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CHAPTER L.—(Continued.)

“Certain. I' heard of it from-a
man who was with Van Sneck at the
time, a man called Merritt.”’

““James Merritt. Really, you have
been in choice company, Miss Lee.
Your knowledge of the criminal
classes is getting extensive and pecu-
liar,'’

“Merritt told me this. And an
answer came back to Merritt.”

“An answer from Mr. Steel?”

“Purporting to be an answer from
Mr. Steel. ‘A very clever forgery, as
a matter of fact. Of course that
forgery was Henson's work, because
we know that Ilenson coolly ordered
notepaper in Mr, Steel’s name. He
forgot to pay the bill, and that is
how the thifig came out. Besides,
the little wad of papers on which the
forgery was written is in Mr. Steel's
hands. Now, what do you make ol

that?'’

Rawlins turned the matter
thoughtfully in his mind.

“Did- Henson know that DMr. Steel
would be from home that nignt?’’ he
aslked,

“Of course. He probably also
knew  where our meeting with DMr.
Steel was to tale place.”’

“Then the matter is pretty ob-
vious,”’ said Rawlins. ‘““Van Sneck,
by some means or other, gets an
inkling of what is going on. He
wanted money from Henson which
he couldn’t get, Henson heing very
short lately, and then they quarrell-
ed. Van Sneck was fool enough to
threaten Henson with what he Wwas
going to do. Van Sneck’s note was
dispatched by hand and intercepted
by Henson with a reply. By the
way, will you be good enough to
give me the gist of the reply?’’

“It was a short letter from Mr.
Steel and signed with his initials,
and saying in effect that he was at
home every night and would see Van
Sneck about twelve or some time
like that. He was merely to knock
quictly, as the household would be
in bed, and Mr. Steel wovld let him
in.”

“And Mr., Steel never wrote
letter at all?”’

over

that

“No: for the simple reason that he
never had Van Sneck’'s note.” [

“‘Which Henson intercepted, of;
course. Now, the mere fact of the;
reply coming on Mr, Steel’'s paper is
evidence that Henson had plotted
gome other or alternative scheme
against Mr. Steel. How long hefore
the cigar-case episode had you decid-
ed to consult the novelist?”’

“We began to talk about it
or ten days before.”

“And Henson got to hear of it.
Then a hetter idea occurred to Flen-!
son, and the first idea which neces-:
sitated getting hold of Mr. Steel's
notepaper was abandoned. Subse-
quently, as you have just told . me,
the notepaper came in useful after
all. Henson knew that Steel would
he out that night. And, therefore,
Van Sneck is deliberately lured to
Steel’s house to be murdered there.”
~ ¢T gee,”” Chris said, faintly. “This
had never occurred to me before.
Murdered by whom?"”

“By whom?. Why,
Henson, ‘of course.”’

Just for a moment Chris felt as il
all the world was slipping away un-
der her feet.

“PBut how could he do
asked.

““Quite ecasily. And throw
hblame on Mr. Steel. Look at the
ovidence he had ready to his hand
against the latter. The changed
cigarcase would come near to hang a
man. And Van Sneck was in  the
wayv. Steel goes out to meet you or
some of your friends. All his house-
hold are in bed. As a novelist he
comes and goes as he likes and no-
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body takes any heed. He goes and
leaves his door on the latch.  Any
money it is the common lateh they
put on thousanris of doors. Henson

lets himself into the house and coolly
waits Van Sneck's coming. The rest
vou can imagine.”’

Chris had no reply for a moment
or two. Rawlin's suggestion had
burst upon her like a ‘homb. And it
was all so dreadfully, horribly pro-
bable.
thing
was impossible to imagine for a mo-
ment that David.Steel was the erim-
inal.
Reginald Henson?

“I'm afraid this has come as a
shock to you,”” Rawlins said, quietly.

“‘It has, indeed,’’ said Chris. ““And
your reasoning is so dreadfully logi-
cal."”

“Well, 1 may be wrong, after all,”
Rawlins suggested, &

Chris shook her
She felt  absolutefy assured that
Rawlins was right. But, then, Hen-
gson would hardly have run so terri-
ble a rish for a little thing like
that. He could easily have silenced
Van Sneck by a specious promiise or
two. There must be another reason
lor———

Tt came to Chris in a moment. She
saw the light guite plainly.

«Mpr. Smith,”” she said, eagerly,

head doubtfully.

S

Who else could it be, then, but]

‘where did you first meet [IFenson
wud Van Sneck?”

“We first came together some eight
years ago in Amsterdam.”

““Would you mind telling me what
your business was?"’

“So far as I can recollect it was
connected with some old silver—Wil-
liam and Mary and Queen Anne cups
and jardinieres. We had made a bit
of a find that we could authenticate,
but we wanted a lot of the stull,
well—faked.  You see, Van Sneck
was an authority on that Kind of
thing, and we employed him to cut
marks off small genuine things and
attach them to spirious large ones.
On the whole we made a *™Very suc-

cossful business of it for a long
time.,"’
“You found Van Sneck an excel-

lent copyist. Did he ever copy any-
thing for you?”

“No. But Henson employed him
now and again. Van Sneck could
construct ga thing from a mere des-
cription. There was a ring he did
for Henson

““Was that called Prince:

Rupert’s

ring, by any chance?”’

“That was tbe name of the ring.
Why?"

“We will come to that presently.

Did
ring?’’
“Well, T did.

you ever see Prince Rupert’s
It was in Amsterdam
again about a yvar later than the
time T mentioned just now. Henson
brought the real ring for Van Sneck
to copy. Van Sneck went into rap-
tures over it. He said he had never
seen anything of the kind so bheauti-
ful. He made a copy of the ring,
which he handed back with the ori-
ginal to Henson.”

Chris nodded. This pretty faithful
copy of the ring was the one that
Henson had used as a magnet to
draw Lady Littimer's money and the
same one that had found its way
into Steel's possession. DBut  Chris
had another idea to follow up.

“¥ou hinted to me just now that
Henson was short of money,”” she
said. ‘Do you mean to say he is in
dire need of some large sum?”’

“That's it,”” Rawlins replied. I
rather fancy there has been  some
stir with the police over some busi-
ness up at Huddersfield some jyears
ago.’’

““A so-called home both there and
at DBrighton?”’

“That’s it. It was the-idea that
Henson conveved to me when I saw
him at Moreton Wells. It appears
that a certain Inspector Marley, of
the Drighton Police, is the same man
who used to have the warrants for

the Huddersfield afTair in his hands.
Henson felt pretty sure that Marley
had recognised him. He told me

that if the worst came to the worst
he had something he could sell to
Littimer for a large sum of money.”’

“T know,’”’ Chris exclaimed. It is
the Prince Rupert’s ring.”’

““Well, T can’t say anything about
that. Is this ring a valuable pro-
perty?"’ ]

“Not in itself. DBut the loss of it
has caused a dreadful lot of misery
and suffering. Mr. Smith, Reginald
Henson had no business with  that
ring at all. He stole it and made it
appear as if somebody else had done
so0 by means of conveying the copy
to the wvery last person who shonld
have possessed it. That sad business
broke up a happy home and has made
(ive people miserable for many years.
And whichever way you turn, which-

ever way you look, wyou find the
¢loven foot of Henson everywhere.
Now, what vyou have told me just

now gives me a new idea. The scc-
ret that Tenson was going to sell to
Lord Littimer for a large sum was
the story of the missing ring and the
restitution of the same.”

“Kind of brazening it out, you
mean?"’
““Yes. Lord Littimer would give

three times ten thousand pounds to
have that ring again. But at this
point Henson has met with a serious
check in his plans. Driven into a
cdorner, he has resolved to make a
clean breast of it to Lord Littimer
He procured the ring from his strong
box and then he makes a discovery.”’

“‘Which is more than I have. Pray

= | proceed."’
Henson could have done t«hlS!l

with absolute impunity. It |

“He ¢iscovers that he has nolt got
the real Prince llupert’s ring.”

Rawli: s locoked up with a slightly
puzzled air.

“Will vou kindly tell me what you
mean?’’ he said.

“It was a forgery. Van Sneck
made a copy from a mere description,
That copy served its purposc wilh a
vengéance, and is now at the bottom
of the North Sea. I need not go in-
to details, because it.is a family
secret, and does net concern our con-
verzallon at all. At that time the
real ring came into -Henson's posses-
sion, and he wanted a copy to hold
over the head of an unfortunate lady

whom he would have ruined before
long. You told me just now that
Van Sneck had fallen in love with

Prince Rupert’s ring and could hard-
ly bear to part with it, TFe didn't.”
““No? Dut how could he retain it?’
“Quite easily. The copy was quite
faithiul, but still it was a copy. But
secretly  Van Sneek makes a  copy

| a
P that would dedelve everybody but an

expert, and this he hands over to—''

““T'o  Henson as the real ring,’
Rawlins cried, excitedly.

Chris smiled, g little pleased at her
acumen.

““Precisely,’” she said. ‘I see that
you are inclined to be of my opin-

ion.””
“Well, upon my word, I cam,"’
Rawlins confessed. “But I .don't

L &

griite see why—

‘‘Please let me finish,”” Chris went
on, excitedly. ‘‘Reginald Henson is
driven baclk on his last trenches.
He has to get the ring for lLord
Littimer. He takes ont the ring af-
ter all these years, never dreaming
that Van Sneck would dare to play
such g trick upon him, and finds out
the forgery. Did you ever see that
man when he is really angry?’’

“He is not pretty then,”’ Rawlins
said,

“Preity! He is murder personilied.
Kindly try to imagine his feelings
when he discovers he has been de-
ceived. Mind you, this is only a
theory of mine, but I{feel certain
that it will prove correct. Henson's
last hope is snatched away from him
But he does not go straight to Van
Sueck and accuse him of his dupli-
city. Fle knows that Van Sneck stole
the ring for sheer love of the gem,
.and that he would not dare to part
with it. He assumes that the ring
is in Van Sneck’s possession. And
when Van Sneck threatened to ex-
pose part of the business 1o Mr.
Steel Henson makes no attempt Lo
gspothe him. Why? Decause he seces a
cunning way of getting back the
ring. Ile himself lures Van Sneck
to Mr., Steel’s house, and there he al-
most murders him for the sake of
the ring. Of coqrse, he meant to
kill Van Sneck in such a way that
the blame could not possibly fall
upon him."’

“Can you prove that he knew any-
thing about it?"”

“T can prove that he knew who
Van Sneck was at a time when the
hospital people were doing their best
to identify the man, And T know
how fearfully uneasy he was when
he got to know that some of us
were aware who Van Sneck was. It
has been a prelily tangle for a long
time, buat the skein is all coming
out smoothly at last., And.if we
could get the rung . which Hen-
son forced by violence from Van
Sneck—"’ :

“Excuse me,
I{in[ .FJ

Chris looked up eagerly.

““Oh,’’ she cried, “‘have you
to tell me, then?'’

““Nothing authentic,”” Rawlins said;
“‘merely surmise. Van Sneck is go-
ing to recover. If he does it will be
hard for Henson, who ought to get
away with his plunder at once. Why
doesn’t he go and blackmail Lord
Littimer and sell him the ring and
clear out of the country? Xe doesn’t
do so because the ring is not in his
possession.”’

“Then you
Sneck iy

““Still has the ring probably in
his possession at the present mom-
ent. Tf you only knew where Van
Sneclk happened to he.”

Chris rose to her fvet with an ex-
cited cry.

*“1 do know,”’
i in the house where he was hall
murdered. And Mr. Steel shall
know all this before he sleeps to-
night."”

Headid nothing of the

maonre

imagine that Van

she exclaimed: “‘he

(To be Continued.)
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TIRACUP PHILOSOPHY.

An expert is a man who does net
get confused when cross-exainined.

A fault which humbles a man 18
of more use to him than a goo! ac-
tion which pufls him up with prida.

The voung lady who is receiving
altention from a young man will do

well to inguire if his mother pgets
any.
It ig botter to right your wrongs

while they are young and tender
than ito nurse them until they are
old and tough, -

Iivery man thinks overy
man has his price.

HHe who takes good care of the
davs need give himself no  worry
over the year.

A woman cannot understand why
her hushand has to work so hard to
make both ends meet, when he is s0
much c¢leverer than other men,

4
HAVE A HOBBY.

Iobbics are among the best things
in life. They promote health, peace,
and happiness, helping one, as they
do, to forget sorrow. Any decided
intercst in life, whether it is digni-
fied by the name of an occupation or
ig simply an enthusiasm, is eminent-
ly desirable, ‘1 have never se:n a
genuine collector that is not happy
whin he is allowed by circumstances
to gratify bis tastes,”” said a stu-
dent of human nature, ‘‘and hob-
bies should always be encouraged. It
is a curious phase of our humanity
that we will work diligently to make
provisicn  for our material needs
wh'n we are old, and quite neglect
to s'ore up mental resources lhat
will interest and amuse us in our
old days-"!

obthoer

!
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POPE REDUCES EXPENRES.

Pope Pius goes on. as -he  Legan,
preaching and practicing the simple
life, He has heen reducing display
cn the one hand and salaries on the
other.
not quite satisfactory to the h-sts
of persons cmployed about the Vati-
can. While thus discouraging luxury
the pontiil remains as allable and ac-

cossible as ever Lo frionds of former
days.

DEATH REGEIVES SHOCK

NEW INVENTION FOR DISPELL-
ING FOG.

————

New TI‘il‘l.l‘ﬂP-h of Sir Oliver Lodge
—Nature of the Ap-
paratus.

Napoleon's dictum that nothing is
impossible, may be claimed as the
watchword of science.

The most recent triumph of science
is the discovery of a method of dis-
pelling fogs. What this means may
he understood when it is mentioned
(hat, under heaven, mo greater «dang-
er cxists, than fog, to travel either
on sca or land. During last year
alone, nearly 700 lives were lost on
this continent in collisions that were
caused by fog. :

According to the current Pear-
son's Magazine experiments have
been made in England to prove that
fogs may he made to melb by elec-
tricity Heing dischurged into the
air.

CRIEDIT O DISCOVERY.

The credit of the discovery is due
to Sir Oliver Lodge, principal  of
Birminghiam University, who recent-
v succeeded in dispersing a log hy
clectricity, for a space of from f[ive
hundred to eight hundred feet.

The apparatus he employed, re-
sembles in some respects the sending
instrument used in  wireless tele-
graphy, comprising a dynamo for
generating  the eleclric current, a
(ransformer for converting the elec-
tricity thus obtained into a high
pressure, and an interrupter .f{]r
shiooting the high-tension clectrical
energy into the air, which it does,
much after the manner of a hose pro-
jecting water into a purning build-
ing.

BACK TO TYNDALL.

The history of this apparatus goes
back to Tyndall, the well-known
physicist. In one of his experinwents
Tyndall heated a common poker rod-
hot, and then, raising a clowd of
dust by shaking a box full of it, he
brought dust and poker into contact.

The result was that the dust-laden
air was cleared away around the hot
iron for several inches. The [I_m-;'t.
was not burned up,” but the heat
seomed to repel the minute part.ir‘ﬂc-s,
driving them from it in every direc-
tion.

tarm:s about his mother's. necle

MThig, as may be imagined, is

INTERESTED IN DUST.
Later Lord Rayleigh, another phy-
sicist, became interested in dust, and
as a result of scveral experiments,
diseovered that a piece of ice acted
also as a repelling force. He also
found that an clectrically charged
stick of sealing wax, if hecld near a
fountain where the water fell as A
fine mist, the little globules of
water coligred and made larger drops.
i Oliver Lodge accepted the re-
culls of these experiments, but went
a step farther. He wanted to know
the why and the wherefore of them.
SI1IR OLIVER'S CONCLUSIONS.
After much investigating, he con-
cluded (lat the motive force that
projected the dust, was electricity.
A new experiment was now tried.
A hox was filled with smoke insteac
of dust. Inside the box was a maetal
plate which was commected by a
copper wire with an electric  ma-
chine. The clectricity was turned
on, and the smoke was sent scurry-
ing off, not a vestige reimaining.
A glass bell-jar was next substi-
tuted for the box. The beil-jar was
equipped with two upright roits, one

torminating in hali a dozen sharp
points, the other in a brass ball.

Wires led to an clectric machine.
JAR WAS FILLED.

The jar was filled successiully with
lead and zine fumes amd agueous va-
por, and In each case electrification
was followed by precipitation.

Trom these experiments it was ac-
cepted as certain that electricity

the dispersing of fogs; and also that
by discharging electricity into "a
cloud by means ol a kite or balloon,
rain could be made to fall.

Sir Oliver propcses to erect on
either side of the River Mersey a
numiber of fog-dispelling stations but
instead of supplying energy from

would use the regulation dynamo,
which would he connected to a high-
temsion transformer—an apparatus
that changes the low pressurc cur=
rent into one of enormously high
pressure, and at the same time pro-
duces large quantities of clectricity,
for electricity is like water, in that

‘there may be a large or sm all
amount .under a high -or low
pressure.

&

NOT BWAUTIFUL.

A mother was overheard telling her
litile bov that if he continued being
naughty she would die and never
come hack any more. With the in-
noceney of babyhood, ‘he threw his
' and
promised to be good. He would not
have been a natural child if he had
not forzotten all about it, as he dlicl
in a few moments, and this timo the
mother clesed  her eyves and feigned
the deathlike sleep. The little. one
'mad> every effort to arouse his mo-
ther, and again repeated his prom-
| : : .
ige of i.ing good. At this she open-
| o her oyes, and the pleasure of tha
' child know no bounds, DMany  mo-

thers have done the same thing: but
it is not beautiful to act a lie.

' fortunately

would have a commercial value 111

hand-operated clectric machines, he

reefedfortoordorpe oo e el
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HOW TO AVOID THE GRIPPL.

A great many people have Iformed
the habit of alluding to every little
cold as an “‘attack of pgrippe.”” It
sounds much more important, but
happily, it is often not true, Any
one who has once had a real attack
of grippe is in small danger of mis-
talking any lesser complaint for it.
It is true that it has many of the
signs of the so-called cold in the
head, but added to these there is a
prostration, an aching, a poisofing
of the whole system of which plain
influenza is fortunately not capable
I9very wvear there is  more or less
grippe, ranging from the really ap-
palling epidemic of thirteen  ycars
ago, when the old and the feeble suc-
cumbed in  hundreds, to a limited
number of fairly light cases here and
there,

Much of the spreading of the grippe
is by quife unnecessary contact. It
is only fair for grippe patients to
isolate themsolves for a few days
and consider  themselves contagious
objects., Promiscuous kissing, which
is always foolishiness, is a crime dur-
ing a grippe epidemic. The patient
should stay in one room in the care
of a phvsician until active symploms
have subsided,

Much can be done to avoid this
dread disease in  other ways than
Ly shunning the sufferers. 'This is-
not always feasible, anvhow, while
people ride in close cars and mix
with their fellows in restaurants,
shops ant theatres, where the gerns
can  be appropriated at any mo-
ment. The surest wayv of avoidance
is by keeping the system in good
condition. The grippe germ is just
like any other disease germ in this:
that it needs a weakened point for
its assault.

If people spend hours in  close,
overheated places, and then face the
keen outside air without proper pro-
tection- in  their clothes or proper
precautions as to correct breathing,
they are already prepared ifor their
attack of grippe.

Wet feet are a most useful ally of
this trouble, and should never be
risked in voung or old. Most per-
sons have heard of the man who
wrote to the Times that he had dis-
covered that wet feet were the sole
catse of influenva, amt was answered
by the man with two wooden legs
who had grippe five years in succes-
sion. Although too much stress caw
hardly be placed on the importance
of warm, dry feet, the case is un-
not quite so simple.
There are many ways in which grippe
can acquire a hold if one is ready to
catch it. Strengthen yvour fortress
with a threefold wall—eal right,
breathe richt, sleep right. Only so
shall disease find vou scatheless.

SIMPLE HOME REMEDIES,

Several years ago one of the olg
gchool physicians who had never lost
a case of pneumonia where the pa-
t1ent was under 60, said thal he at-
tribuied his success largely to the
timely use of soap poultices, which
were made by having the soap very
'Hot, then thickening with bran. In
these dayvs, when so few, even among
the farmers, make soft soap, a poul-
tice nearly as good can be made by
using a weak lye, in place of the
soap. To make the lye, pour boil-
ing waler over wood ashes. At
most drug stores an alkaline poul-
tice can be purchased ready prepar-
ed, which is similar to the soap poul-
tices of former years., In cases of
extreme tenderness, cracker crumbs
can be used in place of the bran,
making it far lighter.

Sometimes it is difficult to
cloths out of water sufliciently
to attain the desived result. One
way is to place the cloth to be
wrung inside of a dry towel, .and
then twist at the ends. A wringer
may be used, but the best is Lo use
a stcamer.
small oil stove near to the patient's
bed, anel on it place a basin of Doil-
ing water, and over this set the
steaimer.  The first time, the cloths
will need to be wrung out of the
water, but after that, all that is
necessary is to place them in  the
steamer.

The remembrance and use of the
simple readyv-at-hand remedies may
prevent a scvere illmess, but greatly
to he avoided is the scli-administra-
tion of drugs. No matter how much
common sense and seli-reliance we
may have, the most of us know ab-
solutely nothing of the real effects of
the various drugs upon the system,
As for myvsell, I should pity even a
gick eat who was compelled to lap
up any medicinal doses of my com-
pourding.

wring
hot

+
TURKISH PRINTING OFFTCES.

All printing establishments in Tur-
koey, according Lo a new law, may
have only one door. and that open-
ing on to the street. Windows.inust

e covered with close-meshed  wire-
netting, so that no papers  can.  ba
handed through. A statement  must

be made a year in advance of the

amount of ink ‘vequiretl, which  will
he supplied by the Stale, A spoecimen
of everythivg printed is to be kept

and must be shown at any time to

| a police inspector on pain of a fino
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