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CHAPTER 1L

With a sharply indrawn breatt,
Gerald turned to the table, took
up Miss Winchester’s letter, and
began to unfold 1t.

“T had almost forgotten it,”’ he
said wearily; “but I will read 1b
aloud, for you will be interested
in its contents.”’

““Perhaps there may
things in it which 1

bhe some |
should not |
gently ob-
jected. ‘‘If there was any vital
secret in connection with your mo-|
ther’s marriage to Mr. Brewster, 1t
may be as well for it to remain;
such to every one but yourself.” |

“‘How thoughtful you always
are I’ Cerald replied, and bending;
an appreciative look upon 11&1‘.;
“You have always been so goodto
me I find myself turning to you mj
every cmergency, almost as natur-
ally as I would if you were my mo-
ther.”’

“Thank you, Gerald, for that as-

so far as I may. I am sure thatl
our fondness for each other is mu-
tual,”’ responded his companion,
with evident emotion.
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raaiti that he had already cabled

his mother that he would sail on
the next steamer, so there was no
time to lose. The young husband
rebelled outright against this arbi-
trary command, but more against
the prospective separation from bis
wife: but she, ever generous aad
considerate of othzrs, advised him
to do as his father wished, say'no
that she would do well enough fu:
the little while that he would be ab-
sent—three months would soon slip
away, and she would be there in

'the old home, to welecome him bhaclk

upon his return. Adam Brewster
realized but too well that 1t would

ner, and possessing a sweetness of |be a very inopportune moment to

temper that made
to almost every one. She told me
that she should still k:ep the old
liome, which greatly astonished and
displeased me, for I felt that the

her irresistible | confess his marriage and plead that

he did not want to leave his wife;
he was entirely dependent upon his
father, and he f2lt that if he should
be thrown upon his own resources,

[ died.

rental of it'would materially add to | he would have a tough struggle for
her income ; while I also felt tnat it | existence. His plan, 5o he said,
was no right for a girl of her years|had been to get hi_m to cz—:tn.hl_mh
t. live alone, Later, I understood him in some paying enterprise,
the strange freak and her obstin-|when, once settled upon a firm
acy, as I then regarded her decis- | foundation, he wou!d tell the truth,
ion. The swmmer following theland introduce his bride. 1f he
death of her father, which had ce- | hoped to yet carry out this project,
curred early in December, I realiz-|he knew he must obey his father,
ed that the girl’s own health was!and so he conseuted to the tour
failing, and again I urged her to|abroad. )

break up housekeeping and come to| ““He left a handsome sum with
me. She still refusel, and seemed | Miviam for her immediate needs,
strangely mnervous and troubled | promising to send her more, as he
when I pressed the matter; she received his own remittances, and
oven appeared to he restless and|forward his address 2s soon as he
uncomfortable during the little vis- | knew just what his movements were
it 1 was making her, and I accord-|te be. He said it would be best to
ingly shortened it, returning to|still preserve the secret of thelr re-
my own lonely home earlier than|lations to each other; ‘but ere tho
I had intended. I neither h{.‘.ﬂl'-l'.l.és-;n[nvﬂ of winter fell she would be

surance. amd I trust that you will | from nor saw her again until early | openly acknowledged before the
alwayﬂ: :r,,u'm.; me to act as such in|1u winter, when, one cold, stormy | world.’
| day, the child suddenly appeared|citly.

Miriam trusted him impli-
She promised to do exactly
me, looking wvery 11l and|as he wished, and that promise
I realized at once ﬂmt'prm'nd fatal to her. 1t signed her
own death-warrant and robbed you

before
wretched,
she was in no ordinary trouble; but

“'hen I shall

‘rgo I will follow my first impulse,

and read Aunt Honor's letter to
you. Sit here,”” he added, placing
a comfortable rocker for her, and
then, when she was scated, he
brought the dismantled Winchester
heirloom and placed it before her,

“‘Put your feet upon this sacred
repository—for as such I shall
henceforth regard it—and take your
ease. How this poor relic has fret-

| ted me every time I have packed

But now it could not
from me

my trunk!
be purchased

ting ornament for your room,”
Then, drawing another chair op-
osite her, he began to read from
Tiss Winchester’s letter.

“My dear boy,”” was the tender
form of address, “I-do not know
when, if ever, this will meet your
eyes, for I am greatly exercised in
my mind as to the wisdom of un-

raveling for you the mystery which

from your birth has enshrouded
your life. You are far too young
to be told anything abcut 1t at pre-
gsent, and yet I am impelled to
write out the history of your mother
and your origin, together with cer-
tain data and events, which may
possibly become very valuable to
you some time in the future, and
would otherwise be utterly lost—
swallowed in oblivion by some un-
foreseen happening to myself., If
we should both live until you at-
tain your majority, I should then
feel it my duty to tell you every-
thing, and allow you to make such
use of your knowledge as you might
deem best. If, on the other hand,
I should be taken from you before
that time, the story would be ready
for you, and I should doubtless
have warning suflicient to tell you
where to find it, together with the
record of your birth. I am not your
own aunt. Gerald—you are not my
brother William's child, as I have
allowed you to believe. That was
only a harmless fiction, to silence
curious questions and gossiping
tongues. He was the captain of a
sailing-vessel, and died of fever on
o homeward passage from South
America. Your father also went
across the sea, but no one has ever
never came back!
again to his wife. Your motlier was
Miriam Harris, the only child of
my sister, who, agaiust the wishes
of her family, married Arthur Har-
ris, a poor but talented musician.
Their home was in New Haven, and
‘when Miriam was seventeen years
old her mother died very suddenly,
of hemorrhage of the lungs. Her
death broke her husband’s heart,
and he never seemed to have any
courage to battle with the world
afterward, and late the following
winter he also passed away, after
o brief struggle with that terrible

have no secrets , L i : : :
from you,”’ he smlingly rfttl.u'ned:;}“”‘ confide everything to me. Then | hour of their parting until hel dy-

for its
, Puxe 8
| weight in gold, and very soon we

- will have it made over into a filb-

I learned the reason of her strange ing day, she never Lheard one 1.1.'4?1'{1
behaviour, and her persistence in|from the man who had pledged him-
living alone in the home that 15:1{!159.}]:‘ bhefore GGod and man to love
always been hers. She had been and cherish her so long as they both
a wife since the month of April|should live.”

]'H'L"-"\-'E{HIHE A youug HH_I.!."J.——."ldtl‘lTli “Oh! how cruel! how crucl |
Brewster, by name, and a student jpurmured Lady Bromley sorrow-
at Yale—had been attentive to herfully, while Gerald eritted his
some time previous to the death of | teeth savagely, his face like a mask
her father. He had taken lessons of chalk, a lurid light in his eyes.
on the vielin from Professor Harris, ““The poor girl hoped and walted
as a blind, and ior the sole pur-|until longer waiting would have
pose of epabling him to woc ;md!:ggmpﬁ”{.{} her either to betray her
win the heart of his lovely daugh-|gecrot and produce the proois of
ter. Mr., Harris did not approve!it, or become the target for a scan-
of his attentions, and had openly ! dal-loving publie,”” the young man
discouvaged themns; but, 1mmedi-|yead on. “*She had not counfideu
ately following his death, youngto her husband the fact that be-
Brewster persuaded her to marry|fare the anniversary of their mar-
him SECTEtL}’*—*iﬂ.'t lﬂilﬁt, their rela- I'i&{-{ﬂ should come routid she h{_}]}i'{l
fions were to remain a secret only!to hecome a mother. She feared
until his college course was end-|that the knowledge might trouble
od, which would be the following!him during his absence—three
summer, when he would il]]l]‘te{;li-’l-tﬂ-f]]11..11!_'.'[155 would soon pass away, andd
ly establish himself in business, and | her news would safely keep until
then take her to a home such as|ihen.

- % T r_.._._” .
he wished her to o3cupy “This was the sad story she told
GORY ) S Euadanly ] e when sbe came to me, thab
Uht how strange:  SWddenly |, .nry winter day, and asked me

broke Et“rt{' Lady Bl"?'"lfi-"r' IE" &!1o give her food and shelter until
voice of such intense pain that Ler-1 ) "noyuld «die and hide in the grave

“I-—I mean how strange 1t 1s that | hep shame. She would not hear one

ldrawn into such snares,”” shelapy—she still loved him with idola-

i hastened to explain, while she| {yous affection, and cven though
struggled to regain her self-control. | she eould not fail to believe herself
“Why cannot they have suflicient|y deserted wife, vet a lawful wife

resolution and moral courage to|ghe was, and she insisted that some
say ‘no’—to be firm to resist temp- | yndue influence—some treachery
tation, and tell their lovers thation the part of others, was what
when they are ready to give them|had caused his unfaithfulness. She
their rightful place in the world as commissioned me to have her house
honored wives, then they will give gold, and as I was fortunate euough
L alte find a ready purchaser, her dis-

their hand in marriage?  Oh!
secret marriage is a selfish and cow- | appearance from the place where
ardly thing for any man to urge up-ighe had always lived was thus ac-
on an innocent maiden, and many|counted for, and aroused no ad-
a one has had her happiness ruined | yvorse comment.
for life by weakly yielding to her
lover’s persuasions.” six weelks later, and then I begged
“Yes, I believe that is true, | Miriam to let me seek her husband,
said Gerald thoughtfully. or, in case anything had happened
He understood now 'that her lady- | {0 him, seek his father, produce the
ship must have been startled by|proofs of her marriage, and de-
learning that the circumstances|mand that justice and proper re-
attending the union of his father|cognition be accorded her and her
were so like the experience of her|ghild. But no; she was as lirm as
cwn marriage to Sir Charles Brom-| g pock—she had promised Adam
ley : but he could not quite compre- | that their union should remain a
hend, in view of its happy oubcome, | gecret until he came to claim her
why she should be so exceedingly|and give her her proper place mn
hittor against the manner of 1t. the world., and she would never
“Fxcuse me for interrupting|hreak her word. A week later,
you,”’ she continued, smiling; “‘liduring one of her violent outburses
spoke almost before I realized what | of grief, she ruptured a blood-ve:-
I was saying.” sel, and I knew that from thal hour
(terald turned to his letter and| her doom wes sealed—that she
resumed : would go the same way her mother
““So Miriam trusted him fully; but|had gone before her. She, also,
upon the very day of her husband’s | appeared to realize this, for as so -
graduation, he received a letter]as the bleeding wus stopped she 1in-
from his father, who was a weal-|gisted that I should pledge myseli
thy banker of New York, summon-|{o bring up her boy in utter ign~r-
g him immediately home—telling | ance of his parentage, at least ap-
him that his mother, who at that|on his father's sive. 1 was Lo do
time was in Paris—was on the point|the best 1 could for him, and frust

enemy, pneumonia. This left Mir:-
am entirely alone, and I offered
her o home with me—I was at that |

|—_but for some reason, unknown to

time living in a neighboring town
!me then, she preferred to remain
ir the city, and continue her music-
teaching, whith, however, barely
gave her a living. She was one of
the loveliest girls I ever saw, pe-|
culiarly refined i person and man-

of joining a party to Norway, Swe-|the rest to God--if, she added woar-
den, and the North Cape, provided |ily, there is any God. 1 have ul'en
<he could have a proper escort. The | wondered why she did not dest sy
elder Brewster was unable to gothe proofs of her marriage, aud
himself, but insisted that Adam was | thus preclude the pussibility of any
to start at once in his place. The |future knowledge of it. [ have
trip, he stated, would occupy about | gometimes thought she meant to
three months, and would be a plea- | do so, for sec kept them conslaatly
sant change for the young man, |by her, but c¢lung to them as long
who for so long had been closely |ag possible, vainly hoping tha: | e
confined to his studies. He also |husband might come before she

She passed away suddenly
while T was absent from her room
only a few minutes, and I found
her marriage-certificate and her
wedding-ring clasped tightly ‘o her
left hand, which was concealed be-
neath her pillow. I put them both
into the envelope contalnming your
baptismal-certificate, Gerald—I had
had that rite performed for you
unknown to her, and took the re-
sponsibilty of adding your father’s
name to the one she had chosen
for you—and put them carefully
away, feeling that, since she had
not destroyed your birthright, a
Higher Power had wisely ordered
their preservation.’ -

(To be continued.)
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WIHITE ANTS REACH ENGLAND

L

Taken Into the Country in Bunches
of Bananas.

The most destructive ard voraeil-
ous msect on earth has obtained

I took her to my heart and bade!sf vour birthright; for, from the!

ald turned to her i astonishment. | 1.4 she had begun to believe was |

tgirls will allow themselves to belygrd against the author of her mis-|

“Her baby was born a month or

i

a foothold in England.
This i1s ‘the white ant, against
| whose ravages scarcely aaything

original home is in South Africa,
'where he devours a village (of huts)
at & menl, and depopulates a dis-
triet in a day, the inhabitants fly-
g before him as from the plague.

Just how he reached England 1s
somewhat of a wmystery, but the
most generally received theory 1s
that the banana is responsible.
Fggs, brought over In the bunches
of fruit, have been hatched out in
the underground cellars in Lon-
ldon and elsewhere, where much of
L is artificially ripened, and the
insects, it is averred, have since
been  disseminated all over the
country,.

Thelr most recent exploit was the
invasion of Grindon Hall, near
Sunderland, the residence of Sir
| Theodore Doxford. The ant armies
tswarmed all over the mansion, ren-
acring it well-nigh untenable for
‘human beings. An  expert, who
was called in, found half a mil-
lion of them in the greenhouse
talone, with eouuntless myriads in
tother parts of the premises.

The problem now is how to ex-
Lerminate them, for though this 1s
'supposed to have been successfully
laccomplished in regard to a similar
|plagu{= of the same inseets at Lead-
'eate, Durham, by means of a
‘special  toxie solution, shmmilar me-
thods have not been invariably sue-
cessful elsewhere.
| Although nothing official has ap-
peared as yet regarding the Invas-
ion, 1t 1s known that the Boeard

r

but metal and stone is proof. His |
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On the Farm

DIDN'T. WANT LEDUCATION.

In the great effort that the forces
of agricultural education are put-
ting forth in many ways to geé
farmers to see how and why they
should become better farmers the
principal reason advanced for the
change is larger revenué. DBui the
man who resists this teaching or
will have none of it is so blind that
he cannot even see the incrcased
profit. One of the men who took &
cow census gave the following in-
cident which illustrates how stupid-
ly blind some men are :—

‘He found a farmer with a herd of
sixteen cows, the milk of which he
was taking to a creamery. Actually
he did not get money enough from
his cows to pay for their keeping,
and he lost about $8 a head. With-
in o quarter of a mile of this man
was another farmer, a patron of the
same creamery, whose herd of nine-
teen cows paid a profit above the
cost of keeping of $17 cach. The
difference betweon those two nren
was one man’s loss adled to the
other's profit, or a difference of $25
a cow for the poor herd. 1 did all
I could to arouse the dull man to a
sense of the situation he was in and
showed him the figures relating to
the more succesful farmer. This
seemed to anger him and he said 16
was ‘‘all false,”’ and ho knew 1k
So slow and sunken was this man’s
mind that he had never hal a dairy
or agricultural paper in his house.
That showed clearly the amount of
'brains he was bringing to bear on
his work. He boasted to the census-
taker that he had got all he had
without any of this “bloomed fool
education.”’

There are plenty of just such men
today keeping cows and wondering
why they cannot get along better
than they do.—Hoard's Dairyman,

LIVE STOCR NOTINS.

Sheep dread hard, cold rains.
Not half the farmers of this country
|give them any shelter from such
'storms,

if a poultryman has a good strain
of & good breed, has a comfortable

L

L

lof Agriculture takes a somewhat
'cerious view of the matter. In-
I X | = * L] v :
deed, it is fairly self-evident that
‘any greab inereasze in the number
of colonies will have to be met by
ithf! enforcement of an insect alien
tack of p similar nature to that which
Faas used so effeciively some years
! * 1..1. . :
‘ago against the Colorado polato
Jeetle and the Hessian fly.—ear-
son’s Weekly.

| NICOTINELESS TOBACCO.
{Very Pepular in kerance for Smok-
. ers with Weak Nerves.

What is known as “‘micotineless’’

'tobacco has become within receat
years very popular in France, find-
ling favor with smokers who suffer
from weak nerves or heart trouble.
1t does 1n reality contamn  seme
inicotine, but most of the alkaloid
thas been removed by washing the
leaf in water. Drugglsts were first
to take up the idean of preparing
such a tobacco, for sale to special
lcustomers; but its popularity be-
lcame so great thac the I'rench Gov-
ernment, which monopolizes the to-
i baeco trade in I'rance, adopted the
idea and started in to manufacture
it on a large scale.

The process described has the
disadvantage that, incidentally to
the washing, not only the nicotine,
but certainly other constituents of
the tobaecco are lost. Tt would be
much better, of course, if “‘nicotine-
less”' varicties o fthe plani could be
erown ; and of this there secems to
be a sure prospect, in view of the
success of the experiments in which
Leovernment scientists have been
engaged. It might be possible in-
deed, to carry the matter too far.
The Swnatra leaf, which is &p
largely used for wrapping cigars,
contains very httle mcotine, and
(has almost no flavor, save a slight
| bitter taste. Tts value, indeed, is
Hargely due to  its  tastelessness—
this being very desirable 1 a
wrapper.
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An entire battalion of the: German
'Army is beine trained in the use of
atrships,

There ave 762 varieties of Arctic
| Hlowers, which have but two coloss,
white and vellow.

After eating omions a givl should
Limmediately it down and  peruse
gome work of fiction that is ealen-
lated to take her breath away.

‘eare, success will surely result,
' Failures are due to the lack of some
lor all of the above.

- 1f one seeks a bull for tne speaal
| purpose of butter making from the
heifers raised from him, only such
as have-been brea for several gen-
erations from the best butter cows
and bulls selgeted from such cows
will be likely to meet the wants of
the breeder. So also if - heef or
milk for the markoet is the special
object sought.

Why not work the bulls? It 18
no wonder that bulls so often bo.
lcome vicious. They have- nothing
to do but to study deviléry. ifor
some Inexplicable reason, they are
considered too good for any sort of
labor. In this age of rapidly doing
things, we do not expect to see an
increase of the usc of oxen on the
farm. But we have the bulls, and if
working them will make them more
harmless, why not put them under
the yoke?

The quantity of food required to
keep an animal in a healthy state of
progression bears a certain ratio to
the live weight of the animal; {wo
pounds to two and a half pounds
of dry food for each 100 pounds of
live weignu. Ilxposure, irritation,
and the introduction of large quan-
tities of cold water into the system
entail a waste of food. Care should
be exercised in the selection of
foods, which should contain, as near
as possible, the proper quantities of
flesh-formers and heat-producers; a
large excess of esither entails a cor-
responding loss. It is not sound
practice to pass a large quantity of
expensive foods through an animal
for the purpose of enriching the
soil. |
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AUST..ALIA’S CLIMATE.

Australia’s huge northern terri-
tory has a tropical, almost an
equatorial climate, and the heat is
very enervating to Kuropeans. Ibs
capital, Palmerston, contains more
thinese than Caucasians. The
former are the ruling race and the
employers; the whites are the
lserviie and the employed., Large
herds of buffaloes roam about the
cilent plains of this enormous terri-
tory, which would be a sportsman’s
paradise but for the wild nalives,
who are exceptionally fieree and
treacherous and have killed a num-
hor of the hunters who came to hunt
the buffaloes.

house for them, and give the proper
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