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SINGLE TAX COLUMN.

THE TWO SIDES PRESENTED.
Rev. S. S. Craig

and Rev. Prof. Clark.

reform convention an interesting
debate took place between Rev. Prof.
Clark of Trinity College and Rev. S.
S. Craig, Presbyterian pastor of Oak-
ville, on “The moral aspect of the land
question.”

Pressure on the space at the disposal
of The Globe prevented an extended
report of the debate appearing at the
tiune, but a summary of the arguments
presented on the subject are now
printed. Mr. Craig, a believer in the
doctrine of single tax, presented his
case first. Following is an outline of
his argument:—I wish, he said, to
confine my remarks to one point,mainly,

There are no more intelligent and sub
missive slaves in the world
Englishmen.

pensate them in the future life.

THE SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENT.

use of the land were carefully guarded.
Num. xxvii., 1-7.

the relation which men sustain to the| (2) So were the right of the family.

Num. xxvii., S-11.
() So were the rights of the tribe,
Num. xxxvi., 5-13.
It is.quite evident from a study of Lev.

land. Negatively, this relation may be
stated thus: No man has a moral
right to claim private property in land.
Positively, every man has an equal
moral right with every other man to
theuse of land. T will endeavor to
prove this to be the only tenable
position on the land question, The
seriousness of this problem arises from
the fact that those who own the land
have the legal power of compelling the
landless to gi\‘l' them a ii\'ing. A
man-made law which enables one class
of men to perpetuallv and systematic-
ally plunder their fellows, while the
latter are perfectly defenceless, eannot
be otuerwise than conirary to right
reason, to natural justice and to the

right of property in the land.

obliged to sell his right, what he actually
sold was not his richt in the land, but his
right to the use of the land, till the year
of jubilee. Lev. xxv., 14-16.
(2) The Lord commanded that the land
shouid not be sold for ever. Man literal-
ly rendered it would be, the land shall
zot be sold in fee-simple. Lev. xxv., 23.
() The Almighty claimed that He,
Himself, was the only and the absolute
owner of the land. Lev. xxv., 23. But
it will be replied that this is gcing back
to Judaism with which we have nothing

moral government of God. T wish to] ;4 go. Judaism is a much abused scape-
found my argument on a theistie basis. goat. Surely the 3th commandment is

still in force. If the mora! law favors
private property in land it favors theft.
The teachmg of .Jesus Christ confirms
that of the Old Testament on the land
question.

(1) I believe in the existence of God
and'In the perfection of His nature
and of His moral covernment.

(2) 1 believe he created all that
exists—sin and its fruits excepted:and |
that He is in no way responsible for
the selfishness of men, nor for the evils
of society.

(9) 1 believe that when He placed
man on the earth He perfectly
co-related the one to the other. Man’s
power to “subdue the earth,” to develop
and utilize its are a}JL':.:u'q;-uf_
On the other hand, the suitableness of
the earth and ijts potencies to the de-
velopment of man (on his physical side)
1s just asapparent. Pertect correspon-
dence between the God-crentad  jpan

PROF. CLARK'S REPLY.

Professor Clark replying to Mr. Craig,
sald that the previous speaker had com-
plained of not being aware of the line
which he would take. The fact was that
he had no line in particular. He accepted
the present order of things as one which,
although not prefectly satisfactory, yet
I.n wWwers

bound to say that so far, he had heard no
good argument for the sweeping changes
preposed by the advocates of the single
tax, He was himself under the disadvan-
: : taze of not havine known the precise line
S the _'”'"!"""*'”7"'“ environment is|which the previous speaker would take,
pertect life. Private property in land ;but he would do his best to follow him.
—the basis of physical life—renders Taking b1s main propositions, he began
such correspondence impossible on the | with the !]r::_al:—-th_at no man has a moral
part of the landless, and is clearly o [¥icht to claim EEEFake P‘:”P‘}lnf 'n land
violation of the law, that is. the purnose H*r:ru was a very equivocal statement.
: y : s PUrPOSE | What was meant by private property in
S rl'_m Ureator. The fundamental | land? In the full sense of those words
Friociple that no man has a right to|no such thing existed. The State had
private property in land and that all s never allowed anyone to possess land
men have an equal moral richt to the ' except under conditions. All landowners,
use of land is supported and demon- | 80-called, were tenants of the Crown,
: 5 : | and were heavily taxed for the purposes

strated by the truth of economics of :
- = 7 =y : of Government—some taxes falling upon
smzuf{ar_{}, | 'II'll;I‘H;lIi'-.‘, and of theologv

(2) By enclosure of commons,
8,000,000 acres, by special class legis-
lation, being closed between the years
1710 and 1843. This enclosure of
commons, this legalized theft, and the
At the recent meeing of the tax{double object of enlarging the estate
of the landlord and securing him free
from cost all the slaves he desired.

than
But, of course, they are
not sufficiently intelligent to own land,
or to be otherwise than servants, and,
even if they do not get exact justice
here, the Lord will abundantly com-
So
say tue landlords, and current theology
applauds the wisdom of the utterance.

(1) The rights of the individual in the

xxv chapter, that the Lord never gave
people iudividually or collectively any

(1) When a man through need was

. : =7+ | them directly and many more mdirectly.
TlLe failure to view a land ion | ; -

from all of these four sides has led to
confusion and error in all of these
sciences,

Any other position than this—the
equal right of all to the use of land—
1s necessarily atheistic, and can only be
supported by atheistical arguments.

THE SINGLE TAX CORNER-STONE.

This equal right of all to the use of
land is the corner-stone of the single
tax theory.
this principle he must also admit its
corollaries. It he denies it, he is under
the necessity not only of rejecting it,
but of finding another basis for indi.
vidul rights. Man's right to the use
of land and to life are one. He may
choose either of the two positions. First,
that one man has a right to the owner-
ship of land: that this right is vested in
govermment. This would seeyre
equality of right, but on an atheistic
basis.  Besides, (1) How can the
government be possessed of propert ies,
powers and rights of which the unitis
of society aredestitute? Even if it be
admitted that the eovernment is
possessed of certain rights kased on
conquest, still these neohts are only
legal and most square with the mops]
law  God and nature are against a
legal right which involves a moral
wrong, and so is man when true to God
and to nature. (3} Tf nere physical
force (conquest) «ives moral rwig'htps::.
why should the landless consent to the
perpetuations of their enslavement
when they have the power to reverse
conditions? Does not the denial of
mdividual right lead to socialism
{properly socalled), to communism and
to aparchy ?

Second, that some men have a richt
to the ownership and use of the earth.
Who are they ! They are those now
in possession and those who have the
money-power to purchase the right of
the present owners. This absurd
position must be defended by all who
adhere to our present Iniquitous system
of land tenure. But it is not sufficient
to admit that those now in possession
of the land have a right to it. The
moral title must he “searched,” not ip
the courts of men, but in the cou rts of
God.

How did the ancestors of existing
British landlords get their land ? (1) By
grant from the reigning sovereign. By
what right had he or she to take the

land of the many and give it to the

If Prof. Clark will admit !

question | How far this should be extended was

 simply a question of expediency.

‘ The second principle asserted was the
| following: That every man has an equal
- moral right with every other man to the
‘use of land, This astonishing statement
was repeated in a variety of forms, but
there was not a tittle of proof given of
its validity. Scripture was quoted, but it
was perfectly well-known that property
in land was recognized both in the Old
' Testament and in the New. The case of
Annanias and Sapphira made that most
| clear.

But the previous speaker had said a
good deal about the divine ordering of
the world, and that God had appointed
mankind universally to subdue and
possess the world. But supposing a
number of the members of the human
family should refuse to do their share of
the work of subduing the earth, were
they then to share equally with the men

the proposition that every mar had an
equal moral right with every other man
to the use of land? But, if on the
contrary, it was said that those who had
been standing idle might equally enter in
and take possession, this would be intro-
ducing peculiar ideas of justice with
human affairs. Suppose, for example, a
thousand men should land upon an unoe
cupied island and subdue it and cultivate
it and make it fruitful, should we say that
ten thousand squatters, who had don3
nothing towards the reclaiming of the
land, might settle upon it and elaim equal
rights with those who had done the work?
Such a conclusion would bardly commend
itself to the common conscience of man-
kind.
THE VALUE OF CULTIVATION.

But it was said that land might be
taken from its owners because they had
no right to possess it., Did thiz inean
that they had no right to make it valaable?
It would be of wo value without their
labor. Had they no right to labor upon
it to give it worth? Professor Goldwin
Smith bad truly remarked that an arce of
heath or of uncultivated Jand was of no
more value than an acre of the sea; and a
great deal of the land of this Province
had cost its cultivators and owners as
much in labor and money as it was worth
—as it would fetch, if it were now sold.

This single tax scheme was very much
the same as the nationalization of the
land. This was denied by the single
taxers; but every argument employed in
its defence was equally applicable to the
other theory. It would not at least be
denied that it would immensely reduce
the value of the land; so that the land.
owners would be greatly burdened, while
the millionaires, who derived their wealth
from wanofactures and  merchandise,
would be exempted from the payment of
taxes, which they could afford quite as
well as the landowners. And so it wounld '

who subdued it ? If not, what became of |
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THE RUSH TO BIG CITIES.

business, for then they would have to
pay just as high taxes on their nnim-

similarly located land with its improve-

*“The low taxes paid now on the un-
used enables land speculators to hang
on to it for high prices, butunder the

land, especially in or near the great
cities would be far higher; consequent -
ly the speculators would be eager to

be much easier for people to have

value of land, irrespective of improve-
ments, were takeu by taxation, as the

then the selling value of land would
dissappear everywhere or be trifling,
and people could then far easier make
a living on their own account instead

fellows in the great cities. The rush
would again turn the other way, viz.,
from city to country, and instead of

ment houses we would have far more
smaller factories and
homes of their own ”

The Jewelry Auction Fakirs.

The city papers report that a large
number o the visitors to the Fair were
duped in the “fake” '
The city zuthorities have often enough

‘luimw well the character of the average
itinerant vendor of

given an opportunity of

chases from reliable firms bad not

thrust in their way.

vertisement for Toronto to send visi-
the burning conscious-

come to pass that if two men, by their
industry, saved a sum of money, and one
in land and the
other in machinery and the like, nearly
the whole burden of government would
be imposed upon the former and very
Such a state of
things might commend itself to single
taxers; but to ordiniry men it would
scem unfair, unjust, robbery

And what reason had they to suppose
- that such a scheme, even if carried out,
would so greatly benefit the poorer classes
of the people? It was one of the wildest
dreams that we could remove poverty and
distress from mankind by any economic
measures. Doubtless changes might be
made which would improve the conditions
of living. Such changes bad been made
and were being made.
changes were likely to be beneficial.
Revolutions had never done much good,
and for a long time had generally broueht
It was by
industry and temperance that poverty

SAVID

latter.

to peoples.

ere to be removed.
rest in this question .

de felt that men were b

deluded by false hopes; and, when the .
falseness was discovered, they would be
plunged into greater hopelessness than
ever; and, moreover, they were thus led
to neglect measures which might be taken
successfully for the relief of the poor and
one
It was simply shameful that
no legal provision should be made for the
housing of the sick, the infirm and the

He would give

old woman, unable to

maintain herself, appealed for help to the
magistrate and prayed that she might not

n; but there was no other
A young man seized witl

a puimonary disease, having no relations

Talk of |

died in prison.
Surely & man

—_—na

Single Taxer Tells How He Thinks || prisonment in

Can Ee Ayerted.
itter, of East Wayne
street, Lima, Ohio, writes as follows to | previously escaped from one of the Vir- 1

“Yon say ik ]‘_‘f'r.'l‘ulll:!:::”u“ Jails, where he had been imprison-
to the rush from country to city that
the advantages of city life have no |

t. It would be well for

to earn their iiving by |

bear the wholesome

was c:nable of bE‘ill'.I ﬂme]nlu{i‘ and ngi]t truth Eﬂlltﬂ.?llﬂd iﬂ.; Youar statement
not te be reveluticnized, and he was| better in mind, for

it 15 easily observ-
the country or smaller

towns offers a great deal better exist-
ence to workingmen than in the great

be a reason for this fact

and the question arises; Why should
the masses of the people wio earn!
tieir daily bread as workingmen and !

e worse olf in the great
he country and smaller

Th=1r is no great differencé®in

clothing cost about the

There is one thing, however, |and aggressive mauner,
that costs a great deal more in thqe|
large cities, and that is land.
Furchase price of a lot is so high in the | *ame to me; I've got no fault to find.

The

next to impossible for

many ever to own a home uf their own | man!’" exclaimed the engineer angrilv, pre-
and co they keep on paying rent all

“And this rent 1s so high that it
takes a very considerable part of their |
that there is not land |
enough for people to build their own
howe on, but it is largely in the hands
of land speculators who want to reap a
harvest from the increase of its value.
The high taxes on their unimproved

the land speculator’s

other people pay for

{aXcs on unimproved

land and would sell it
eaper. It would then

own. If the full rent

Id do if fully applied,
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“Don” in Saturday Night.

IS THIS THE BOLD TRAIN EORBEBER ©

| Thug, supposed to Be the
' Ringleader.

Washington,

reas: .

robbery at Aguia Creek, Va.. on
nitht has been identified.

railroad engineer, and a man who
been associated with many
i robbery and bloodshed,
Carter is about 31 vears old, 5
10 1-2 inches hizh, weizhs a little

the man who fired the shot throush the
door at the exXpress messenrer and sub-
sequently threw the stick of
which shattered the sides of Adams’ ex-
| press car and made the robbery easy.
Carter is desceribed as a man of dark com-
plexion, with hizh cheek boues, brown
hair, deep set eyes, large ears and a
sharp and angular face, with two moles
on the left eheek and one on the under
lid of his, rizht eYe. In addition thereto,
the thumb anad index finzer of his rirrht
band have been shot off in one of his
| many desperate deeds. Carter was sen-
| tenced to a seven-years term of  im-
BinZ Sing in 1893  for
robbinz the house of the superintendent
of Blackwell's [sland,

He escaped from Sing Sine as he had

‘ed, awaiting a trial for burglary, In-
dictments are also pending against him
in other parts of Virginia and Penpsyl-
| vania. The supposition is that he has
s associnted with himself someone familiar
with the manipulation of matters in the
v Adams' express car. His own experience
s a railroad engineer enabled him to

do the rest with the assigtance of three |

i or four men,

|
II The Earl Was Cool.

| Tho Marquise de Fontenov tells in her

Eurcopean gossip a story of the Earl of
| Rosse, wiyy i= a mechanical enrinear of no
mean order. It seems that the other day he
'entered the engine room of a large manu-
factory and gazed in a rather careloss man-
-nar at the workine of the machinery. Sud-
denly he was seen to shake his head, pull
. his watch out, and to look first at tha
 engine and then at the ‘timeplece. The en-
| gineer's attention had Leen attracted by
 this somewhat odd behavior of the stran-
cger, and he apostrophize! “'m in & rude
with a *Well,
what's up now; what is it that you'vo pot
to find fault with, anvhow?"

! “Oh,” replied Lord Rosse, “it’s all the
I'm
| Just waiting till the boiler explodes.” i

“The boiler explodes! Why, vou are crazy,

—

Jparing'. to turn the peer out as a dan-
perous crank.
l “Well.”" retorted the earl, *“if vou work
| ten minutes longer with that loose screw
there the boiler will certainly explode.”
The engineert gazing in the direction in-
dicated by Lord Rosse, paled and jumped
to atop the engine.
“Why the devil didn’t
socner?” he blurted out.
“Why should I? I have never vet had the
opportunity of seeing a boiler explode.”

you say so

REomance No More in Farmine,

The cutting of a field of grain to-day
presenta a very differont spectacle from
what it did then. They are not yet reen on
every farm, but they are sufficiently numer-
«us to be looked upon as the now récogs-
nized instruments of the first process of
harvest — “American reapers and bindors"
have usurped the plices of men and woman.
But a faw years ago n harvest fisld was
a scene of animated human happiness: it is
now little better than a dull, uninteresting
spectacle of. the latest mechanieal applinn-
ces. “Tha Reaper and Binder" ia drarred
faw
houre the grain has been cut, formed into
sheaves, bound, and left in the most formal
of rows without human hand ever having
touched it. No wonder the people are leav-
ing the rural hamlets and villages; they
are not needed. Formerly, all hands, those
of young as well as those of the old, were
needed most in time of harvest: in a vear
or two they will everywhere be then requir-
el least. It ia pleasant, amid all this want
of life, to recall how in the poem the sol-
dier on duty in a far distant land in the
slumbare of the night dreamed that return-
Ing home, he had reached his ancestral pro-
perty and among the pleasant things that
greated his ears were these:

“1 heard my own mountain
aloft,
I knew the sweet strains that tha corn reap-
« @rs sung.”

Henceforth these sweet strains will be heard
only in dreams even by those who remain
at home. Will poetry even in the finest
harvest weather ever pgather around
“American Binder"!-—-Newcastle Chronicle,

goats bleating

_ Signaling at Sen.

The British government is testing a
new plan for signalling at sea. It con-
sists merely of an ordinary gong fasten-
ed to the bow of the ship below the
water line. This acts as a transmitter
and_ the receivers are gongs of exactlf
similar tone and rate of vibration, one
on each side of the ship below the water
line. The receiving gong will take up
and reproduce the sound of the sendin
gong trom a long" distance. Signals al.
ready have been clearly transmitted
ten miles.

Keep Bees in a Dry FPlaco,

Beehives should be kept in a dr 1
and where the temperature gﬁ aﬁg
even. Cold does not kill bees as quick-
Iy aswill dampness. They create a
large proportion of animal heat in the

There
are enough side shows and extra fees
on the Exhibition grounds to eat up
the surplus of the average visitor, with-
out permitting fakirs to waylay the
people on the business streets with
make-believe auctions and cunningly-
devised schemes for selling trashy stuff
genuine article.
] Whoever is responsible for having per-
mitted this condition of things during
the Fair shoud at once be called down
and such things suppressed in the
It 1s not only an outrage on
the visitors, but it damages the busi-
ness of all legitimate conzerns and
casts discredit on the whole city.—

G:eorge Carter, Ex-Convict and All-Eound

Oct. 15.—Thers is every
to suppose that the icader of the
tigang which perpetrated the bold train
Friday
He i8 Georgze
Carter, a former resident of the neizh-
borhood, aun ex-convict of SinZ Sing, a
has
scenes of

feet

over
160 pounds, and in all respects resembles

dynamite

TRUE ECONOMY>

lies 1n bU}’iﬂg gﬂﬂd things, Gﬂﬂd thiﬂgS need
ever, that stands between possibility and
There are certain prices below which no 20
can be bought. Those prices are ours,
get less. No use dodging a fact,
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PARLOR SUITES......$30 00

. CENTRE TABJ kg
BEDROOM SUITES.... 10 0o £ P
SIDEBOARDS. . ........ 600 DSTE‘ADS““*-M-..;
EXTENSION TABLES.. 5 00[6 CHAIRS,.,
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And a large assortment of PLUSH AND
which will be sold at PFiCES 2way dU‘.‘CI‘]_
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«{W. G. W0O:

LEADER IN SUMMER GOODS.

e,

sce THE OXFORD OIL GAS STOV

4 Sizes, can be used in every house,

THE OXFORD GAS RANg

.

from 73 cents to

$20, each. Gas mains extended f
charge to consumers, . .

LAWN MOWERS IN SEVERAL VAR
PRICES DOWN, FRUIT TREE SPRAYERS
REFRIGERATORS, ETC,

priced. There’s a certain hard wall of facts anq § 110t e,
i
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Great Fall Show at Bobcaygzeon.

o Verulam Agricultural Society is |
 commended upon their energy and’ Ton
e in having the most successful 9 4
E‘,EI. held under its auspices. It was E
way a pronounced success. The |
" 3 of directors realized early last year| -

t if the home of the good and T;]tli;‘:‘:;:
gil-'u] (Bobca}~g_eun} Wis  ever h":':}-]u”

ome famous as 1 f:_iir centre they mus; | Robe
' reater efforts in the way .7/
forth g  in &
m,;ad gﬂjundﬁ and secure Bregtes
. ons than had yet been at*gpe- St ! Diave
arrival at this conclusio-  -°% | Hj
» was to secure addi~® -+ M I;r&:l:l mi€nid
suitable tracl- A L ITLOLY, § e
Eaaud ﬂnﬂlr ke fﬂr 1..:.‘.“;]:1.]]-:".:]'-'51 ],l'!]r- |
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_sse the same with a hich | He L
3. This work was all aczom- Th
e, early in the sprinz. The prize s
had been added to, and affairs in'frﬂ.é__
necti(}l] with the ELIEE*;TE,‘ were continu- | super
- beomed and the result which is hizhly | the ¥
ditsble to the directorate as well as [y )
y efficient secretary, Mr. W. J. Read. |y~
0 state that .'.-"lII'. I'}-UTI.I Eul‘:_lﬂ.ﬁi-:u{i him- | HEI'E]
g at this fair is putting it mildly indeed, | Thos
d in fﬂfﬂiﬂhiﬂ? an at L_r:-u:tiun S0 113- I H"J\:
ctive, and at the same time in keeping | =
ih the general 1deaof a fair, etands |
svalled, even by the great industrial.
st on the list, within a stout enclosure, | MeK
e the majesti-:: buffalo ijlll], };EEJH!EHII_ 1':;;1"1
is is a noble looking representative of | I"a.i:?-i;
t disappearing breed, weighing fully i Sl
p0 pounds, and with just E_-uﬁi:‘[tui 5
aper nﬂt'tr.l l:!ecﬂme;s “B'{ma[_ud pet” | avhib
== animal 18 being crossed with the i
jve cows, and it is an experiment that "

ny farmers are taking a great interest
It is stated that the beef procured |
m this croas is far superior to that of
p pume-bred cattle.
; a fine herd of nine head of recently
norted West Hirhland cattle, the first
as ever bean our good fortune to see.

r are certainly an oddity in their line,

S

i e
fur-.u

Dirs
: | with
Adjoining this pen |
Far
bairn:
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Falls:

mtain cattle. At the same time it 15|
; ¥ lik{-ﬂ}' that thE}' would win a warm
»e in the esteem of our naoted hroodors,
t to these come the grand Polled
g8 cows and two very fine calves.
ww are certainly beautiful animals and
ad to catch the public fancy even
3obcaygeon, where they have heu:mn_re
ewhat naturalized. Then followed in
ate pens a pair of Mexican E}n*rr::_ 5,
wn as the Rocky Mountain nizhtin-
- a Persian ram and

.-.' T : .I
elty to sheep men, with their larce

Car
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LwWo ewes, a

mard dog. The exhibit was unques-
ably the greatest attraction it has
been our goud fortune to witness at
jr, and we trust that thedirectorate of

r-
i

- Steelel

ive every evidence of being a hardy | 71, rct
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haunches, a pair of white Angora' Durh
s and thoen came the children's | Bull cs
]‘1‘: in the way of a bu:xu:‘ifui cream | and cal
tland pony and a magnificent St Polle
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own central fair will leave no stone Junkin.
irned to induce Mr. Boyd to send the| Heref
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