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fHR WEEK'S NEVS.

OANADIAN,

The Bell telephone patents have been sus-
od in Mexioo,

Indian arrested at Fort MacLeod a
fow days ago was thought to be Deerfoot,
but he turns out to be Bad Dried Meat,
probably a near relation., -

Flabing at Saddle Lake, N, W, T., was a
fallure last season owing to water insects
eating the nets to every night. There
were plenty of bat they could not be

ipal Grant, of Queen's University,
ves that when all the canvasters report
e o S Tekdice sndow
[ n or tne -
meat fund has lnbiorlhud.th e
Com t has been made to the n
Bom%t that » man who escaped from
geol on the American side of the *Soo™
was pursued by American officers into Cana.-

The doctors have decided that If the
Crown Prince of Germany dles, his disease
is of a fatal ocharacter,butif he recovers it is
not inourable,

Many of Mr. Parnell's followers, includ-
ing the two Healys and Mr, Dillon, object
to their leader's muod polioy of abstain-
ing from obstruo

The Paris Univers has a report from
Rome that the English Cabinet acoepts
Papal mediation in regérd to Ireland on the
basis of Mgr. Persico’s report. .

A tioc Christmas tree was sent from
Potedam to the German Crown Prince at
San Remo, so large that it had to be cut in
two for transportation, each half filling a
freight car.— Kz,

Out of 63 palatial residences in Paris in-
speoted by a Government uulhuz engineer,
47 were found to have such defeotive plumb-
ing that the health of the occupants was
constantly threatened.

The Pope has advised the Irish bishop:s
and priesta visiting Rome to use their in-
fluence to restore respeot for the law in Ire-

G

dian territory and foroibly taken hack.

A biol
Qitawa

germs or not,

The Toronto Board of Trade declded to

joal examination of samples ef

water made In Toronto has
demonstrated that the water is unduly in-
eated with bacteria, though it is not settled
definitely whether they are typhoid fever

amendments to their Act of Incorporation
giving them power to compe
of wi
enforce awards.

elined to nominate a bishop for Nova Scotia,
a8 the Provincial Synod will not guarantee
the ratification of his nominee, and the

od will therefore have to make another iy

land, as the Irish people could not obtain
what they asked by violence,

If the records of her baptism in Knock-
mahco, Ireland, are correot, and if she lives
votil the 6th of April next, Mrs. Bridget
Doody, of Mineral Point, Wis., will be 116
years old. She has outlived all of her ten
children, the youngest of whom was born

apply to the Dominion Parliament for| o, @'t oo e years old. Sheisin I}matty

1 the attendance
cases in casea of arbitration and to

The Archbishop

fair health, and seems likely to
several years,

ve for

At a dinner at the Mansion house, Lon-

don, three foreign consuls were present

of Canterbury has de- whotn the Tord P
drinking their healths,

direutuf

healths of *‘ the three present consuls.” He,

ayor wished to honor by
He accordinegly
the toast master to announce the

,» mistaking the words, gave out

to elect its own bishop.

The New York World says that what
Manitoba wants worse than anything else is
a new climate. New olimate yourself?

Manitoba will be ploughing before Dakota,
out where they

Monatana or Minnesota fin
lofs their fences last fall.

It is proposed by leadin
hﬂﬁ'nnmdg

ﬁﬂnﬁl of the
call an n meet-
-ntugu

fa
at an early date to against the | 2 ® Penny.
:'ghut“ot thurlnu.l udprﬂnmlnlun Govern- | 28 been greatly increased, and the Ef‘od bf.i

meat to remedy the ¢ unsatisfactory | {6t upon the temper of the children

Ialanders are i
the Dominicn Government to maintain regn-
lar communication between the island and
the mainland, which is declared to be this
winter more incomplete and irregular than

for many years,

ia the North-Wesat Territor
Athabasca River, with a view to the devel-

opment and eettlement of that re

imspector of Prisons, in his annual report.

having made the journey in five davs despite
the heavy snow and severe cold. The train
left immediately for Boston, where it is ex-
pected to land the flour on the seventh day
after leaving Minneapolis,

sonvention for a parcel
Canada and the United States had been

E?’ﬁ:d by bimself and Postmaster-General | ¢ the first line,

President Cleveland to make it legal. The
terms agre
Gevernments and it had been arranged for
the service to be inaugurated on March 1.

would a
d.ﬂng their best to make bribery respect.

e.
The bnrflu-y in Montreal on Saturday | would be str g 8
was certain

om record.
three iron safes—one large one worth $1,800
—the en
books,

eluding the joista. When the proprietor of
the ransacked premises came upon the scene
in the morning he no doubt felt
that the ceiling and walls were st
him, In such a case even the smallest mer-
ciea are greatly to be appreciated.

men making a patch-work quilt. All for a
single admiseion, Tickets ten cents, It is
& wonder that in order to make the leap
year effect complete, the young pastor—

Renfrew ; Les Mesnnes, Musko-

It e that the Prince Edward

A acheme for establishing a penal colony

men,
gion, is | cavalry on a complete war footing and re-

the fMlowing :—** The Lord Mayor drinks
the health of the 3 per cent. conso

The experimient of giving halfpenny din-
ners at the Birmiogham schools bas been so
succesaful that farthing dinners have been
tried and nearly sucoeeded. Two hundred
and twelve thousand farthing dinners were
given last year at a coat of less than 39.100ths
The attendance at the schools

The strength of the Rusaian troops assem.

y for action in the western provin-

esnditicn of the ad tion of justice. | ™® .
The following new post cffices were estab- Elod voad
llhdlnl}nhrfonn an, 1st: Anson, North

r as follows:—
e frontier, there

Hasti Lo . | oe8 toward the end of December is reported
kas Station, Monok ; Spavish River [ = *1° "8t ine, close
HhmEnm ; Yoonge Mills, South Leeds. l%!g:, E" e army corps, one each at
arsaw, Ivan
ndignant over the failure of [ mir, Kief Meskibooshye and Kishenef. The
second line is made up of three corps, one
each at Bialystok Minsk, Tcherin
and Karkof Poltava.
sists of five corps,

lotsk Lomsha, Petrohof
rod Lublin, Rowno Shito-

Orel
The third line con-
one ~ach at Reval Nov-
rod, Petersburg, Moscow, Jouslay and
Soratof. Each of these sixteen oo

adjoining the | counts 44,500 men, or, altogether, 712,

There are further nine divisions of

by Warden Bedeon, of Manitoba | ceiving already war pay, close upon the

tentiary and endorsed by Mr. Moylan,

The first special flour train from Minnea-

frontiers towards (Germany
namely, one each a Kovno, Wilna, Lomsha,
Alexandrov and Tchenstock of looking to-

and Austria—

by way of the Sault Ste. Marie and | Ward Germany, and at Lublin, Samostye,

Pacific railway reached Montreal,

The Postmaster-General says
post serice betweéen

and only requires the signature of

ed upon were satisfactory to both

When one of the

gaol he was given an

rough the town, the sheriff and
trate taking

that officers of the law are

counters, and even the flooring, in-

ateful
left to

At a tea meeting in a New Brunswiok

8. In another corner were two young

to me,

Dubno and Kief looking toward Austria.
The four divisions stationed at Romny,
Tchovgovyef, Jelisavetqrad and Kishenef
can be transported to the frontier in a few
days. These thirteen divisions count 3 600
horses each, or, altogether, 46,800. Each
that the | division issupplied with two batteries. The

whole force consists, therefore, of 757,(00
men, of which eight corps and nine divisions
of horse, or 356,000 foot and 35,400 horse

Railroads with double

tracks conneot the second and third lines
with the first—that is, they can be moved
forward so rapidly that they can be in the
encampment of

; < almost with the forward movement of the
politicians imprisoned | 1atter.,

for bribery in Prince Edward County had
completed his term in
oyster supper by the gaoler, and was driven
in state
the police magis

e first line simultanously

———

Treacherous.
A reporter tor the Pall Mall Gazette re.

part in the | sontly conversed with Mr, Baralett, superin-
m  Such is the statement of the | tondent, of the London Zoological mrpﬂu, try
ve journal at Picton. It is to be | ghout his experience with l:-hui

ippopotamus.

hoped the story is not true; for if it is, it According to Mr, Barelett’s accoust, this
curious animal makes an interesting pet,
although—as ir the case with some hurmn
animals—its cem

ris rather uncertain, It
int to call it thin-

one of the most extraordinary skinned, rince its skin is two inches or more
ot content with carrying away thick, but there are times, to say the leaat,
when it seems to be uncomfortably touchy,

Obach, the first hippopotamua that came

hr{'lnhg burglars made away with
bookcases, desks, chairs, letter- |, the gardens, was pruaf?ud by the Viceroy

of Egypt in 1851.
some reaton or other tke brute got attached
I believe it was because I talked to | P®
him whenever I saw him.

He died in 1879. For

We were the greatest of friends, and he

was 80 docile that I used to ride on his back.
In 1852, I was engaged in mounting a speci-
men hippo for the
parish there were some upnusual features|i
provided. In one corner of the church an
enclosure was prepared, within which two
?nung ladies were sawing wood into stove

ystal Palace, and went

nto Obach's den to make mcme measure.

ments. Thinking no evil, I was busy with my
tape, when it suddenly niippud, ln?t
turned around on me with a furious snort,

he brute

ashing his jaws flercely, Irushed for my
ife, and escaped through the rails; the

keeper, who was with me, did the same. It
waa a very near thing, indeed, for both of uas.

At present we bave only one hippopotamus

and be must have been a very young pastor here,—the daughter of Obach,—who was

~was not shut up in another corner and a | born in 1872,

ell, one day a stray do

detachment of young ladies engaged to |strolled cuunl}ﬂit;tntﬁm 1.“:1“- and sto
ol the

afflict him with proposals of marriage.

The practioes in many matters in the var-
ious provinces are curiously divergent. In

before the ra
closure,

ippo’s outside in-

The day was warm, the pool was tempt-

Nova Sootia and British Columbia there are lﬂﬂ‘f 80 the dog wriggled through the rails
an

divorce courts, but there are none here. In

Nova Scotia street cars may be run on Sun- | hippo

dn{, as driving, according to the courts is
not servile labour; in Quebeo they may be
run to carry people to church ; in Ontario
they must not be run under any circum-
stances, In British Columbia Sunday news.
Wn are published, and the cloeing of
oons on Sunday is a matter for municipal
and not provincial regulation, Here Sunday
is observed unanimously, except, as the law
proiides, by Indians. Here the Legislature
lates the municipal franchise. In New
Brunewick the city council fixes the voting
qualification,
FORRIGN,
It is reported in Berlin that Italy ia pre.
paring to gend 150,000 troops to Galicla in
the event of war,

The orofter agitation in Seotland and the
anti-tithe movement in Wales are rapidly
growing more serious,

The ship Britannia, from the Mediterran.
san, with RG0 people aboard, is now six
days over-due at New York,

sprang into the water to his doom. The
rose to the surface, and, roaring, took
the dog into her great jaws and orushed him
to bita,

Another narrow escape was that of a keep-
er who came homs to the gardens very late
one stifling August night. He was slightly
ﬂp.ﬂ and very hot, so he stripped off his
clothes and plunged into the puorg Unfor-
tunately, the hippo was also in the pool,
dozing away in the dark solitudes.

The keeper of course, thonght that he was
locked up in a cage. He did not discover
his» mistake till his hands came in contact
with the back of the huge amphibian. The
hippo swam after the man, b was not quick
enough, The keeper just escaped, and when
he wanted a bath afterward, he took it else.
where, Had the brute got at him, only his
mangled remains would have been found to
tell the tale,

When our baby hippo was born the mother
was terribly savage, I waa afraid she would
kill herself and her baby as well. We were

compelled to feed them through the ventila-
tor, and never dared to go into the house,

FARM.,
Nores

Protect tender roses and planta.

Pleary of good fuel, remember,

Fatten or sell the surplus stock.

Extra feed for pige and poultry,
Protect fruit trees from the ‘‘nibblers.”
Guard grain against the rats and mice.
Don't use the torturing oheck.rein,

A clean, well-ventilated cellar,

Milk for young pigs and calves should be
fed warm,

Farming land in Connecticut, except in
the vicinity of oities, has not inocreased in
value in the last thirty years.

Where hens are not changed from one lo.
cality to another, they will lay a great many
more eggs in the course of a year. Even the
aotive Eghum form an attachment to a

certain plaoce,

If a farmer has plenty of patience, and
is willing to give close attcntion to details
in the care of stock, he van make more
money for food consumed from sheep than
from any other stock.

It ought to be settled heyond dispute that
it pays to previde good shelter for all the
stock on the farm, The surest plan, as fur
as poesible, is to provide for this ahead of
time when it may be wanted.

The Wisconsin Dairymen's Association
met at Ripon, January 26 to 27, inclusive.
These meetings always attract attention, not
only in the state, bvt are attended by dairy-
men from surrounding statea.

At the Ontario Agricultural College, an
experiment in feeding eighteen head of
atore cabtle with twelve pounda of bay,
thirty-five pounds of turnips and nine
pounds of wheat bran per head daily, and
also the same amount oﬁuq and roots but
with different kinds of grain, resulted in

the loweat ocost of production on the bran
ration.

The Maryland Farmer says that while
thousands of dollars have been made in
goe:*ing cranberries, large fortunes have

lost in similar wventures. Only the
wealthier owners, who have a:rmd vasat
sums of money in improving and equipping
their pro » can calculate with any de-
gree of ty on a paying crop of fruit
every year,

There are no secrets in sheep raising, It
has to be done by feeding. Tl‘:a sheep have
to eat something, and that something has to
be sweet feed, grass, grain, vegetables,
fruit, or -ngthing that ﬂ. wholesome and
nutritious, but must be abundsnt and un-
failing. Weeds, brush and briars will keep
sheep alive, but don't ask sheep to grow
mutton on such pastures, no, nor wool.

The Dairy Associations of the Soottish
shires of Dumfries and Wigton have decid-
ed to make a joint endeavor to secure for
next season the services of a firat-class Can-
adian instructor in cheese-making, This is
a compliment to Canada ; but it will be a
more particular compliment to Ontario, for
it is to this province that the associations
will look for their expert. It is not a little
remarkable that the Dominion should be
invited to instiuct the Mother Land in
cheese-making,

The average cow, well cared for, says an
agrioultural writer, ehould make 200 pounds
of butter a year—one of less capacity should
not be tolerated—a good cow will make 300
pounds a year. We will call three acres
sufficient to keep one cow a year, whioh is
a large estimate, Two acres should suffice ;
in fact, Hiram Smith, the celebrated Wis-
consin dairyman, comes pretty near kee ing
& cow on one acre, But two or even tBIBB
acres to one such cow as noted above will
prove cow keeping to be a better business
than can be done on nni wheat land in the
country, particularly when it is considered
that in the cow business the farm is getting
better and better every year, instead of
poorer and poorer as in the wheat business,

Between the North and South Forks of
the Red River and the 1C0th degree of lon-
gitude is an extensive range of fertile coun-
about 34 miles wide 167 miles long
containing 3,687,360 acres. It is claimed
by Texas under the name of Greer County,
and by the United States as a part of the
Indian Territory, and is also known as
‘“ No Man's Land.” Balangluﬁ definitel
to no 'organized community, it is govern
by no laws, and has long been the resort of
desperadoes of all kinds. The land has
never been sold by any proper l.uthuritz,
and the thousands of settlers there—stook-
men and ranchers—hola their possessions
by squatter sovereignty. The President
has just issued & proclamation warning all
raons whatever against selling or other-
wise ' disposing of uny of said land or ex-
ercising or attempting to exercise any au-
thority over” it; and also w “all

persons purchasing any part of the
t-arritan m any perzon or persons whom-
soever.” An enormous amount of land

swindling has already been trated by
locating Texas lnndy grants in ** Greer
County,” and selling the certificatos to
gmnhﬂ and this proclamation should

ave been issued over two years ago. More
than three years ago the Eye Opener warn-
ed rural readers against this fraud.

—ogie—

Prince Ferdinand.

Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria looks upon
his duties in a different way from his prede-
cessor, Prince Alexanderconsidered itreason
enough for abdicating that Russia insisted
upon it, and he held that in so doing he was
beat serving Bulgaria. Prince Ferdinand
would ** rather leave his bones on the battle-
field than abdicate,” because this latter
would be abandoning and ruining Bulgaria.
The present ruler pcssibly overestimates his

rsonal importance to the principality, yet

e has doubtless been of real valuein fur-
nishing to it a head, and thereby giving a
head, and thereby giving a greater semb.
lance of public order and security. The re-
Earl; that the powers contemplate a com-

ined boycotting or ** blockade "jof Bulgaria
in case Ferdinand should not resign, al.
though exceedingly doubtful, yet recalls the
process made ready for refractory Greece
when that little kingdom persisted, at great
expense, in preparing to fight. There would
rrnhah‘l]r be no difliculty in disposing quiet-
y of Prince Ferdinand could the surround-
ing powers only a
vacancy and for whom they want it., In
the lack of such agreement, and of any com.
mon notion what to do next, Prince Ferdin.
and seems justified in holding his plaoce,
even if only as the man in possession,—

why they want a

N. Y. I

mes,

CHINA'S GREAT CALAMITY.

( Shraghai Corregpondent London Standasd, )

It needs no small stretch of the imagina.
tion forpeople in England, perfectly acquain.
ted as they are with the gigantio river
which was, centuries ago, and El.tingly. de-
vominated ** China's sorrow,” to compie-
bend the extent of its latest visitation on
the beautiful Province of Honan. The news
of full extent of the disaster even here
is only now being ascertained, although the
breach in the embavkments by which the
treacherous waters of the Hoang Ho, or
Yellow River, are sought to be kept within
bounds, cocurred as far baok ad the 20th
September, and it was known that in the
first wild rush of the rain.swollen waters
many cities, iowns and villages innumer.
able were submer and oountless thous-
ands of persons every rank drowned,
But, as is usually the case, the officials in
charge of the river at first attempted to
minimise the extent of the disaster in their
memorials to the Throne. A higher funo-
tionary, however, was direoted to report the
full facts of the ocourrence, and his story

ve a very different aspeot to the tale,
ﬁ‘buut. one eixth of the entire area of the
‘¢ garden of China,” as Honan is styled, is
now converted Into a vast lake, with here
and there a pagoda top or the gable of some
higher wall risiog over the inoreasing waters
to mark tue site of what were, a short time
ago, prosperous cities of many thousand in-
habitants, The rest of the country is over.
run with the wretched refugees who were
fortunate enough to escape with their lives,
though with nought else. In hundreds of
inatances men who three short moons ago
were men of wealth, to-day sit gazing on
the inland sea, ** stunned, hungry, stupid
and dejocted, without a rag to wear ora
morsel of food to eat.’ The inundations
commenoed at a little distance from Kai.
Fung Fu, one of the largest ocities of the
Province, and in one instwnt some four miles
of the solid emhankment of stone, brick,
sand and clay were swept away, with in-
numberable moles and fascines. In the dis-
triots of Ching-chow and Chden chow mo
loas than

THREE THOUSAND LARGE VILLAGES

are stated to have been engulfed in a ver
few mome.ts, and scurcely any of their ilt-
fated people had t1ime to save themselves,
a8 the breach ocourred in the night, time.
The extent of the disaster will be better
understood when I say that an e¢xtent of
counay much lar the Principali
of Wales and much more thickly popula

is now a sea, and all the inhabitants either
drowned or fled. The people so terribly
visited cannot number far short of the whole
population of Ireland, as the Province in.
oludes about twenty-five millions, with an
area of -five thousand equare miles.
and the waters of the river now cover be-
tween eight and ten thourand square milea.
The accounts daily published in the native
and foreign papers and in the Peking Gas.
ette, reveal the moat horrible suff ring for
the survivors, who wre perishing of famine.
I am told that in hundreds of instances om
the present occasion the people, when the
water rushed into the cities sweeping walls,
houses and everything before them, refused
to stir, and met their deaths with that won-
derful indifference which characterises the
Chinese in some cases—for the Celestial is
nothing if nota fatalist of the moat pronounec-
ed and unreasonizg type. According to the
beat and moet trustworthy authorities which
I have been able to consult, the loss of life
will nos be numbéred by thousands or ten
thousands, but literaliy by hundreds of thou.
sands, while the

BTAEVING PEOFLE MUST AMOUNT T0 MANY
MILLIONS,

who are utterly beggared and who are de-
pending for subsistence upon the charity of
others, The Emperor has already contribut-
ed one hundred thousand taels out of the
Privy purse, besidea ordering two million
taels out of the Imperial Treasury towards
the relief of the sufterers. The Chinese and
foreigners have contributed liberally toward
the fund.
I do not think that there is any FKoglish
map which gives all the towns and cities
whﬁh have been destroyed, but a few of the
rincipalareChing-chow, Wei-Si, Chung-mu,
leliu. Fu-Kao, 8i-hai, Tsin-chow, Cho-
chia-Kow, jTai-Kang, Taiping, and Ying-
chow, the latter being in the Ngan-hwuy
Province. The country around these cities,
which are eituated in a t plain, was,
just before the calamity, in a most prosper-
ous condition and covered with rice fields,
mulberry groves and other products by
which the industrious people subgist. The
present flood is the most serious one that
ever oecurred since the mythical and deified
Emperor Yii is recorded tolhave drawn awa
iuto their old bed the tributaries of the terri-
ble river hundreds of years before Western
civilization orhistory began, Ithaschanged
the positions of several places with regard
to the Hoang Ho. Kia-fung fu (spelt on the
maps Kiafong) is now to the north of the
river, which partly returned to ita old bed
—that discovered dry in 1858, At Kia-fung-
fu the river took a northeasterly bend ; it
now flows southeast, haviug as a matter of
fact, swallowed nE the Kwel or Little Yel-
low River, through which a portion of the
waters of the main river now enters the sea
through the Province of Kiangsu, and no
longer waters Bhangtung. The nnhmurlgod
district consists of the great and fertile plain
occupying the eastern corner of Honan and
the northern portion of Ngan-huwy, and the
depth of the wateraveragesfrom ten tothirty
feet. Recent reports stated that a portion
of the water of the Yellow River was work-
ing an outlet for itself into the Yanktsze
Kiang, but this has since been found to be
ineorreot, and what is a most

EXTRAORDINARY NATURAL REVOLUTION

is now found to have taken place. For
nearly two months the immense volume of
water of the Hoang Ho has not reached the
sea, but is engaged in converting the great

lain mentioned once more into the vast in-
and sea that is chronicled by the historians
of China as having existed in the time of
the mythical Im nlﬁnl engineer referred to,
and as having been ocompelled by him in
those remote to recede into the dimen.
sions of a river, whioh he enclosed in the
predecessors of the present great embank-
ments by which it waa forced to flow into
the ocean, Indeed, if tradition is to be be-
lleved, the dykes and fascines which have
lately collapsed with such awful consequen.
oea are, in some instances, the veritable
works of Yii and his immediate successors,
The inroads of time, no doubt, had weaken.-
ed these gigantic embankments, and the
heavy raina which preceded the calamity
also helped to bring itjabout, But the chief
oause, I am inclined to believe, of the disas-

ter is the gradmal change in the oconforma-

. e =

tion of the coastnf the Gulf of. Pechiliy into
which the Hoang PFo flowed sd which has
been constantly br . slowly risiag HLM
no doubt the action of saltg which al.
ways been carried in great duantities by all
the rivers in China; has ha”%omething also
to do with bringing about ui.._"e:l:rnurtﬁnu;
and calamitous result. That this oh

Was not unforseen by the Chinese officia
is shown by the fact that some months ago
it was actually suggested that the river

should be diveried toits former bed by open-

ing the embankments at Kai-fung fu. Th
disaster had . A

GREATLY DISTRESSED THE IMPERIAL FPAMILY

in Peking, and the Rmperor and Empress-
Mother have shown the greatest solicitude
for the sufferers, The Peking Ganttte saye
that the ' Empresa-Mother has neither slept
nor eaten for days” in consequence. Steps
have been taken to raise the enormous
amount of money for works whioch, it is
hoped, will have ths effect of direoting the
river into the old channel ence more, and a
member of the Grand Council, a

august funotionary, has been dmm
from Peking to the sorne and ordered to
travel night and day. The amount required
is estimated at the lowest at tem million
tasls, and it is believed by some foreign en-
gineera here that it will take years to do
the work, if it can be done’at all. Amongst
the measures by which the Imperial advis-
éra suggest raising the necessary funds are,
stopping the purchese of arms and muni-
tiona of war throughout the Empire, paying
the Manchu and Chinese Banner troops in
rice inatead of money (which will, if at-
tempted. lead probably to a revolt), stop-
ping the coolie pay allowed to all provincial
armies, and levying adaitional taxes upon
oertain articles of ordinary use. Th: en-
tire military force of the Province is alse
placed at the command of the officials em-
ployed in the work, so as to lessen the
amount to be paid for labor. To increasre
the difficultiecs of the undertaking, the
materiuls necessary sre ‘met obtainable at
the river, but must be brought from a dis.
tance. But the work of getting the river
again in hand is only of secondary impor
tance, and the resources of the country are
taxed enough for the presentby the demands

Y lupon their charity for the millions of fam.-

ine stricken peo

who will perish if no$
promptly aided.

*_ -
Our Rig Frieud in the Sky.

The phenomenally eold weather of which
we have just had a taste, and which has been
attended by such frightful circumstances
of suffering and disaster in tho Northwess,
is well calculated to impress the fact thas,
but for outside aid, coming to us ont of the
od;l:thl of space, we should be unable to

t upon this globe of oura for a le
week, Nhen the continent has been buried
for mavy weeks in rnow, and ioy blasts from
the Frigid Zone come to asist in chilling
the atmosphere below the point of human
endurance, it is to the sun alone that we
can look for rescue from the frost. This
must have seemed overwhelmingly evident
to those railroad ngers in Dakota who,
huddling together in a single car, hugﬁg
the stove, and covering themselves as best
they could with garments, blankets, mail
bags, and whatever would serve to keep in
the heat of the body, looked forward de-
spairingly to the return of the sunshine.
Mother Earth had no warmth in her bosom
for them, and two children in the party
actually froze to death. In summer the sun
makes those same plains, ever which they
passed with terror and great suffering, pleas-
ant with grass and flowers ; and yet, 80 nar-
row is the margin of heat supplied to the
earth, that a few montha later, when the
globe has rolled its northern face slightly
away from the sun, man must fight a battle
for his life with the encroaching frost,

We get a very striking idea of the actnal
situation which we ocoupy if we make for
ourselves a microcosmic picture of the sum
and earth. Let a fiery globe as large as an
orange, blazing with intense heat and lighs,
represent the eun. Then a little partiole,
about one.fortieth of an inch in diameter—a
mere speck of dust, smaller than the small-
est pin’s head—will represent the earth,
Let it float at a distance of tweniy-six or
twenty-seven feet from the ‘minature sun
and slowly revolve around it. Suppose all
the surrounding space to be airless and ter-
rifically ocold as all interstellar
is, and we have before us the actual
condition of things in the solar sys-
tem. The little earth, but for the kindly
rays of the neighboring sun, would quickly
freeze to death. It turns all its sides in
rotation toward the sun and gets them
warmed. It preserves a little heat in its
atmosphere and by the aid of the vaper
that the sun raises from ite oceans, and yes
it is half the time shivering at the touch of
frosty space. First one hemisphere and
then the otheris turned to the warming
blaza of the solar hearth, and the side thas
is turned away must tem y suffer for
thc comfort that the other side enjoys. If
the earth didn't turn on its axis it weuld be
baked on one side and frozen on the other.
It is engaged in a constant effort to keep
warm., -

And what if the san should withdraw ite
rays? What if the fuel of the solar furnace
should runlow? What if gravitation and
atomioc motion should go on strike? Les
the astronomers torment their imagination
with such things, While the sun shines we
prefer to think of it as never growing dim.
And next summer le will be wondering
why in the world it is so hot.

-

When to Expect a Thaw.

If clouds drive up high from the south,

expect a thaw,
f shooting stars fall in the south im

Winter, expect a thaw.

In Winter, if the fences and trees are cev-
ered with white frost, expect a thaw,
Very heavy white frost in Winter is
followed by a thaw.

White froat on three successive nights
indioates a thaw,

Hogs rubbing themsalves in Winter indi.
cates an approaching thaw.

When in winter pigs rub against the side
of their pen, it is a sure sign of a thaw.

When little black insecta appear on the
snow, expect a thaw.

If the treea are frosty and the sun takes
it away hefore noon, it ina sign of rain.

If there be an abundance of hoar froas,
expect rain,

. S —

The preparation of the troussean of the
future Empress of Chioa is under fall head-
way, although the wedding will be in 1880.
Thousands of hands are now busy, and it
will be the greatest ever made, o hats

are partionlarly numerous,




