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Editorial Notes.

A RECENT article in the Montreal
Trade Bulletin, which we publish in
another column. deals with the question
of the duty on coal oil, a matter in
which every class in the community is
interested. A good deal has been said
about the injustice of this tax, and it
must be admitted not without reason,

statistics, which 1n view of the common

" THE WATCHMAN, L

and strongest financial firms of Eng-

land

SPEAKING of the
Prohibition, the Dakota Farmer says :

results under

drink bill of the two Dakotas dropped
off seventy per cent, the very first year,
and has been growing materially less
ever since, and no one bhas been made
the pocrer thereby but the saloon-
keepers, brewers, and distillers.” Turn-
ing from the changed condition of
affairs for the better in the Dakotas, it
is worih noting that Kansas under
prohibition has but one penitentiary
and nine hundred and ninety-six
prisoners ; whilst Texas with saloons,
and one hundred thousand less people
than Kansas, has two penitentiaries
and three thousand convicts. Under
local option, the prohibition town of
Pullman, in Illinois, with its eleven
thousand population employs but two
constables, In the state of Maine of
661,000 population 146,666 have $50,-
278,452 deposited in the savings banks
showing that prohibition has not
ruined business in that state.

THE press of Scotland has protested
strongly against the recent action of
the Brilish Board of Agriculture in

strong proofs in support of its position,

returned with a verdiet of Lulty Against |

Welton the jury said they could not agree.
The judge remanded the pri oners to jail,
and adjourved the court to consider the
question of bail for the reverend prisoner,
it was pointed ouc at the trial, and very |

properly, that these foreign companies L e d ’
Leading

4

had not made the deposit required by

had $2,000 on Reid’s life, and that the
Mutual Reserve Life Company had
$5,000. The case against the Weltons
and Randal was worked up with much
perseverance by L. V. Beebe of the
Union Mutual. Punishment should
follow such a flagrant case of conspiracy
and fraud.—Monetury Times.

The Duty on Coal Oil.

The question of the duty on coal oil
13 being discussed in a pretty lively way
and not withont reason. The plea for the
duty of course, is that it protects the re.
finers here, but this is not strictly aceup-
ate. The consumption of Canada is aboyt
& million barrels annually while the pro-
duction is only about three quarters of a
million. And at present it seems impossi-
ble to increase the production, although
the Petrolia district is being bored as
thickly as possible by men who are malk.
ing handsome fortunes, not out of manuyf.
acturing or refining it, but simply by
pumping it out of the ground. Wells
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have been boared in other localities and
the prospects have been greatly puffed up,
but so far there has been no success. It
therefore appears as if it must be admit-
ted that Canada is not a producer of
petroleum and and must be content to
import it. But here the duty steps mn on
the crude oil, and imposes a duty of 6
cents per wine gallon on oil which costs i
cent per gallon at the wells, which is at
the rate of 1,200 per cen*., besides a duty

duty on the barrel and the 30 cents Inspec-
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