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CHAPTER V.—{Continued).

“Bul lhere has been a terrible crime
—a double crime commitled,” 1 prolest-
ed. “Surcly the police should know!"

“No; all knowledge must be kept {rom
them,” she answered decisively., "I
wish you to understand me perleclly
from the oulset. 1 have sought you
liere in order to rescue you from this

place, because you have unwillingly
[ullen {he victim of a maost daslardly
plot, You are blind, defenceless, help-
l+ss, therefore all who hLave not hearls
©of stone must have compassion upon
yai.  Yeb if I rescue you, and allow
you o go lorlth again inlo the world
you may, il you make a stalement to
the police, he the means of bringing
ujon me a catastrophe, dire and com-
Plete.”

Fivery ward of hers showed thal guill
‘was upon her, Had 1 nobt heard the
swislhi of ‘her skirts as she crepl [rom
e room after siriking down thal un-
known man so swiltly and silentiy that
lie died without a word?

“And if I promise to remain mute?”
I queried, feeling annoyed Lhal she
shld thus impose upon me such a
harassing condition.

“If you promise,” she sald, “I will ac-
cepl it only on one further condition.”

“And whal's that?”

“One which I know you will have
some hesitation in accepting; vel, like
the first, il is cbsolulely imperative,”

Her voice showed {races of exlreme

anxiety, and the slim hand upon my
arm irembled,
» Shae was young, I knew, bul was she
Deautiful? I felt instinclively thal she
was, and conjured up wilhin mysell a
vision of a refined face, perfeclt in ils
tragic beauty, like thal of Van Dyck’s
Madonna that I had seen in Lhe Pilli
T'alnce al Florence in those well-rem-
embered days when I looked upon {he
world, and it had given me such plea-
LSUre, __

“Your words are very puzzling,” |1
said gravely.. “Tell me what il is thal
you would have me do.”

“IL is mot difficult,” she anaswered,
“*vel lhe curious characler of my re-
(quast will, I feel, cause you to houd
baclk with a nalural caulion. [ will
:eound strange; nevertheless, here, be-
fore 1T publ the suggeslion belore you, I
sgive you my word of honor, as.a wo-
quan who fears her God, thal no undue
-advantage shall be taken of your prom-
i 1T ;

“Well, explain what you mean.”

“The condilion impose upon you in
wrelurn for my assislance,” she said,-in
-deepost earnestness, “is that you shall
promise to render assistance to a per-
600 who will ever remaln unknown to
you.  Any requesis made to you wil
e by letter bearing the signalure
A-V-Ii-T., and these instructions you
miust promise to obey withoul seeking
4 discaver eilher motive or reason, The
latter can never be made plain to you,
therefore do not puzzle yourself urnec-
cssavily over them, for it will be all to
na purpose. The secrel—for secret there
is, of course—will be so well guarded
dhat il can ‘never be exposed, {herefore
4 you conent lo thus rendering me a
personal assistance-in relurn for your
Tife, it will be necessary lo aclt blindly
and earry out to the letter whalever in-
strustions vou receive, no maltler how
remarkable or how illogical they may
scem. Do you agree?”

syvell” | said hesitatingly, “yvour re-
qiiest is indeed a. most exiraordinary
one. I 1 promise, what safeguard have
{ for my own inlerests?”

eGomelimes you may, of course, be
compelled to act againsl your own in-
clinnlions,” she admitted. "I, however,
can only assure you that if you malke
this promise I will conslilute mysell
vour prolectress, and at the sane time
give you solemn assurance that no re-
(riest contained in the lefters of which
I have spoken will be of such a char-
aclar as to cause you lo commil any
offence against the law.”

“I'hen it is you voursell who will be
my BHonymaous correspondent?”™ 1 ob-
served quickly.

“Aly, no!” she answered. “Thal s,
of course, Lhe nalural conclusion but 1
mayv as well ab once assure yvou thal
such will not be the case.” Then she
added, ©1 merely ask you lo accepl orv
decline. I the former, | will cver be
at vour service, althcugh we musl never
micel again afler lo-day; if the lalter,
fhen 1 will wish you adieu, and lhe
ferrvible fate your unknown
Lave prepared for you must be allowed
fo take offecl.”

st 1 should be drowned!” 1 exelaim-
od in olarm.  ““Surely  you will nol
abandon mel”

“Naot if vou will consent to ally your-
el wilth we.” :

Tar evil?” 1 suggesled very dubious.
R THE AT

“Na, for good,” she answerod. "
roquire your silence, and 1 desire lhal
vou should render assislance lo oue
“who i1s solely in need of a [riend.”

“Fwanasial ald?
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“No, finance has nathing lo do with
il. Thy unknown person has moncy.
and to spare. ILis a devoled personal
assislance and obedience that is requir-
ed."”

“gul. how can one he devoled 1o a
person  one,  has neither seen 10U
nown? 1 queried, for her words had
increased the misery. Her request was
maore remarkable than any 1 had hilh-
erlo heavd of. .

The shrowd suspicion geew upon ne
thal fhis curious effort to secure my
siienco was because of her own auill;
that she intended ta bind me lo a con-
poet in her own nefarious interests.

“[ am quite well aware of (he slrange-
ness «f the condilions 1 am imposing
upon you, but they are necessary.”

“and if I.acceplt them will the mys-
lery of lo-nighlt ever be explained?” 1
inquired, cager to learn the trulh.

“0Of thal 1 know nol,” she answered
vaguély. “Your silence is required 10
preserve (he seerel.”

“pul tell me,” I said quickly, “how
many persons were there present in that
bouse beside yourself?”

“No, no!” she ejaculaled in a tone ol
horror. “Muoke no furlher inquiry. ‘Try
and forget all—everylhing—as 1 shail
{ry and forgel. You cannol Kknow-
vou will never know—thevefore il is
utterly useless bb  seek to learn the
Lruth.”

“And may [ nol even know your
identily?” [ inquired, putling forth iy
hand until it resled upon her well-
formed shoulder.  “May | nol touch
your face, so as lo give me an impres-
sion of your personal appearance?”

She laughed at what, of course, musl
have scemed lo ber a rather amusing
request,

“Give e permission o do this,” 1
urgod, “If there is to be mutual trus
belween us it is only fair that 1 should
know whether you are young or old.

Sho hesitaled. -1 felt her hand tremb-
Iing.

spomemlber, [ cannol see you,” I went
cn. By louch I can convey lo my
mind an impression of the conlour of
your features, and thus know with
whom I am dealing.”

“vopry well,” she said al last.
have 1y permissipn,”

Then eagerly, wilh bolh my hands,
touched her face, while she stood rig-
id and motionless as a slatue. 1 could
fecel by the conlraction of the muscles
{hat this action of mine 2mused her,
and that she was laughing.

Her skin was soft as velvet, her lash-
es long, her features regular and finely
cul, like those of some old cameo. Her
hair was dressed plainly, and she had
aboul her shoulders a large capo ol
rich fur—sable [ believed it to be. There
was no doubl she was young, perhaps
rot more than lwenty-one or so, and
cerlainly she was very handsome of
countenance, and dressed wilh an ele.
gance quite unusual,

Her moulh was small, her chin poinl-
o, and ber cheeks with a flrm contour
which spoke of health and happiness.
As 1 carefully passed my hands back-
warids and forwards, oblaining a {resh
menlal impression wilh cach movemeoent,
she laughed quirighl. :

Of a sudden, however, siw sprang
aside quick!y, and left me grasping al
AL,

“Ah! she cried, wildly horrvilied at a
sudden discovery. “There is blood upon
your hands—his blood!”

“l had forgotlen,” 1 apologized quick-
lv. “Iorgive me; I cannot see, and was
nol aware Lhalt my hands were un-
clean,”

“I's toa lerrible,” she gasped houarse-
.o *You have placed those stained
hands upon my face, as though lo taunl
me,"

*“With whal?" I inquired, brealhlessly
interested.

bt she did not reply. She only held
Ler hreeallh, while her heart beal quick-
v, and Ly her silence [ fell convineed
Ihat by Por involuntary ejaculation she
had nearly betraved hersell,

The sole question which occupied my
thoughts at thalt moment was whelher
she was not the actual assassin, I for-
ol my own crilical posilion. 1 recol-
lecled nol the remarkable adventures
ihal had befallen me  that nighl, |
thaought nol of the ghaslly fate prepared
far me by my unknown enemies, All
my lhouchls were concenlrated upon
e one problem—Lhie innocence or guilt
of thal unseen, sofl-spoken woman be-
fore mae,

“And now,” she said al lasl—*now
thal vou have salisfied yoursell of my
personal appearance, are you prepared
to accepl the condilions?”

“1 confess o having some hesilalion
in doing :0," T answerad, quile frankly.

“I'hat is not alb all surprising:. - Bul
lhe very fact of your own defenceless-
ness should cause yvou o ally voursell
willh one who has shown herself o be
caur proleciress, and secks lo remain
vour friend.”

“What molive can. yau possibly have
{or ‘thus endeavaring to ally yoursel

“You

wilh me?” [ inquirad, without attempt-
ing to disguise my suspicion,

“A secret one.”

“For vour own ends, of coursel”

“Nol exaclly, It is to our mutual in-
terests. By my own aclion in laking
vou in when you were knocked down
by {he cab I have pleaced your life in
serious jeopardy; therelore, il is only
just thal I should now scelk to rescue
yvou, Yeb if I do so wilhoul firsl oblain-
ing your promise of silence and of as-
sistance, I may, for aught I know, bring
an overwhelming cataslrophe upon my-
self."

“You assure me, upon your honot
as a woman, lhal no harm shall befall

those mysterious letfers?”

“If vou obey wilhout seeking 1o clu-
cidate their myslery, ar the idenlity of
their sender, no harm shall comoe o
vot,” she answered solemnly.

“And regarding the silence which
vou seck 1o impose upon me?  May
[ not explain my advenlures lo my
friend, in order o account for the blood
upon my clothes and lhe injury o my
head?”

“Only if you find il aclually nocessary.
recollect, however, that no slalement
whalever must be made to the police.
You must give an underlaking never
to divulge lo them one single word of
what occurred last night.”

There was a dead silence, broken only

| by the lapping of the waler, which had

alrcady risen and had flooded the cham-
ber lo the depth of aboul lwo inches.

fer, being a kind of cellar and below
high-waler mark, the Thames f{lood en-
tered by a hole near the floor oo small
lo permil the escape of a man, and
would rise unlil it reached the roof.

“Come,” she urged at last, “Give meo
vour undertaking, and let us al once
vel away from this horrible plage.”

I remained silenl. Anxious lo escape
and save my life, 1 neveriheless enter-
lained deep suspicions of ber, boecause
of her anxiely {hat I should give no
information to the police. She had
drawn back in horror al lhe sight of
lhe blood of the murdered man! Had
she nol by her hesitation admilled her
awn pguill?

“you don'l trust me,” she observed.
wilh an air of bitler reproach.

“va," 1 answered, very bluntly;
do not.”

“yau are al least plain and oulspok-
en.” she responded,  “Bul as our inler-
cals are mulual, T surely may presuine
{o advise you to accept the, condilions,
lile is belter than dealh, even though
one may be blind.”

“And you hLold Dback from me the
chanee lo escape [rom this slow bul in-
avitable fate unless I conform lo your
wishes?

1 do."

C¢Such aclion as yours cannot inspire
confidence.” :

1 am . impelled by circumslances be-
vond my own conlrol,” she answered,
wilh o momenlary {ouch of sadness.
“If vou knew the lruth you cerlainly
would nol hesilate.”

“AWVill yvou nol tell me your name?”

“No. It is useless.”

“At least, you can so far conflide in me
as o fell me your Christinn name,” |
said,

“Idna.”

“And vou refuse your surname?”

“1 do so under compuision.,”

The waler had by this time risen rap-
idly. My legs had becomo benunbed,
for it now reached nearly Lo my knees,

“Why do vou longer hesilale?” she
wenl on, “Give me your word thalt you
will render The assistance [ require, and
wo will ab onee escape.  1.el us lose no
fime, ANl Lhis. seems sltrange lo you,
I know: but some day, when you learn
the real reason, yvou will thank me ra-
ther than Lhink il of my presenl ac-
tons,”

Her delerminalion was. 1 saw plainly,
Ihe «nilcome of some lercor which held
her foeHered, and T knew thal, in order
I~ save mysell, I musl give her “e
promise she hod so persislently desived
iy exlrael from me.

Therelfore, with sudden delermination,
prompled mcre by the natural instinst
ol sell-preservation than by any des'ee
les nssist here, T gave her my bond of
secreny,

Again she sighed deeply. as lThough
re-leasced of some oppressive woeighl by
miy words, Then our hasis clz22oed in
nitual trest, and withoul further w e
she led me o the opposti: side of Tho
noisome. cellar inlo which my <oemics
had cast me,

“You shall never regret [his doris.
ion,” she assured me 0 o &lrained
voice, lrembling wilh emolion -"1zever,
never!”

And with a sudden movenent shao
raised my hand and louchel it lighlly
with her dry, fevered lips.

e
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“1

This impulsive action of hers wos as
though she were deeply indebled lo
me 1 stood motionless in wonderienlt,

jul only for an instanl. She left my
side for a moment, and [rom {he sound
thal escaped her lips appeared {o be
slruggling Lo open some means of egress
from i{he place,

“Iremain where you are,” she said,
tand T will relurn lo vou in a moment,
The way oul ig ralher difficull. and ]
shall be campelled to assist you." Her
voice sounded abowe me. as though she
had somehow climbed to lhe roof of
lhe place.

1 heard the drowing of a bell and
they elang of iron, then she climbed
dewn again o where 1 anxiously
awailed her. The river llood had pisen
alarmingly, and was sl entering rap-
idly.

“Come, let me guide you,” she said,

me il 1 carry oul the instructions in

The pliace was a veritable deatlh-trap,

wall. “Lift your fool, so!" and laking
my foot, she placed it in a kind of nar-
row slep in-the rough stone wall, al
lhe same lime placing my hand upon
a piece of iron lhat seemed (o be a large
nail driven into the masonry. “Now
climb very carefully,” she went on.
“you will find the other foolholds il
you seek them.”

Wilthoul hesilation, I raised mysell
from the ground slowly, with infinile
care cominenced lo scale the wall, while
she remained below, wading almost up
to her waislt in waler,

“Take care thal you don'l slrike your
head,” she cried warningly. . “Above
vou is a small hole jusl large ¢nough
for you lo gel through. Be very carve-
ful, and take your time."”

The one hand al liberly 1 slrelched
above my head, and found, as she de-
seribed, & sguare hole in the rool of
the place, and, grasping the slono, 1
ovenfually managed {o escape througli
it finding mysell al last slanding upon
a boarvded floor, '

I feared to move, nol Knowing whal
pitfalls might be there, but [ heard the
vaice of my rescuer [ar below, asking
if T were all righl, and to her replied
in the allirmalive,

- A few moments later she was again
al my side, and by the clang of iron
[ knew (hat the aperlure of {hal fatal
place was closed again, !

[ inquired of her where we were, bul
she anly roplied—

“I've already explained (o vou 1ihal
to seckk lo clucidnte the mystery of these
advenlbures of yours is enlirely useless.
We have promised o each other mutual
[aith., Thal is, in Isell, sufficlenl."”

Then, taking my arm, she hurriedly
led me across lhe room, up some steps,
and along two long passages thal ran
al right angles to each other, until al
length we emerged inlo the sireel.

Where we were 1 had not the slight-
esl idea, T only knew thal’ we were
fesido {he rivertbank, for upon my
cars lhere fell the shrill whistle of a
steam-tug, and [ could distinguish (he
sound of various [aclorias and the run-
ning of steam-cranes.

With her arm linked in mine, and
heedless of the waler dripping from
hee skivls,-bhis unseen woman o whom
[ had promised absolule obedience and
assistance with a view to myself fath-
oming the myslery, led me forward
Lhrough a number of narrow lurnings,
unlit. by the bustle about me I knew
that we musl have reached a main road.

I heard the approaching jingle of o
cable-bell, and the vehizle, at her de-
mand, pulled up at the kerb.

“We must now parl,” she said, in a
lew, carnest voice. “Remembor thal
in this remarkable affair our inlerests
e absolulely idenlical.  Any order
Ihat you receive you will abey wilhou!
secking o discover the why or where-
e ~ad above all, silence to the
pelice,™

"l have promised,” | answered, for
want of something other lo say.

"And whalever may occur in the fu-
lure, recollect that 1.am siill your pro-
leciress, as I have been (o-day. I have
forcadd you to your promise, bul for
thal T ask your forgiveness, because il
i1 essential, if-—" and she paused.

“If what" T inquired, wilh qulck in-
lerest.,

“If the mystery is ever lo be solvel,

“Are you, teo, seeking the truth?”

“Yes.” she responded. “Bul we mus!
rol talk here. The condition of our
ciolhes is allracling atlenlion.”

“1 shall think always of the mysleri-
ous Fdna who refuses all information.’
1 laughed. :

“And 1. loo, shall nol easily forgel
yeu—and all I owe lo you. IFareweil.”

[ler soft bhand grasped mine for an
instant, 1thal same cool hand thal -ad
scolhed my brow. Afterwards she as-
sisted me inlo the cab.

Mo be Conlinued.)
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BAD FLAVORS IN CHEESE, ]

A common cause of bad flavors in
cheese is conlamination of dairy ulen.
sils. I'robably more trouble is caused
I'y unclean utensils than in any olher
way, as milk and its products is a mosl
fuvorable medium for the development
ol all kinds of germ-life, Vessels of all
linds thal come in conlacl with milk
4l once become infecled with bacteria,
They Lecome lodged in the eracks and
crevices and seams of cans, pails, dip-
pores, amd slrainers. [0 these ulensils
are not thoroughly cleansed and scald-
ai immediately aller being used, they
will soon become lilthy and [ou!-smel-
ling, wriles U, J. Kuneman,

Fvery thing coming in conlacl with
mille should be thovoughly washed wilh
hot waler afler being rinsed oul firsl
wilh lukewarm waler, Some washing
preparations should be employed and
a brush instead of a rog should Lo used.
Then they should be scalded and pul
cul in the sun and pure air and lefl
there unlil rvequired again, Ol or
riisly cans or pails shiould not'be used
al- all as many of the worst flavors
come from this source, ‘on account ol
nol being able 1o cleanse themn praper-
1y

Another source of lrouble is Lhe re-
furning of whey in the cans, many of
lhe whey lanks are never cleansed nor
are thev ever emyplied Iromy one ond of
e scason lo the olhier. Consequently
there is a oul smelling mass which is

only aggeravaled by lhe addition of a

Fin‘.l:mg my arm and leading me (o Ihc-tfmsh, lol every day to help to swell and

odd to {he number of undesirable bac-
teria already present. This filthy, reek-
ing stuff is pul inlo the cans and taken
back by the palrons in a greal many
cases as 1 have seen for mysell, it 1s
left in (he cans unlil they are wanted
again, then they are emptied and rinsed
cnt with cold “waler, and -the fresh,
warm milk pul in. This in ils turn
beeomes contaminated. After all s,
some people will expect the malkers o
accepl such milk and make good cheese
from it. If they do nol they get the
blame for il.

Again, perhaps, cerlain bacleria are
present only in one or a lew pairons’
mille. Those are nol destroyed by the
lemperalure employed in the ordinary
process of making. Afler being mixed
with the whole lot of whey in the tank
they become dislribuled through the
milk of all the patrons supplying the
factory. 1f these cans are nol Lhor-
oughly washed at once it will spread
among all |he palrons and in {his way
al: the milk will become conlaminaled
through the medium of lhe whey. The
Lest way to overcome Lhis diflicully is
lo thoroughly waosh {he tank al least
lhree times a week and by scalding
lhe: whey. There are several advant-
ages to be gained by so doing, viz.:
It will increase lhe value of the whey
for feed: there will be a saving in cans
a3 lhey will last longer; they will be
casier o clean as ithe acid conlent is
much less: the fat will nol come lo the
surface, bult will be held ‘in suspen-
sion.

The cans besides being easier to clean
will smell much sweeler. Again, the

chances of contaminating the cans are

less and those flavors which appear (0
crow in sour whey will be provenled
from spreading among the olher pat-
rons. It will take very little more fuel
la heal the whey to about 160 degroos
and the increased value would more
than repay for the cxira expense. The
palrons would be well repayed even
if they had to pay the malker for lhe
differenco which should amount lo not
moro than $1.00 each.

There is ono way at our disposal as
rcgards the improvement ol milk deliv-
ered to fhe faclories, That is by pay-
ing for it by lhe fat system, or fol and
casé’n system. By this system there

is grealer encouragement for a poalrom

ta deliver his milk in a belter condi-
lion, for he knows by so doing he is
going lo gel whal it is worlh, it pays
him for the exira care.

EARLY SHEARING.

To many il may appear unscasonfble

ta write obout sheep shearing, whilo
chilly winds are blowing and heaps of
snow are yel in sighi, but thero are
aenerally seme balmy days in April,
when the rams, the last year's lanibs,
if in good condition, and ewes thal are
pot due 1o lamhb till on-in May, may
be safely shorn, and will be the betler
for it. Nearly all the most successiut
breeders of sheep now make it a rule
tc shear ab least a part. of tho flock In
varch or April, Some of the advant-
ages are lhat sheep -that ave in good
flesh thrive better in the warm days
of spring relieved of their winler coals,
while {he new wool grows rapidly, en-
suring a lLeavier fleece for next year.
Ticks and lice, if present, are more read-
ilv got rid of, and the work is done at
a time when olher farm work is not
pressing.

The objection may be raised that the
difference in the markel price of wash-
¢t and unwashed wool is so greal {hat
lhero may Le a considerable loss from

shearing unwashed. In answer o this,

it may bo said that if the difference is
not more than one third there is lillle
if any loss, as the greater weighl of
the unwashed nearly makes up for the
difference in price. And we claim that
buvers, as a rule. take an unfair ad-
vantage in making the discount greal-
ap than one-lhird, {though the {hrifly
Mockmalker will not hesitate on that ac-
counlt to shear early and unwashed,
knowing from experience that the com-
fort and thrift of his sheep. and the
increased growth of mew Dblood, will
more . than malke up for the apparent
lcss in the sale of. the flecce, and his
flock will make o much beller showing
wilh {heir fuller fleeces in the fall when
sales are principally made, There 19
always somo risk to the health of the
men and the sheep in river washing,
and some risk of loss from the sheep
being cast on their backs in tho warm
spring days while reaching lo bhite at
tormenting ticks, though with proper
irealment, dipping in spring and, fall,
theres should be  practically  no ticks.
While we strongly advocale carly shear-

ing of yvoung sheep in really goad con-

ditvan, we wauld just as strongly ad-
vice against shearing thin young sheep
or breeding ewes early in April, unless
\hev are cither blanketed o kepl in &
warm place for a week or lwo eflor,
Lbul those in good conditizn will not
stffer it kept within elased doors and
free from deafls Tor 2 or 3 days., We
Lave seon sheep shoarn in January ™
Ontavio. and wilth no ill effect, bual of
eanrse they woere kept [or o while in
waitn baspment  slables  aller being
sheipped <0 thelr fleeces. As a rule,
where the sheep are keplt in goad con-
1itien 1he enlive flock may e shorn
welore co'ng o orass, A rainy Jday may-
e ubilized for the purpose af shearing,
and the fleck, lambe and all. dipped for
the deslernelion of icks onoa day when
the land is log wael [or _i;;i;'r;]'“'“_: OO
lionsa, or ollrer wark on the farm,

_.* -

Good doclors know bellér sivhon lhey
vaon an improvement in hefr nationfs.
Some  wonien wanl:dl stap E:r_r-llh!:}*r'
when Lhey have somelhing on the slive
cooking.

]

=

e S
. i
S

NG

R T
e




