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THE WATCHMAN, LINDSAY, THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 1892.
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“Gentlemen,” he said, swallowing his

ssion, and assuming a yielding expression,
““The heat of my disappointment has some-
what ruffled me, but I am not blind to our
solemn obligations. Place yourselves in
my position, and yon may judge something
of the feelings 1 must have experiencec
when I first knew that he who had over-
come my son was an outcast from the city.
Bat it is past. Forgive me if I have been
intemperate. Sir knight,” he added, ex-
tending his hand to Vendorme, “I greet
thee as the true victor of the day. Wear
thy prize, and see to it that you walk
worthy of the high honor that has been con-
ferred upon you. As a knight of the silver
cross 1 bid thee welcome to our city. Now
let the trumpet sound, and then we'll away
te the banquet; and after that the minor

rts shall succeed.”

There was a blest from the heralds, and
another shout; and soon afterward the
cavalcade of knights, led by Hugh de Castro,
started for the ducal palace. The great
banqueting kall was thrown open, and
Manford took his place at the head of the
table, npon an elevated dais, and by his
side sat Orlando Vendorme. The wyouth
would not have been there if he could have
avoided it; but, as victor of the day, by the
laws of chivalry, he was obliged to sit at
the commemorative feast. There were

knights and gentlemen present from all sec- )

tions of Lombardy; Fat there were no ladies, |
The princess who should have ocenpied the
seat upon the right of the duke, was absent
from indisposition, so that place was given
to the Count of Modena.

But where were the knichts of Saxonv?
The duke looked for them in vain. L

“T]:l!:'\' conld not remain,” said Alfonso.
“They are on their way to the north, and
have but little time on their hands, ™

““Never mind,” returned the duke. 1
shall not miss them. To tell the truth. I
do not fancy these Saxons. Thoy are churl-
ish fellows, and meddlesome.” =

Alfonso made no reply to this,

The feast commenced, and, as micht be
expected, Orlando Vendorme was the chief
object of remark. To him many praises were
given, and in his honor the minstrel
sang. DBut the youth was not at ease,
He had been cartied through the scenes of
the list without much trial to his nerves, but
at the duke's table he did not feel at home,
He knew that he had mamy friends pre-
sent: and he also knew that he had some
enemies. Manifred addressed him with
smooth speech, but beneath this comnlaisant
exterior there was lurking a fire of most
deadly hatred. Orlando could see it and
feel it; and he knew, too, that he was the
object of other dendly haired beside. After
candles had feen Lrought in, and the was-
sail ran high, he made an excuse to leave
the table, and when he had zained the
court he took his way towards the 1]1.1.‘::!“113

cunning work at our craft®”

““Never mind, my dear friend and bro-
ther,” said Orlando, deeply moved by this
proof of Michael's goodness; ‘““for the pre-
sent we will call the shop ours. And now, will
vou help me make the armor?’

“But do you mean to go at work—to
work at the forge?”

“Certainly. Why not?’

“You are a knight.”

““That does not make !abor dishonorable
to me.”

hesitation, he added: *‘But thereis another |
reason. There is danger in the way.”
““‘Ha—where?”

““No,” =aid Michael: and after a littleE

may set it down that the Duke of Milan has
been again thwarted. Do you understand
me?”’

““I think I do,” replied the prince, watch-
ing the shadows of evil as they played over
his father’s face.

“Then get thee to bed, and nurse thyself
carefully, so that Rosabel of Bergamo may

Ludovico arose from his chair, and moved
towards the door, but before he reached it,
he turned and gazed again upon his parent.

“My father,” he said, m a low, earnest

“Do you imagine that the duke will let
you rest in peace?”’

““Ah, my brother, vou suspect him, do
you?”

“Don’t vou, my master?”

“Well, Michael, to tell you the trauth, I
do suspect that he hates me, and that he
would not fail to crush me if 1 gave him |
opportunity; and I am not sure that I should |
:-_'.fnp here in Milan at present, were it not |
that I have promised this work. Not for|
my life would I fail to keep my word with |
Theodore of Hartburg; and you know that |
the armor he seeks cannot be made at any |
other forge. 1 do not believe that I could |
temper the fine steel in any other place.
What think you®”

““I fear it 1s even so0.”

“You know it is so.”

““At any rate, my master, I cannot dis
pute vou.”

“Then I must remain beneath this roof
for the month to come, and we will work |
lET_L:k:tllt'I‘. At the end of that time the
boy-count may come for his armor; and then,

will cook for me, and find me in c¢lean
linen.

*“*And more than that, sir,” replied the

I will keep my eves open for enemies.™

the head, ““there may be need of it. We'll
have to watch, and we'll have to be careful.
Of course, Orlando, you will not think of |
seeking further inkerview with—" :
“With whom, Michael?’ '
““Never mind, It was a foelish thnugh[_ |
[ know vou will not run yvour own neck be- |
neath the axe. |
Orlando Vendorme knew very well what |
his companion would have said; and in the |

season of silence that followed he bowed his |

head, and thonght of the pale, yet beauti-
ful face that beamed upon him when he re- |
ceived the congueror’s scarf. I
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perhaps, we shall learn something more con- |

erning  him. ink o ittle Cinthia | . . '
cerning him." I think our little Cinthia | ing any more questions, and in a little

. while after he was gone Sir Hugh de Castro

true-hearted woman. “‘I will not only cook |
|

and wash for vou, but T will watch for vou. | i
et : . everything?

“Ave,” added ‘."I-I]'.Lhiu:l, with a shake of |

from curiosity, but from a desire to fortify

| myself and to help yon at the same time.

We have spoken of Orlando Vondorme.
Do you fear him?”

“No!” cried the duke, stamping his foot
upon the tloor,

Do not understand me. I mean—would
vou fear him if you could not sweep him
from yvour path*”

“Why do you ask that question?”

““‘Because 1 have reason forit. I have
geen some things, and they have led me to
think; and they have led me to ask myself
1|1|:1':7'Lilrn.-: which I cannot answer, “Lh}' has
Altonso of Modena taken such a strange in-
terest in the onteast? What does it mean”
And who is that boyish count thatcalls him-
zelf Lord of Hartburg? Why was he here
with his train of knights? Why did he too
take such an interest in Vendorme? These
are the things that puzzle me.”

“And cthey puzzle me as well, son.
But they do not trightenme. 1 will solve
theproblem as Alexandersevered the Gordian
knot. Now go to your bed, and obey the
instructions of vour physicians,” j

Ludovico left the apartment without ask-

enterod, 2
“Good, my captain,” eried the duke. *1
have been waiting for you. Have vou left

““As quiet as I can desire, my lord,” re-
plied de Castro.  ““The streets are in order,
and the wineshops are closed.”

“Good. DBe seated, sir, and listen to
e,

Hugh de Castro had been Manfred’s com-
I]'ilI:IEHIt almost from hn}'fmml, and he was
just th: man for a tyrant’s tool, bold,
daring and unscrupulous, with just ambi-
tion t':lntt;h to fill the place he held, he
was willing to do anything to please the
man who kept him in a station of anthority
and power. Had Le been more intelligent,

| i 1t SR & ] . [ VP - | o £ F
he might have proved a dangerous friend | far off Alps was mingled with the atmos-

for his master, but he knew his own weak
points, so he did not aspire to rule,

“My captain,” said the duke, after the
knight had drunk a cup of wine, “what
think wvou of the youngster that overcame

have a husband assoon as may tbe, for the |

sponer you secure her the better may it be.” | was all fas] iioned, and ready for weaving

Orlando had been at work nearly a week
at his forge without having once left the
house. He had worked thus steady for two

' reasons.  First, he wished to get the suit of

mail done as soon 2s possible ; and, second,
he had no desire to be gazed upon by a curi-
ous multitude, and troubled with impudent
questions, from which latter cause he had
kept the house. But finally, when the steel

into the intricate network, our hero con-

| cluded to take a stroll through the city. It

was in the evening, and Michael had gone

. : : out to do some purchasing for the larder.
tone, **1 wish to ask you a question, and your |

answer may be as vou please. 1 do not |

“ Are you gommg out ¥ asked Cinthia, as
she saw Orlando buckling on his sword.

““ Yes, my sister. 1 think I have been
shut up here about long enough ; and it is
time that I had some fresh air. You won't
be lonely, will you *’

“ (), no,—it isn’t that, sir, 1 was think-
ing that you might wait until Michael came
back ; and then he could bear you com-
pany,”

“ Ah.” returned Vendorme, with a smile,
“you don’t understand my turn of mind.
I want to study and reflect ; and so I prefer
to walk alone.™

“‘But, sir,” pursued Cinthia, with evident
concern, “you don’'t understand any better
than I do. There may be danger if you
venture out alone.”

“Danger!” cred Orlando. ‘““Danger in
the streets of Milan! Pooh! il‘u[:-ns:-.irrle."

“Ah, my brother, you do not reflect.
You have enemies in Milan; and they are
high in power, too. And I think 1 hln't_:
seen sirange mel Illl‘l-:ill:_; about our house ot
late. I know I saw one last night.”

“Never mind, Cinthia. I thank you for
your kindness of thought; but I cannot hive
myself up here like a frightened criminal.
You see [ have my good sword fora com-
panion, and while thisis by me Ishall not
fear any lurking enemies. If Michael comes

| back before I do, you may tell him that I

have gone to walk by the Saveso. Keep up
a good heart, sweet sister, and don't let the
ghosts and goblins come in to disturb you.”
" Cinthia tried to smile, but the effort was
fruitless; vet she spoke cheerfully and
urged Orlando to keep his eyes open for
danger. :

As our hero left the house he cast his eyes
carefully abont him, but saw nothing to at-
tract particular attention. There were
several persons in the street, but 1they seem-
ed bent upon business of their own. The
night was clear and calin, and the stars were
out in all their glory. There had been a
northerly breeze during the latter part of
the day, so that some of the coolness of the

phere, Slowly and thoughtfully the

| youth pursued his way, and he reach-

ed the neighbordood of the eastern
river he turned to the left,
and walked towards the old {ilting-

the paling.

“They are nothing to me,” returned Mat-
teo. *‘‘Look out for yourself.”

Our hero had but a momeiit for thought,
but during that moment his thoughts com-
prehended  considerable — comprehended
enough to convince him that the men be-
hind the fence were companions of the vil-
lain before him. Matteo had not turned his
head ; he had not looked behind him ; and
vet he showed by his speech that he knew
| just what the youth had seen. How could
he have known this if he had not known
who were at hand ?

in his own mind than he was called upon to
defend himself ; for while he vet gazed to
see if the strangers were inclined to advance,
the bravo attacked him.

“ Insolent cur !” the guardsman shouted,
raising his sword, and preparing for the
| blow, ** vou have sealed your own doom.
This is the fate of those who interfere with
officers on duty !”
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CONSUMPTION

| DBut the question was no sooner answered |

Matteo was probably astonished when he

ing himself, and his next blow was given
with more care and precision. He did not
hit hiz= mark, however; and a fierce oath
escaped him. Our hero very quickly dis-
covered that his ;Llllllg(ﬂliﬁl was L mere
lout at handling the sword; though his
immense physical power gave him fatal ad-
vantages over ordinary swordsmen.

« Forbear ! eried Orlando, after the third
passage. ** I want no more of it.”

“ Ha, ha—you don’t,eh! But Ido. I
must have your life—Ha ! Take care—here
it is ¥’

| He fancied that he was about to cleave the
| head of his opponent ; but instead thereof
the point of the youth’s sword entered his
body directly below the arm, passing
through his heart: and, ina very few mo-
ments more, his gigantic body tumbled over

had cried out in sharp agonizing tones that
he was killed.

Before Vendorme could fairly recover him-
self from his shock, the men whom he had
seen behind the paling, three in number,
rushed inupon him with their swords drawn ;
and as they came near he saw that they
were what he had supposed them to be—
members of the ducal guard.

““Hold!” he shouted, starting back against
the edge of the platform. **What means
this vioience? Who are you?”

“We'll bet vou know who we are,” re-
turned the foremost of the guardsmen,
stopping for an instant when he reached the
body of his fallen companion. *I think fm
once we'll take a dead prisoner into our
hands!—Look, my brothers,” he continued,
addressing his followers, *‘this wretch has
slain our licutenant, and he acts as though
| he meant to serve us the same. There’s no

found that his sword spent its force upon |
empty air ; but he was not long in recover- |
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