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CHAPTER VIII.—(Cont’d)

T gent for you, Lord Fairholme,”
he said, “‘because I felt that I could
trust you to obey my instructions
implicitly. If my visit fails, there
will certainly be some shooting or
stabbing, «r perhaps an attempt
may be made to keep me a prison-
er. This latter eventuality renders
the presence of the police essential.
No matter what has happened to
me they will, with your assistance,
be able to take up the inquiry ex-
actly where I leave off. In this
notebook here, which I am placing
In o locked drawer’’—and he suited
his action to the words—‘‘vou will
find details of all that [ have done
up to the present moment, fogaiiey
with the lines along .which fuviure
inquiries should proceed. In par-
ticular, you will find an elaboration
of the theory which I expect to-
morrow’s visit to confirm.  You
fully understand me? All this an-
ticipates that after 11.30 to-morrow
T shall be personally able to c¢on-
duct the investigation further.”

“But can’t you explain matters
a little more clearly? Is “t n2 r=-
sary that 1 should be kept 11 the
dark as to the circumstances whieh
have led up to this crizacal mve-
ment to-morrow ¥’

“Not in the least. It is, indeed,
very important that you ua nid
comprehend all that has gone be-
fore: I only started at the crd, so
to speak, so as to fix accurately 11
your mind your part of the busness,
which now stands separate and dis
{inctly outlined in your memory.
What I am going to tell you simply
leads up to the expected denoue-
ment.’’

He then recited to the wondering
earl the whole of the curious events
which had happened during the
preceding twenty-four hours.

It was late when they got to bed,
but they rested well, and, after the
manner of their race, fortified them-
selves with a good breakfast against
the trials of the. day, whatever
these might prove to be. A few
minutes before the appointed hour
they quitted a fiacre in the vieinity
of the Rue Barbette, and at eleven

o’clock Brett passed the concierge,

whilst Fairholme took up his stand
outside. -

The barrister was received with
smiling complacence by Hussein-ul-
Mulk. On this occasion he was con-
ducted to another room of the flat,
and he promptly noted that the win-
dows looked out to the rear of the
building, whereas his previous visit
he could survey the street.

‘“This promises badly,”’” said Brett
to himself, but he betrayed not the
slightest unwillingness to fall 1in
with the arrangements made for his
reception, and lounged back in a
comfortable chair so casily that not
even the quick-witted Turk suspect-
ed that the barrister’s hip pocket
contained a very serviceable revol-
ver.

Hussein-ul-Muck commenced the
conversation. ‘I have,” he said,
‘“‘a, couple of friends here who are
interested in the matter- you were
good enough to mention to me yes-
terday. With your permission 1
will introduce them,”’ and he threw
open another door with a single
Turkish word which Brett imag-
ined was an invitation to enter,

Two men came from an adjoin-
ing room. They were Turks—
swarthy, evil-looking customers,
but well dressed, and evidently per-
cons of consequence in thelr own
¢ountry.  The new-comers eyed
the barrister curiously, and with
no very friendly intent.

A brief conversation in Turkish
resulted in Hussein-ul-Muek ad-
dressing Brett.

T must apologize for the fact that
my friends here only speak their
own native tongue. Before we pro-
geed to business I wish to ask you
a few gquestions.”

“erdainly,’”’ said
ahesd ™

Brett; ‘‘go
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““You mentioned to me yesterday
that vou had no desire io involke
the aid of the police 11 prosecut-
ing the inquiry which interests
,‘-'UH,”

“Quite right,”’ said Brett.

“Wlay I ask if yvou have adhered
| to that intention
| *‘Absolutely.”’

“VWell, Mr.—Mr.”—Hussein-ul-
Mulk consulted a visiting card -—
“Mr. Reginald Brett, I think is
your name! It would be idle on
my part to compliment you on your
bravery, but it would be still more
futile to atteinpt to conceal [rom
you the danger of the position in
which you now stand.”

g, corrected Brett, etill smil-
ing.

“Well,”” said the Turk, “we will
not quibble about words. The
fact remains, Mr. Brett, that you
have needlessly thrust yourself 1nto
an enterprise of such a desperate
character that all interiopers can
be dealt with only in one way.”’

“You kill them,”” said Brett air-
1ly.

“Yes,” said the Turk, ‘I deeply
regret to inform you that you have
guessed the object of my remarks
with the singular skill you hate al
ready betrayed in reaching the ex-
isting position. I can only add that
I am surprised that the same skill
did not influence you to avoid fore-
ing upon us the only alternative
left.”’

“Am I to be killed at once?’
said Brett, speaking with a slight
affectation of boredom.

Fven the self-possessed Turk
could not conceal his amazement at
the manner in which his strange vis-
itor conducted himself.

““That is a point we have not yet
decided,”” he said. “We are
strangely unwilling to take the life
of such a brave man as yourself. Ii
we were assured of your silence, we
would even be disposed to permif
you to escape this time. with a
solemn warning nob. .to cress ow
path again. But we fecl that cle-
mency is out of the question. There
is one hope—a glight one, it 1s true
—which may permit us to gag you
and tie you securely in this room,
where you will be left 1n peace for
at least [forty-eight hours, afte:
which time a telegram can be dis
patched to any address you choost
to supply us with. But really, ow
ing to unforeseen circumstances
this chance of a reprieve is remote
It wholly depends upon the arrival.
or otherwise, at this house, of a
gentleman whom we expect at
11.15.°7

Brett leaned forward in his chair
and took out his watch. The othes
misunderstood his movement, and

produced a revolver.

Brett laughed quite heartily.
“Really, gentlemen,”” he cried
““vour nervousness is ludicrous.”

He saw that he vet had five min-
utes’ grace before his self-constitut-
ed judges would proceed to execute
their sentence. As for the Turks,
they were manifestly ashamed of
having betrayed such trepidatioa,
and they replaced the weapons so
readily staged.

“Phat is a point in my favor,”
thought Brett. ‘‘Next time, 1f 1 do
wich to reach my revolver, 1 may
be able to get the draw on them
first.”’ |

“During the interval *’ said Hus-
sein-ul-Mulk suavely, ‘‘is there any-
thing you wish to do—-any letters
to write or that sort of thing?"”’

“‘No,”’ said Brett, ‘‘I do not think
so: it seems to me that you have
thoreughly misunderstood the pur-
pose of this meeting. I came here
in order to obtain from you parti-

of Mr. Talbot and redeem his char-
acter in the eyes of his superiors. I

sein-ul-Mulk.
killed.

culars which will lead to the release

did not come here to be killed, Hus-
I am not going bt be
1f you touch a hair of my
i head you will only leave this house

each of the other three promptly |

1

r :
for a prison, and subsequently for

the gallows. And so, you see, you
are talking childishly when you
dangle these threats and prelimin-
aries to immediate execution before
my eyes. It is not you, but I, who
will dictate the terms on which we
part. It may perhaps interest you
to explain this new phase of the
situation to your fellow-country-
men, and the matter will also serve
to dissipate the few minutes yet

e X2

that have to clapse before 11.15.

Hussein-ul-Mulk made no direct
reply to this remarkable speech.
Chat it impressed him was quite evi-
dent from his manner. Forthwith
an animated but subdued conversa-
ion took place hetween the trium-
nirate.

While it was in progress a pecu.
dar knock was heard on the outside
loor of the apartment. -

““Ah! he come,”” said Hussein-ul-
Vulk in French. He left the room
in order to mect the new arrival.
He returned without delay, bring’
ng with him a man very different
from those whom Brett had encoun-
ored thus far in connection wibh
he crime. This was a dapper little
{'renchman, wizened, vellow:
skinned, black-haired, and-dressed
JUmost in the extreme of fashion.
ile at once addressed himself to the
aarrister.

“They tell me, my friend,”” he
said, ‘‘that you have thrust yows
inger into the pie which the friend:
of his Majesty the Sultan are pre
saring for him. Tt is a bhad busi
jess.  You are too socon for the
hanquet. The result 1= that you:
noor little finger may get burnt, a.
che pie is still ‘being cooked.”

The man smiled maliciously al
his feeble witticism, and Brett in

stantly took his measure as a mem |

sor of the gang of flash thieves

+hich 1nfest Paris.
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diamends at this moment means
that you must die.”

So eaving, he produced from an
inner pocket of his frock-coat a
large, plain morocco case. The pres-
sure cof a spring caused the lid to
fly back, revealing to the eyes of
those in the room a collection of
linmonds marvelou$ by reason of
the size and magnificence of ecach
ztone.

In the center reposed the Imperi-
al diamond itself. For an instant
RBrott reflected that whilst the other
nen were faseinated by the spee-
-acle he would have a good oppor-
“unity to shoot some of them with-
ut mercy and make a dash for hib-
riy.

But at the same moment there
came to him an odd thought. His

He knew that|friend the jeweller of the Rue de la

such a rufiian was both pitiless and! pyix had not given him a lesson in

sowardly,  Whatever the outconie
of the situation which faced him, he
vould not stoop to conciliatory me-
thods with this despicable rascal.

"1 suppose,”’ he said, ‘‘that the
only part of the affair which con-
cerns vou is the robbery.”

(“Well, and what if it 181’

‘T can onlv eay ‘that your politi-
cal friends will be well advised to
eep o close eye on you, for you
would rob them just as soen as the
persons against whom they have
?;‘il}llt}:.‘i:d :'n'ull.”

The little thief laughed cynically.
“You are right, mon vieux, 1 would
3¢ delighted to have the chance,
Put this time it is impossible. Tho
tones are too big. Thev arc worth
—pouf -—millions of francs, 60 i)
qust be content to receive my pay,
which iz goed.” .

“Have you intrusted the Sultan’s
liamondg to the ecare of a seamp
ike this™’ said Brett, addressing
himself to Hussein, and inwardly
resolving that unless the cenverza-
tion by chanee tock a turn favorable
to himself, he would forthwith opea
fire on the gang and endeavor 1o
eseape.

‘‘Yes,”” eried the conspirator with
a eavage laugh. ““You have never
-een ‘them, Mr. Brett? Here they
are. To many men the sight would
be a pleasant-one. To you it should
be terrible, for the arrival of these

vain during the previous afternoon.

The barrister suspected—in fact,
he was almost sure—that the gems
now flaunting their half-revealed
glories in the light of the day—ior

'not one of them had undergone the

final process peculiar to the dia-
mond ecutters trade—were not the

m——

'Gate but well-fabricated qubsti-
 tutes.

(Te be continued.)
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THE SUPREME TESY.

‘“There never was Amos’s equal
for up-an’-down good nature,’”’ said
Mrs.. Clifford, in epeaking of her
deceased husband to the new hoar-
der. “My son Joe always said pa
was more patient than Job.

“I {ell you,” sha continued,
¢“you con figure for yourself hew

| patient Amos was by this. Our old

horse, Dandy, would get the rein
under his tail, an’ keep it there off
'm? on for ten mile without Amos’'s
getting mad.”’

v

When you can see througs a man
it doesn’t necessarily mean that ho
has a clear conscience.

“Do you think women shonld pro-
pose {7 asked the passo-lady. ‘1
don’t know,”” mused th? young
thing. “‘Have you tried cverytnmng
else 1’
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