as much like a beard
that grew there as a cow’s tail would if tied
to the bronze dog on the front porch. When
you tie a heavy black beaad on a young ac-
tor, whose whole soul wounld be churned up
if he smoked a full-flaiged cigar, he looks
about as savage as a bowl of mush and milk
struck with a club.
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The Leafy Montbh.

This is the, ** ‘eafy. month 'of June,” the
month of roses and marriages in England,
but not of the former in Canada, whatever
may be the fact about the latter. In any
case, it is generally a pleasant month even
in Ontario, and there is no reason to believe
that the present one will be an «xception.
The leaves are out and,—and,—bvt TruTH
is not eloquent, especially in the descriptive
line. Better leave that to every one's own
experience and imagination and in the mean-
time say a few things on the superstitions
and enjoyments assvciated with the .name,
It is sometimes said that nobody is super-
stitious now-a days; that people have all be.
come so educated and shrewd that they are
no longer frightened at ghosts or even stag.
gered by omens, Aha! but this is quite a
mistake, Just think for a moment. It has
been, time out of mind, thought unlucky to
marry in May, and how many have put off
their marriages till the present month on
that very account ? More than some would
think, They would not marry in May !
wouldn’t dome very sensible folks! no, not
for a queen’s ransom, Didn’t the Romans
think 1t unlucky ? Hadn’t evil and malig-
nant spirits especial power during that
month ? Aye, and not only that, but wasn't
it held unlucky for a bridal party to mect a
monk, or a priest, or a hare, or « dog, or a
cat, or a lizard ? Is there nobody in l'oronto
who has the same feeling yet? \Why, Heav-
en help you, there are some who would not

get married in May, or on a Friday, on any

account, and if they met a cat when they
were getting out on a journey they would
immediately turn back., But never mind,
the ominous month of May is away and
young men and maidens may marry with all
freedom if they only avoid Friday, though
why Friday, no fool on the face of the earth
conld tell! Speaking about marrying it
may not be generally known that it is only
lately that the law allowing the husband
to give his wite and apprentice ** moderate
chastisement” was repealed, Indeed TruTH
is not quite sure if it is repealed even yet.
At any rate in a good many cases it has still
practically a great deal of force. Marriages
in Canada have got down to a very prosaic
and matter of fact point, The license, the
ceremony, the wedding breakfast, the mar-
riage trip and then the steady humdrum
routine as if the conple had been married a
hundred years,
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Speaking of our new country and immi-
gration thereto, 1t was an amusing and live-
ly scene when the Hamilton ['resbytery
“ pitched into” one of their brethren for
speaking ‘‘ lying  calumnies” anent the
land of his adoption, Not only did they
“piteh into " himy but they formally cen-
sured him in a strong and serious resolution,
against which censure he has appealed to
the Synod. We are not sure if they have
benaved in a very wige fashion, though, of
their patriotic motives there can, luckily, he
no doubt,

Spelling Reform.

What i3 the use of so man - people erying
out about spelling refurm ¥ Lot them go at
it in their own individual practice, and with
all the influence they can personally wnd
socially exert, and they will do more to bring
round what they waunt than by all the talk
in which they are indulgiog, though they
continued it til' doomsday, Language is
In a continued state of tlux, so is its spell-
ing. There is no reason why it should be
thus and not otherwise, but general or uni-
versal consent, Nobody is hindered from
spelling the Koglish languagein any way he
thinks best, and any change will have to he
brought round in the gradual form of iudi.
vidual usage growing always more common
till the old plan becomes vsolete amd dis-
appears. If William Gladstone aud a | the
other great men mentioned arve i fovor of
spelling reform, why dou'c they begin in
every letter they write, in every book they
Puhlinh, in every newspaper over which they

wave any ivfluerc2? Nobodv forbids them
to write *“ov” instead of ** of” if Lhey chose,
What is to prevent their dropp: g the final
si'ent ‘‘e” as often as they pleise ! or doing
anything else which may strike their fancy,
or commend itself to their judgment? Do
they think by agitating there will be a grand
universal strike against the abominations ot
the present modeof spelling, so thaton the first
of January of a certain year the change will
take place much as the **New Style” in time
reckoning took place last century? If they
do they are mistaken, And it is well that
they are., The transition, come when it
may, will be gradual, and for the interests
of the language and the reading millions it
ought to be. Why should Grip and William
Houston, and many others ery out fora
change, and yet in a humble, somewhat
cowardly fashion bow to the present con-
veutionalism which they say is worthless as
a drunkard’s dream, and cumbrous as an ele-
hant that has the gout ? Let everyone who

lieves in spelling reform start it in their
own individual practice. If it is rational
and satisfactory 1t will make progress, and
surely they are too whole-souled and too
thoroughly convinced of the impregnable
position they occupy to care one straw for
the jibes of puny wit-crackers, and careless
worshippers of use and wont, though these
were a great deal mire formidable than
they are ever likely to become, Spelling,
after all, like freedom, must “‘broaden slow-
ly down from precedent to precedent.” Come,
good, reforming friends, show your manhood
and the might and mastery of the truth and
reasonableness that are in you, by actually
‘* sweeping before your own doors.” The
best plan for learning to walk is to walk,
and the best plan for‘reforming the spelling
is to spell. Come, go in and win,
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The Safety Pin—Its Antiquity.

Taking the common *‘safety pin” asa
starting-point, the various types into which
the variants fall are classified and exempli-
fied very thoroughly in this little study.
Not a single part of the simple, though not
primitive, instrument but has suffered some
strange metamorphosis. Now the catch i3
flattened into a disk or diamond-shaped
Elat.e. now lengthened into a tube, mow

nobbed and put back to the bow ; the bow
is alternately shortened, lengthened. squar-
ed, rounded, decked with studs, grain-work,
braces, rings, plates, amber beads, figures of
birds and beasts and men, or tricked with
hanging ornaments; while the spring is
found doubled, multiplied into coils, chang-
f:d into a solid roll, or hinge, or magnified
into gigantic Frﬂpnrtinnn in relation to the
other parts of the brooch. The Italian
ﬁ;ﬂupﬂ, with ¢ither simple or two-springed

w, are very distinct; the Hungaro-Scandi-
navian examples are marked by their spiral
catch and coil spring ; the Greeks character-
1stically seized on the spring as the feature
of qiha fibula, and curled the wire into two
spirals, from the centres of which catch and
pin spring. The history of the fibula can be
traced for some 2,000 years, starting from
351 ﬁr:t appearance about 10 centuries bafore

HNr1st.

A e E—
Foolish Litigan:s.

Every day affords fresh proaf of the need
and the reasonableness of arbitration in the
settlement in the great number of disputes
which have now to be scttled n a court of
law with no end of expenses. A few dollars
in a great number of cases constitute the
whole bone of contention, and in order to
settle about that witnesses are called, time
and temper wasted, and lots of the ten com-
mandments broken into slivers. Is thereno
reason in people ? AFpnruutlf not, There
18 such an amount of what is called ** hi
feeling,” and of a subordinate kind o
infallibility, that nothing apparently will
do but the ult'mate appeal to law with all
its excitement and ali its outlay, Very
well. So be it. But the litigants are
generally great fools all the same. A little
common sense, a little reasonable feeling,
and an honest, sensible neighbor or two,
might manage the whole thing, and leave the
limbs of the law and the courts leisure for
more important matters, While we
advise in this sensible way, we knows that
no ckange will be cﬂ'ectmf. Very well ! The
advice is good, all the same, and thosze who
won't follow it are not much to be pitied it
they get their fingers pretty severely
burnt, :

e e B o ——

And puvor Count Von Moltke can not take
a brief holiday in Italy without all the
papers declaring that the old gentleman is
preparing for a campaign against France by
way of Jtaly. The “*Silent Dane " is doubt-
less enjoying himself, as he has a perfect
right to do on his holiday tour, and the peace
of Kurope will be in no way endangared
thereby., The triple alliance consummated
the other week has had a good deal to do
with raising the suspicions, whilst the action
of both Germany and France in keeping
themselves ready for war, and steadily in-
creasing the number of their battalions until
cach has a standing army of some 1,200,000
men, hasa great deal to do with the note of
alarm that every now and then is sounding
from the continent,

The Primitive Methodists seem a unit for
Union, Nothing in the future can be more
certain than the congolidation of the Metho-
dists of the Dominion into one strong, earns-
est and evangelieally aggressive body, So
may it be, and we will add, so may all
the prophecies of evil from suzh a step be
found in due time to have been without
foundation,




