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ble, and that the  biggest navy 7 idea
is not only absurd (so long a: there 1
a dollar left in any nation’s tre. sury) ;
but it is also very burdensome to tax=
payers. We are going to see the in-
consistency of our talk about * over=
production ” of the necessaries of life
when anyone is in need, and that a
big wheat crop and a long bread line
are not compatible with eivilization.
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ent time we have all been just a lLit
too busy making a living to stop long
enouch to think about it. In other
words, we are not yet living in a
““ thinking ” age, though we have some-
how fallen victims to the comical hal-
lucination that we are. Funny, isn’t it ?
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e(.l ]_:)]"i.]'eeS — e | Here you are, in a world full of natu-
" The Humor of It. ral resources that possess the property

of feeding, clothing and sheltering you
PR when you fashion them to that pur-
pose by means of your labor. But
certain artificial as well as unsatisfac-
tory relations have arisen between you
and other fellow travellers through
this weary world. One fellow worm
in human form has fenced off a part
of the earth from you, and insists that
you divide up what you produce in
tilling that land and give him part of
it as rent. Another has by certain
processes obtained ownership and con-
sequent control of the machinery you
must use in order to make shoes, coats,
hats and other apparel. At every turn
there is a man between the property-
less worker and the things he would
and must use; and this man in every
instance exacts a tribute from such as
he gives opportunity to use what he
calls his. As a result of the so-called
civilization that has developed under
such conditions, there are ocecasional
periods of industrial depression or pan-
1c8, when the man who claims the:e
natural resources is unwilling to les
you use them, because unable to do
so with any profit to himself. If mon-

AUCTIONEER.

| FELIX A. NORTHEY,
| TUBLIC AUCTIONEER.

Farm and other sales conducted in first-
¢luss order., Secure dates before adver-
tising. Address, Fenelon Falls.

- We are such delightfully stupid hit-
tle folk. 'We have n't the sense of hu-
mor of an ow]l., The best-selling joke-
book of some future age will be the
historical record of the serious doings
of this age. Imagine the people of a
few centuries hence reading how we
overworked our publicity department
telline folks how highly civilized we
were, meanwhile spending one penny
for public education against 25 for
perfecting machinery to kill each oth-
er with. Or, fancy the loud * ha-ha”
that will some day greet the account
of the southern planters of 1908, who
were forced to cheat nature and turn
under a portion of her bountiful erop
of cotton in order to keep up the price
of cotton, or the fruit jobbers of Cali-
fornia, for instance, who dumped a
shipload of bananas into the sea to
maintain market prices, while ragged
men sneaked along the gutters picking
up banana peelings and eating them
with relish. Verily, our vaunted civ-
ilization needs a brisk curry-combing,
for it ** sho' is " shaggy in spots.
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