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CHAPTER VIIIL.—(Continued).

“It does, indeed,” David sald,
grimly. “It is Wilkie Collins = gone
mad, Gaboriau in extremis, Du Bois-
gobey sulfering from delirium trem-
ens. 1 go to Gates’s. house here,
and am sclemnly told in the midst
of the surroundings that 1 can swear
to that I have never heen there be-
fore; the whole mad expedition is
launched by the turning of tie handle
of a telephone in the house of a dis-
tinguished, trusted, if prosaic, citi-
Zen. Soiebody
synopsis ol a story of mine,
knows how——-"

“That is fairly easy. The synopsis
was short, 1 suppose?’”’

“Only a few lines, say 1,000 words
'a Ssheet  of

paper. My writing is
very small. Tt was tucked into a
halfpenny open envelop—a magazine
office envelope, marked ‘Prof, urgent.’
Theie were the proofs of a short
story in the bufi envelope.”

“Which reached its destination 1in
due course?’”

“So I hear this. morning. But how |

¥

on carth—'

“TEasily enough.
gets slipped into a larger open
velope, the kind of big-mouth afiair
that enterprising flirms send out cir-
culars and patterns with. This falls
into the hands of tne woman who is
at the bottom of this and every

psis from sheer curiosity. The case
fits her case, and there you are. Mind
you, I don’t say that this is how the
thing actually happened, but how it
might have done so. When did you
post the letter?”’

"I can't give you
ten cave.”’

“And there would be no hurry for
a reply,”” Bell said, thoughtiully,
“And you had no cause for worry on
that head. Nor need the woman
who found it have kept the envelope
beyond the delay of a single post,
which is only a matter of an hour or
so in London. If You go a little
farther we find that money is no ob-
ject, hence the £1,000 .offer and the
carciul, and doubtless expensive, in-
quiry into your posilion. . Steel, I
am going to enjoy this case.’’

“You're welcome to

the date. Say

- you can get out of it,”” David said, |
grimly.  ““So far as 1 am concern-

ed, I fail to see the humor. Isgn’t
this the oflice you are after?”’

Bell nodded and disappeared, pre-
sently to return with two exceedingly
rusty keys tied together with a drab
piece of tape. e jingled them on
his long, slender forefinger with an
air of positive enjoyment.

“Now come along,”” he said. L
feel like a boy who has marked down
something rarve in the way of a bird's
nest. We will.go back to Brunswick
Square exactly the same way as you
approached it on the night of the
great adventure.”’

CHADI'TER IX.

“Any particular object in  that
course?’”’ David asked.

“There ought to be an object in
everything that even an irrational

man says or does,’”” Bell replied. “I]
some marvellous re-’

have achieved
gults by following up a single sen-
tence uttered by a patient. Besides,
on the evening in question you were
particularly told to approach the
house from the sea front.”

“Somebody might have been on
the look-out near the Western Road
entrance,”” Steel suggested,

“Possibly. [ have another theory.
Here we are. The

fanlights run from 187 upwards, get-|

ting gradually to 219 as you breast

the slope. At one o'clock in the
morning every house would be ini
darkness. IDlid vou find that to bhe
s0?™’

“T didn't notice a light anywhere !

till I reached 219."”

“Good again. And you could only
find 219 by the light over the door.
Naturally you were not interested in
and would not have noticed any
other number. Well, here is 218,
where [ propose to enier, and for
which purpose I have the keys.
Come along.”

David followed wonderingly.  The
houses in  Brunswick Square are
somewhat irregular in point of arch-
itecture, and Nos. 218 and 119
were the only matched pair
abouts. Signs were not wanting, as
Bell pointed out, that at one time
the houses had been cccupied as one
residence. The two entrance-halls
were back to back, so to speak, and
what had obviously bheen a doorway
leading from one to the other  had
been plastered up within compara-
tively recent memonry.

Phe grim and dusty desolation of
an empty house seemed to he  sup-

pleruented " here by a deeper desola-

tion. Not that there was any dust
on the ground - floor, which seemed a
singular thing seeing that' elsewhere

the bhoards were powdered with it, .

and festoons of brown cobwebs hung
evervwhore. Bell smiled approving-
ly. ag David Steel pointed the fact
out to him,

“Po you note another singular
poini?'” the former asked.

“No," David said, thoughtfuily; “I

gets hold of  the
leavens |

all the fun

figures over the |

there- |

he same vivid erimson blind in
sentre window. And the color
| the walls is exactly the same.

a perfect facsimile.”

|

"| “Made up to 25th June, since

1
|

th‘;' here. You are _
Tﬂ You have practically convinced
: . : : - h_e | that I have been inside the real 219 | had
| faint discoloration by the fireplace is|{or the first time to-day.

M Em s ey ——

Ag Steel spoke

Down in the basement hy the
door stood the meter.

ing them down Steel was enabled to
light the passage. -
“There's the card,’” Bell exclaimed.

the house has heen void.

that's right.

What do vou make of the card?"’
1582, David = cricd.
means eleten units since the

was last taken. Or, if you like to

quite right,

T P JPRRRE : ' - : - ; y
In fact, this is the room you Wert more  astounding does it hecome.

in the other - might,”” Bell
| gquistly. ! :
. “Tmpossible!” Steel cried.
' blind may be an accident, so might
{ the fading of the distemper.
| the furniture, the enecravings, the fit-
| tings generally—"'
' which we shall arrive at @ with
tience.”

. ““Can we arrive at the number over
- the door with patience?”

| “Fxactly what'T wat coming

| back sitting-room. Would you mind

| ae?’”’ :
| David complied readily enough.
' He was growing credulous and inter-
| ested in spite of himself. At Bell’s

| instigation he placed the steps before
| the fanlight and mounted them. Over

The whole thin'g_-f. his head were the figsures 218 in elon-
| gated shape and formed in white por-
id, slo 1.'13?. |

=ald, Wi¥. ' help a woman again—"'
“apply the| &

! celain.

| “*Now - then,’” Bell
“Pake this pocket-knife,

| blade to the right-hand lower

=mall o, in fact—and I shall be cx-
tremely surprised if the quarter sec-
1t.ic-n doesn't come away from the
| glass of the fanlight, leaving the

i
i

| tly, please.
'yoursell that the piece comes away
| because it is broken, and not he-
! cause the pressure has cracked it.
| Now then.’”

|  The point of the kniie was
' under the edge of the porcelain he-
| fore the segment of the lower circle
dropped into Steel’s hand. He could
| feel the edzes of the cement sticking
| to his fingers. ' As yet the full force

' him.
| *““Go out into the road and look at
| the fanlight,”” Bell directed.

David complied eagerly. A sharp
“ery of surprise escaped him as he

| looked up.

ent. Instead of the ligures 818 he

a fairly indififerent 9, but one that
would have passed muster without
criticism by ninety-nine people out of
a hundred. With a strong light be-

never have been noticed at all. The
very simplicity and ingeniousness of
the scheme was its safeguard.

“T should like to have the address
of the man who thought that out,”
David said, drily.

“Yes, I fancy that you are dealing
with quite clever people,”” Bell re-
plied. “And now I have shown you
- how utterly yvou have been deceived
over the numbher we' will go a little
farther. TIor
in which the
- worked must remail a mystery. But
- there has been furniture here., or this
| room and the hall would not have
i been so carelully swept and garnish-
ed whilst the rest -of the house re-
mains in so dirty a condition.
eves don't deceive me 1 can sce two
fresh nails driven into the archway
leading to the back hall. On those
nails hung the curtain that prevent-
ed you sceing more than was necos-
sary. Are you still incredulous as
to the house where you had your re-
narkable adventure?’’

[ I confess that my faith kas been
| seriously shaken,’’ David admitted,
| ““But  about the furniture? And
labout my telephone call from Mr.
!
t
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rates’s town house? ™ And about my
adventure taking place in the very
next house to the one taken by him
at Brighton 2 And about Miss Gates’
‘agitation when she learnt my identi-
ty ? Do you call them coinci-
| dences?’’ _
“No, I don’t,”” Bell said, promptly.
“They arc merely evidences of clever
folks taking advantage of an excel-
lent gtrategic position. I said just
now that it was an important point
that Mr. Gates had merely taken the
next door furnished. But we shall
come to that side of the theory in
|due course. Have you any other
objection to urge?”
““One more, and I have finished for
the present. When I came here the
other night—provided of course that
'T did come herc—immediately upon
my entering the dining-room the
place ' 'was  brilliantly illuminated.
|1'~_.':}1.v, directly. the place was void the
isupply of clectric current would e
feut off at the meter. So far as I
‘can judge, some two or three units
must have been consumed during the
visit. There could not be many less
than ten lights burning for an hour,
Now, those unites must show on the

hardly |

gk |
I'he | tenant or

said, |What do you propose to do next?”

id T,

Find out the
owner,’

name of the

. he snapped down |riot. too - extravagantly.
'the hall switch and no result came. | the strange
area | was there.

| Both switch- | black head would uplift from the cop-
1  es were turned off, but on Bell press-| pice ‘growth, and

growl come from _between a double i11"-“31'1'r in
2 A i3 > ‘how since 1749 it has besn the pol-
wer ; Dy e I : : :
ere no fiction, they lived and bred !u:;r at Lhasa up to the present reign

t,liev!t“ assassinate every Dalai Lama. In

when | in the fifteen or twenty acres of cop-
Just a ! pice round: the
| minute whilst T read the meter. Yes, | were fed
Aceording to. this the | thrashed without mercy if they show-
card in your hand, provided that the jed in the garden. Perhaps they look- |
light has not been used since the in- ed
dex wag taken, should read at 1521.  they really were, being Cuban blood-

“Which| to the place and lent it new
meter | to the simple folk around.

: z The bell was swinging dolefully |

| -——stop! The two side-shutiers e the nut it from your point of view, elev-|over the stable-turret; it rang out its

ilul}‘**ﬂ-’indﬂ‘ﬂﬁ are cloged, and there is on ypits. used the night that I came | passing note till

L

|

Bell, .eight and then mercifully ceased. At
me  the same moment

. And . yet| years the lady of the house:descend-
| the more one probes the mystery the ed the broad, black oak staircase to
 the hall.

last ed that dinner was ready.
Bell suggested. ! have been the butler of an archhbishop

And yet
haunting sense of fear
Now and again a huge

a long, rumbling |

row of white teeth. Tor the  dogs

house, where
regularly and regularly
more fierce and truculent

hounds, but they gave a weird color
terror

the clock struck

precisely as she
time the last seven

1

DALAT LAMA LUCKY.

Chinese Killed All Previous Ones
.at the Age of 18.

Col. Waddell, a well known ex-
Tibetan matters, describes

1749, the Tibetans having massacred

lthe Chinese at Lhasa, the Chineso

tmperor Chaulung sent a punitiva

thap larmy and restored the Chinese A as-

cendaney, and the intluence of the
Chinese Ambans was enotmously 1n-
ereased. They kept the appeintment

‘of,a Regent .in their own hands and

were the real driving power of state.
Col. Waddell continues:

“ enceforth the Dalai Lama | al-
ways died young. He never attained
' his majorily. No sooner had a Dalai

done any

A hutler of -the old-fash-
ioned type bowed to her and annouc-

“Discover what the two houses were from his mien and deportment, yet

one person.

But | used for when they were occupicd by | his evening dress was scedy and shiny
Also ascertain why on|ta the last degree, his patent leather

|earth the owners are willing to let alpoots had long lost their lustre, his

i

agents.”’

Steel was nothing loth to find him- | 4100 4na  their once smartly cut

: 3 ; : 0. lgelf in the fresh air again. ' d Y

| T noticed an old pair of steps in the ippogress  had been
| ;

: > . opening of a

| placing them against the fanlight for |y agters, and

made like
chess-match hetween
vet the more Steel
thought of it the more muddled and
hewildered did he become. No com-
plicated tangle in the way of a plot

had ever been anything like the skein

this was.
“1’'m like a child in your hands,”
he @aid. “I'm @ blind man . on the

end of a string; a man dazed Wwith |qqundry

wine in' a labyrinth. And if ever

He paused as he caught sight of

half 'Ruth Gates's lovely face through the

| o o
other case, ‘and she ‘reads the syno-j of the bottom of the 8—to halfi the

window of No. 219.  Her features
were tinged with melancholy; there
was a look of deepest svmpathy and

| leeling and compassion in her glor-

- jous eyes.
rest of the figure intact. Very gen-: -

‘compared the

'this reason that a

' of the discovery was not apparent to  Dight all the

lost in a sigh.

CHAPTER X,

A bell tolled mournfully with a

She slipped back as Steel

= - howed, and the rest of his speech was |
I want you to convince

Smﬁe L trimmed coats
ihe them.

““Are allicapable of an r::-.:plana.tmgi 'house this size and in this situation | linen was terribly frayed and yellow.
Pazifor a sum like £80 per annum. Let|wp footmen in livery stoed in  the
‘us wo and take the keys back'to the | pall.

They might have heen supers
playing on the bhoards of a, travelling
and
hung raggedly upon

(T'o he Continued.)
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ODDS AND ENDS.
Interest From  DNany
Countries.
Among ' the proposed
regulations  is

Items of

new Paris
one which

I'' makes it compulsory for all laundry

girls to wear indiarubber gloves
while at worlk.
Oscar Schutz, of Innsbhruck, was

sentenced to six  months’ imprison-

“ment for heating a postman who was

five minutes late in delivering a

' letter from his fiance.

One of the most enrious of all the
preventive medicines in China is that

‘gpun made from a black eat. which

is drun% hy blacksmiths in Canfon

'tn rrevent burns from hot metals,

slow, swinging cadence like a passing
' bell. On winter nights folks, pass-

ing the Touse of the Silent Sorrow,
doleful
the boom that carries the crinvinal
from the cell to the scaliold.  Every
vear round the little
valley of Longdean echced to that
mournful clang. Perhaps it was for
wandering poet

christened the pluce as the Touse of

The change was appar-. °

the Silent Sorrow,
'or seven years this had been go-

Jing on now, until nobody but stran-

could read now the change to 219—]

gers noticed it.  From hali-past sev-

‘en till eight o’clock that hideous bell

'rang its
‘Why it was
'tell. Nobody in the village had ever
hind the figures the clumsy 9 would

swinging, melancholy note.
nobody could possibly
heen beyond the

oreat rusty gates

leading to a dark drive of Scotch firs

rest had
gtrewn stone wall and penetrated the

i staring eyves,

the present, the way |
furniture trick was |

i
|
|

If my |

i
L]
'l

1
|

tliough one small boy bolder than the
once climbed the lichen-

clanging  to!

hionard,

thick under-growth beyvond. Hence he’

had returned, witih white face and

that great wild ‘dogs dwelt in the
thickets.  Subsequently the

Caeae, beeause sugar Jdoss net agroe |
with the information :

village

poacher conlirmed this information. |

gubject, but merely hinted that the
agrounds of Longdean Grange

predatory dispesition.

Indeed, on moonlight nights those
apocryphal hounds were heard to bay
and whimper. A shepherd up  late
one spring night averred that he had
geen two of them lighting. DBut no-
body could say anything aboutl them
for certain; also it was equally cer-
tain  that nobody knew anything
about the people at Longdean Grange

The place had been shut up for thir-|

ty years, being understood to he in
Chancery, when the announcement
went forth that a distant relative of
the family had arranged to live there
in [uture.

What the lady of the Grange was
like nobody could say. She had ar-
rived late one night accompanied by
a niece, and from that moment she
had never been beyond the house.
None of the large stall of servants
over left the grounds unless it was
to quit altogether. and then they
were understood to leave at night
with o large bonus in money as a re-
compense for their promise to evacu-
ate Sussex without delay. ISvery-
thing was ordered by telephone froin
Drighton and left at the porter’'s
lodge, The porter  was a stranger.
also he was deaf and exceedingly ill-
tempered, so that long since the vil-
lage had abandoned the hope of get-
ting anyvthing out of him. One ra-
tional human being they s=aw Irom
the Grange occasionally, a big man
with an exceedingly benevolent face
and mild, large, blue eyes—a man full
of Christian kindness and given to
largesse to the wvillage boys. The
hig gentleman went by the name of
“AMr. Charles,”” and was understood
to have a lot of pigeons of which he
was  exceedingly  fond. But who
“Aly, Charles’’ was, or how he had

JHe was not exactlyviloguacious on the

were |
Imot salubrious: for naturalists with a
{ |

The wvillare ecommeil of Hirsingen
(Alsatin) hns the following
advertisoment -—"“Wanterd, n oo
man for windine-un the steonle clock.
No salary at the heginming: later on
(dnuhle.”’

isstinid

Aecordine to 'a derigsion given  hy |
the Courtyvy Court iudee at Newarlk, |

n hov's life is twire as valuahle as a
rirl's from the lemal standpoint, and
he damares in the action were as-
enneer] nerocdinely,

An  Tinlian orean evinder mnamed
Artonic Mora. chareecd at Birmine-
Fam. TFnzland. with  nging obhscenc
Inpena~e, nroved fthat the sunnosed
“ohesrene inneuace’ ha nttered was
amly hie own name. and he was dis-
~thareod

A erhonrner. Iaden  with  =suear,
aercumded off ihe coast of New .Jer-
cpy. on tha earep was thrown over-
The vronrietor of an ovster-

Bad in ‘ha wicinity is ening for dam- |

with ovetars,
CGeoree Jandt, a tearber, of TTalha -
atadt. Cermanv, ‘L‘E“T‘lhn WaR

for ill-treeatmoernt of s~hoolhoyvs, used
to hure thair hands by means of a
hurnineo-class when he wanted  them
to comferss a misdaine,

A parakegt in the Yoological Gar-
Aomg, T ondon, has lived more  thoan
City vears withiout WAdinkine  anv-
thing. Patagonian llamas live for

| vears withont tasling water, and a

I

!

narticalar elass of cows bhred near
Tosere, in Trance, and noted for
the richness of their milk, take it
extremely rarely. i

Barbers and bharbers’ shops in Ma-
nila are by stringent. law constrained
to display scrupulously white coats,
clean hands, the best soap, and ster-
ilized instruments. Trom time to
time the police make a round of the
town, and arrest all razor-weilders
who are not complying with the hye-
law.

Another attempt has been  made
by the inhabitants of XZug, Switzer-
land, to induece the authorities to
permit Sunday dancing at the coun-
try tea-gardens and village inns. The
Girand Council., to whom the matter
was referved,  has, however, sternly
refuserd to alterr the law. '

Opr~ o' the wenders of the Dank of
IFn~land is a weighing machine,
which is o delicately adjusted that
it can give the accurate weight of
a speck of dust, and can also weigh
anv amount of metal up to 400
pounds, A postage-stamp on  the
seale will swing an  indicator on
a semi-cirele a space of six inches.

Parisians who suspect, ndulteration
in the food or drink they buy take
it. to the municipal laboratory and
have it analyzed free of cost. Tha
citv undertakes the prosecution (if
neastd hey of the offender, whe, if the
case be proven, is lable not only
to fine. and imprisonment, but to
the exnpasure in his shop window of

!gqt t'l_mt. name. it would have puzzled la notice of ‘‘conviection of adultera-
| the wisest head ¢ the village to 1&11._[tiﬂn L

meter. Can- you read ‘an-electric
of that hideous bell and that belt of

meter?”’

“My dear
easioer.””

“Then let us go down into the
hasement and  wsettle the matter.
There is pretty sure to be g card on
the meter made up to the day» when
the last tenaut went out, See, the
ssupply is cut off now.”’

fellow, there is nothing

= W ?
— e e il

And yet, but for the mighty clamor

wilderness that surrounded it, Long-

gean Grange was a cheerful-looking !
cmerging  from |

houge, Any visitor

. N S—
HOSPITAT T?TJD‘E?EIES::.

Al the hespitals and almshouses in

Rerlin are regularly supplied  with

the drive would have been delighted | fresh fowers irom the public  gar-

with it I"ar the lawns were

irim | dons, while twice n week nach of the |

and truly kept, the heds were blaz- | national schools receives from 100 1o

ing masses of flowers,

the creepers | 150 specimens of four different kinds

over the Grange were not allowed to |of plants for use at botany lessons.

He might | whve¢ in charge of

reached the age of 18 than he died

lin a mysterious manner, thus neces-

‘sitating the accession of a newborn
\infant = and prolonging the Regent's
‘torm of office. So a Regent was al-
f the Government
land he has worked in collusion with
‘the Chinese Ambans to limit the lifa
lof the Dalai Lamas. 0Of the last
four Dalai Lamas, one died at 11 and
the other three at 18,

| ““T'he present Dalai has been per-
‘mitted to bhecome an exception to
ihis  rule. As this was a blow
against the intolerable tyranny of
| China, the National party which has
‘arisen in Tibet, and to whom Chin-
‘ese interference has become too omer-
ous and distasteful, is credited with
having saved the present Dalai from
ithe fate of his predecessors. Certain-
i1y he and his Government have now
lescaped from the Chinese leading
i strings.

| ““When the present Dalai, who was
'born in 1876, reached the tragic age
of 18, which is regarded as the limit
of a Dalai’s life, the young National
party by stratagem obtatned the
‘seals of office from the Regent, whom
“they imprisoned in a monastgry,
‘where shortly afterward he died, The
Dolai’ Lama assumed soversign pow-
er and deprived the Chinese Ambans
‘of any say in the government. Tha
Natter (@filcials procured am indig-
nant, Chinese edict from Pekin, or-
dering that the Regent be reinstated
and the seals returned. Meanwhile
'the Regent died, or was mundered,
and a new senior Amban came 1o
'Lhasa and was bribed heavily to let
‘matters remain as they were. e
suppressed the edict, while at the
same time leading the Pekin Govern-
ment to helieve that it has been com-
 plied with, .
““Afterward the opportunist young
| Lama, profiting by China's loss of
'prestige through her defeats by Ja-
‘pan, and afterward by the allicd
‘armies in 1900, openly refused to be
‘guided by the Chinese, and these have
‘now to cenféss how powerless they
are in Tibet and how contemptuous-

1v the Tibetans regard their au-
|tlim~il;:-;, which is now an empty
‘farce. As recently as 1902, the Chi-

'nese Viceroy of the western province
loi Swzechuan, which adjoins Tibet,
had to ask Pekin to send an army
to Lhasa to make Chinese power re-
| spected.”’ '

iy
PROJECTS FOR EGYPT.

E—————

'To Spend $107,000,000 and Re-
'. deem 2,650,000 Acres.

The British Foreign Ofiice has is-
sued a blue book containing an ex-
haustive report by Sir William Gar-
stin upon the basin of the upper Nile
in which a gigantic programme of
public work in ligypt is recommend-
ed. It is nmow well known 'how for
scores of miles sudd, or river weed,
marshes block the Upper Nile. Sir
William Garstin estimates that the
cost of cutting a proper channel
would be £3,500,000,

The worlk is likely to have to be
repeated every [ew years, thereiors

sentenced |
recently to two vears' imnrisonment |

for the White Nile from Boz to Tan-
fikin, a distance of over 200 miles,
the probable cost of which would be
£5,500,000, By this means the 80

toria and Albert, now lost in the
swamps between Lado and I'ashodsa,
would be preserved. The scheme in-
cludes dams for the regulation of the
overflow from Victoria and Albert.

Sir  William  also sketches great
projects for the regulation of the
Blue Nile al a point several hundred
miles above Khartoum. He proposes
to dam the river Gash, which is
now dry hali the year, and in this
way irrigate the plains around Kas-
sala.

The whole scheme will reclaim the
entire Soudan and secure to ISgypt
constant and sufficient water supply
for the whole area between the cat-
aracts and the AMeriterranean. The
total cost of the scheme, including
the raising of the Assouan dam and
completing the Suakim-Berber Rail-
way, is
Fifteen years
time for completion.

Trrigation works would then bring

in Egypt and the Soudan, giving the
former an additional revenue of £1,-
205,000 and the latter £500,000 a
| year,

| proem
| HE'S SO CLEVER.

“Does yvour husband take as much

lintamst in horse racing as he used
Fto?" _
! “Yes,”” answered young Mrs. Tor-
kine. ““‘Charley can always tell the
i day beiore a race which horse ought
| to win and the day after why he
didn’t."”’

he suggests cutting a new wide course

per cent. of waler from Lakes Vic-

estimated at £21,400,000..
is sugrested as the

2,650,000 more acres into cultivation-




