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“Mrs. Boswell,” said Dan, the irre-
ssible youngster of the party, “Jim,”
king his thumb toward the lieuten-
_«is out West on purpose to spill
for New York paper. You can be-
ne a heroine of romance if you will.”
‘Thank you,” said our little hestess.
don’t mind accepting the honor.”
Three of us were sitting in the inner
rtment of the small frontier hostelry.
¢ barroom was packed with miners,
1 we had chosen to have our supper
ved by ourselves, as we had appoint-
10 #2 on to Custer City in company.
Irs Boswell was much below the
fiuw size, quick of speech, light of
vement as a bird and as graceful as
W1,
‘It was in 18—,” she began. “I had
- made the acqualntance of Captain
swell: he having some business mat-
s 1o srrange with father had called
our place several times. Finally
e came a rare day in Autumn, and
and father were closeted the greater
t of the day, overhauling papers,
moranda, deeds, receipts. My father
that time was doing a great dcal of
finess as an attorney.
‘ At teatable father said to me:
pss, you wen't mind an evening alone,
rrl,'_'_: as | homas 15 .ﬂ.l}ﬂl.'l:', will :}'Dl.l ?”

‘1 said no, fer although there were

ry robberies being committed in the
hboring cities, private families 1n
suburbs felt no fear. Our house was
pile from the city proper, and a half-
e from neighbors either way.
“‘We find,” he continued, ‘that the
tain has got to hunt up some more
bers concerning the estate before he
B cive Baron a satisfactory title. We
"W o0 to Judge Whitcomb’s offce,
BB our search may be so successful
11 o’clock may find us home again.
|, we may be detained longer. Shan’t
all and tell your Cousin Milly to

E? _down and spend the night with

¥ b ¥
' be away long.

“ But, my young lady—"
« Never mind me in such a case as

|this.” I was always very tender-
hearted. “You may go, and I will run |

back to the house.”

ian{l then started down for the city.

. | took up the two baskets, and went sing-

sto tell us, Mrs. Boswell,” said per-|

Wi jave ! . .
YD“}ME][I.E quiet beauty of this cool Autumn

profuse in his thanks for my kindness,
I

ing to the house.
' T sat an hour at the open window,
enjoying intensely this being alone and

evening.

«Perhaps you will wonder at this,”
and the dimples played about her pretty
mouth, “but liitle birds were singing a
new song in my heart, and the quiet let
let me hear their sweet echoes.

«But dizectly I chid myself for being
rather careless, as the road was a thor-
oughfare and a chance straggler might
surprise me, I arose, closed the win-
dow, and obeying somwe strange, impres-
sive power, I walked through the hall
into the library, took my father’s key
from its accustomed place, unlocked his
desk, found the package of $5,000 and
placing it in my bosom, relocked the
door, and returned to the sitting-room,
I did not light a lamp; I had no need
‘of a fire, as that in the kitchen stove
| warmed the sitting-room sufficiently in
the mild weather.

«“The house was old-fashioned, very,

for a foundry stack. We had cheerful
open fires later on; but the house,
being an aneestral pile, was getting
somewhat dilapidated, and the partition
separating the flues in the large
chimney had fallen in. Men had been
sent out to clear the rubbish and make
repairs, but the work, half done, was
suspended on account cf th
 Captain Boswell and this important
business affair.
| “I would have enjoyed immensely to
E'kindlz: a sparkling fire in the huge wide
fireplace, but as affairs were I could not.
Yo I mused in the darkness for hours.
I really took no heed of time, until my
quick ear caught the sound of a footfall
| approaching, close up to the door-step,
I could have taken my oath. It was so
like an echo that I sprang to my feet,
thinking that my cousin Milly, absent
when my father called, and returning
later, had come down to stay with me.

her knock, albeit I was a bit jealous of
her pretty face; but no knock came,
'and the echoes died out, and altogether
I concluded that I deceived myself in
resard to them. Any how I would

<tartled to find it past 10 o’clock. I had
gotten sufficiently aroused from my

shelves. I took up my lamp and went
singing into the room. '

] obtained the desired volume, step-
ped down from the stool, and

He talked a few minutes more, Was

with a chimney of capacity sufficient

e arrival of

I sprang up with a smile to answer

light the lamp. I did so, and was

|

ccverie to want a book from the library |-

iron, swung out the iron

foot upon the
the other foot upon the

crane, stepped

' stromg support, and rose up into the flue.

Something touched my head. Thank God !
It was the rope with which the dislodged
bricks had been hoisted out. Grasping
this carefully with my hands 1 held myself
like a wedge in the opening. If 1 had
envied large, noble looking women before,
I had now reason to be thankful for my
diminutive form and ninety odd pounds of
avoirdupois.

+¢ T had little time, however, to consider
anything except the imminent danger of
dislodging a fragment of brick or mortar,
and thus discovering my hiaing-place, for
the clock began with sonorous peals to
strike 11. Under cover of its echoes there
were quick, soft steps 1m the hall, and the
bolt of the outer dvor was withdrawn. The
huge flue must have acted like a telepbone,
for I heard every sound with fearful dis-
tinctuess. First there was a pause by the
door of the sitting-room, then breathing
in it, then whispering.

¢+ She isn’t here ; she’s gone to bed; but
the money is in the libracy.’

« sBa cautious,’ advised a strange vcice,
and we may not have to hurt her.”

“They carefully retreated, and my heart
struck of the seconds against my ribs in a
way that was suffocating ; for I knew that
their search wculd soon be over, and what
then ?

“Tn less than five minutes they were
whispering in the room agalll.

e Confound her !’ aspirated Thomas,
‘ghe took the money with her.’

“t Then we'll have it if—'

¢ The pause meant all that words could
convey.

“The col f

d sweat was coming out O
every pore of my body. The dust of the
creosote had penetrated my mouth and
nostrils, and I had to take one hand from
the rope in their absence and place a finger
upon my lips to prevent sr.eezing.

«« \Come, hurry,’ was the angry watch-
word exchanged between them, and I
heard the stairs creaking as they acended
to my chamber. Thomas was familiar
with all the house.

¢ Why did I not drop down and escape
outside *

¢« Wirst, then,
door and withdrawn the
suprise from without. Second, there might
be a third confederate outside. DBut the
most important reason of all was, it seems
to me, that I never could get out of the
apertue that had allowed me entrance into
the chimney. I ran the risk of discovery
and death in any case.

¢« Oh, why not my father and his com-
panion return ? It might be hours first.

** They had found me absence from my

they had locked the outer
key to prevent a

chambers and the adjoining rooms. They
no longer used extreme caution. They

hurried from one apartment to the other.
I could feel the jar of moving furniture,
and, and closet doors were opened hastily.
The upper part of the house was ransack-
od, and they came down stairs on & run.
Time was precious to them now. With
diveful oaths they rummaged the lower
floors, and finally returned to the gitting
room.

« ] gaw tke light here last,’ said Thomas
moving with his lamp across the room,
‘and here is the lamp on the table.’

¢ She must have gone out.’

¢ ¢No: I watched for her, and
window is fastened on the inside.’ Then
he con*inued: ‘Curse her ! she’s a witch !
and baffled they stood and poured oaths

every

| after me. ‘T'd like to catch and knife hert

“The captain led me into the house, for
T was trembling violently.

« ¢Now,' said father, being absent only
+ moment or two, without letting me have
time to mop the smut from my face and
hands. ‘now tell us what this means—my
little girl climbing up the ridgepole like a
cat at midnight.

“In a few moments matters were ex-

Iﬂﬁil‘l-&ﬂ.
«¢ “Thomas, the villain !* ejaculated my
father. *‘I'll have him if 1 have to hunt

the two continents for him, and he 'shali
have his deserts.’

““He kept his word. Thomas got a term
in the State Prison.

«“When I gave the captain his money I
should have burst out 1n a hysterical sobb-
ing oaly I remembered the scot in time to
prevent shading myself in black crayon,
and Captain Boswell believed that stature
and Sulk were not always certificates of
the best materials and—"

¢And,” finished Dan, our jester, it
may be said, Mrs. Boswell, that you
actually flue to his arms.”

She smiled and bowed as the sonorous
tones of the driver came in among ns :

“Stage ready, gentlemen.’

T ————————

NEWS ITEMS.

An editor and his assistant in Vienna
Lave been arrested for giving food to the
poor-.

Louis Anastey has confessed that he
murdered the Baroness Dellard in Paris
some months ago.

It is said Premier Greenway of Mani-
toba will appeal to the country at once on
the separate school question.

Thomas Joy, late of H.M. 61st regiment
has just died n Brockville, aged 70. He
was present at the siege of Delhi.

The Brazilian mail steamer Advance is
detarled in quarartine at New York on
account of yellow fever on board.

John Chatterton, farmer, aced 80, was
found dead in his barn a short distance
west of DBrockville Thursday. Heart
disease.

The Spamish steamer San Albino 1s
ashore on Hog island, Va. Her crew has
been saved with the exception of one man,
who was drowned.

The Rt- Rev. Ignatius F. Horstman was
yesterday consecrated as bishop of Cleve-
land at the cathearal of St. Peter and St.
Paul in Philadelphia.

The newly-born third party in the
United States will hold a convention at
Omaha on July 4 for the nomination of a
candidate for the presidency.

A receiver has been appointed for the
maturity Loan and Savings Fund Associa-
tion in New York, and an order has been
granted dissolving the concern.

Mrs. Heslop, wife of the late John
Heslop, treasurer of Ancaster township,
who was murdered two years ago, died
yesterday of congestion of the lungs, aged

70.

John D. Rockfeller,
King, has given $1,ﬂl§[ﬂ.

University as “‘a special

the Standard Oil
000 to the Chicago
thank offering to

S. CORNEIL,

Lindsay, July 22, 1891 Agent Royal Canadian Company.”
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A W. HETTGIER

m— o — e

.s removed to the store lately occupied by Mrs Gemsjager I
east of the Benson House, where he will 1

keep a large stock of

Fancy Goods, Wools, Embroider-
jies, silks and all kinds of

: . 1

Goods in that line. i

Woous and. other articles now Selling at Cost, &
STAMPING DONE TO ORDER
&> Dveine and ScCOURING promptly and neatly executed
A. W. HETTGER.

FALL AND WINTER

MILLINERY.

MISS OBRIEN

has opened an assortment of the
STYLES IN HATS AND BONNETS,

LATEST

TRIMMING EFFECTS, ETC,

and invites the inspection of the ladies. Many of the new styles
are pronounced very handsome, and are really moderate

in price.
MISS OBRIEN

Three Doors East of Benson House,

— .

The Watchman

Almighty God for returning health.”

ONLY so CENTS PER ANNUM.
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