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THE - BRITISH BUDGET

Lower Income Tax---0ld Age Pensions--
Surplus Over $17,000,000.

A desrgilech from London says: The
‘twe oulstanding features in the budget
statement brought down to the House of
Commons by Mr. Asquith, Chancellor of
the Exchequer, were the announcement
of a reduction of the income tax by1
threepence in the pound, and the state-
ment by the Chancellor that a fund was
to be started to provide for the honor-
able reliel of necessilous old age.

THE PENSION FUND.

The surplus over expenditure this year
would be $17,165,000, and after making
all reductions there would be a disposal
surplus of $9,165,000. Of lhis $1.665,000
would be relained for emergencies. The
remaining §7,500,000 would be invested
and would form the nucleus of an old-
age pension fund. In addition lhere
would be $3,750,000 of uncollected ar-
rears of this year's income tax, This
would swell the fund to $11,250,000.

THREEPENCE OFF INCOME TAX.

Mr. Asquith stated that he did not in-
tend to make any reduction this. year in
indirect taxation. He intended, however,
to deal wilh the income tax incidence,
which in ils present shape worked un-
justly. Earned incomes under $10,000 &
year would hereafter .only pay nine-
pence, while the exisling tax of a shil-
ling in the pound slerling on unearned
incomes would remain, This reduclion
would be in addilion lo all the present
rebates, but it would be conflined lo the
carned incomes of persons whaose total

income from all sources did not exceed
$10,000 a year,

"DEATH DUTIES REVISED.

The Chancellor of tho Exchequer esti-
mated the loss from this differentiation
of lhe income tax at $6,250,000. Of this,
however, $3,750,000 would not recur, but
would be made up by a revision of lhe
dealh duties as follows :—Five per cent,
as al present on $.0,000 and under,
above $750,000 7 per cent.; above $1,250,-
000, 8 per cenl.: above 52,000,000, 9 per
cenl.; above $3,750,000, and up to

$5,000,000, 10 per ccnt.  On pslates _-:-r
10,000,000, 14 per: cent. would be levied
on lhe second $5,000,000. On estales of
75,000,000 or over 10 per cenl. would ht:
levied on the first $5.000,000, and 13 pel
cent. on every olher $5,000,000.

THE DEBT REDUGED.
Mr. Asquith estimaled the expenditure

for 190708 at $703,785,000, $8,320,000
less than for last fiscal year. The reve-

nue on e existing basis of taxation
was estimated to be $720,950,000.

The permanent reduction of the ma-
tional debt for 1906-'07 was announced to
be $68,570,000, :

The lreasury receipls for the year had
been over $10,000,000 in excess ol the
estimales, unanticipaled death duties
accounting for $6,000,000 of this sum,
while the balance was made up of In-
creased receipts from the coal duly ﬂ;‘l{l
the mint. The latter was due to the in-
creased demand for coinage on account
of the prosperous state of lrade, and the
large amount of silver,
2,500,000, required for varied purposes.

REVENUE NOT ELASTIC.

As a whole, the revenue relurns, the
Chancellor added, had not shown great
elasticity, and in view of the umlcmhlpd
prosperous slale of {rade they were dis-
tinctly disappoinling., The reduction in
the tea duly in (he last budget had Leen
followed Dby increased consumplion,
amounling to 4,500,000 pounds.

The revenue from lobacco had not rea-
lized expeclations, and there had been
a progressive formidable decline 111_’[.I1e
revenue from the aleohol groups since
1609 unlil last year. As Chancellor of
the Exchequer, he, Mr. ﬁ.sqqnlh. was
glad to say thalt there were.signs of a
definile reaction, and the present year
had furnished an increase of %2,470,000
in these receipts. There had been a fall-
ing off in the revenue from slamps owing
to the slackness of operations on the
S{ock Exchange, and to the fact thal the
{elephone was superseding letlers,

CLOSE PLANTING.

Will Produce Betier Timber Trees Than
Wider Spacing—Other Advantages.

FForeslers plant very young and small
trees and plant them very close logether.
From four to six feet apart each way
1s he usual distance in foreslry plant-
ing now-a-days, lthough less and grealer
distances have fheir advocales.

Of course, in planting an orchard, sr
shade-trees, or, say maples [or a sugar-
bush, the trees will be planted fariher
apart; but in planting Tor the purpose
of raising a wood-lot the figures given
above hold.

By thus crowding the
timber is produced, for the trees will
grow taller and slraighter. Such lrees
will be found naturally in a thick wood
as compared wilh & more Open one,
The dead branches will fall off betler
@in other words, the free will prune it-
self betler) and lhe timber will be [reer
from knols.

Another reason for close planting is

[rees betler

to bring the crowns of the trees lo-
gelher within a reasonable lime. The
distance belween the irces should be
such that the trees will come together
in at least six to eight years; if in less
time, all the beller. The soil wi_ll he
improved and the growth in heignt v f
the frees increased by Lhis meeling of
the  crowils.

In some regions. (the prairie couniry,
for inslance).cultivation is necessary Ilor
the first few vyears after planling the
trees; and under ihese conditions the
close planting shoriens the time during
which- it is necessary to cultivale the
plantalion. Where a planlalion has
been made with the trees four feet apart
ench way (at least, in the provinces ¢f
Manitoba and Saskatchewan) it is found
that (hree years' cullivation will suflice,
il the trees were pul six feet apart each
way, cultivation would be necessary for
{wice that lime, or even longer.

A e

Wooden wulr:r'pipﬂﬂ are to be lesled in
London.
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Altoona, Penn., Now Burning Ashes
and Saving Money.

A despateh from Alloona, Penn., says:
The remarkable ashes-burning secrel
discovered by John Ellmore, an ﬁ.tltuunu
ccbbler, which has excited altention al-
mosl the world over, is oul, ;xlmf..:sl
every householder in l;'-mllnmm is now
converting his ashes inlo [fuel, wilh
great saving in codl bills. .

Syeral well-known chemisls, I!:I'llnt'dl-
alelv it was announced lhal Ellmore
had szolved the problem of oblaining
Leal [rom ashes, He;[ to work to {ry-and

izeaver the [ormula. . _
g;_.j:;,m]. and here it is:i— Moislen w_:!h
eilher salt waler or ::ull_wﬂ[er in which
oxalic acid has been dissclved a mix-
ture containing one parl coal and three
parts ashes, and a beller fuel than pure
ceal is oblained. The ashes of anlhra-
cile coal burn as r{-n}}allgr as do lhose
of bituminous coal, This ]'th'.l't{l'ﬂ will,
upon being placed upon a burning ﬁrq,
fise into a coke-like mass and deposit
bul litlle residue. The salt waler may
be obtained by lhe dissolution of com-
rmon salt fn waler.

The chemical aclion of this compound
ia thus explained:— ‘n:"u’hen an agueous
sclution of an alkaline salt, such as
common sall, is mixegl wslh_ coal ash
the vesult is that a mild lye is lormed,
which, when mixed with any combustible
malerial. such as eoal, and upon the ap-
plication of heal, gives ofl oxygen gas,
thus promoting rapid fpxtlhl[st:ﬂn.

The addition of oxalic acid causes 2
chemical change of grealer value lhan
the first, for the reason thal the second
chemical breakdown resulls in the for-
malion of a carbide, which in lurn gives
all acelylene gas, lhis adding to the in-

—

They were suc-| :
most entirely the queslion of disposing

lensily of the heat and [acilifating com-
picle ecombuslion.

It is possible upon moislening a
small quantity of ashes, without the ad-
dition of coal, lo readily detect the ador
of acelylene gas, and if lhe treated ashes
are placed upon a lighled fire they will
fuse and burn to a fine powder.

The ash-burning compound is now be-
ing used in many large indusirial and
nercantile places here, and it is claimed
for it thal it has reduced the fuel ilem
more than half., Il has eliminated al-

0! ashes, which has been considerable
where greal quanlilies of coal are con-
sumed.

The discovery has resulted in a num-
her of complicalions, and is relarding
the work of paving contraclors whe
have ulilized ashes -as a foundation fop
sidewalks. Herelofere it was paossible
lo secure all the ashes required for this
purpose without cost, bul contractors
are now complaining that it is impos-
sible lo get lhem.

Ellmore, who discovered the scerol
and focused allenlion upon (he possi-
bilities that lurked in ashes, elaims thal
his palent will proleel his secret. He
claims 1o have received an offer from
the Brilish Governmenl if he can de-
monslrale lhe praclicability of his com-
pound.

While it is everywhere conceded that
Elimore has conferred a great boon up-
on humanity, it is feared {hat he wil
not derive any langible benefils  from
his discovery, in view of the fnel {hal
hundreds of athers have secured 1he
same resulls, [ollowing his -lead.
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LEADING MARKETS

BREADSTUFFS.

Toronto. April 23.—Wheat—Ontarlo,
No. 2 white winter, 72¢c {o 72¥c; No. 2
red 72¢ to 72¥c; No. # mixed, 72c. -

Manitoba Wheal—No. 1 hard, 86}¢ (o

ports, 90c North Bay; No. 2 northera,
83%c lo B4c porls.

Oats—No. 3 while, 38%c to 39%c, oul-
side: No. € mixed, 38c to 38}4c.

Peas—18¢ to 78 xc. _

Corn—Sirong; No. 2 yellow American,
53¢ to 53%c, Toronto and west; Ontario,
&3¢ to 4Gc.

Rye—G2c to 6dc.

Barley—Scarce; No. 2, nominal at 5ic
ta 53%c outside; No, 3 exira, 52¢ !0
521c; No. 3, 5lc to 51Xc.

Flour—Oniario—9 per cent. patenls,
$3.70 asked. $2.67 bid; Manitoba, first
palenls, $4.50; seconds, $3.75; balers'.
$3.90.

Bran—3$20 outside, buyers' sacks; nqm-
inal, -

PROVISIONS.

Dressed Hogs—$9.25 for light and
$8.75 for heavies, farmers' lois; $8.25 0
$8.35 for car lols. .

Pork—Short cut, $23.50 to $24 per bar-
rel: mess, 321 to $21.50.

Smoked and Dry Salted Meals—Long
elear bacon, 11c to 11%c fer tons and
cases: hams, medium and light, 15)c
10.16¢; heavy, 14%c to 15c; backs, 16)4c
to 17¢c: shoulders, 1lc to 113gc; rolls,
113c: out of pickle, 1e less than smaolked.

Lard—Firm; tierces, 12Xc; lubs, 12}4c¢;
pails. 12%{c.

COUNTRY PRODUCE,
Butler—Market at present holds very

steady.

Creamery, prinis ..... cveni Dieta20e
Ao 5alAS . .l. ivei snes sene PO O EIC

Daley, Drims " ceve sece on vas 25¢c to 26¢

00 WHE ane waten caaPey s il 10 SO0

Cheese—Steady al-14c for large and
14¥c for twins,

Eggs—Unchanged al 16c to 17c; splils,
1334¢c lo lic.

Poullry—Quiet, and prices generally

nominal.

Chickens:’ HV8 s’ avass vanin 10c lo 11c
do dressed coee eees . 12cto 14c

Heng. Yo v Sevs o aensd e BEI0 90
o AreSSel: iiis Tewy eraaas 10¢ Lo 11e

Honey—Pails, 1l¢ o 12¢ Ik.,
22.50 to $2.75 per doz.

Beans—3§1.50 to $1.55 for hand-picked
and $1.35 to $1.40 for primes,

Polatoes—Ontario, 85¢ lo 90¢; castern,
Oic, in car lots here,

Baled Hay—$12.50 to $13.50 for No. |
timothy and $10 to $11.50 for secondary
grades. in car lols here.

Baled Sltraw—=8$7. per ton in car lols
hcre,

combs,

MONTREAL MARKETS.

Monlreal, April 23.—The market for
cals is firm; for No. 2 white 43¢ is quol-
ed, and lower grades, No. 3, 42¢ and
No. 4 1c lower. For Maniloba No. 2
white, 43%c is quoted.

Buckwheat—55¢ fo 56X}c per bushel.

Corn—Aamerican No. 2 yellow, 55¢,
No. 3 mixed, Gic ex slore,

Peas—DBoiling peas, 81 in carload lols
and $1.10 in jobbing lois.

Flour—Manitoba spring svheat, 8425
to 54.60; strong bakers', %% to $4.10; win-
ler wheat patents, $410 to $4£.25;
slraight rollers, $3.60 to $3.70; do., in
bags, $1.65 to $1.75; exlras, $1.50 (o
81.55.

Millfeed—Manitoba bran, in bags, $20
lo $22; shoris, $22 lo $22.50; Onlario
bran, in bags, $20 lo $21: shorls, $22 to
520.50; milled mouille. 8§21 to $25;
siraight grain, $28 lo $20 per fton.

Rolled Oats—Per bag, $1.90 o $2,

Hay—No. 1, $13.50; No. 2, $12.50; No.
3, $11.50; clover mixed, $11; pure clover,
8in.50 to 811 per lon in car lols.

Egps—There are no changes and f(he
quolation of 17¢ to 17Xc¢ per dozen
still holds good.

Butter—Quolations for finest, -32e.
while for winter make, 26¢c to 28c-is he-
ing asked.

Cheese—13c 15 still quofed for old
white and 12%¢ is the quotation for fod-
ders,

Provisions—Barrels short cut mess,
22 50 to $23.50; half barrels, $11.75 lo
@12.50: elear fat baclk, 824 to $24.50; long
cul heavy mess, $20.50 fo %22; half bar-
rels do., $10.75 to $11.50; dry sall, long
ciear bacon, 11¥e to 1234e: barrels plate
beef. 812 1o $13; half barrels do., $6.25
te 806.75: barrels heavy mess heef, $8.50,
hall barrels do., $6.75; compound lard.
0c to 103c: pure lard., 12%c lo 13e:

Ly 1614e, according lo size: breakfast ba-
ccn. 15¢ o 16e; Windsor bacon. 15¢ lo
16%c; fresh killed aballoir dressed hogs,
$10; alive, §7.25 to $7.40.

BUFFALO MARKET.

Bullalo, April 23.—Flour—Firm. Wheal
—Spring quiety No. 1 Northern, 87%c;
Winier nominal. Corn—Easier; No. 2
yellow, 51%c; No. 3 white, 50c. Oals—
Dull: No. 2 while, 473ec; No. 2 mixed.

Me,  Barley—Western quoled, 67 lo
175¢. Rye—Firm;No. 1, in slore, 72¢ ask-
ed.

: .
NEW YORK WHEAT MARKET.
New York, April 23.—Wheal—Spot

igleady:; No. 2 red. 833c elevalor; No. 2

red, 84%c [.0.b., afloat; No. 1 norlhern
Duluth. 91%e, opening navigalion, f.o.b,
alloal; No. 2 hard winier, 87%c, open-
ing navigalion, f.0.b. afloal,

LIVE STOCK MARKET.

Toronto, April 23.—Export cafile were
quiet, wilh not many of them offering.
1 almost every case exporl quality sold
as bulchers’. A few sold for export al

prices slighlly easier. Quolalions are a

§7¢; No. 1 northern, 83%c to 86c, lake]

[

1mand and prices are firm,

keltle rendered. 13c to 13%e; hams, 14c [P

DEATH IN MONTREAL FIRE

Thirty

Women Hemmed in and

Three People Killed.

A despalch from Monlireal says: A
most disasirous fire broke out at 3
o'clock on  Thursday - aflernoon-in the
premises of the Canada Steam Laundry
& Dye Works. corner of St; Juslin and
Sl. Catherine sireets. As-a result of the

fire two charred and burned bodies, sup-
posed .to be those of Mrs. Furlong and
Wm. Martincau, lie in' the morgue, and
Mrs. Giroux, who was severely injured,

]t!?ﬁs since died, making the third vic-
LI, |

SEVERAL WERE INJURED.

The severely injured are:— Mrs.
Diagle, severely burned and fractured
limbs; Albertina Paradis, broken arm
and severe burns; Alberlina Proulx,
[raclured leg and burns; Janel Leith,
hiil‘{'li'.‘lﬁ and injured inlernally by [all—
a:}‘m the General Hospital.

_The olhers injured ars:—Miss Emma
I“lienne, burned and rib broken; Miss
iertha MeKercher, burns on face and
arm brolken: Miss Levigne, burns on
face and back; Miss Rodgier, suflering]
from burns and shock: Miss Bowenfant,
burns on back. |

THIRTY WOMEN HEMMED IN.

The fire broke out in the second story
6r a three-story building through the ex-
plﬂs;mn of benzine in the engine room.
I'he building was old and thoroughly
salurated wilh benzine. and as a resull
the flames spread with fearful rapidily,
and in an ineredibly short period he
building was a mass of Names. Thirly
women and girls were in the second and.
third slories. and Dbecame panic-strick-
en as the devouring flames cut off {heir
way to the fire escape in front.

THREW THEMSELVES OUT.

Terrified by (he flames that were de-
vouring lhe
rushed lo the windows and threw them-
seves out, preferring to be dashed to
picces rather than be burned lo dealh.
Twao of the first girls who jumped es-
caped serious injuries, but half a dozcn
others who followed ~were seriously
hurt. F

Allhough the flremen quickly respond-
&1 lo lhe alarm, and had sixleen S’LI‘E'_.*EII'I:IH
playing on the doomed bhuilding ‘wmun
a few minules, it was impossible la
quench the fire. Two Dbodies were re
moved lo the morgue all charred and
burned so that their idenilication was
impossiblé. . From Llhe list of employees
they are thought to be Mrs, Furlong and
Wm. Martineau.

HEART RENDING SCENES.

The news of lhe disasler spread lilkd
wildfire. Most of the girls lived near
their place of work, and mothers and
sisters were on {he spot in a minute,
rushing to and fro in quest of ~lheir
loved ones. As [ace after facc .appear:
ed at the flame-swept windows molhers
called frantically lo (heir daughlers la
jump, and slreiched pleading arms lo
them to come.

The while-faced vietims would turn
and cast a despairing look at the flames
behind, and then leap from the third
slory windows. |

As the mournful looking waggons were
filled and went off with their loads men
and women foughl to see if it was (heit
loved ones who were heing hurried
away, and lurned away sobbing as iha
vielims turned oul to be some other per-
S0ns.

liltle lower, bub are praclically nominal.

Bulchers' catlle were offering [reely.
Top sales ranged around $5.10 {o $5.15,
with the bulk of the good bulchers’ offer-
ings selling from $47 o $5. Choice
cows were in demand and firm, prices
ranging from $4 lto $4.25. These prices,
hawever, were for the best, ordinary.
slockk ranged from $2.75 to $3.50.

Slockers and f[eeders are in good de-
Choice, $3.75
Ly 54

Milch cows are slighlly easier, wilh a
quict demand. Prices range from $30 {o
$45, exlra choice selling up lo $50 1o $59;
common, $25 to $30.

Veal calves are steady and unchanged
al 3 lo Ge per 1b.

Sheep and grain-fed lambs are firm
and unchanged, bul common lambs are
slow and 50c easier, Spring lambs are
sleady and unchanged.

Hogs are unchanged at $6.40 for select
fed and walered.

.

SMALLPOX ON A CG. P. R. STEAMER.

———

Empress of Japan Detained at Williams-
head—Chinese Crew Infected,
- A despalch from Victoria, B. C., says:

The Empress of Japan. wilh (he over-
spas mail, outbound, is delained al Wil-

liamshead gquarantine slation with small-
pox. Four cases have been landed,
and the vessel is being fumigated. The
cases are among the Chinese crew,

THEIR BOAT UPSET,

———

William  Mack  Drowned  Opposile
Brockville.
A despalch from Brockville says!

Missing a stroke in the waler wilh his
oars, Wm. Maclk, while rowing frqm
Morristown: a small village opposile
Brockville, was drowned on Saturday
night. In company with his brother-in-
law, Joseph Mars, he was retlurning
from Morristown, where they had [erried
two passengers, and, giving a sudden
jerk on Lhe oars, the boal capsized.
Mars’ cries for help were heard by Peler
Frazer, a young man, who went (o his
assislance and succeeded in landing him
on an island. He then wenl lo the vil:
lage for assislance. Mars became un-
conscious when pulled oul of the water,
and it was mot until three hours later
that he told of .Mack being with him,
Searching parties were out on Sunday,
but the body has not been found. The
drowned man was 22 years old, anc
leaves a wife and three months' old
child.

L4

Fifly thousand dollars are lo be ex
pended by the Dominion Government in
improving the weslern enirance to To
ronlo Harbor.

Francls Barner, aged fifleen years, ol
Dover lownship, accidenlally shol hime
self while hunling muskrals, on Satur
day, and died in a couple of hours.

MILLIONS ARE STARVING.

Russian Famine

Aid for

Sufferers Require
Months.

A despalch from London Sﬂys:_“ﬁ-’}*i{-
ing from lhe Russian famine disirict,

Dr. Kennard, who was sent by the So-
invesligale condi-

ciely of Friends 10 .
li{m}s among lhe peasanlry, draws an
appalling picture of the sulfering. [e
Says—

#rhis is the worst famine Russia has
kl‘!ﬂl'i.}.}]"::: an less than 20,000,000 pqap}e
distributed throughout the Emlllhl:!ﬂ.'i-ll::!l"t
rovinces cannot live wilhoul E.td l-u S0
another harvest, and 1 may saj ‘ilrm{‘
{his figure has been not only approvec
by the Zemslvo ﬂrg:amzulm'rf, but ﬂl:-CII:
h;., the Government 1151:1{. I'he {ia{e G
lhe harvest will vary wilh the luhtudcl-
and the famine-siricken regicn 1s spredc

iaver such a wide arca (five times lhe

¥ France) thal more lhan len 1{1-:":-
E:Sesﬂ[ﬂi latitude are involved. 1‘1115
means that in direct proporlion [l‘mn
soulh to north the harvesl will be [rom
Tuly 3 to 23. It will be secn (ha! funds
will be needed lo the end of July 1o
teed all these millions, and then the hﬂr‘.
vesl will bring relief, but there are many
wundreds of thousands to whom the ImE:
vest will nol bring relief, for they havc
neither land nor callle. The few cows
‘hal are in exislence are in such a piti-
ful condilion themselves Lhat ll}:jy are
useless for milking -purposcs. I'he re-
sult is that babies and young children
are being forced lo eal the coarse black
pread and the indigeslible young cu-
cunibers which are luxuries fo the adull
Qussian peasant to-day, bul are dealh

{{, the babies, or al any rale spell dis-

ease. These people have sold [heir all,

and in mosl cases have likewise sold in
advance all thatl lha hoarvesl
Lring themn.

disease add lo the lerrible condilions

Meanwhile epidemies  cf |

ablaining, The diflicullies encounterad
of relieving these people are made len
limes worse now owing lo the pracli-
cally impassable condilion of the coun-
try roads. The winter snows are melling
and projecling vasl volumes of waler
in counlless cetaracis townanrd maother
Valga, and neither man nor beast can
hope lo do anylhing in the
lravel.”

" CHINA'S CHILDERN DYING.

A despalch from Shanghai says: The
following are exlracls from lhe reporls
just received of [loreigners in four fa.
mine cenlres:—

*Yaowan—The
warse,
bers,"

“Suchien- Almost  out  of supplies,
Need large amounls immedialely (o con.
linue the reliefl commenced,"”

“Singkiangpu—Many dying, Must Je.
crease reliel work unless larger ship.
ments of supplies are reeceived." '

“Lukiawielse—The whale counlry s
in the deepesl dislress.  Refugees wii
wenl south hoping n find relief gre pre
turning emply-handad, There are Pro
egossions of people with - wheelbarrows
lrapsporling thelr doors. lables, hads

[amine s growing

cand cupboardas to markel lo be sold fo

almost nothing, Hundreds of  waomoer
and children are scen in  the  fislds
scralehing oul rocis and scanly bladig
of grass. Iundreds of lrees have oo
slripped of their bark Trom roaol la 1)
highest ranches for use as food, Th

might | majority of the papulation are livin,

on wild rools e'e., and these are eny.
ing diseases.”

building, many of them -

way ol

Children dying in greal num-
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