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TWO CHRISTMASES;
THE MYSTERY OF THE HAUNTED GARRET.
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Do you sleep at all, Joan "

# No—I could not sleep.”
~« And you will get no rest all day "

¢ [ ghall sleep to-night, or rather to-mor-
MOW mnrnlug.“

* You look like a ghost," he eays, sigh-
ing. ** Well, I will come over for you at
half-prst eight "

CHAPTER V,—CoxTINUED,

We pass the very spot where 1 threw
myself fece downwards on that terrible day
f /o months ago, when [ had losy all I had
in the world, I remembar it—I never pass
the place without remembering iv—but 1 d»
not know whether my cousin 1:.nuiu.'||:;:.]I of it ml-
not as he walks beaide me with his huac !
bent and his hands in the pockets of his old “ Bup iv is quite light till nine o ﬂtﬂ‘}k-
shooting-coat. I thought tnen that there was | Hugh, It is E“’T‘ nﬂ“'ﬂ“}‘: }Lﬂmit;“““l}
nothing left for me but to die, bat I found all that VAT BT y to WALK bagk w me
that there was work for me to do, and I I shall come neverthe “I’l- S
have done it, and found peace and content- Which he does, }“H; a8 t ?I‘ t': hﬂ ﬂl};ﬂ
ment in the doing of it, if not absolute hap- clock strikes the n?it- ouf, s tkm- "

iness—and, afeer all, how few are happy | wud m‘“khi“j? "'"3“ nging '“l’ii: f‘i‘: Hﬁ
n this world ! I was not perfectly happy hedges, and the dusk is falling with the

; | falling of the dew as we set out, my cousin
:fiﬂ‘;h:ﬁ:' was mistress of (irayaore und in h[ug rough homespun clothes, 1 in the

have the superintendence of the little close black bonnet and nun-like cloak which

, 880 him.
hospital outside the vil'age, a salary of fifty | 37 such an eyesore to »
anl:uh :yau with ra.t.quu, hard w{:tk. bus! N“hi“lffi;ﬁh"“;’ us, tri?:l“ﬂ:um; Ry
also plenty of strength to aceomplish it, and !:;'n stops to lig tali-p? ﬂ;i Ehil I 0o,
a fair share of the pluck and perseverance I lett Laslie to entertain him whtle £ 6Amo

| for you "
ET::::J ﬂm:. ;ﬁlﬁﬂ“ﬁffu;mﬂﬂifﬁz* _We soarcely speak again till we ra;uh
hospital has already made a name for itself Grayacre —we who lg;ﬂd ﬁ hnvuln? mu]:::l tﬁ
in the county, though Hugh Treseilian hates 8ay to esch other. N “mtr "1“; 0 hilt: b ug
i0; 1t was ouly lately that I persusded T E:Bﬁfii:;lﬁ: :‘;:u:::rlﬂ Eta !:Iiu far:‘:ﬁdutu l:u;t‘
?m?r‘if his foot for the first ume inside the He muy be nu:ii:nuu, tnln:. about %n Hougue
. : Bie, left entively to the care of servants
- 1{?:;;::: I;d“ﬁﬁ: :Lt:;mi:.“;:‘ﬂlﬂ;i %Lvl]i';ﬁ 1 for the old graudmother aied hafgr;
i immediately after our falling out, he Leslie came S hnﬂlwﬂ-u “1 wohder
would have gone back to Canada in spite of what would become q: Leslle hﬂﬂl‘f ing
me. But I had told Winder & Uurtis every- h*PFF“ﬁd to Aunc Wills Y hl‘—: a8 not a
thing, made over to him as far as [ could, relative in the wurld that she knows of ex-
when he utterly refused to tuke any steps cept aunt Vills and Hugh, and an aunt
to eatablish his rights. So things remain to married to an 1udl_gn-plantar in Bl_lrmah.
this day, my cousin leaving the entire man- But 1 suppose she will marry soon, with her
agement of the farm to Mi&hm{l]ﬂ‘aﬂte. ﬂmk- j ;]i:iz? ;tg:‘ﬂﬂi‘;“i E:;ﬂtfi;";ﬂ;ﬁ;::; ;:::;t 'i‘r::;
ing no changes, buying and selling nothing, i
nntﬁ nhaing ﬂg&:pawufadgm do either, since he ¢0USL0 Hugh, As f‘“}; Hugh, 1 %m I‘iﬂﬂi"ﬂuﬁﬂ
has not administered to the will. It is an to think he dislikes her ; bat thea 1 may b2
unneceasary state of things—I feel it now mistaken, as 1kave go often been before.
when 1 am becoming resigned to my own Woe find Leelie in the biue room, gpretty
loss. I am too fond of Grayscre for its own little sitting-room, which we always use in
sake not to wish to see it properly managed ?“m?;ﬂ‘:h\ﬂﬁh “iﬂlﬂﬂwh:i'dwi‘;i“:u'ﬁﬂflﬂiﬁﬁ
: i og the home meado :

And of course, s iirars now, everything| U L, 1% tnd, though thoo e no
resolution my cousin has come to, he seems | candles lighted, there is still sufficient day-
Gatermined b abido by it  but I am at least | Light to shiow us the danty figare in

aally obstinate. However he eame by it, the low basket-chair, and Doctor Nesbitts
Eq“j,m“ belongs to him, I have no more handsome head and shoulders, as he leans
right to it now than the man in the moon. nt:{}tﬂu d“:“a‘“ﬂ “E“i'ﬁ“ the E—?ﬂﬂ i

Aunt Wills has never left her room since OU TOUNY AV “‘;;l_“ l*;}'“t = IUE anga
she dined with us in the oak parlour on crossly, il ing 1o from Wné
Christmas Day, But it was only in the be- hm[:- lit ha'l. * Why don't uuiha.va:lm.n-
ginning of March that she became seriously dles D I for ':'n:l"'f?“[;:f’ﬁ 1 ' L ark, It i
ill and took to her bed. Ever since then| ., g’“ scold, 16 d““}f . 18
she has been so weak and poorly that Hugh | 207, that the room ;‘“‘m ark to you, oom-
could not bring himself to ieave her, even if ing in from the ];E . We were quite en-
she had nov begged and prayed hiuzg to re- Jﬂ::'"ilflﬂﬂ‘j til;ﬂ qﬂ':."lnﬂﬂ-
main. But I am sure he will go back to| ; ;
Canada as soon as she is out of danger—at Has he been as agreeable l:,thlﬂ all the
least, I am sure that is his intention. That w“i? {:' “I"“ St 1';1“1?';1"““ B, &Iﬂair“ NN
she will ever be well enough to allow of hia) i ';_“W oad, W‘i'“ er II;E whether E
leaving her I am beginning to doubt., For rought his crossness into the room Wit
the last week we have been sitting up with him, or whether it is jealousy of Doctor
her day and night, and last nightﬁ did not N‘ﬁ'ii“ “’hﬂ’-‘h h‘“; put him '-']':ltlf-'r DIE tﬁﬂi_ll er,
like her symptoms at all. But Hugh will : t:ﬂ{::n'ﬁ“ or you., Hugh, will you
uot Lelieve that she is in any danger ; even | F108 V56 BOT S ;
last night when I called him up to look at | Susan brings in tea, and lights the can-
her—he generally sits up with her part of dles. Leslie puts me into a comfortable
the night that Leslieand I may rest & little, | chair, gnd then pours out tea, assisted by
or else by the fire in the oak parlour to be | Dr. Nesbitt. Hugh has thrown himself
rﬂd{‘ when we call—he had not observed | into a corner of the sofa, where he sits sulk-
anything

anusual in her voice or look. But |ily watching his cousin. s

I do not think she will ever be up and about | _Leslie looks so pretty in her rich black-
the house again. silk gown, with its heavy jet embroiderv

Leslie Creed came to her when I left Gray- | and ruflles of black lace round the throat
acre. Aunt Wills had never made any ef- | and half-short sleeves. Sho wears her
fort to keep me, I think she was sorry for blonde hair cut short and falling in a cloud
me and missed me until Leslie came. Bat | of fleecy gold about her forehead, her eyes
then she had all she wanted. She loved |are of the colour of the gray wood violets
Leslie, who never went out of her way to} We find among the primroses in spring.

lease her, a thousand times more than she Her face is charming in colour and outline,
E.ﬂ ever loved me, who would have done | évery movement of her prettily-rounded
for her for Laurie's sake. I belfeve | figure worth watching, every modulation of
her clear young voice worth listening to,
they betcay so much careful training, so
much instinctive coquetry, such a wonder-
ful knowledge, how acquired I know not,
of the effect they are likely to produce.
The French blood in her veins makes a
thousand airy graces seem quite nataral to
her which would have been utterly foreign
to my nature ; and then she is so young,
such & mere child, she may be permitted
the pretty impertinences which would have
been not only unbecoming but ill-bred in a
woman of my age. And yet I think some-
times Hugh is angry because she is not so
composed and grave as [ am—I, who have
suffered more in six months than Leslie
Creed ever suffered in the whole course of
her beautiful spoilt existence,

It makes me feel lonely to see a stranger
EH the hostess here, in the house where 1

anything
Leslie even cares more for me than she does
for Aint Wills. Bu¢ Leslie werships her
cousin Hugh.

“J will go on to the doctor's,” Hugh says,
as we part at the door of my house; “and
if I can I will bring him back with me."”

I think it would be just as well.

He walks on up the road, and I let myself
in with my latch-key and steal up the nar-
row stairs to my own little room. It is not
half-pas siv yet; none of the patients are
stirring, but one of the mnurses is m:ﬁg
about softly in the wards, and thelittle
is lightiog the ya-lor fire. I shall have time
to lie down for an hour at all events, and I
am 8o thoroughly wecrn out that I hope I may
even get a little sleep.
=it is & vain h:lpe; something or other,
some dim presentiment of coming evil per-
haps, will not allow me to closs my eyes.
At seven I am up and about my ducies in held the reins of government since I
the wards—before eleven the hardest part|was a child of ten years, and used to drop
of the day's duties are over, and I am anx. the keys among the hay, or into the river,
lously looking out for my oousin Hugh. H or loss them in tool-house and barn as often

Hugh has never betrayed himself by word | as not. But I cannot deny that she plays
or look, never even l“tlsﬂd to the scene in | the mistress very prettily, and I wonder
the firwood, from that day to this, He|how Hugh can refuse to smile at her when
neither avoids me nor seeks me out ; some. | she carries him his cup of tea. I sup
times I think he changes colour when I|he is jealous of Deotor Nesbitt's devotion,
meet him or address him suddenly, and very | and sat he ought to know at least as well
often I find him watching me in his guﬂlul o that Leslie cares more for one look
intent way, very much as he used to watch | from him than for all the other's attentions.
me at Grayacre ; but neither a momentary| *¥You look like a ¢host, Joan,” Leslie
paleness when he meets her nor an occasion.- | says, standing before me in her softly-cling-
al look at her across & crowd proves that a | ing black silk with its :himmnring embroid-
man is in love with & woman, whatever ro- | ery, her round pink cheeks, her golden
mantic people say. head, her pretty white bare aruns, suoh a

He is certain te come—I know him well | contrast to my pale tired face and eyes dull
enough to be sure of that. I am stand and heavy for want of sleep, It is m’!l?
in the window when he comes up the too bad to ask you to sit up again to-night.”
on Meerschaum ; I am at the door before | *‘I should have been more anxious if 1
he has ﬂung himself out of the saddle. had remained at home—I ocould not have

‘¢ Well 1" I aek, reading my answer in hia | slept in any case. ’

s But auntie 18 80 much better—I don't
think we need be anxious about her anv
more, "

¢ Not if she goes on linproving like this
for a day or two longer.”

¢ Doctor Nesbitt says she has turned the
corner. We'll have her up and about in no
time, Are you going up-staire 1 We'll, I'll
look in when I'm ngkt.n bed. AndI'll re-
lieve you at four o'clock, and then you must
falling. ** Whaas it only Neabitt?" | have a good sleep before you go back to St.
o ?urrny won't be home till to-morrow. | Perpetua’s.”

But I believe Nesbitt quite underatanda the | I take my place in the siok-room, making
oase, He says we are not to force her to|my arrangements for the night so quietly
take more nourishment than she feels inclin- | that aunt illa never wakes out of her doze
od for—her pulse is quite strong and she|to inquire who is in charge. She lies in
has no dangerous symptoms.” the same way, half asleep, half, I think, in

"1 wish Doctor Murray would come |a kind of stupor, for the greater part of the
back ! If they let her strength run down, [ night—I am not sure that she recognizes me
she is lost.” wﬁau 1 rouse her to give the neccessary

“ There scems to be no danger of that.,” |nourishment and medicine. At two o'clock

‘“ How is Lealie !" Hugh ocomes in, and wants me to rest on

“ Oh, Leslie is very well " the sofa ; but I do not feel sleepy. He re-

"l nimll be over at nine, tell her, to take | maina sitting with me at the fire, not talk-
the first part of the night.” ' ing much, bub leaning his elbow on the arm

o,

Ve She is going on verf well,”

“Iam so glad! Did you find Doctor
Murray at home?! 1 suppose you did at
that hour in the morning?

““ Dootor Murray never came home at all.
But I sent for Neabitt as soon as I got back
to (rayacre”—he never calls it ‘‘ home"—
““and he came over at ten,”

“ Nesbitt1” I repeat, my countenance

|
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of the chair farthest from me and watching
me gravely with the old intent look in his
eyes. Hugh has changed greatly during
the last few weeks, I think, He never
goes about now in the old careless happy
way which had made his presence such a
boon to us at Grayacre in the beginning of
the year.

At four o'clock I go to call Leslie. It is
broad daylight ; the early morning sunshine
streams into the pretty eld-fashioned room
when I open the shuiters, falling full on
the child’s white forehead and long eye:
lashes, 1 cannot help thinking how tair
she looks in her white nest, with ome hand
under her dimpled cheek and all her bright
hair spread out on the pillow, It seems a
pity to wake her, her sleep is so sweet and
go profound, and I oould not sleep even if
she took my place with Aunt Wills, Sol
leave her to her dreams a little longer,
smiling to see how she has hung Hugh's
photograph where she can see it last thing
at night and the firet in the morning, on the
blue wainscot at the foot of her bed.

I have just finished my solitary tea. My
little maid has cleared awsy the tea-things
and gone out to spend an hour with her
mother, who lives iu the village, I am sit-
ting in a little low basket-chair in the win-
dow, resting myself and thinking, my hands
olasp:d idly in the lap of my white apron.
Up-stairs in the women’s ward I can hear
the nurse moving about; but most of the
children are asleep, and the house ia very
quiet. Tke long evening is before me, to do
with as I like, for I do not sit up with aunt
Wills to-night. I can read, or sew, or write
letters, or lean my head back on my cushions
and think, as I am dving now.

¢ A life of independence is a fine thing ;
but it is very lonery.” 1t must have been a
woman who wrote the pathetic words. 1
am independent—I am able to earn m
bread as a man might earn it, witn hard
honest work, But I feel lonely to-night.
Other women are in their fathers' or their
husband’ houses, surrounded ry sisters or
children, dep.ndent perhaps, but hedged
round and encompassed by all the sweet tics
and companionships of home. 1 am alone,
and likely to be alone for the remainder of
my life, unless—— But, as once before,
my thoughte refused to go farther than that
*“ unless.”

My buok lies on the table at my elbow,
but 1 do not care to read. I feel sad, and
yet I ought to feel nothing but gladness at
the good turn aunt Wills's illness has taken.
Hugn rode over to tell me of it in the after-
noon, and I can picture how he and Leslie
are rejoicirg over her ; he had seemed in
such good spirite, talking to me from his
horse 8 back as 1 stood in the garden—he
was riding one of the young horses, and
could not tie him, like Meerschaum, to the

ate.

it I suppose he will be off to Canada now,”
I said to myself as 1 watched him ride away
up the sunny, dusty road. But I know his
gladness is tor hig mother’s sake—Hugh was
always strongly attached to his mother.
and I ought to be glad too. I amglad, If
I envy Leslie Creed, it is not with any bit-
ter envy—it is only that I wonder why I
was destined to live and die alone, I sup-.
pose it was not my fate to be the centre o
any sweet home-circle ;' and, after all, I
have my sick folk to attend to, and their
love and gratitude to keep my heart warm,
And the world was made for the young.
Some words I read in the book on the table
come back to me like a refrain. *‘ A wo-
man may be an angel, but she can never be
a girl again ;" and, though it is surely best
to be an angel, the thought fills me with a
half patheuc pain, Will the angel be as
glad as the girl has been sorry ? Will the
angel's bliss make up for the pain of the
mortal ? Will it even remember its identa-
ty with the poor passionate bedy which,
much as it may have erred and suffered, is
all that we know of ourselves! Never a
girl again! Never a girl like Leslie,
with her bright head and her sweet eyes
and her fresh glad voice! Never a girl for
whom lovers will pine—never a girl to tuke
delight in robing myself in the eilks and
satins and jewels whioch suit so well the
amooth peach-like skin, the glad eyes, the
dimpled shoulders! Iam not sc very old
—only four-and-twenty. But I have never
felt young since Laurie died. And I have
always had so much responsibility. 1 think
it is that which makes me feel 0 old.

The summer gloaming falls softly while I
ait here, thinking, in my serge gown and
linen collar and trim white cap amd apron.
They hate the nurse’s dress at Grayacre,
but I think it is becoming to me, and I am
piuturin&mthn heppy party in my aunt's
room—Leslie in some pretty aress or othor,
sitting on the foot of the bed probably,
chattering in her swubteﬁirlhh voice, Hugh

in the great old chair de her, grave and
glad, sunt Wills propped up on her pillows
looking at her ‘‘children” with loving,

languid eyes—when Hugh him:elf pushes
open the little gate and comes walking up
the garden besween the low box border and
the sweetbriar hedge.

The instant I see him 1 feel a misgiving ;
but them [ reassure myself with the thonght
that if there were any danger he would
never have come away.

“ Hugh,” 1 exclaim, as he walks into the
room, sitting atill from very eagerness,
* how isaunt Wills "

¢t She is gone 1" he anawers hoarsely, and,
throwing himself upon the floor beside me,
buries face in my lap and bursta into a
passion of choking sobs.

1t is terrible to see a strong man cry. My
own heart is wrung, but I am so sorry for
him that I can shed no tears for myself, I

can uq'liy hope that the very violence of his
rief will wear it out, for, if not, it will kill
im ; it seems to me as if the agony isas

much greater than any agony a weaker per-
son could endure as his strength is greater
than theirs, But he conquers it at last,

““ Hugh,” 1 n{ tenderly touching the orisp
close locks which cover but do not hide the
shapely outline of the prone dark head,
‘t Jear Hugh, try to remember that all her
suffering is over—that nothing that could be
done was left undone—that you were with
her, caring for her, to the last.”

He raises his head, and even in the dim
twilight I can see how is face is discorted ;
the few burning [tears a man sheds have
seared hischeeks,

““ She was all 1 had in the world."

““You were a good son, Hugh,”

“11 Iwas aselfish brute—I thought of
nothing but my own troubles 1"

** You have no need to reproach yourself,
You were the joy of her life.”

(TO PR CONTINUED).
o

(iood resolutions should not be too good
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CHINIQUY'S FIFTY YEARS.

In the Church of Rome—10th edition—cheaper In
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tnisVivio, Fascixanise snd Traeie book, Liberal
terms. ADDRBEss, A, G, WATSON, TorONTO WILLARD
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$1,000 CHALLENGE.

IH all New York plrﬂh Wyckoll, Beamans & Bene-
dict challenge all writing machines to a tess ol
speed with the Remington Standard Type-
writer, For particulars npﬁlﬁ to

INGOUGH,

GEU, b
Canadlan Agent. 80 King 8. E., Toronto,
'I. ma’ ﬂ Jas.

W.CRAHAM
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On receipt of §16.00, 1 will express to any addrees,
an English made double barrel breach-loading ehot-

gun, with cover and tools complete. : MERG“A“TS ...

W. McDOWALL, 61 King street East, Toronto,

EF SCIATICA.—AD effectual remedy invented

and pulfarud by 8. J, Lancaster, tor Sciatica,
Inflammatory Kheumatism, Neuralgia, Goutand Lum-
bago, who wae cured himelf by it atter being three
years on crutehes. The remedy wili be expressed to
any part of Uanada to any person suffering the above
complaints who oraer it, bend fur ciroulars, Price
of § vz botties, Laaunent §1.00, Pills 25¢, B.J, LAN»
UARTEK, Pewrolia, Onut.
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B. Gillett, 523 Main Street, Winnipeg, whe
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interest repayable exsher inone sumor by iastalments
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charge. Assistance given to bona fide sett.
lers who may buy farms from him, Money
1t at low rates of interest on personal prop-

erty, to assist such settlers to start farming.
J. HERBERT MASON, Managing Director, wp
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E[llﬂt:*ﬂhﬂhﬂn..hi.lnhn ﬂ.]‘."ﬂ'ln. :
son & Co., B John H.E;hﬂm.g
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W‘ —
a’ er AUGERS, bore 20 feet | puom _ PR
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team Power, Bend for Catalogue.
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nd the
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FalA
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cart 8t., cured of Liver Com aint and B -
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PLATES AS IN IRONMILL

TAILORS' SQUARE. T )
Batisfaction ranteed to teach ladies the T A a

tull art¢ of outting all garments worn b T

ladies and children. FROF SBMITH, m‘
Queen 8% W., Toronto. Agents wanted.

NEW & SECOND-HAND vNES |
ILLUSTRATED MACH'NERY' ; | _ .

'ICATALOGUE
HW-PETRIE,

|

* FREE -
| BRANTFORD.CANADA.

Nervous Debility.

DR. GRAY'S Specific has been used for the
fitteen years, with greal succees, in the treatmen of
Nervous Debility, and all diseases asising from ex-

oesses, over-worked brain, loes of vitality, ringing In
the sars, pd%ouﬁun.m.' For sale by all dru;:-ﬂu.
Price $1 per box, or 6 boxes for $5, or will be sent by
madl on receipt of price, Pamphlet on application.

W™Ey
THE GRAY MEDICINE CO., Toronto. « E.W. Co-Brantroro. ¢

BARNUM WIRE and IRON WORKS,

WINDSOR, ONT.

We are offering special in.
R OF oF 9P 9P 9| ducements to purchasers of Iron
] Hﬁ Fence for delivery this fall.

it‘:*!iiﬁ:“i ]’1 |||| i‘iii‘ii“l“i ' We Guarantee the Best and
Al _!!E!!Lléj_ ALRANA _| Cheapest Fences made in the

v s Efﬂ -m:-- e Dominion.
IRON FENCES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. b (Send for Catalogue.
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FARMERS & THRESHERS,

USE ONIYOUR MACHINERY ONLY THE WELL-KNOWN

PeerlessO1l

NINE COLDIMEDALS s & aa A B o sonr wivoms o Hors powire " -8
. Mannfsctured s QUEEN OITY OILIWORKS by

. T

—just good enongh to keep.

SAMUEL ROGERS & CO. TORONTO,

Information cheerfully furnished without




