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A number of children were talking about |
what they would like to be when they were |
men and women. One little girl wanted to
be a teacher. *Oh, my !” said little Mary,
who lived on a farm, “I don’t want to be a
teacher. I'd rather be a summer-bearder
than anything else.” ,
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Russian Peasants.
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we take it aside at the first convenient
mcement and gently point out where the
error wis, and what should be done on the
next occasion.— Ladies’ Home Journal.

Cut and Wire Nails.

The question as to the comparative
value of cut and wire nails has been the
subject of some interesting tests at Water-
town, Mass. The eut nails were driven
with the taper of their sides or points act-
ing lengthwise the grain of the wood, and
the advantage was with the different
woods in the following order, viz., white
pine, yellow pine, oak, California laurel
and chestnut. In the first named wood it
appeared that an iron cut nail was worth
two and one-tenth of the wire a gradual
diminishing advantage, the chestnut being
about the same as the wire; there was also
a great advantage in the four, eight and
ten-penay nails, these tests being made
by driving the nail to within one quarter
ot an inch of the head and then attaching
the weight. The conclusions set forth in
view of these circumstances emphasize the
point that roughness of the cat nail
adds to the holding power, and the
square or parellel grain of a cut nail has a
greater bearing surface thanthe roundnail.
The steel cut nail is smooth and lacking in
adhesive power. Then the head being of
non-fibrous material, the last blow
generally knocks it off, a great disadvan-
tage. It is admitted that in finishing and
casing work the wire nail has its place,
but not in rough, heavy outside work.

ﬁ
NEWS ITEMS.

IDecorations for Women.

Prussia bas several decorations tor wo-
men. The oldest is the Order of the Swan,
founded in 1440, allowed to lapse during
the Reformation, and revived in 1843. The
Order of Louse, named after Prussia’s most
beautiful Queen, was founded in 1814 by
Frederick William III. Its decoration ot
the first class is given to women for meri-
torious service of nursing the wounded in
war ; of the second class, to women dis-
tinguished for philanthropic work generally.
The Cross of Merit was instituted by Em-

peror William I. on his fiftieth birthday,
‘‘as a recognition of the grand self-sacrifice

which the women of Germany showed for
the soldiers in the last war.” Special medals
tor women also were struck in 1807-14 and
1850-71.

The Wedding Ring,

How many women who fondly love the
golden symbol cf their wedding vow know
why they wear it on the third finger of the
left hand ? That particular digit was chosen
becausc it was believed by the Egyptians
to be directly connected by a slender nerve
to the heart itself. And these ancient
worshippers of Isis held this finger sacred
to Apollo and the sun, and therefore gold
was the metal chosen for the ring.

Eibbons Everywhere.
Wherever a piece of ribbon can possibly
be nsed one is sure to find it. Many of the
street as well as evening dresses have trim-
mings of ribbop. The ribbon ruching
around the bottom of dresses is constantly
gaining in favor. Mother-of-pearl rib-

bran to one of rye tlower.
many therc who have not even that kind of
bread to eat. The reporter entered a hut
where he heard children crying. Every-
thing was bare. Two small children sat
on the floor crying. When he began talk-
ing to them a little girl of 12 years came
forward. Assoon as she saw the reporter
she began making the sign of the cross
over herself,as if she had seen an apparition.

“Is the master of the honse at home #"
he asked.

““At home. What do you want?’ an-
swered a gruff voice from the top of the
oven.

“I want to buy from you a piece of goose-
foor bread : 1 will pay you well.”

“Who art thou? What kind %f a man
art thou? e have no bread at all here,
neither of goose foot nor of anything else,”
the man said, angrily, looking down from
the oven. :

“But why do you let your children ery ?
Why don’t you do anything for them ?”

“I can do nothing; we must die; my
woman and I have lain down since yester-
day.”

“Laindown ? Are you sick ? The doctor
is in the village to-day.”

“No, we are not sick. But we laid our-
selves out, because everything is at end,”
the peasant answered.

On further inquiry the reporter was in-
formed that the poor fellow had done all
he could to procure bread. He had applied
to the authorities of his borough, had bor-
rowed and begged from his fellow-villagers

and had determined finally that there was

no hope for him any more, and “laid him-
self out” to await death. He ed the

1. A tepid bath of twenty minutes’
length and a shower bath of five.

2. A rest tor thirty minutes.

3. Face, throat and neck subjected to a
gentle friction of elder flower water, mixed
with a half a goblet of warm water. This
removes all impurities from the pores and
gives the surface a clear, ivory hue.

4. Scented orris powder rubbed in the
hair and brushed out again, being careful
to remove all traces of it from the temples
and nape of the neck.

5. A delicate creme, similar to cold
cream, the juice of lettuce being the chief
ingredient, laid over the face, neck and
hands. After ten minutes remove with a
fine linen cloth. This is said to obliterate
traces of the contraction and weariness of
the features incident to society or stage
lite. It is a delicate operation, neither to
roughen the surface or make it red. It
should leave the complextion polished and
whitened.

6. Veloutine (a mixture of rice powder
and bismuth, the latter giving permanency,
and the former delicacy to the preparation)
applied with great care, producing a clear
alabaster whiteness, with a trace of lustre,
yet showing no sign of any foreign sub-
stance.

7. The eyebrows are smoothed with a

small soft brush, leaving a trace of farde

Indian, and with a leather estampe a soft
shadow is laid under the eyes to increase
their brilliancy.

To follow the foregoing directions liter-
ally under all circumstances would be
difficult. It is quoted here to give some
idea of the manner in which age is conceal-
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