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CHAPTER XXIII.

The expression on ITenson's usually
benign  countenance  would  have
startled such of his friends and ad-
mirers as regarded him as a shining
light and great example. The smug
satisfaction, the unctuous sweelness
of the expansive blue eyes were gone;
a murderous gleam shone there in-
stead, His lips were set and rigid,
the strong hand seemed to be strang-
ling the bedcloths, It wanted no ei-
fort of imagination to picture Hen-
son as the murderer stooping over
his prey. The man had discarded his
mask altogether,

“0Oh,”” he said, between his teeth,
““you are a clever fellow. You
would have made an excellent detec-
tive. And so you have found out
where Van Sneck is?"

“1 have already told you so,”
Littimer said, doggedly.

“How many days have you been
hanging about Brighton?”

Two or three. I came when I
heard that Chris was ill. I didn't
dare to come near the house, at

least not too near, for fecar of being
seen. But I pumped the doctor.
Then he told me that Chris was
dead, and I risked it all to sce the
last of her.”

‘““Yeg, yes,”” Henson said, testily;
““but what has this to do with Van
Sneck?”’

“I was looking for Van Sneck., I
found that he had been here. I
discovered that he had left his rooms
and had not returned to them. Then
it occurred to me to try the hospi-
tal. I pretended that I was in search
of some missing relative, and they
showed me three cases of bad accl-

dents, the victims of which had not
been identified. And the third was
Van Sneck.”’

Littimer told his story with just
the  sugpestion of trivmph in  his
voice. Henson was watching him

with the keenest possible interest.

“Do you know how Van Sneck
got there?’”” he asked.

Littimer nodded,
had heard most of the story. Hen-
son was silent for some little time.
He was working out somelhing in
his mind. His smile was not a
pleasant one; it was nothing like his
bland platform smile, for instance.

“(ive me that black book,”” he
said. ‘Do you know how to work
a telephone?’’

“T daresay I could learn.
not -look hard."

“Well, that is an extension tele-
phone on the table yonder worked in
connection with the main instru-
ment in the libary. I like to have
my own telephone, as it is of Lhe
greatest  assistance to me. Turn
that handle two or three times and
put that receiver to your ear. When
the IExchange answers tell them to
put vou on to 0,017 Gerrard.”

Littimer obeyed mechanically, but
though -he rang and rang again no
answer came. With o gnarling curse
Flenson dragged himself out of bed

Evidently he

It does

and erossed the room, with limbs
that shook under him.
He twirled the handle round pas-

sionately.

“You “always were a fool,¥ he
growled, “‘and you always will be.”

Still no reply came. Fenson whirl-
ed angrily, but he could elicit no re-
gponse. He kicked the instrument
over and danced round it impotently.
Litlimer had never secen him in such
a raging fury before. The language
of the man was an outrage, Ililthy,
revolting,  profanc. No yelling,
drunken ITooligan could have been
more fluent, more luridly difiuse.

“(1o on,” Littimer said, bitterly,
2T like to hear you. I like to hear
the smug, plausible Pharisce, the

friend of the good and pious, going
on like this, I'd give five years of
my life to have just a handiul of
your future counstituents here for a
moment.”’

Henson paused suddenly and  re-

quested that Littimer should  help
him into bed.

“T can afiord to speak freely be-
fore you,”’ he said. “‘Say a word

against me and I'll crush you. Put
out hand to injure me and I'll
wipe vou off the face of the earth.
It's absolutely impevative that. I
should send an important telephone
message Lo London at once, and here
the machine has broken down and no
chance of its being repaired for o
day or two. Curse the telephone.”

[Te lay back on his- bed utterly ex-
hausted by his {it of passion. One
of the white bhandages about his
throat had started, and a little thin
stream  of blood trickled down his
chest; Littimer waited for the next
move. He watched the crimson
fluid trickle over Henson's sleeping-
jacket. ITe could have watched the
hig scoundrel bleeding to death with
the greatest possible pleasure,

““What was Van Sneck doing here?

The voive came clear and sharp
from the bed. Littimer responded Lo
it as a cowed hound does to a sud-
den yet not quite unexpected lash
from & huntsman's whip. His man-
liness was of small account  where
Henson was concerned. For  years
he had come to heel like this. Yet
the question startled him and took
him entively by surprise,
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“ITe was looking for the lost Rem-
brandt.”’

But Littimer's surprise was as
nothing to Henson's amazement. He
lay flat on his back so that his face
could be seen. From the expression
of it he had obtained a totally un-
expected reply to his question. He
was so amazed that he had no words
for the moment. But his quick in-
telligence and  amazing cun-
ning grasped the possibilities of the
situation. [Littimer was in posses-
sion of information to which he was
a stranger. Except in a vague way
he had not the remotest idea what
Littimer was talking about. But
the younger man must not know
that.

“Ss Van Sneck told you so?’”’ he
asked. ‘“What a fool he must have
been! And why should he come seek-
ing for the Rembrandt in Brighton?"’

“fecause he knows it was here, I
suppose.”’

It isn’t here, because it doesn’t
exist. The thing was destroyed by

accident by the police when they
raided Van Sneck's lodgings years
ago.”’

““Van Sneck told me that he had

actually scen the picture in Bright-
on."

Henson chuckled. The noise was
intended to convey amused contempt,
and it had that eflect, so far as
Littimer was concerned. It was well
for Henson that the latter could not
sce the strained anxiety of his face.
The man was alert and quivering
with excitement in every limb, Still
he chuckled again as if the whole
thing merely amused him.

“+ "Phe  Crimson Blind' is Van
“neck's wealk spot,”” he said. “It is
King Charles’s head to him. By good
or bad luck—it is in your hands to
say which—you know all about the
way in which it became necessary to
get Hatherly Bell on our side. All
the same, the Rembrandt—the other
one—is destroyed,”

“Van Sneck has seen the picture,”
Littimer said, doggedly.

“‘Oh, play the f{farce out to the
end,” Henson laughed, good-humor-
edly. ““Where did he see it?"”

“He says he saw it at 218, Bruns-
wick Square.”’ _

Henson's knees suddenly came up
to his nose, then he lay quite flat
again for a long time. His face had
grown white once more, his lips ut-
torly bloodless. Fear was written all
over him. A more astute man than
Littimer would have seen the beads
standing out on his forehead, It was
some little time Dbefore he dared
trust himsell to speak again.

“I know the house you mean,”” he
gaid, ‘It is next door to the tem-
porary residence of my esteemed
friend, Gilead Gates. At the present
moment the place is void—"

“And has been ever since your
bogus ‘IIome’ hroke up. Years ago,
before you used your power to rob
and oppress us as you do now, you
had a Home there. You collected
subscriptions right and left in the
name of the Reverend Ielix Crosbie,
and you put the money into your
pocket. A certain weekly journal ex-
posed you, and you had to leave
suddenly or you would have found
yourself in the hands of the police.
You skipped so suddenly that ¥you
had no time even to think of your
personal effects, which you under-
stood were sold to defray expenses,
But they were not sold, as nobody
cared to throw good money after
bad, Van Sneck got in with the
agent under pretence of viewing the
house, and he saw the picture
there.”' i

“Why didn’t he take it with him?"’
Menson asked, with amused scorn.
He was master of himself again and
had his nerves well under control.

“Well, that was hardly like Van
Sneck, Our friend is nothing if not
diplomatic. DBut when he did man-
age to get into the house again the
picture was gone.”

“Fxcellent!’ ITenson cried. ‘“‘How
dramatic! There is only one thing
raguired to make the story complete.
picture was taken away by
Hatherly I13ell. If you don’t bring
that in as the denouvement I shall be
utterly disappointed.”

“You necdn’t be,”’ Littimer said,

coolly., *‘That is exactly what = did
happen.’
Henson chuckled again, quite a

parody of a chuckle this time. e
could detect the guiet suggestion of
triumph in Littimer’s wvoice.

“Did Van Sneck tell you all this?”’
he asked, ]

“Not the latter part of it,”’
Ltimer replied, “‘sceing that he was
in the hospital when it happened,
But I know it is true because I saw
Bell and David Steel, the novelist,
come away from the house, and Bell
had the picture under his arm. And
that’s why Van Sneck’s agent
couldn't find it the second time he
went., Check to you, my friend, at
any rate. Bell will go to my father
with Rembrandt number two and
compare it with number one. And
then the fat will be in the fire."”

Lit-

Henson yawned affectedly. All the |

same he was terribly disturbed and
shaken. All he wanted now was to
he alone and to think. So far as
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'mer knew anything of the matter.
'And no starved,
‘hearted puppy was ever closer under
the heel of his master than Littimer.
He still heid all the cards; he still
controlled the fortunes of two ill-
starrerd houses.

““You can leave me now,’”’ he said.
“I'm tired. I have had a trying
day, and I neced sleep; and the soon-
er you are out of the house the bet-
ter. For your own sake, and for,
the sake of those about you, you
need not say
Enid Henson."

Littimer promised meekly enough.
With those eyes blazing upon him he
would have promised anything. We
shall see presently what a stupen=
dous terror Henson had over the
younger man, and in what way all
the sweetness and savor of lile was
being crushed out of him.

He closed the door behind him and
immediately Henson sat up in bed.
He reached for his handkerchief and
wiped the big beads from his fore-
head.

““So the danger has come at last,’’
he muttered. “I am face to face
with it, and T kuew I should be.
Hatherly Bell is not the man to
quietly lie down under a cloud like
that, 'The man has brains, and
patience, and indomitable courage,.
Now, does he suspect that I have
any hand in the business? I must
sce him when my nerves are stronger
and try and get at the truth. If
he goes to Lord Littimer with that
picture he shakes my power and my
position perilously. What a fool I
was not to get it away. But, then,
I only escaped from the Drighton
police in those days by the skin of
my tecth. And they had followed mo
from Huddersfield like those cursed
bloodhounds here. I wonder =

ITe pansed, as the brilliant outline
of some cunning scheme occurred to
him. A thin, cruel smile crept over
his lips. Never had he been in a
tight place yet without discovering
a loophole of escape almost before he
had scen the trap.

A fit of noiscless laughter
him. ' B

“«Splendid,”” he whispered., “‘“Worthy
of Machiavelli himself! Provided
always that I can get there first., If
I could only see Bell's face alter-
wards, hear Littimer ordering him
off the premises. The only question
is,. am I up to seeing the thing
through?”’

(To be Continued.)

THE SCRIPTURAL HABIT

GIVING OF TITIHES INCREASES
RICHES.

shoolk

Prosperity in Increasing DMeasure
to Those Who (Wve Sys-
tematically.

A collection oi printed matter on
the subject of giving, fornd wn the
htaary of an up-to-date clergyman,
oliors a new and practically e ond
field to the disciple of ‘'new
thought.”” 1t touches upon the sub-
ject from sides in which there is an
glement of interest Lo the business
man, and to the speculative student,
as well as to {he religious devotee.

Tor the business man there is  a
tabulated record of results believed
to have hinged upon the principle of
worldly prosperily accruing to the
“tither.”” In addition to the old ap-
peal, given in the form of a complete
colleclion of all scerintural commands,
promises, and instances upon the sub-
ject, there is kept a record of mod-
ern instances in which the practice
hag been coexistent with increasing
prosperity. Names of well known
men of practical affairs respected by
the business world are quoted as hav-
ing had increase of riches coincident
with what is known as the *‘serip-
tural Nabit of giving.” In many
cagses the pood fortune is attributed
by the heneficiary solely to the habit
and with others who are more con-
servative and two are believed to be
at least closely involved.

GIVES TITHES IPROM IFTRST.

One of the examples quoted is of a
millionaire soap manufacturer of
world wide reputation. Tle started
to London upon his business carecer
as a boy with all his worldly pos-
sessions  in a bundle, and his sole
capital & knowledge of soapmaking.
Because of an incident upon the way
He hecame so profoundly impressed
with a belief in the prineiples of tith-
ing that with his first earnings he
proceeded to carry it into effeel.  So
far from abandoning the practice—as
is usually the case—when the bhusiness
man achieves a large capital, the ha-
hit was continued in increased ratio
{thirough all the ascending heirhls Lo
|riches, which soap accomplistied for
'this manufacturer. The literature in
which ihis incident is included treats
the subject from the novel stand-
point that it is a matter of Indifier-
ence whether it was mostly the tithes
that ¢roved the royal road to ridhes,
or the soap. That somewhere be-
tween t1he iwo, it lay in a course
from which the tilthing system was
never absent is the fact that is point-
ced out. This, as well as other in-
cidents, is presenied as coinciding
with the seriptural promise rather
than fulfilling it.
| Records of an American league are
'also given in which each member not
lonly gives his tenth but submits an
annual report of his husiness pros-
perity. The results, said to surprise
even the most sanguine believers in
ithe worldly prosperity  of tithers;
show only two or three out of thou-
sands who do not report largely in-
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books of the old South church of

cowed, broken-!paston, which have carciully presevrv-

‘ed names of donors and the amount
'givEn by cach for the last [ifty years
are also called in as evidence. World-
ly prosperity is attested here by the
names of many who began giving at
|that carly period whio are still giv-
ing and whose sums have increased
from year to year. Thne names of
several of the largest givers are to
be found on the list fiifty yecars ago,
‘when they commenced giving small
amounts.
STOPS SPENDTHRIFT.

| Iixplanations of the practical elfect
of this system of giving olier an at-
tractive field _of speculation to the
students who explain governing caus-
ves and effects  scientifically. First,
it is pointed out the most emphatic
direction -is that it shall be systema-
tic. This not only does away with
foolish and irrational giving, but of
repending also, and can only result in
the salvation of the spendthrift. Sec-
ond, those who follow it are obliged
to keep a careful system of monetary
records. The business man who fol-
lows it knows what he is doing fronmx
‘week to  week and  from month to
‘month, so that he can never fail for
‘a large amount, His knowledge ol
ihis nflairs, self=lenial, and systematic
payments are bhound to win success
for him, Third, it gives a strong
motive for e¢nthusiastic work for
those who haven't it for any other
cause. Tithers, so 1t is stated, and
it appears not without reason, in-
variably become enthusiastic givers
and so become enthusiastic workers.

One of the cases found in the re-
cords is the sworn statement of such
an extravagant measure of success of
a business house which tithed its pro-
fits, aside from the giving of its per-
sonal members, as could only open it
to the suspicion of beilng a clever gd-
vertisement if printed in any way but
the semi-private character of these
records., As it is, the 400 per cent.
profits which were reached, were giv-
en .as ‘‘testimony’’ - to the direct ful-
fillment of the challenge: ““Bring ye
all the Lithes into the storchouse and
prove me now wherewith ks

It is also a c=ignifdcant fact that
while this collection of literaturc

comprises the whole gamuteof facts
ang material for what is known as
modern methods of preaching, as well
as “‘modern thougut' oubt of deferente
to the snirit of altruisin, it 15 only
gselected from ad tisedly and held as a
source of reference rather than exhor-
tation,
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LETTUCE AND ROSY CHEEKS.

Ar—

to Wives for the Improve-
ment of Husbands.

Hints

cheeks become rosy she is advised by
a writer on diet to give him two
heads of lettuce a day, and to give

ed czgs every
The writer gives these hints on how
to prepare this magic maker of rese-
ate tinted masculine cheeks:—

If vou hreak the heads, cut
leaves from the lettuce heads
throw them for some time
serving into the water, for washing
and cleansing, the best part will be
lost.. "The lettuce heads should he
washed whole and cut and prepared
shortly before serving in order to re-
tain all nourishing substances.

Variety in food does not necessar-
ily mean a great variety at any one
meal, nor does it mean rich pastries
and indigestible stulis. A meal of
two or three artlicles is really better
than a great number, but each meal
shou'dl be different from the other.
Breakiast, dinner and supper should
consist of dilferent articles of food,
and these be varied from day to day.
A variety of wholesome foods well
cooked is needed. The sensible house-
wife is the one who does net ser've Lo
hustbiand and children the things day
after day until their appetites are
cloyed, and their stomachs go on a
strike., The food should vary from
soason to scason, from day to day,
from meal to meal.

Bat. meat, eat fisli, cat vegetables,
cat fruits, eat cereald, but.- do not
try to eat them all in one day. Re-

the
and

member vour body is made up of
many different eclements, and it is

best nourished by many different

kinds of food.
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HER POWER NOT EIFFECTIVL.

Tn a most informing review of the
war in Manchuria, Thomas I, Mil-
lard speaks of the Siberian-Manchur-
ian Railway as ‘“‘a wvital factor - in
the situation,” for it is the only
feeder of the Russian army as long
as Japan retains control of the sea,
After an observation of three months
he finds that the daily average cap-
acity of this one-track railway for
the transportation of troops is only
a little more than four hundred men,

Millard’'s esti-
mate, the capacity of this railway
under its  Russian administration
would be only 146,000 soldiers, wilh
their equipments and supplies, in
a whole year. Such an addition to
to the fighting strength of the Rus-
sian army in Manchuria, the sive of
which at the opening of the war was
vastly exaggerated in the public re-
ports, would not be suflicient to en-
able the Russians to make an ag-

Nn the basis of AMr.

gressive campaign against the Jap-
anese.
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After an  absence of 100 years,
sharks have again made their ap-

pearance in the DBallic,
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YOUR HEART AFFECTED?
More People Than Are Aware of
It Have Heart Disease.

“If examination were made of
everyone, people would be surprised
at the number of persons walking
about sullering frem heart discase.'”
This startling statement was mado
by a doctor at a recent inguest at
Yarmoutl, o—ne'and, and, according.
to a London heart specialist, is-in a
certain degree correct.

“I should not like to say that
heart disease is as common as this
would imply,”” said the expert, “‘but
I am sure that the number of per-
sons - going about with weak hearts
must be very large. But this is not
disease of Uhe heart, which, I believa
is really uncommon.

“Hundreds of people go about their
daily work on the verge of death,
and yet do not know it. It is only
when the shock comes that kills them
that the unsuspected weakness of the
heart is made apparent.

“Many think their hearts are al-
fected, however, and have really no-
thing the matter with them at all,
There are & great many people who
never fail to go out withiout their
name and address somewhere upoen
them and a phial of brandy ready for
emergencies, and yet they never neod
them.
“Some of these people will even
carry written instructions in their
pockets ns to what is to be dong
with them when the expected seizure
comes,

“One middle-aged lady T know was
so cenfident that her heart was liable
to Budiden failure that she never went
anywhere without her brandy phial,
and got her Hhusband to tell every-
body she knew what to do if an at-
tack came.

““Curiously enough, it was the hus-
band who died from suwdden heart
failure. The wife died years after-
wards from another disecase.

“But undoubtedly heart weakness,
not disease, is more prevalent now-
a-days. I should think that the
stress of living, the wear and rush
of modern business life—particularly
the five minutes’ meal follewed by a
rusii for the train—have a lot to do
with heart trouble. And I am surg
that heart weakness caused by over-
smoking is on the increase.” .
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A MARRIAGE TANGLE.
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Mother and Daughter Were Botk

1f a wife wants to see her husband’'s

Married to the Same Dan.

Rarely has a more complicated ma-
trimonial tangle come before the
courts than that which engaged the
attention of the Aldershott County
Court judge the other day. A re-
mankable feature of the case was that
a woman and her daughter had gono
through the marriage ceremony with
the same man.

him a portion of lettuce with poach- |
night for six wceks,‘

before |

with their ecquipments and supplies. |

The facts came out in an action
'brought by Mrs. A, G. Pitzgerald
against George Inight, Lelegraphist
at the head-quarter oflice of the IFirst
Army Corps at Aldershot, for the
recovery of £10 due to ‘her under a
deed of separalion.

Mrs., TFitzperald, it appeared, mar-
ried XKnight about twenty-two ycars
aro, e hWad then just returned
from India with her two children, be-
lieving Her first husband was dead.
Knight was then in the army. DBe-
fore the marriage took place DMrs
Fitzgerald teld him the story of her
previous smarriage.’

Some vears later her daughter leit
her. Recently Knight discovered by
means of an advertisement that his
wife's former husband was alive when
he married her, and also by the same
moans discovered the whereabouls of
the missing daughter. |

The daughter was reunited to the
family, and soon afterwards Knight
caused Mrs. Fitzgerald to sign a sep-
aration agreement, by which he was
to pay ler so much a week., Shortly
afterwards her daughter and Knight
leit the house, and she then discov-
cred that the former had had a child
hy Knight, and that he had married
bor.

Tn the agreement, which Mrs, IFile
perald said she Had not read, was a
clpuse Lo the effect that if she inler-

fored with Tnight the allowancao
would cease. All she had done was
to go to her daughter to induce her

to come hack to her,

The judee, the Hon. Arthur
TRussell, characterized Knight's ac-
tion as the most disgraceful thing a
man could do, and told him that
Mrs. Titzgerald could molest him as
much ag she pleased, as far as he wad
concernced,

Jurdgment was given for Mrs., itz
gerald with  costs, amid loud ap-
plausc,
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IT PAYS TO BE GOOD.

Under the will of Mrs. Marianna A
Ogden, who died at Lenox, Mass., or
September 28ih, nearly $600,000, be-
sides much 1real estate, is disposed
of. The testatrix leaves $200,000 to
' Arnot Ogden Memorial Hospital, FEl-
|1‘nit'e1, N. Y., and $5,000 te the
Southern Tier Orphans' Home, El-
mira. The bulk of the property in
personal estate is bequeathed to her
sister, Tannie A. ITaven, and her
|real estate is divided hetween her anid
iher  Drother, Matthias H. Arnot,
I"There "is also a hequest of £5,000 to
L nenhew on condition that he does
not drink until he is 21, and an ad«
aitional 853,000 shonld He abstain
from drink and also from the use o
tobacco until he is 25 years old.

+

It is easier to start some men talle
ing than it is to stop them,
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