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CHAPTER XXIIL

Meanwhile Bill Green had reached ihe
road and was hurrying along ii as
quickly as he could go towards the near-
&4 station. For although he had seen

no one in the wilderness he had heard

voices as he crepl along, and more than
once paused lo glance behind him, with
cyes full of fearful caution,

And it was only by chance thal he
esceped so easily, for a few scconds afler
he lefll the house one of the men-ser-
vants, who hed crept around the corner
l:: peap into the windows of the servants’
hall, came back to his post ab the [ool
¢f the balcony sieps.

“Ridiculous nonsense I" ho ejaculated
with a yawn, “as though anyone would
Ireak in in broad daylight.”

He glanced up al the closed door and
emiled contempluously. Lillle he knew
thal someone had broken in and és-
caped, thanks to his slipshod fashion ol
exccubing his dulies. And, in like man-
ner, the men in the wilderness, sharing
the sameo views, had foregatheréd al a
space opening inlo the slable yard, thus
lﬂivlng the way clear for Bill

Wo can see any one creep along, I
bel,” said one. “Not that I think any
man fool enough bto try it on. Bul [
ain't going to lkick my heels up in this
here wood for molhing., It easts her
nerves for her to think we're on the
walch; but as it ain't necessary we need-
n'l do it.”

“Right y'are, George. We'll have our
smoke here, and then we'll siroll along,
promiscuous likeé, Females are nervous
by flls and slarts. But there's two ways
of pampering such feelings.”

For Eileen had not said enough (o
reuse their fears, and, through her reli-
cence on the subject succeeded only iIn
making them shrug their shoulders men-
tally and put her orders down lo ner-
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Therelfore, Bill, who had made all his
plans with the skill of an experienced
burglar, caught the mail-lrein and
}*Eﬂﬂhﬂd his quarters in London at night-

all,

Helty, who sat sewing by lhe table,
lcoked up as he enlered the room.

“Well,” she asked, “have you becn

[{e grunted inaudibly, and, silling
down, began to allack the ready meal
she had spread at the other end of Lhe
{able.

“It depends whal you call luck,” ho
multered at last, his eyes on hers.

“Oh, DBill,” she exclaimed reproach-
fully, “you know what I mean. The
question thal’s never oul of my mind is
—Where is Sunbeam? Is she living or
dead?”

[is eves dropped 1o his plale, and he
munched on in silence. She sighed and
trrned ‘to her work. It was evident thal
he knew nothing more, that the longing
to find her darling would nol yel be ap-
peased. ]

Her lears dropped silenlly on to her
werk.,  Bill, glancing ab her furiively,
ghrugged his shoulders and laughed.

syou're a fool, Het, to worry like Lhat.
The girl don't care for you enough o
put you ai ease about her. we've warms-
od o serpent in our breasts, iU's o turnin’
rcund 10 sting us now."”

ghe started and raised her head.
Though her face slill retained ils com-
liness. all the laughter had died oul of
it, and therc was a look of intensc mis-
ery upon it,

#“What do you mean, Bill? [Have you
t.eard something 7" she fallered eagerly.

“yes, I 'ave. Whal's more, I've seen
Sunbeam. She's all right, so don't sni-
vel. She don't care for us., Tor all I
inow she's betrayed me—her father, you
know—lo—"

«pill| Bill!" she cried, half rvising
from her chair. “So you know whero
che is? And you—oh, tell me now, at
once. Don't torlure me I”

«ahe's in clover—and she's so mighty
good that, as 1 say, she's betrayed meo
by ncw. Likely as not the perlice will
e here soon, an' .

¢1 don't believe i, Sunbeam is irue,
Though you've driven her out inlo ihe
world by your conduct to her, she'll die
before she injures you. Bub tell me
svhere she is that I may felch her—my
pcor lonely lamb.”

Bill sneered, and throwing back his
head, laughed grufily.

“She's in a lerrible way—poor lamb,
alone in a wicked world, wallowing in
the luxuries of the rich, under the
mothérly wing of Lady Cruse.”

Hetty fell back in her chair, gasping.

“pill—is it true? You're not joking,
Gill 7' she stammersad.

“wWhy should I lie?
An' so is this.)”

He laid a leather case upon her knees,
Stooping over it she carcfully opened it
wilth trembling fingers, then checked a
cry and glanced up atb him with inquir-
ing, [rightened cyes.

@A pa those the pearls—thal elong lo—
{hcse you meant?’ she whispered in
awestiruck lones.

“yes, Lady Cruse's. But for Sun-
beam I should have had moren that—
other things as good, diamonds and
such like. But for Sunbeam we might
have left England for good an' all—
ibough lhese will be of some—"

She nad risen to her feet and leaned
towards him imploringly, exclaiming :

“Oh, Bill, you'll be caught, as sure as
ydve stand here. Hide them, take them

It's {rue enough.
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away—and tako me 0 Sunbeam, or lell
me where sha is. She won’ &

fie - scowled and interrupted her im-
paliently.

“I've told you. She's with Lady Cruse.
Surely you won't go there? Listen, 1'll
teil you all, only jolly quick, for T've
work to do to-night.”

And he plunged into his tale, sho lis-
{ening, open-mouthed, wiping away
sitenl tear from time to time.

“ppo  you Lhink they know all wo
Iknow?" she fearfully asked as he finish-
ed. and pushing back his chair, 1osc
with {he pearls in his hand.

“ahe don't, at all evenis. So I beb lhey
only suspects. DBut, there, I can't say

nething. Desides I was oo busy—"

“Oh, why did you go in afler all
she moaned. “For perhaps she may bo
blamed. She won't belray you, Bill; of
(hat I'm sure. DBubl when you heard
someone coming, and left her there with
thega things, what do you suppose she
dil 7

wTald the truih, no doubl,” he reiort-
¢l wilh o sncer.

She shook her head.

“No—not she. If she said anything il
was nothing about you. Sunbeam ain't
n sneak. DBub depend upon ii, theyll
plame her. Finding her with all those

things and unable lo say anything,
whal musbt they think? II they just

krow shes your child and no alher's,
what must they believe? Oh, Bill, you've
drawn more {rouble upon her. \Whal
can we do 7"

“Do I" he exclaimed roughly,” save our
own skin of course, I they krow all,
things won't be easy for youn me. It
sinnds o reason thal they know wino she
is, too. Flse how comed she there? The
world ain't full of miracles mow if ib
ever was, out of womens' silly heads.
vou bel Sir Ralph warn't as siumple a4s
he made out. He gent her lo Lady Cruse,
though how I managed lo miss her 1
dunno, for I watched enough when fivst
[ came up. However, I ain't a-goin' 10
werry aboub that. We'll lay low, thal's
all, for a time. Depéend upon it she will
make them treal us right if whal you
say about her lovin' us is true. But
(halt] take time, in course.”

“But theyll still accuse her, Bill." she
exclaimed, her lips a-quiver. They'll
thing she has learnt to be dishonest all
these years, they won't believe she's as
innocent as the lamb unborn., They'll
blame her sur: as sure. Only they'll
hush it up as the only missing things
belong 1o Lady Cruse. SheTl do thal.
But for all that, Sunbeam will have a
Lad lime—and il's you, what loved her
s3, who's broughl her to such sorrow.
Bill. Bill, I didn't think you'd hawve s
hard a heart towards the lithlo lass you
loved."

He flung her aside angrily and mede
for the door.

“Curse you
growled.

“But, Bill,” she pleaded, “we can yel
savo her from that, Tell me where il
was and where I shall [ind her.”

Bul the door banging noisily was har
sole reply. With a sob she huried her
face in her hands and gave hersell up
L her grief.

For her darling was, perhaps, in
grealer lrouble than she had imagined
pessible, and she could not save her,
since the salvation of one of the lwo she
loved, meant the cerlain desiruclion of
the other. Whal could she do if Sun-
beam were really in the plighl she pic-
tured ?

If only she could see Mr. Sinclair, he
might help her, and yet how would thal
be - possible, unless she belrayed Bill?
No.- She was a wretched woman, for
her hands were tied, and for Bill's sake
she must leave Sunbeam o bear her
roubles alone,

But, to do him juslice, until she sug-
cested it, that same thought had nol

wilh your croakin’,” he

entered DBill's mind, and despile his
anger and seeming indilfcrence his
heart filled with forebodings. Though

Sunbeam had ireated him badly, he did
not . wanl her lo sulfer to that extent.
And yef, what could he do? Even if he
relurned the pearls, which would be
folly, that would not clear her of the
suspicion of dishonesty if il had fallen
upon her. He mighl, of course, confess
all, and thus put himself straight inlo
the lion's mouth. He mighl—but then
Sunbeam was not worth that now,
Years ago, when her baby hands tugged
at his heart he might have acted the sofb
idiot, but now it would be ridiculous to
endanger himself lo that exlent. Ie re-
membered how pleased he had fell to see
her suddenly before him in the wilder-
ness:  with  what joy  his heart had
bounded as his eyes [ell upon her slar-
tled face: joy that he had crushed with
cupidity and deceplion,

He felt her soft lips upon his cheek,
her arms around his neck. Yes, she
loved him, perhaps loved him enough
lo bear the punishment for his sins, un-
flinchingly—could they have blamed her
fe.r the thefl?

e paused, a scowl upon his face, and
lcoked up the narrow couriyard he had
ortered, Then turned into a darkened
house, sloughing guiltily around the
door.

Afler all why should ‘he do anylhing?
Sunbeam was nothing to him now. She
had taken herself out of his life. Bul,

for all that, he _
his mind, the sound of her voice from
his ears,, or he might, In a weak mo-
ment, injure himself irreparably for her
salke.

Genileman Dan met him at a room
door and led him in silenily. Then faced
him with burning eyes.

wywell 7' he asked, his voice thickly
enger. .

“pad luck,” replied Bill, showing the
pearls, his tongue stuck in his cheek.

“you call that bad luck 7 gjaculated
the other. “Why, they're worth a for-
ttnoi Show the others.”

¢None | That's the bad luelk, I was
interrupted. Bub it ain't worlh while
trying there again. Besides, I know a
better job.”

“phi And Sunbeam ? Iave you found
her yet?' demanded Dan, weighing lhe
heavy pearl rope in his hand as he put
thiee- quesiion.

“Np. Curse her. And don't want fo."
multered Bill. “I'll not trouble about her
any more. Let her go, I say.”

éphen you're sure to [ind her if you
give up looking, and thon I'll have my
say, Bill Green, remember that. Neither
you nor Sunbeam will fool me, &0
there,” replied Dan quietly, his eyes on
Rill's sullen face,

CHAPTER XXIV.

«sunbeam a lhief | I annol belleve it.
Surely you do nol mean it, Eileen 1" ex-
claimed. Lady Cruse, glancing appedl-
ingly at her young hostess and ihe
group of serious faces around her.
“Surely there is some terrible mistakel”
[ileen shrugged her shoulders.

] wish 1 could think so " she replied.
“[ assure you nothing would give me
grealer pleasure. pBut there, I have iold
you all, also how your maid lold me
(hat your pearls were missing. [ my-
self found Sunbeam In your rocm with
lhese other things you all nave TCCOv-
ercd. . That you should be the chief vic-
im secns strange, bul easily explained
nevertheless.”

4] cannot believe il)" reiterated Lady
Cruse, her face full of despair. “Surely
sunbeam can explain her presence in
my rosm. Perhaps—"

“she told some senseless slory aboul
cirding the things, then, contradicling
herself, said o man had dropped then.
I,.deed, I am mos. sOITy about the whole
afinir. But such things have been known
l~ happen—where pretly girls have &£n-

tered houzes in like fashion with the
samo result. I feel wrelched alboub your
arls, Lady Cruse, but, nevertheless,

hepeful thal they will be found.”

¢Their fale docs not lrouble me S0
mmuch as Sunbeam’s. Poor child! 1
must sco her now, at once, o reassurc
her, and hear her lale, Surely you noneé
of vou believe she is guilly ¢ Eileen 13
over zoalous in the malter. Knowing tho
girl as you do, can you, for insiance,
Lelieve it, Adele?”

Lady Larkin loolked serious,

“[1ardly,” she repl ied; “and yet Eileen's
tale is so strange! Whal was Sunbeam
doing with all our jewellery ¥ Also we
know that the child's history is pecu-
liar, that her idea of right and wrong
rmay nob tally with our own. It #s hard to
believe thab she had anything to do wiih
the theft, and yeb we have the prool—
frem what LEileen says.”

The olhers, who already in that short
time since their relurn had heard 1he
entlire narrative and a greal deal akout
Sunbeam’s past, nodded at one anothel,
murmuring—-"

ajp seems inconceivable | And yeb with
her aniecedents what could one expect T

Lady Cruse, hearing, turned away wilh
q gleam of anger in her usually genlle
[ace. Was she ihe only one who would
believe in the child and uphold her?
The sorrow at her greal loss—for Lhe

pearls were indeed valuable—was for-
collen in her sOrrow for Sunkeam. She

kpew Lhal, bencath suspicion, even wilh
ho* belief in her, lhe girl would droop
like a dying flower,

Al that moment her gaze feil on Dun-
can, who had jusl en tered Lhe room and
stood silenlly corsemplaling the [aces
before him. Her heart } anded wilh re-
licf. Duncan was Sun § in's [riend. [e
weould help to clear hilf name. Bul as
she opened her lips lo eall him to her
side he moved closer Lo Eileen, saying—

“[ sannolb believe this ridiculous story.
cither, Eileen. Wil you have Sunbeam
i, and allow her 10 tell us her version?”

Fileen colored vividly and dropped her
eyes from lus,

«1 gam afraid I cannol,” she murmured.

“Why not?" he demanded in a tong ol
syrprise. “Surcly you do not think ihe
ordeal would be too greab for her—or
you would not refuse lo allow hor Lo
olear hersell of a vile suspicion? Tor I,
although [ know everything aboulb her
parents, would as sdon believe myself
guiliy as Sunbeam.” Sl

She {linched, reising flaming €yes lo
his.

enoveriheloss you will
are  wrong. Olhers
thought so, since——"

ung one will who knows her,” he in-
terrupled warmly. “\We are all ready (o
help her tell her story. Eileen, I will
ring, end—" :

“[t js mo good you ringing, for. Sun-
peam is not tn the house,” she exclaimed,
qs he stepped towards the bell,

"Not in lhe house ! he exclaimed, his
hand dropping heavily to his side.

“Not in the house!” ejnculaled Lady
Cruse. :

wywhal do you medan, Eileen 7

“] told you she wis under suspicion.
she has been arrested—the constable
took her away "

A low whisper crepl around the room.
puncan swallowed an .angry excloma-
ticn, Lady Cruse seized Lileen's arm
and forced her to mecl her €yes.

“you mean she has gone to prison—
you sent her there—for stealing my
pearls,” she murmured.

Eileen bowed her head. Her sliff lips
refused to move, the scorn in her friend's
face shrivelled her soul.

“[as she gone lo prison?” conlinued
Lady Cruse,

oyes" fallered Eileen, gaining cour-
aoe 45 she saw sympathy in ong ar lwo

find thal you
have evidently

must get her face out of [

| had to send for the police, and, of |
ccurse, they Insisted on {aking her

away.." j
1 should not have believed you could

be so cruel, Eileen," sighed Lady Cruse,
drawing her hand away, and lurning I
Duncan. -

(To be continued,.
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ON THE FARN.

INSPECT PESTS AND DISEASES.

In a series of health hints to the
poullry keeper Dr. {ary says:

Chicken mites are lhe mosl commaon
pesls i nests and houscs. Cleanliness
is the best means of prevenling Lheir
multiplication. They develop Lest in
filthy nests and in cracks and under
boards in chicken houses. Clean the
houvse (move it if porlable) and then
spray the houses with kerosene oil
emulsion. 1f possible apply far in
cracks and under roosting boards and
this will calch many that escaped the
spray. Clean and spray tihe infested
house, dip the infested chickens in
weak lerosene oil emulsion, or a 2 10
4 per cent, creolin solution. Never dip
chickens in a poorly mixed Xkerosend
solution. It will blister the skin. I
the kerosene is not ihoroughly emulsi-
ficd. Copper sulphale solution, il ap-
plied hot (lo roosls, walls, ele) will kill
mites. It should nol be applied on (he
chickens.

The following directions are given for
the preparalion of the kerasene eIl
sion and copper sulphale solulion necd-
ol for the (reaiment recommended.

Kerosene  Emulsion.—Dissclve  ono-
half pound of hard soap in one gallon
af hol water, add two gallons of kero-
sena and slir or churn until a milky
mixlure (or emulsion) 1is formed; now
add eight to ten gallons of waler, slir
o1 mix wilh a spray pump, or keep the
first emulsion of soap, waler and kero-
sene and use as much of it as you Jde-
sire after diluting wilh eight or fen
parts of waler,

Copper Sulphate  Solution.—Dissolve
four to six pounds cf copper sulphaie
(bluestone) in twenly lo filly gallons of

waler., Spray this over dusicd oOr
cleaned boards, walls, nesls of ather
places. When dry or ithe next day,

whilewash or spray with brush, II ap-
plied hot this copper sulphate solulion
will kill mites.

Whitewash Is used lo a large extent
in conneclion wilh pouliry houses.
and is an efficient means of filling smali
cracks and meking smoolh surlaces
which cannot harbor vermin, A eX-
celienl wash for lhis purpose is the £o-
called government whilewash, which is
prepared as follows:

Falf o bushel of unslacked lime,
sincled wilth warm waicr, Cover ii
during the process lo keep lhe sicam,
sirain the liguid through a fine sieve
rr slrainer. Add a peck of salt previ-
cusly well dissolved in warm waler.
(hree pounds of ground rice Loiled lo
a Lhin paste, and slir in Loiling hot a
half pound of powdered Spanish whil-
ening (plaster of Paris) and a pound of
clue which has been previously dis-
solved over o slow fire, and add five
catlons of hol waler to a mixture.
Slir well and let it stand for a few
days. Cover up from dirl. It should
e put on hol. One pinl of the mix-
lure will cover a square yard if pro-
perly applied. Small brushes are best,
There is nolhing Lhat compares wiih il
for oulside or inside work, and it ra-
iains its brilliancy [or many ycars.
Coloring may be pul into it and made
of any shade. Spanish brown, yellow
or common clay. To it may be added
lwo pints of carbolic acid which will
make it a disinfecltant.

Il often causes hens to slop laying
W anove them any distance Betles
rot do it if you can help ib.

One day's neglect and the hens will
foel. Two, and the flock begins to gel
the dumps. Three or four and you will
fecl it, and feel it where it hurls—in
lhe nest boX.

If you haven't been very particular
I¢ feed your hens regularly, begin now
and see whal a difference it will make
with your prolils beiore another year
rolls round.

Give the heavy meal al night.

FEMININE DAIRY WISDOM.

It is lo Lhe interest of every farmer
and dairyman to produce nol only
clean milk, bui the grealest possible
quanlity of rich milk [rom his lLerd.

Each cow has her own peculiaritics,
and she muslt be closely siudied and so
managed that she will yield her best.

If a cow suddenly [falls off in the
qu- fily of milk, you may be sure there
is somelthing very wrong with her sur-
rcundings or her heallh, FFind the
cause, and remove it al once.

If she is sick, remove her at once 10
the hospilal stull, which should bLe in
2 building by itsell,

The cow giving milk wanls more
food than the dry one by her slde,
Still, some men feed all alike, Usa
common-sense, and feed each individu-
a' cow according lo her nocds.

Clean mangers ave a sure sign of
a good appetite, \Walch this,

When cows nose iheir hay over, lhe
Lay is peor or ihe cows are [ed loo
much, ar ¢lse they arve sick. Find the
cause and act accordingly.

Never lie a cow's legs il it can pos-
sibly Le avoided, and in most cases it
can.

The kilehen is nol the place for sel-

ol the others' fooes, “I had to let heor go, | butber can rot be

line Lhe milk or créanl. Cooad Navoraed

are odors from cooking and o%2T SOUTLY
¢s, which are sure 0 abound in. an
ordinary kilchen. Fix up some 1iLLl_+3
place for the milk and cream where it
can be handled in pure, sweel air, if
vou wish to mako any profit grom your
dairy. ‘

A cow will not give down her milk
freely to a milker she dislikes, or 13
afraid of, nor will the milk conlain sa
large an amount of fab

A WARM BARHN.

Dairy cows always appreciale a warm
Lbarn in winter as they have a Lhin coat
ol hair and a thin hide, wilh a rather
poor circulation of blood Lo the oulside
of the ody. They are unable o stand .
the cold Dbreczes that the beef stecer can.
sland and thrive under. A barn need
not be expensive, bul it should be warm
ernough so (hat tho animal heal will
keep waler from {reezing.

In order lo make the call grow up
inlo a valuable cow 1t must have &
great (eal of afiention during the
growing period. The seleclion of feed,
the amount and {ime and manner of
teading has more o do with ils milking
qualities in after life than the broeding.
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GIFTS NOT TO BE ACCEPTTD.

—_—

Why Princos of India are Saie in Of-
fering Jewels to Brifish Olficers.

There is a curious custom ab e
suurks of he Indian princes. When &
British oflicer or a physician calls up-
or. a rajah he is shown into lhe recep-
ion or throne room, where sits the ra-
iah surrounded by ine greal stale of-
icers.  After the exchange of the usu-
al -salulations one of the oflicers brings
in a tray on which are displayed jew-
als and golden ornuoments sludded wilh
valuable stones, perhaps worth £50,
460 or mora, says London Tit-Bils.
~The trayful of valuables is supposed
A be a present from the rajah to nis
visitors, and it is offered first 1o the
csenileman, who inclines his head,
ouches the edge of lhe tray with ihe
tips of his fingers, and il is then passed
gver lo line lady who invariably ac-
companies the Brilish officer, if he is
married, on such occasions. She fol-
ows the example of her husband, and
the tray and ils contents are then re-
urned o the jewel room,

In licu of the unaccepled jewels a long
necklace of tinsel, of lillle value, Is
placéd around lhe neck of ecach, where
it remains during their stay within the
palace, There i3 & very siricl law
against any Drilish officer accepbing
any gift from a native prince,

aven when 4 doctor may have per-
armed some serious operalion upon a
rajah, wha Leing graleful, wishes Lo
cive—exelusive of a money fee, vary-
ing from £200 o £1,000, according Lo
the ireration. performed—a present of
+ shawl, golden cup or some SimileT
valuable, ilne dector musl oblain Spe-
cial permission from ‘the Viceroy be-
rore he dare accepl lhe presant.

If any officer accepis a gift of any
value wilthoul such permission he may
nave o resign. This rule was mado
beeaus2 in (he old days, when the East
mdia Company governed India, an of-
ficer's pickings and the presents, oflen
exlorted from Lhe rajah, were worlh
mueh more to him than his salary.
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Valualie for Military Purposes, {f1a
Dutch Government ias Discovere LI

Ta {he casunl observer viewing a
Duteh landscape there is nothing o ar-
o5l the atlention in the fact thal pos-
sibly one or more oub of a dozen wind-
mills in sight are to all appearances
simply standing idle while Lhe olhers
continue their never cnding lask.

If one walches lhe sails of the idls
mills closely it may perhaps Le nolic
el that they move slighlly [rom lima
5 time and then remain for a while
2 o different angle. Ii this is so lha
miller is In all probability engaged in
holding a conversation wilh the pra-
prietor of the mill, which may be miles
away, in facl posdibly barely visible
an lhe horizon.

Quile recenily -the Duleh Government
carricd on a serles of experimenls in
order to ascertain the value of wind-
mill signalling for mililary purposes,
and were surprised lo find that com-
munication could readily ke eslablisned
with far distant centres ond thal con-
fidentinl messages could be senk on
from one mill to anolher and so for-
wardedi throughout the length and
breadth of Holland in  an ineredi ly
short time by means of sccret codes
krown only to lhe millers lhemselves.

These codes have been handed down
from generalion to generation and jea-
lcusly guarded from oulsiders with all
lhe inlense conservatism [or which the
provineial Duteh are proverkial. Apart,
hewever, [rom these secrel codes, un-
derslood only by lhe millers and lacal
cgroups of mill oOWnRers, there exisls a
cerips of windmill signals with which

every one of the inhabilanis of the
counley disiricts is familiar.
AL limes, for insiance, a mil may

gtop working cuddenly and the miller
v seen 1o come oul and wilh ihe aid
of a long pole wilh an ran hook al
(he end like a gigantic boalhook reach
up and drag down the descending sail
until Lhe arms assume a certein [0Si-
ton. Every ane  Knows immadinlely
(hat some aceident has happened bo the
waoden maehinery of the mill nnid Lhake
lhe serviees of lhe local carpenler are
required,
u_t: T,

Every eonvicl, however poar. ¢an nf-

ford a watch and chain. :

One way of learning 4 airl's [mi's is

made swhere 1here

|to praise her @ her friends.




