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- dmpossible that a womaen

“avhich. revel in crime?

CHAPTER [T1I.—Conlinued.

1.-at last [ound the enirance o lhe
ndjoining room, bul 1ihe door was
closed.” [ tried the handle. 1t was
docked.
Th's sudden check lo my investiga-
tilons caused me to pause, That a wo-
man had been {lrst struck down by o
cowardly blow appearcd evidenl, but
wi her-identity 1 had no knowledge.
The loud agonized shrizk which had
smanaled froin that inner room was,
| fell convinced, that of the fender,
sweel-voiced woman who had admin-
{stered o my wants. Il secmed, now
ihat 1 recollected, as though she had
been seated at the piano when the [atal
blow was struck. The scream and Lhe
eessntion of the music had occurred
simullaneausly,

Yet =20 confused had heon the sounds
of lhat extraordinary {ragedy thal I
slood perplexed, utlerly at a loss how
la acl, _

The fheory impressed ilself upon me
lhat a women was responsible for Lolh
erimes.  There was no dirguising the
fact thalt it wes a woman who had
stocd panting near me, who kad nolse-
léssly lesled me lo asecertain whelher
I could distinguish <objects aboul me,
and who had alferwsards leit the howse.
My Dblindness had, no doubt, saved ny
1ifa,

Before leaving she had for some un-
known reoson locked the communiecal-
ing door and faken the key, Bul upon
the air, alter she had gone, there ling-
eroed thoe sublle fragrance of peau d'
Tspagne, the same perfume usad by
the woman whose cool paim had sooth-
21 my brow. Nevertheless, if seemed
could thus
emunit a double erime s) swiltly and
svith such force as to drive a knife lo
the heart of 2 man and f{ling him back
Lpon me—all in silence, withou't Lhe
itterance of one single word.

It sremed absolulely Incredible. With
my cyes only a void of blackness, this
mysfery was bewildering, and rend-
ered the more lantalizing by my inahil-
¢ty to gaze about me. [ had been pri-
gont at the enactment of o terrible
drama, bul had not wilnessed it, and
pould not, therefore, recognize elther
culprit or victims. _

Aguin [ searched the greal handsome
roam, in order fo rivet all ils delails
tpon my memory., t had three long
windows opening down lo the floor,
vhich showed ihat it wos sitvaled in
he Kack of lhe house, otherwise tlhey
must have openad upon lhe slresf. In
cne corner was o pedestal, whereon
slood a marble bust of a dancing wa-
faan, like those 1 had seen in the seulp-
for's- vt Pisn before the davs of my
tdarkness. There wero {ables, too, wilh
glass tops wherein, I supposed, were
curios and bric-a-brac, and before the

reat firerlace was strelched a tliger-
kin, with the paws prescrved,

While groping 1here, however., my
hand came into contact with something
which [ found was a narrow, Llhree-
cdged knife, so sharp that I cul my
finger while feeling it. N had a cross-
hilt, and the blade was thin and {ri-
angular, tapering to a point, The shape
I knew (o ke Ilalian, one of these Flor-
enline slilettos used long wago in the
Middle Ages, a wound [rom which was
alinost certenin o be fatal, The Ialians.
have long ago brought the use of the
knife to a fine art, and even to-da g,
‘murders hy stabbing are the most usual
pecurrences reported in their newspa-
pers. The blade of this anlique wea-
pon was aboul nine inches long, and
the han:dle velvet-covered and bound
with wire, probably either gold or sil.
ver. The point” woas sharp as a needle,

My first.impulse was lo takic posses-
t'on of it; but, on reflection, I saw that
if 1 did =0 grave suspicion might pos-
sibly fall upon me. I might even be
chargcd with the murder, especially as
I had already in my pocket the dead
man's stud and poncil-case, This
thought caused me to throw down Lhe
slilelito, and, continuing my search, I
at length found the door which gave
egress Lo the place.

[ opened it and slood in [he hall to
fisten, There wa  no sound, The still-
ness of the nigh gremained quile un-
groken. and I Ji¥eved mysell alone
with ‘h: dead. Dy coughing, the echo
cf my voice showed lhal the hall and
ginircase were wide and spacious. Then
it struck me that I had no stick, with-
ciut which [ feared to walk; bul, grop-
ing aboul, I found an umbrella sland,
and took therefrom a stoul thorn, lhe
handle of which scemed smoclh-worn
by leng usage,

What was my best course? Should
I go forlh secrelly, return home and
await the discovery of lhe lerrible al-
dair, which wauld no doubl be fully re-
ported in  those evening newspapers
Or should I wo
out and inform the first conslable |
mel  The latler, I saw, was my duly,
and even $hough I had no desire to mix
mysel{ up in such a mysterious and

pensational aflfair, I .resolved to go at

goce &nd stale all that I heard,
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Whother (he strect door was Sit'l.ll]._li.?il
to r'gat or 1ot 1 knew nol, but Lx'ym;;,:
the right fiest, I found that the df:'n-:trlr
was ab that end of the hall. Openlng
it. 1 passed out, and having clased Il
goain noiselessly went down (he five
wide sleps into the deserted streot.

Thore were jron railings in front of
lhe house, and belors the door was o
birr stone portico. My hands told be
Loth {lese details,

| furned to the lefl, and alier walk-
ine come little distance crossed a roadl
&nt:f kent on down o long road ‘Nhi{:hrt
alihough it did nol appear bo be &
nrain thoroughfare, seemed 1o 1un
straizht as an arrow, For fully a quar
ler of an hour 1 walked -:311'_wﬂhnui.
meeling a soul. The only noisc thal
troke the quist was the dismal howl
of a Jog, and now and then the distant
shrielk and low noar of irains. Sud-tiﬂna
|« 1.found mysell in quite a labyrinth
Al crooked slrects, and afler several
turns emerged into what 1 presumed o
he <ne of the great arteries of Londou.

[ si~od listening. The air was froash,
and it seemed to me thal dawn was
spreading. Afar I could hear Lhe ‘mea-
sured, Teavy tread of a police consiable,
and huiried in his direcbon., As [ did
s~ 1 put out my stick and it ﬁ‘l‘lltﬂ,{,ﬂﬂﬂ?{?
iran railings. A few minutes laler, in
ol haste, 1 overlook the man of heavy
tread. sn:d addressing him, saidi—

“Tall me, p'ease, are you a consiuble?”

“\Well, /1 believe I am,” answered a
rough voice, pleasanily withal. “Dul
can't you wseet” ; _

“Na, unfortunately I can't,” I replied.
“Where am 17" | _

“Ou's’'de the Museum."

“The British Museum?”" [ inquired :in
surprise, .

“Na, The South Kensington.
do you wani to go?”

T want you to come
said.

“With you. What's up?”

“I've been present at a terrble lrag-
cdy,"” 1 Dblurted forth. “Two people
have been murdered.”

“Two people?’ exclaimed the voice,
mquickly interested. © Where?”

“ITn—in a house,” | fallered. for not
unlil that instant did tho appalling
iruthh gecur Lo me. [ had wandered
away [rom the place, and had no idea
of its culward fappearance, or in what

Whore

wilh me," |

road it wase situaled!
“Well, double murders don't often
luke place in the sireel, sonny. But—"

snd the voice hesitated, “\Why, lhere's
bloed on your clothes, I sec!  Tell me
all about it. Where's 101 house?”

“I confess that I've been [colishly
slupid, for I've left it, and I could pever
ind my way back again. I'm Llind,
voll see, and I've no idea of ils exlerior
appearance,”

“Atb any rate you've heen near enough
to 'the affair lo get yourself in a prelly
mess,” the rough voice said, s mewhal
suspiciously. “Surely you have some
idea of where the affair took place?”

The situation was cerlainly the maost
curious in ‘which any man could be
placed, for with only one thought in
my mind, namely to raise the alarm,
I hhd gone forth from the house aof
myslery and failed o mark i, This
negligence of mine might, [ refleeled,
result in the -affair being hushed up
for ever. London is a big place in whiel
ta ssarch for the scene of n murder
upon which my eyes ‘had never gazed,
and. the delails of which I anly lknew
I'y my sense of touch, [Tow many
thousands ©f houses lhere are in the
Wesl End, each with ils smoka-black-
ened porlico and litlle piece of oren
railing.

“No," I responded lo the oflicer's in-
guiry., I was ga lenl upon giving in-
formabion that 1T forgal to place any
mark upon the house by which to know
il again.” '

“Well, I've 'eard a good many funny
slories while I've been on night-duly
in these eighteen years, but your yarn
Is aboul the rummest of the lol,” he
said Dlunlly.

“I only know that the house is a large
ane. very well furnithed, and has a
portico and railings in fronl—a double
house, with hall in the centre, and
reoms on cither side.”

“That don't ‘elp us very much, son-
ny,” the voice vbserved. “Whal's the
good o running after me with a yarn
lilke this il you can’t take me 1o the
spol? To judge from the slale of your
elothes, though. you've been in some
serape or anolher. If your coat was
not coverad with blood ‘as it is, I'd be
inelined to put you down as a chap
wilh a Serew leose.”

“I'm not demented, 1 .tell you,” I eried
warmly. “There’s a lerrible erime heen
cammilled, and 1 have sought your as-
sislance.” -

“And I'd go and have a look fat the
premises wilh you, if you could only
tell me where they are. Bul as you
can'l—we!l, whal are we o ‘do, sonny?”

CHAPTER IV.

| “Take me at once to lhe police-sia-

r

=

tlon“ I said- firmly. "I must make &
slatoment to your ‘inspector on duly.’

“Nol much ,good is it, if you carﬁ

tell us where the affair look place!
quer-ed the man, impertinently.

“It is 'my duty to make the repm‘!,
and the duly of the police to investi-
oate it,” I answered, annoyed, for :it
seemed as though he doubled me.

“That's a nlasty cut on your-hand.”
he remarked. “How did you gel il?”

“ cut myself by accident willk ihe
knife.”

“What knife?”

“The %nife with which (he munders
were tommitted.”

“And what were you doing with il?”
inquired the conslable,-utterly regard-
less of the strict police regulation which
forbids an officer to pubt any such ques-
tions.

“I found it," I replicd.

*Where?” !

“On the floor of the room, while I
was searching aboul.”

The man grunled dubiously. !

I was well aware of the isuspicion
which must fall upon me, for I knew
thers whs blood upon my clothes, and
that my story possessed a dislinct air
of Tmprobability. :

“Who injured your ‘head like thal?”
he asked.

In response, I lold him how, in ¢cross-
ing a road, I-had been knocked down
and rendered insensible by a cab, and
how, an regaining consclousness, 1 hiad
found mysell under the care of some
woman unknown,

He gave vent o @ short harsh laugh,
r.s lhough discrediting my slatements.

“Yau don'l believe me,” I bluried forlh
haslily. “Take me lo your inspeclor,
Wa must lose no lime.”

“Well, you know,"” observed the man,
“your story, you'll admit, is a very ex-
traordinary one. You say thal a ter-
vible affair has happened in a ‘house
somewhere aboul here, _yel you cun'l
direst us lo it. The whole story is s0
curionse that I'm alraid you'll have a
Jifficulty in persuading anvbody lo be-
lleve you,” iy

“If you don’l, somebody clso will,” T
snapped, “Come, lake me 10 the police-
station.”

Thus ordered, the myan rather relucl-
antly ook my @arm, and Qrossing |he
widoe main-road, we traversed a num-
ter of short eraoked thoroughfares

“You don't =eem o very good walker,
misler,” the conslable observel pres-
enbly., 1 see a cab in the distance.
Waould you like to lake il?"

“yos, Call it,” I said, for I [ell very
weak and il afler my lerrible nighl's
ndventure,

A few minutes laler we avere silling
l¢ gether in the hansom, drinving lo-
wiards the sddress he had given, namely,
College DPlace Police Slation.

On Lthe way [ explained to him {he
whole of the facls as far as 1 could
recalle -t them, He Lslened atlentively
Lo m}F curious narrative until 1 had
cancludad, lhen said—

“\WwWell, sir, il's cerlainly a most my--
sterious aflair, and the only [ear 1 lHave
i< thal everybody  will loek upon it
with disbelief. I know what 1 should
jo it I were a gentleman in your place.”’

“What would you do?”

“Well, T should keep my knowledge
Ly myself, say nothing aboulb if, anid
leave Lhe pevelation ©f Lthe <rime le
chane,”

“l am compelled (0 mnke a report of
(1. hecause [ was present ab {he Lrag-
edy,” 1 said. “It B my duty, in the
interests of justico.”

“Of course, that's all very well, [
auile agree that your duty as a cilizen
iz 1o make a slalement to .my inspec-
tor, bul if I may be permitled to say
g5, my privale opinion is, [hat bo pre-
sorve a discreet silence is betfer than
making a fool of one’s sell.”

“von're  coertainly plin-spoken,” 1
said, smiling.

“Oyh, well, you'll ~xeuse me, sir.” the
man said, halfl apologelically. *I mean
ne offence, you know. I only lell you
how I miysell would acl. Nuow, if you
co'd g ve any 1eal informaticn « [ vilue
la dhe delect.ves, there would e some
veasan [or miking the stalement, bul
as yvou can'ty well ycull only give your-
gell no end of boiher f[or nothing.

“Rul surely, man, you «don’t think
thral with the knowledge of this lerrible
affair in my mind I'm going lo prescrve
silenee and sllow the assassin 1o es-
cape, do you?”

el il seems lhat Lhe assassin has
aseaped already, in any case,” the man
inughed, “You take it from me thal
they were a cule lok in thal house, who-
ever lhey were. The waonder is thal
(hey <didn't kill you.”

An exaclly similar thought had cross-
o) mv mind, The drive scemed a long
one, but at length the cab stopped, and
we alighlted,

[ hoard the conveyance turn and go
off. as together we ascended lthe steps
of the station. One thing struck be as
curious, namely, that the air was [illed
with a slrong odar of turpentine.

“ihe slation is o long way from your
beat,” 1 remarked.

wyoes, A Fairish way, but ave're used
o il, and don’t nolice lhe dislance.”

“and Lhis is College Place—is it?”

“yeg,” he responded, conducling me
down a leng passage, The length of
ihe corridor surprised me, and I hu-
morausly remarked:—

“You're nal going lo pul me in the
cells, 1 hape?”

“Searcely,” he laughed. “Bul if we
did the darkness wouldn't trouble you
very much, I fear. Blindness must be
an awiul aMliclion.”

He had scarcely utlered these wards
cre wo ascended a couple of steps and
enlered what seemed to be a spacious
place, the chargeroom of the police

slalion. :
There was lhe sound of heavy {:amp- |
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fmg ovor bare boards, and suddenly

a rather gruff woice inguired:—
“wWell, four-six-eigh!? What is it?"
“Gentleman, sir—wants to report ‘a

tragedy. He's blind, sir.™
“Bring him a chair,” said the inspec-

tor's voice. aulharlalively.
(To be continuad.)
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POINTS OUT MILK

T——

U 8. Surgeon-General Submils Start-
King Report to Congress.

A “Report on milk in its relation 0
public health,” w&s submitled lo Sec-
relary of the Treasury Corlelyou, by
Surgeon-General Waller Wyman of the
l"ublic Heallh Serviee on lhe Untled
Slates, ;

The reporl is the resull of an invesli-
galion ordered by President Raosevell
and conducted by Federal experis under
the direction of Prol. M. I, Rosenad,
o[ the Hvglenic Laboratory, IL is One
of the most thorough studies of the milk
problemn yel produced,

Dr. Wyman declares thal the iqh;n]
milk, drawn from a cow wilh a healiny
udder and preserved from conlamina-
L:on, is nol the milk of commerce, and
he ciles the fact thal samples of mar-
ket milk in New York showed 35,200,-
a0 bacterla to the cubic centimelre,
London, 31,888,000; Washington, 22.-
134,000, and he calls atlenlion to the
evidence preseniad in the report which
iz given as proof that 500 epidemics of
lyiphold fever, scarlel fever and Jdiph-
therla were caused by infecled milk.
He also refers fo the evidence adduced
that 11 per cent. of the samples of
Washinglon milk conlalned (lubercle
germs.

Past Assistant Surgeon-General John
W Trask has tabulated the data of
five hundred opidemiecs thal were de-
finitely traced to the milk supplies, in-
eluding 317 fyphold epldemles. 123 scar-
lel fever, 317 diplheria and seven of
psoeuda-diphtheria, or epidomic sore.
throat.

Dr. Trask- gives figuros fo show lhe
amazing rapidily with  which iyvphaid
and diphtherian germs incraase in milk,
Seventyv-cight tvphoid germs in a cubic
cenfimelre of milk inecreascd in seven
days to #40,000,000, Tn the same lime
thirty-nine Jdiphtheria germs incercased
ba 10,000,000,

Quating [Iealth Commissionsr Dar.
linglon’s statement that the milk sup-
plyaf New York Cily is Jderived [rom
25,000 farme and  shipoed  from 00
ereameries situated in six Slales, Dr.
Lumsden says:

“It is easv tao appresiale how diM-
eult and expensive it would be 0 kecp
ur a suffieiently tharaungh supervision
ot the multiple sources of the cily3s

PrRIL.

milk supply.”
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THE JAPANESE WAY.

Rules for a Mass Aleeling to Protest
Against Iigher Taxes.

The Japanese governing idea hes
somelimes a direelnsgs  of applicalion
which is only cqualled by its simpli-
cily. The same spiril which prompis
a Japanese citizen to build Lhe front
door of his house s low that a pos-
sible burglar could not gel through
it with a bundle of plunder on his hack
leads (he Japanese aflicial to specily
in an emergency just what shall con-
stitule a crime, so that the unruly may
know wiwen he (ransgresses.

A short time ago a new holiday, Con-
slilution Day, was deereed in Japan,
with the idea thal the comman peaple
cottld go along all logether o some
parg and hald exereises in glorificadon
7 the evenl which made Japan nom-
inally a free government, Bul the rest-
less polilicians of Tokio, ever on the
piert o siir up trauble, planned a moan-
sier mass meeling in Hibiva Park o
protest against the alarming increase
in faxalion, instead of to give banzais
for Lhe econslilution,

The police autharitics remamberad the
three <dayvs of street fighling that fol-
lowed the announcament of {the Porls.
mouth peace freaty in the fall of 1903,
On thal occasion all the uproar was
started by Llhe barring of the gales (o
Hibiya Park by police order, and with.
in fhrea hours Lhe house of {he Home
Minister, across the streel, was burned,
and people were being cut down in tho
hraoad avenue facing the park by the
swords of the mounied gendarmes,

Wilh all these circumslances in mind
Lthe police authorities pasled the follow-
ing molice in prominent places about
the eity on the day that the mass meeét-
ing was lo be held:

No arms shall be carried by those
who allend the meeling.

No kerosene oil or matches shall be
carried,

No electric car shall be burnt,

The Diet buildings shall not be de-
sirayed by fire.

No members of the Diet who suppori-
o the lax increase bills shall be as-
saulted.

Happily the police prohibilions speei-
fying whal should conslilute something
more than a nuisance had lheir effect
Thera was no riot,

e R
FILLING.

Scedy Willle (lo bar-Keeper}—'Your
refusal, sir, to  trusl me to a pallry
drink of whiskey fllls me wilh aslonish-
ment and indignalion.”

Bar-keeper—"All right, sir; you can
fill yoursell up wilh astonishment and
indigmalion, and il don't cost you a
copper, but il yvou wanb to fill yourself
wilh whiskey you will hove o pay
cash,”

ON THE FATAL

TEST YOUR SELD.

1f you buy sced of the ;f.a.h! man, de-
mand a guarantee from him of its qua-
lity: then test the seed yourself, and
ind oub if he is telling you the lruth.
Reliable secdsmen will gusraniee LTlE-'i;:.’
seeds, and if they do nol do SO, rl-::n_nt
buy. Also dom’t grumble at ibe price
of guarentecd seced. = : '

One of tho simplest and best methods
of testing tho germinaving power of
seed, is as follows: Secure a plece fil‘t i _
blotting paper, or flannel clolh, mMois- 2 i |
ten and [old logelher, afler placing a
counted number, say 100, of the sced
between the fclds. Put the blotler

=
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teloth o a plate, and cover wilh an-

other inverted plate, and place In. &
warnt room. From 10 to 28 or 30 days
should be sllowed for the lest, dt.:p-md-
ing upon ihe kind of seed. The germim
aled seed should be counted and re-
moved from day to day and al the end
of the sl the perceniage of good seed
may onsily be compuled, Seed may be
lesled in sail, but the germinations are
likely to be from 10 lo 15 per.cent, low-
er than by the foregoing plan. 'The :
clolpr or blolter plan is simple, and -
can he carried on during the cold woa-
ther, and before the busy season opens.

As lo the germinaling power of good
sead, it should not be lower than 75 or
50 per cenl., for the leading grain crops.
The United Slates Deparlmenl of Agri-
culture places the slandard of germin-
alton for clean sced, harvested and pre-
served under favorable conditions, and
nol over one year old, for a numbet
of vegelables and  grains, as follows:
Beans, 90 per cent.; beels, 142 planis
from 100 seed balls; cabbage, 90 per :
cenl.: carrols, 80; cauliflower, 80; cel- £
ory. 60: corn, {fluit and sugar) 87; cu- "
cumker, 87: lettuce, 85; musk mellon, B7; _
onion, 80; parsley, 70; parsnip, 70; peas, )
g3: pumpkin. 87; radish, 90; spinn_ch, : S
g4: squas™, 87; lomatocs, 85; turnips,
oy, and waler melons, 87 per cenl. These
figures are based upon results secured A
in n sun testing apparatus, where Lhe -}
conditions of moisture and temperature
ronld be econtiolled. Under ordinary
melhads the per-centage obleined might ,-
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not run as high, but wauld run suffi- : |

ciently near il o give a good idea of 1

the wvitality of the sead. | - B
Testing your seed is advisable, whe- .

ther yvou buy vour seed or grow il your-
self. Unless the germinaling powei ol S
the seed is known, il is impossible (W0
tell how mueh seed to suw o the acre,
If one is compelled, becuuse of o bad _
crop, to fall back upon sced that i:.'a. b |
aver n year old, the tesling process-is
NeCessitry,

Some recent French lests have shown
thal two year old carrol seed gives lasy

raots than fresh seed, With pumplkins,
sqquashes, melons amd  gherkins, seed :
twa and three years old, proved most a
salisfaclory. In a general way, {here-
fore, it may bo stated thal while fresh
soed  gives Lhe best resulls, there aro
some exceptions, nmore particularly i
the ense of vegelables, Generally speak-
ing, it may be slated that fresh seed
should be used, when it s desired lo.
produce a plant  with a  slrong lenf
growlh, while for plants which il is
dosired should head or fruil well, like

cahbage, melon, cucumber, ete,, il is =
preferable (o use two or lhrees ycars
cld seed.

Bl _ Il

TREATMENT FOR SMUT.

Tho ouly way that smut can be era-
dicated, or lessened, in the grain crop,
is to treal Lhe seed beloro sowing. The
two ireatmenis most generally in usa
for lhis purpose are the formalin and
bluestone methods. The [ormer is gra-
dually replacing the lalter method.
For smul in oals put four ounces of
formalin in'o 12 gallons of waler. Pul
the cals in a plle and sprinklo the liquid
aver them, turning the grain so {hat
all are well welled; let the cals lie for : Y
p short time, and then spread out 0 !
dry. This quanlily of fluid shoull be ' A |
suflicient for treating 25 bushels of seed,

Live,
all the grain is thoroughly moistened
by the solulion, and that the seed is
well dried allerwards.

Sgme recent lests made by Prof, Shulf,
of the Central Experimental Farm,
would indicale Lhat the [ofmalin or : :

prepared unlil just belore it is 0 be _ L
usad., If the solulion is made and ex- %
roscd to lhe air for several days the e
waler in the solution evaporates much
mora quickly than the formaldehyde,
thus leaving it stronger than intended,
and more linble {o injure the grain.
Another treatment, beside ‘Lthe bhine-
stone, is the ho! water {realment. But
Ihis is mare difMicult to manage, en-
tnils more lahor, and is hardly ss ef-
fectivg as the olhers, The formalin
trealment is now considered the simp-
lest, and most  reliable, and can be
handled by any farmer with lillle difll-
eully., Where smut is bad, no sood
<hanld be sown without being (reated, P
and. to be on the sale side, all sceds .%
should be so trealed. ' ; 3
THE METHOD.

“ITe loves me"” or “He loves me nol,* * e
The question greal to selile
The maiden takes a daisy falr
And ampulates each petal.

rerhaps her mind is sel at rest b AN,
And is no longer hazy.

But all wbservers will ngree B
IU's tough upon the daigy, e

leafy plants, and more highly colored

tormaldehyde  solulion, should not ba

This treatment is simple and very eflec- e}
Care should be taken lo see that et




