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CHAPTER XLIL

Elizabeth’s feeble tap at Byng's door
is it7lantly answered by lhe nurse,
who, opening it smilingly lo admil her,
the mnext moment, evidenlly in accor-
dance wilh dircclions received, passes
ozl herself and shuls it behind her.
Ehzabeth, deprived of the chaperonage
0. her cap and apron, and lefl stranded
upon the threshold, has no resource bul
10 cross the floor as steadily as a most
trembling pair of legs will let her,

The room is a square ons, two of ils
thick walls pierced by Moorish windows.
Drawn up lo one of those windows—
the one through which Jim had caught
his first glimpse of Elizabketh on the night
of his. arrival—is lhe sick man's sola.
Al lhe side of thal sofa his visilor has,
all too soon, arrived. She had prepared
a lillle set speech lo deliver at once—a
speech which will give lhe keynole lo
the afller-interview : but, alas! every
word of it has gone oul of her head.
Unable 1o articulate a sylluble, she
slands beside him, and if anyone is 0
give the keynote, il must be he,

“This is very, very good of you. It
seems a shame lo ask you lo come here,
wilh all this horrid paraphernalia of
physic about; but I really coulll not
wait until they let me be moved inlo
another room.”

“She has not yvel dared lo lift her eves
to his face, in terror lest the sight of the
change in il shall oversel her moslk un-
sure composure. Already, indeed, she
has greedily asked and oblained every
detail of the alleralion wroughl in him.
She knows thal his head is shaved, thal
his features are sharp, and thal nis voice
iz faint; and, when as he ceases speak-
ing, she at last wins resolulion enough
to look at him, she sees that she has
been told the truth. His head is shaven,
his nose is as sharp as a pen, and his
voice is faint. She has been lold all
this; but what is there that she has
nct been told? What is his voice be-
sides faint?

“Will not vou sjt down? It seems
maonsirous that I should be lying here
letling you wait upon yourself. Will
you lry that one ?” poinling lo the chair
which is figuring at the same moment
in Jim's tormented fancy. “I am alraid
vou will nol [ind it very comforlable.
I have not tried il yet, but il looks as
hard as a hoard.”

She sits down meekly as he bids her,
glad to be no longer obliged to depend
ujpon her shaky limbs and answers |

“Thank you; il is quite comforlahle.”

“Waould nol it be betler if you had a
cushion 7'—looking all around lhe room
fcr one.

tlis voice is courleous, tender almosl,
in ils solicilude fcr her ease. Bul is she
asleep or awake? Can this be the same
voice that poured the frenzy of its
heart-rending adjuralions inlo her car
scarce a monlh ago? Can this long,
ccol, white sainl—he looks somewhal
like a young saint in his emaciation and
I:is scull-cap—he the stammering maniac
who, when last®*she saw him, crashed
down nigh dead at her feet, slain by
{hree waords from her mouth?

At the stupefaction engendered by
¥hose queslions, her own brain scems
ifurning, but she Ieebly (ries to recover
hersell,

“l—I am so glad you are beller.”

“T'hank you so much. Yes it is nice;
nice lo be

“iNob burnt wilh thirsling,
Nor with hot lingers, nor wilh temples
bursling.’ y

De you remember IKcats?”

After all, there is something of the
original Byng left, and the ghost of his
old spouting voice in which he reciles
iha above couplel gives her back a

realer measure of composure ihan
conld almost anything else,

“It is nice, only one would like o be
able to jump, not ‘the life to come—ha !
ha '—bul lhe convalescence lo come. My
mother is even more impatient than 1
am. She has made up her mind thalt we
are 1o be off in three days, even il 1 am
ceryied on board on a shuller.”

She can see now that he is very much
embarrassed—-thatl his luency is but the
uneasy cover of some emolion— and the

discovery enables her yeb further lo re-

gain possession of herself,

“1 should think,” she says in her geniie
veice, “that you would be very glad to
got out of this room where—where you
have sullered so much.”

“Well, yes; one does grow a  lillle
fired of secing

“Ihe easement slowly grow a glim-
mering square !

bul'—with a rather forced laugh—"ai
least, I have had ecause lo be thankiul
{hat there is uo wall-paper o count the
pattern of. T hava blessed the while wall
for ils fealureless face.”

She moves a litlle in her chair, as il
tc assure herself that she is really
awake. That stupelaction is beginning
to numb her again—that hazy fecling
that this is nol Byng al all, this polite in-
valid, making such civil conversation for
her: thiz is somebody ¢lse,

*“But I must not lire mysell out belore
I have said wha! ¥ want to say lo you,”
Lhe coiniinues, his mpbarrassment percep-
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tikly deepening, while his lransparent
hand fidgets uneasily with the border of
{hi coverlet thrown over him, “or'—
laughing again—"1 shall have that
lyrant of a nurse down upon Ine, and—
and 1 do wish—I have wished so much—
52 unspeakably—to see you, o spealt o
FGLI-H :

She sits immaovable, listening, while a
ray of somelhing—can ii be hope? why
should it be hope?—darls across her
hearl. After all, this may e Byng—her
Byng; lhis sirange new manner may he
only the garment in which sickness has
dressed his passion—a worn-ouk garment
sgon lo drop away from him mn rags and
telters, and in which cannol she already
discern the first renl?  Aller all, she
may have need for her armor—that ar-
mor which, so far, has seemed 80 pili-
fully needless.

“] knew ihal it would he no use asli-
ing leave lo send for you any soaner |
{hey would have low me I was not up
lc il—would have put me off with some
excuse ; so 1 kept a 'still sough,” Do you
know (hat I never menlioned your name
until to-day 7 Bul it has been hard waork,
[ can lell you; for lhe last lwo days 1
have scarcely been able to bear it, 1
have so hungered Lo sce you.”

Her eyelids lremble, and she insline-
tively puts up her hand lo cover her Lell-

| lale mouth. Surely this is lhe old lan-

guage. Surely there js, al all {wenls,‘n.
snaleh of it in his last words; and again
lhat prick of illogical joy quickens the
beals of her fainling heart, lhough she
iries lo chide it away, asking hersell
why she should be in any measurc glad
thal the love which she has come herc
for no olher purpose than lo renounce
glil' lives and slirs. _

“You may think 1 am exaggeraling,
Lut in point of fack I cannot by any €X-
pression less slrong than the gnaw of
downright hunger convey the longing 1
have had lo see you.” ;

Ile pauses wilh a momentary failure of
h:s slill feebhle powers.

She calches her breath. Now is {he
lime for her lo slrike in, fo arrest him
before he has lime to say anything
more definile . Now is the lime for her
te, fulfil her promise, her inhuman pro-
mise, which yet never for one inslanl
clrikes her as anylhing bul irrevocably
binding. Does. he see her inleniion, that
he plunges, in order lo anlicipale it,
inle so hurried a resumplion of his in-
terrupled sondence?

“To see you in order lo bheg—lo sup-
plicale you lo forgive me for my conducs
o you.”

She gives an almosht imperceplible
slort. This ending is nol what she had
expecied, not the one lo defend hersell
against which she has been [fasiening
on her buckler and grasping her shield.
The words Lhal il demands in answer
are nobt Lthose with which she has been
furnishing herself, and it is a moment or

lwo before she.can supply hersell wilh
olhers. Ile must be referring, ol
course, lo his last meeling wilh her—
thal one so violently broken ofl by the
calaslrophe of his collapse,

“I do nol know what I am lo forgive,”
sh+ says, hall bewildered. “You were
r.ct accountable for your aclions. You
were too ill o know whal you were do-
ing.”

“Oh, you think I am alluding to that
last i{ime,” cries he, precipitately cor-
recling her, “No, no; you are righl.
I was not accounlable then. You might
as well have reasoned wilh a wild beast
out of a menagerie. 1 was a perfect
LGedlamile |hen. No"—going on very
rapidly, as if in desperate anxiely 1o
make her comprehend with lhe leasl
possible delay—"whal 1 am asking you
—asking you on my knees—lo forgive
me, for, is my whole conduct lo you
from the beginning.” s

The two while™ faces are looking
breathlessly inlo each other, and though
of lake he has been lussling wilh dealh
on a bed, and she has been  walking

‘about, and plying her embroidery, and-

dining at a public table, hers is far the
whiler of the two. It must be the un-
wenled exerlion of lalking so  much
Ilhal makes him bring out his nexl
specch in jerks and gasps.

“1 foreced my acquaintance upon y<4
al the very beginning; 1 walched you
likke a deleclive; [ besel yvou wherever
vou wentb; I pestered you wilh my vis-
its, Jim always told me thal it was nol
lhe conduct of a gentleman, but T would
not believe him—not even when”—how
diflicult it is ! he linds it almost as hard
work as his mother had done upon the
Mole—"nal even when, by my impor-
lunities, I had driven wyou away—
obliged you lo rush away almost by
night from a place you liked—a place
vou were Fappy in—lo escape me.  And
1 have no excuse fo ofler you—none;
unless, indeed, as I somelimes think, my
mind was olf ils balance even ifhen. 1
express mysell wrelchedly "—in a lone
of real dislress—"bul you will overlook
that, will not you ? You will—will
understand awhal I mean

She makes an assenting molion with
Ier head. At this moment she cannol
speak : she will be able o do so again
directly, bul:she must have jusl a minute
cr lwo, Yel she musl not leave him [or
an inslant in doubl that shie understands
him. Oh. ves, she understands him—
wndersiands that he is apologizing [or

having ever loved her; thal he is awk-

wardly Ilrying to draw the manile of
insanily over even the Vallombrosan
weod., 1t is true that he does it wilh
every sign of discomfort and pain; and
he looks away from her, as Mrs. Byng,
loo, had found it pleasanter to do.

“Do you remember whal Schiller said
when he was dying? ‘Many things are
groawing clearer to me.” 1 thought a
good deal of those words as 1 lay over
there"—glancing towards the now necal-
iv-arranged and emply bed. *“One night
they thought it was all up wilh me—I
heard them say s0. They did nol think
I was conscious, but I was; and it did
sirike me thal I had made a poor thing
of it, and that if ¢ver I was given lhe
chance I would make a new start.”

Again thai little assenling movemenl
of her fair head. How perfeclly com-
prehensible he still is!  How well she
underslands that he is renouncing her
among lhe olher f[ollies of his “salad
days"—college bear-fights, music-halls,
gumbling clubs. Well, why should not
he? Has not she come here on purpose
t renounce him? Can she quarrel with
him for having saved her lhe trouble?

“And I thought that I could not begin
betier than by falling on my knees o
you I"—wilh a momentary expression of
eaxlreme impatience al his own bodily
weakness—"and ask - you most humbly
and lenderly and reverently to pardon
me.”

She looks al him, and sees his wasled
[ace flushing wilh fatigue and worry and
menlal suffering. Oh, what a bilier
wave of desolaieness rolls over her!
But she smiles.

“I slill do not understand what I am
lu forgive you for. 1 suppose lhal you
could no more help having onee thoughl
you loved. me, than you can help”™—she
slops abruplly in compassion for the
leok of acute regrel, shame and remaorse
[at erosses his sharp [ealures, and, in
her mercy lo him, gives a dilferent close
o her phrase from hat which ils begin-
ning had seemed to bespeak—"“than you
can help having been so ill”

Her lone, quile unconsciously to her-
sell, is inexpressibly louching; and
Byng, weakened by illness, turns his
ace upon Lthe pillow, and breaks inlo
violent weeping. His molher had cried
leo. 1L seems to be in the family.

She has risen—what further is lhere
for her to slay for?—and pauses quielly
at his side till the paroxysm is pastl.
Her slanding posture lells him lhal she
is> going, and he consequenlly slruggles
to recover himsell in some degrec; bul
having mnever cullivaled  sell-conlrol
when he was in health, it declines lo
come al his enfechled bidding now.
“IY'orgive me ! forgive me!” is all he can
slammer,

She looks down upen him  wilh a
slrange and lender smile, in which for
the moment lhe sellless, pilying sweel-
ness has swallowed up lhe misery.

*Which am I lo forgive you lar—for
having loved me? or for having ceascd
0 love me? I'or having been mad? or
[or being sane? Yos, of course 1 forgive
vou from the very boltom of my heart!
God bless you! Make hasle and get
well I

She walks cheerfully lo the deor, and,
reaching il, lurns, still wearing thal
smile, thal he may sece how perfeclly
[riendly is her last look; bul he does
not see il.  He has rolled over on his
face, and Lhe whole sola is shaking wilh
his sobs,

(To be conlinued).
T

OUR OLD SUPERSTITIONS.

usfoms  Date Back {o
Dark Ages.

Many of Our

Many of our cusloms dale hack to
Iz dark ages, and are besed on sup-
erslition. We sil up with our dead be-
cause long ago our anceslors kept
waleh by night lest evil spirils come
und bear the hody away, ‘

We shialie hands with the right hand
because lhat is the right bhnd ana
means that we disarm ourselves in lhe
presence of a [riend.

We bow our head in passing others
because our anceslors were waont to
low before the real yoke of the oppres-
SGY.

Men bare lheir heads because lhey
wid lo” unmask in lhe days of chivalry
Lefore the queen of beauly.
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Plump Twins Brought $i0 Each, But
Police Interfered.

A Rome despaleh brings the slory of
an allempt to sell children in the mar-
kel al Avelline. A peasant and his
wile brought?iwo of [lheir children,
iwins, four monlhs old, and in open
marlkel offered to sell them for $40 each.
The babies were plump and heallhy.
and were boughl by a man whao olfered
the price required. Ile was laking the
children away when polize slepped in
ond arvesled bolh lhe buyers and sel-
lers,

.I.. —
QUAKE ENRICHED TOWN.

“With all the harm thal carthqualkes
do,” said a rug dealer, "il is pleasant
t hear of an enlire lown lhal an earth-
quake enriched. ‘The lown I mean ‘s
Ouzoun-Ada, on lhe Caspian Sea, the
terminus of the Trans-Caspian and Sea-
markand railway. Ouzoun-Ada in *Lhe
pasl had a miserable port, but a lew
vears age an  ecarlhquake visited her,
and on ils departure she found hersell
the richer by a harbor deep enough [0
fical the largesl ships. Since that for-
lunate visit  Ouzoun-Ada’s  populalion
and weallh have lrebled.”

g v
In a lazy man tae bump of hope is
ahnormally developed.
Fire-proof buildings cost 12 per cent.
maore than ordinary ones,
Ghosls probably walk al night in order
t keep in the shade,

N THE FARN.
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AWIHY INCUBATOR CHICKS DIE IN
«THE SHELL.

There seems to be wide and varied
opinions as to why chicks die in the
sliell, Many claim, which is true in a
sense, lhat the germ is weak, caused
by loo close inbrecding. It is true also
that there may be weak germs at times
when the parent slock is not relaled.

Too close confinement, wilh lillle ar
no exercise, or improper feeding, will
also cause chicks to die in the shell,
ihe germ nol being slrong enough 10
wilhsland lhe various changes during
incubalion.

The wriler is fully convinced after
many carciul demonslralions that while
lhe above causes  are partially true
hal the main cause is improper venli-
lalion, thal chicks suffocale from insuf-
ficient air. The wvenlilation of almost
all makes of incubalors remain pracli-
cally the same from lhe beginning O
the end of the halch, and that while the
venlilalion may be just right at some
slage of lhe halch, il cerlainly is not
right all the way through. If the pro-
per amount of air passes through at
Ihe beginning of the haleh, the venlila-
lkcrs being of a given and slalionary
size, then as lhe chick grows it must
huve a greater amount of air, and as
it is not forlhcoming, sulfocalion fol-
lovss

The syslem of wenlilation in incuba-
lers of to-day - is such as lo cause a

draught, drying (he eggs too fasl, caus-.

‘ng the membrane or lining beneath the
shell of the egg. lo becqgme tough, 0
much so that al halching time the chick
is unable o break through, many evcel
dying in the shell aller being pipped,
whereas if this membrane should be
lkept sofl and briltle, as when [resh laid,
the chick would easily have picked ils
way oul

BETTER ROADS.

Good roads are indicalive of a high
slale of civilizalion. The improvement
i lhe condilion of lhe commaon high-
wiays proclaims, in mule yel unmis-
{akable language, the advancement 1in
the civilizalion of the country. Highly
specializod industries, which usually al-
lend upon lhe high slate of cullivation
am-ng lhe peaple, seldom flourish where
nieans is unprovided for a quick ex-
change of commodities. As the sland-
wrd of living in a communily rises, il
soon finds expression in a demand [or
betler roads.

The most natural system to follow
'n road bui'ding is (o begin the improve-
'menl in the cily or village, working
oulward in the differenl directions on
lhe lines of leasl resistance, bul at ell
‘imes striving 1o rveach the . grealest
population and the heaviest traflic.

The work should be placed in charge
of a man whao understands road build-
ing and road repair. The slalement is
equally true whether there be much or
1ittle money available for lhe work. The
syslem which permils the appoinlment
of men as road supervisors regardless
of their fitness for the posilion is ac-
counlable in a great measure [or poor
roads and far Lhe [eeble inlerest in road
jmprovementl,  Probably lhore is no
more road work in many counlrics than
could he superiniended by one man,
and that man could be seleclted with an
eye lo his qualificalions for the waork
e be done, which would result not only
in beller roads bui also in grealer efli-
ciency and economy.

LIVE STOCK NOTES.

Do nol forget the old hens and old
cucks, If they are worth keeping for
Lreeders, they may need special care
during the later fall moult.

The cuslom in former years was lo
keep livesslock 1ill they were of malure
age before fallening them. Now the
Lleher and shipper demand young ani-
mals and light weight. The farmer
must meet this demand, and it is far
more profilable lo do so than follow
lthe old way.,  Early malupvily 1s now
the keynole wilh breeders of callle,
hogs and mutton sheep.

The praclice of giving addilional food
lo eows when paslures run shorl is be-
eeming more general of lale years, yel
Lirere are slill a great many who do nol
do it. Men who make a bhusiness ol
dairying know Lhal their profils debend
upon the cows having enough lo cat,
hul those farmers who keep bul a few
caws—just enough to make buller with
which to buy groceries—pay very unl-
'+ atlention to it. If the cows shrink
in milk, they will complain and tell you
Ihey don’t get enough o pay for milk-
ing, but say not a word about feeding
lhem anything extra. -

The Ohio experiment stalion made
some careful experiments with ordin-
ary leached barnyard manure, and
carefully saved unleached manure, and
came lo lhe conclusion thal the leacher
manure henefitled the erop so little that
it barely paid the cosl of the applica-
licn,

Never leave your . leols and imple-
menls exposed to the sun in summer
any longer lhan is absolulely necessary
Lecause they are injured more than they
wauld be by the inclement weather ol
clher seasons. The woaden portions,
Leeoming very dry, shrink, crack and
warp, and soon lhe cenlire implement
becomes loose and shaky. The fact s,
the hurry of harvest should nol be an
excuse for leaving any implement in
the field. When Lhey are lell unpro-
leeled in this way it will eost more o
repair the neglect than one will earn
Ly having a lillle more lime al his dis-
pesal.

Swamp muck varies very wicely n

[ ferlilizing constiluents. Somelimes 1t is
little betier than ordinary soil, and then
again it is quile valuable. The ma-
ierial should be thrown qud duving the
fall and winter where it will weather
and freeze. Il may then be spreed up-

i grass lands or used by spreadlng vn .
the surface of plowed lands., By dig-
ging it and allowing it fo dry out only
Talf as much weight will have to be
nwoved as if drawn directly upon the
land. Then, too, most muck is sour,
and must be exposed lo the air belore
the plant food is available, It is usu-
ally kest applied on the surface {c grass
lands, from twenly fto 50 loads per
acre, Iis recal value cannot be defer-
muined without noting the ellect upon
L crop,
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THEIR LOVE FFOR NATURE,

Ils Enjoyment is Due fo Long TFraining
and Education.

“1 ollen wonder,” said {he High
school prinecipal, “how many of the
people who are {ravelling across our
conlinent amd lhe sea to view nalure
at her wildest appreciate the fact thal
their enjoyment of her handiwork in 'is
most awesome aspecls is a résult due
ralher fo long {raining and education
(han to any innale sense of the bheaufi-
2] and lhe aesthelic. There was &
Lime, and not so many centuries ago,
when the atlitude of cultivated men and
women loward nature was quite dif-
ferent lo what it Is to-day. The eigh-
teenth century looked askance at what
llie nineleenth and twenlieth go to no
end of trouble, inconvenience and ex-
pense lo pay the warmest sort of tri-
Lute and the highest admiratior.

“Wilhout being ahle {o lay my hands
ocn the passagé, I remember that Ad-
dison speaks somewhere, 1 believe in
his lellers, about the barbarous and
alkhorrent scenery of the Alps.® Macau-
Jay writing about the Cellic wilds <f
S-o!land, lells us lhat it excited nothing
but contempt and loalhing. Wood,
waler and crag, he observes, were in
+0 wise different then from whal they
are now, when lhey are being visiled
by no end of those who come to sleich
or merely lo praise and see.

“In 1739 Capl. Burt, an English trav-
oller of inlelligence and cvllivalion,
wirole of lhe mounlains of Inverness,
wilh the feeling-. and (he senliment
common lo his age, that they were
monsirous excrescences, the deformily
of which made the slerile plains scem
lovely by comparison, In fing wealher
te found them slill more disagreeable,
far the clearar {he day lhe more dis-
agreeably did these misshapen masses
af gloomy brown and dirly purple affect
the eye, The {ame and subdued beau-
liee of Richmond Hill he found eddmir-
able by coenirast.

“Lyen Oliver Goldsmilh, poet though
e was and alive to the beauties of na-
fere when fame and subdued, was re-
pelled by the scenery of 'the highlands
and declared 1hat he found infinitely
mere pleasing the conventlional and so-
ber beaulies of the cullivated country
around Leyden,
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DISASTERS FitOd FIREWORKS.
Five Explosims Occurred in Italy in
One Month.

IFalal accidenis in fireworks [aclories
nre so alarmingly on  the increase in
Italy thal polilicians are being nun-
daled wilh pelitions from all quarlers
lo devise spocial prevenlive legislation.
As is generally known, llaly has an
enormous inland {rade in fireworks, and
in 1he southern provinces and Sicily
nyrotechnic displays form an indispen-
sable ilem in every sort of public re-
joicing.

During last month alone five {errible
explesions were recorded lhrough care-
leseness in lhe process of marrufacture,
cosling in each case lhe lives of from
one to five persons, The other day
lwa further mishaps swelled the list of
viclims,

Several hundredweighls of gunpow-
der blew up al a factory in the com-
mune of Sainl Anlonio, in the suburbhsa
of Naples, killing three workmen awd
inflicling fatal injuries on seven
others. The explosion was so terrilio
as to sel fire to a4 bhig storage of hemp
nearly a mile away.

The olher disasler occurred at Lecce,
where a large consignment of fireworks
ready for a popular festival, exploded,
Of three brothers, partners in the firm,
who happened o be standing near, ono
was blown lo pieces and the other lwo
were horribly lacerated.

.:Ha-u

TIINOWN TO THE SHARKS.

Women Flung Screaming Into the Sea
by Turks.

‘Discharged Turkish saldiers who ar-
rived at Hodiedah from the inland purt
al Yoemen, but were prevenled from go-
ing home immediately by the lack T
sleamers, have been commilling exces-
sos of the grossest kind, When - one
sleamer did arrive 2,000 soldiers om-
karked 1hercon, several wilh  lheir
sweethearts. Terrible quarrels broke
cul an board, und 110 people were kill-
id or wounded.

The women were thrown overboard
alive lo the sharks surrounding (he
sleamer. and there was an awful scene

as lhe tigers of the sen seized their

sercaming, struggling prey.

Then came 1.800 more discharged men
who, not finding any transports, cut
the walerpipes, atlacked the shops and
destroyed everylthing within reach, ‘They
nlso seized 1he general in command of
‘h froops and dragged him aboul anidst.
ecarsg insulls.

Mare discharged soldiers are expecled,,
ana therefore (he sown is greatly excil-
i, Tre Italians have asked ine Gov-.
ernor of Ervihrea lo send a ship, and
4 Brilish vessel is expecled &b Hodelaun,.




