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THENEWS N A NUTSHEL

JYE VEPRY LATEST FROM
ALL THE WORLD OVER.

e

Interesting liems About Our Own Country,
(reat Britain, the United States, and
All Parts of the Globe, Condensed and

Assorted for Easy Reading.

CANADA.

Crop reports from morthern Mani-
toba are gratifying,

The: price of bread has been reduced
to 11 ccnis a loaf at Ottawa.

The Presbyterian General Assembly
will meet in Hamilton next year.

The capital of the Union Bank of
Qu:bec will be increased to $1,500,000.

Hamilton has closed a contract for
conl’ for its public buildings at $4 per
ton. :

Senator Maclnnes offers Dm}durn
Park to Hamilton City Council for
B65,000,

A rich placer gold field has been
struck at Two Year Creek, a branch of
the Stikine.

Miners in the Klondike district are
protesting against the existing trail
and; i ransportation facilities.

The Town Council of Louisville,
Que.. has decide ! tid establish a muni-
cipal wine and cider factory. '

At Guelph, David Irvine, a noted
burglar, was sentenced to fourteen
years in the Kingston Penitentiary.

Two Hamilton Klondikers have re-
turned home disgusted with their ef-
forts to reach the land of gold.

The Provineial Board of Health of
Ontario has been notifiel of an out-
‘break| of smallpex in New York State.

According to a report that has reach-
ed Vancoyver, a transfer boat of the
C. P. R. has been wrecked on the
EBkeena river, .

Caterpillars are ravaging the fruit
treesf and berry bushes in the vicinity
of Kingston. Whole orchards have been
st ripped,

IFFour per cent. 40 yeur city water
bonds of St. John, N.B., sold for 106
1-2, the buyer being the Bank of New
Bruoswick,

Mhree men were killed by an explo-
gion and fire at the Asbestos & As-
bestic Company works near Danville,
Quebec,

The Ontario Government has issued
Instructions for the seizure of all fruit
pn which there is any sign of San Jose
peale.

At Kingston a vicious Newfoundland
dog atlacked the youngest son of Lieut.
(ol. Drury and tore the flesh from his
face and jaw.

The absence of Senator Sutherland of
Manitoba for two consecutive sessions
has caused another vacancy in the Up-

per Chamber,

Edward Lynes, caretaker of the Ber-
lin postoffice, has been arrested charg-
ed with stealing a registered letter
containing wmoney,

Lord Strathcona’s herd of buffalo
from Silver MHeights, Winnipeg, has
been safely landed at Banff in the
Canadian National Park.

In connection with a fatality, the
coroner’s jury censured the Hull El-
ectric railway for not properly pro-
tecting highway crossings.

The body of Fred. Cope, ex-Mayor
of Vamcouver, B.C., who was drown-
ed last winter on his way to the Klon-
dike has been recovered.

The body of young ‘Patterson of
Humilton, who was drowned on Au-
gust 31 last en route to the Klondike,
his been found near Edmonton.

Mr. Archibald Blue, Director of the
Ontario Government Mining Bureau,
says that the recent strike of oil in
Kent, Co., Ont.,, is tha best made in
lnte years.

Mrs. W. A. Mitchell, of Kingston,
partook of some sliced cucumbers
which cuused puch a violent illness
that sh: burst a blood vessel and died
of homorrhage.

Chirles Moyan, an old Toronto boy,
wh? is now a gunner on the ecruiser
New York, writes to a friend in that
city, “ You will all hear of the end of
the war in thirty or forty days.

A proposal is to be made to the City
Couneil at 8t. John, N. B., to secure
legislation to expropriate the pro-
perty, privileges and franchises of
the St. John Street Railway Company,
to be conducted by the city in thas in-
terest of tuxpayers. R

The Ontario Government and the les-
ge¢ of the binder twine plant at the
Central Prison haive made arrange-
ments to add to, the plant, at the les-
eee's expense, sufficiently to establish
g rope walk, and rope will in future
be inade almost exclusively.

Mrs. Constantinides, wife of Dr. Con-
stantinides, wmvas stricken with avo-
plexy while walking in Toronto on
Monduy, and was taken home in an
apparently dying condition. She has
materially improved and her condition
affords hope of recovery.

GREAT BRITAIN.

John Trodd, the insine Englishman
who shot a German Count in London,
mistook the latter for Colonel John
Hiy, the American Minister.

Lord William Seymour, uncle of the
Marquis of Hertford, bas been gazet-
ted commander of the British troops
in Canada to suceeed Lieut.-Gen. A. G.
Montgomery Moore.

The: Marquis o! Lainsdowne announe-
es that all the officers implicated in
th* Transvaal raid, with the exception
of Col. Rhodes and Major Willough-
by, will be reinstatéd in the army on
palf-pay. |

The owners of the British steamer
Roman, which on February 27 last tow-
ed the disabled steamer Ia Champagne
ol the Compngnie OGenerale TranSat-
lentique, into Halifax, have been
awarded £15.000 ssivage by the British
Admiralty Court.

UNITED STATES.

The yellow fever epidemic at Mece-
Henry, Miss., is abating.

Five men were killed in a mine dis-
aster at Staats City, Mo.

The Masonic Grand Lodge at Seattle

will recognize negro Masonic lodges.
This is the first American lodge to do
80.
John Herman Wenzel, late of Tavi-
stock. Ontario, shot himself through
the heart in Delreoit. He was out of
v'ork and despondent.

A ‘general order has been issued to
the effect that no mnative of the
Philippines shall be enlisted In the
army of the United States.

A despatch from San Francisco an-
u'nincml.%he death there by ;umid? of
“Sir Hugh W. Williams, Bart., F‘.{.r.S_ﬂ
AMLI.CLE.”. Nob such name appears 1in
the baronetage. ‘

Sir Julinn Pauncefote the British
Ambassador at Washington, has been
notified that he wilk remain there an-
other vear to conclude certain matters
ot im[;urta.nue that he has in hand.

A murderer was lynched on the Puh-
lic Square at Great Bend, Kansas, on
Monday night by a mob. The victim
was John Becker. He killed o girl 16
yeard of age an April 8. 1 )

il iy w York financial concerns
hﬂj*;*ﬂﬂpg:rﬁd to subscriba for the en-
tire 8200 000,000 of bonds a,mthnnzgd by
the Unite:d States war revenue bill, or
such part as may not be gubseribed for
by the publie. :

Anton Dreber, the millionaire br:m:'-
er of Au:tria it is stated, has announ--
ed that he intends establishing in Al1i-
waukee a 8100 000 £00 branch of his busgl-
ness, Dreher owns four big plants 1n
Aw tria and Bohemia. g i

. death sentence of Salter 17 MW oI=
d s:r:[;h:v.-ill be commuted to life Imprison-
ment by the Governor of California.
Worden is the man who, during tl.'_ua
great railroad strike of 1834 hfe,llmtl Ln'
wreclk .o Scuthern Pacifio train. neal
Queramento, killing an engineer and
three soldiers. Insanity 1s the cause
of this move. 2 |

The engineers, stokers and ordinary
seamen who liave been in Service _?H
the scout ships Yale and Harvard txl*;l
refuse to izo to sea on the vessels_'“_ en
they leave Newport News as auxiliary
cruisers. These men were 11 the en:ttll-
ploy of the American Line when the
steamers were leased by the Govern-
ment and they slgned articles of agree-
ment for one year, but claim they d.l.l:l
not enlist in the navy, and therfore
cannot be compelled to go into Ser-
vice on a warship, especially as most
of them are subjects of foreign pow-
ers. !

GENERAL.

Thirty lives were lost by the collapse
of & Lnilding in Biot, kFrance.

An Englich sypdicate will wm-kwthe
iron deposits in Bay de Verde. i New-
foundland fishing settlement. :

A revolution which has existed in
Venezuela for the past six months 1s
at an end, Hernandez, the leader.ofithe
rebels having been captured, and his
forces defeated on Sunday night. '

An English company with a million
dollars capital has been formed to
work the iron deposits of Bay !de Ver-
des, Newfoundland. These deposits are
regarded as the best in the' world.

The new German tariff excludes Can-
ada from the mn&t—favured-nalﬂ;ﬂn priv-
ileges. The inference is that {:ur:mu.ny
is attempting to revenge herself up-
on Canada for upsetting the Anglo-
German trealy.
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AN INTELLIGENT SHEDP DOG.

Would Steal Sheep for His Master and
Drive Them to n Secluded "lace.

The Collie is a wonderful dog, the
most intelligent and_ faitkful of the
race. I will tell you an anecdote illus-
trating the sagacity of this friend of
the shepherd and his flock—thorough-
lv authentic, but marvelous beyond be-
i%ﬂf- It was long the custom in the
Seottich Highlands, says Sheep Breeder,
to mark the sheep by impressing with
a hot iron a certain letter upon their
faces. The shepherds of Tweeddale had
far a lang time been missing a few of
the choicest of their flocks, and one day
2 blaok-faced ews returned to her
lamb from bLeyond the river, with the
letter O burned iover the T that was
her owner’'s brand. A farmer living in
14 wild and secluded glen, shut in by
erog  and mountain, where the mist
came down like darkness and the eagle
serdimed; above the eataract, was |
known to use the letter O as his “birn."”
The glen was searched and 660 stolen
sheep recovered. (He confessed his

crimes and was executed in the city of
Edipburgh @n 1773, “Upon th4 pre-
Utense of lml-i.n[x he would "i-"li.ill.i'. the
telnse of ‘buyving he would visit the
flocks in the vale of Tweed, accompani-

ad by his Collie Yarrow, and point out
tho=e sheep that he wished him todrive
home. Then he would ride off to his
own glen, passing thrm].g;h‘ﬂrpry ham-
let and calling at every inn on the
way. Yarrow, concealed on some hill-
vide among the heather, would wait for
the darkness to come and hide his evil
deeds from the light of the sun: then
he would eelect every sheep that his
master had pdintgl out! to him and
darive them rapidly by unfrequented
paths over mountain and moor to his
own dark glen., before .the weather
rleam of the eastern hills began to be
tinged with the brightening dawn.
There the “birn” was eanceled by the
latter O in an enclosure in the bhollow
of @a hill; Yarrow keeping faithufl
guard outs<ide. and never failing to
notify his.master of the approach of
stringers.
e e e —————— I
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LARGEST PUBLIC DERBT.
The public debt of France is the larg- |
est ‘n the world, sand amounts o £1,-

600,000,000,

z
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THINNING FRUIT. i
! more difficult to restrain.
'est plan in all cases is to keep the

When fruit growers, generally, re-
cognize the fact that thinning fruit is
as important as cultivation, pruning,
ete,, there will be not only more and
better fruit grown, but there will not
be s0 many “off years.” All varieties
that have a tendency to overbear
should be thinned, and this is especial-
ly {rue of fruiits that set in clusters.
A tree, vine or shrub has only so much
vital force, and if it expends it upon
a limited amount of work, the work
will be well done, whereas if the power
is scattered over a great deal of sur-
face, none of the work will be more
than half done. No tree, says Wis-
consin Farmer, should be permitted to
be so loaded as to require propping or
to causs the branches to bend materi-
ally, or the growth of the fruit will
be checked and Its quality injured.
With the grape the desired result is
reached by pruning back severely, and
no one expects to have good grapes
without it, but with fruit trees this
is not practicable, and resort must be
had to thinning. Every time a tree
is permitted to overbear, its vitality 1s
reduced to such a degree that it must
rest for two or three years, or worse
still, its growth is checked and it is
permanently injured. Moreover, an
overcrop requires the tree to mature,
or at least try to mature, a much
larger number of seeds, and seed pro-
duction is the most exhausting work
that vegetation has to perform. 7The
seads that a propped apple tree makes
are a greater tax upon its vitality than
it is to make the fruit. There have not
been many extended experiments at ex-
periment stations to ascertain precisely
how pgreat the advantage of severe
thinning is, but there have been
enough to mnke the fact that it 1s
profitable, apparent. Such experi-
ments have been tried in a limited way
on a4 number of kinds of fruit trees,
such as plums, apples, peaches, etc.,
and ‘even currants ars improved in
quality when the tips of the fruit
clusters are eclipped off. In the case
of currants it is not regarded . as pro-
fitable to do the work, but the fact
that it has been experimentally done

with the results stated, is valuable be-
cause it proves the umniversality of the
principle. In & great many com-
mercial orchards, particularly in peach
orchards, thinning is practiced as re-
gularly as amny other detail in man-
agement and is always found profita-
ble. The sdvantages resulting [rom
thinning are many. In the first place
the size of the fruit is increased, it has
a higher color and better flavor. In
other words, the tree does better work
when it is not overtaxed. Next, it
reduces the amount of inferior fruit
and windfalls. We often have a good
deal of ecomplaint about trees dropping
Ltheir fruit, but the evil would be great-
ly diminished if thinning wewe regu-
larly practiced. It is especially neces-
sury in the case of all varieties that
have short stems and grow in clusters,
and on which, on this account, the in-
dividual fruits so crowd each other as
they increase in size that they actually
“pull each other,” so to speak. Thin-
ning also decreases the amount of
rot, particularly in the case of peaches
and plums, because the disease can
spread less easily when the fruits do
not touch each other. If the thin-
ning is done by bhand, those fruits that
have been attacked by insects can be
removed, and insect injuries are thus
reduced. ‘The vitality of the tree is
spared by thinning, it is longer lived
and 1s a more regular bearer. The
better development of Lbhe fruit al-
lowed Lo remiin on the tree generally
mikes a larger total yield in bushes,
and the better quality makes it bring a
higher price per bushel. The Missouri
Horticultural Society announced a
couple of years ago its belief that if
from a heavily loaded tree, a half or
even three-fourths of the fruit were
removed, the product in bushels would
be greater than if all were permitted
to remiin, besides being of hetter
quality. As to the time when the
thinning should be done, the purpose

| being to prevent the tree from wasting

its vital force, the earlier the fruit be
taken off the better, provided it be de-
layved until the danger of dropping
through lack of pollination, frost, ete,,
is pnst. Plums are usually thinned
when about half grown and before the
pits harden; peaches at about the
same stage and apples when they are
about the size of hickory nuts. [t
should be thorough enough to leave the
individual fruits not less than four in-
ches apart. If the reader doubts the
advantages of thinning or thinks  he
has not time to attend to it, let him
aclect a couple of trees and do a little
experimenting. Let the trees select-
ad be of the same variety and such as
have set a large amount of fruit. Thin
one of them quite severely, leaving not
less than four inches between each
fruit, and leave the other untouched
a8 & check tree, and then watch the
results. The results he may expect,
are meore and better fruit from the
thinned tree, with a good ecrop mnext
year as well as this year, when the un-
thinned tree will probably be resting.

KEEP FENCES GOOD.
One of the most common causes of
breachy animals on the farm is poor

fences, and we may go further and say |
that a good part of the injury to Hlu:-l:i
from barbed wire fences is due to a
poor condition of the fence. The wires '

get loose and sag down, and stock get
tangled up in them and injure them-
selves much worse than they would
if the fences were kept up properly.
Low tumble down fences are a constant
temptation to stock to break over,and
once they get started it will be much
The saf-

fences in a good condition, e-sxif'i:iﬂﬂ}'
thosa around the pasture. f the
stock are to be changed constantly
from one pasture or field to another,
provide good gates, as laying the fences
part way down and compelling the ani-
mals to jump over what is left up, 18
giving them the first lessons in jump-
ing or becoming breachy. If an ani-
mil seems inclined to be breachy, get
rid of it as scon as possible, as one
mischievous or breachy animal on the
farm will soon teach the greater part
Df‘ the others to be like them. With
wire fences properly built, care being
taken to have strong corner posts well
braced, it is not much work to keep
them in good condition. But no mat-
ter what kind of fences there may be
on the farm it is good plan to go over
them every few weeks and see that
they are kept in good repair.

— .

WRAPPING CHOICE FRUIT.

In this age of strong competition the
farmer and fruit grower must be up-
to-date and take advantage of each and
averything that promises to give him a
better price for his produect than the
average market price for an average
crop. If the grower has a crop.of ex-
tra fine fruit or vegetables it will cer-
tainly pay to spend some time and
money in putting them on the market

in the most attractive form. Take
early tomatoes, peaches and plums for
example; the choicest specimens can
be wrapped carefully in tissue paper,
put up in small packages and sold for
a fancy price. Extra fine specimens
of strawberries and other small fruits
could be attractively packed in the
ordinary wooden butter plate, for a
novelty, after first covering the plate
with tissue paper, or they could be
packed in the ordinary basket or box,
which should be new or clean, and by
being made attractive bring a high
price, In this day of large shipments
of the ordinary grades of fruit and
vegetables it will not pay to put a
choice loi of stuff on the market 1n
the ordinary way, for nine times out
of ten it would only serve to bring up
the price of the medium grades rath-
er than gain for itself the extra price
it deserved. On the other hand, the
care and small expense necessary to
put this extra fruit on the market so
attractively packed that it will attract
the attention it deserves, will be paid
for many times over.

SPRAYING FRUIT TREES.

For five weeks agents of the Ontario
Department of Agriculture have been
giving instruection in the spraying of
fruit trees at thirty orchards in dif-
ferent parts of the Province. Reports
sent to Dr. Orr, superintendent, 1n
charge of this work, have just been re-
ceived at the Department, to the ef-
fect that fungus is now appearing upon
apple and pear trees, and threatens to
do extensive injury to these crops un-
leas checked at once by spraying. In-
sect enemies also are more numerous
than usual this year. Apples, with

the exception of the Spy, have set well,
and where properly cared for, there is
promise of & good crop. In spraying
apple trees to check or prevent the
spot, use the Bordeaux mixture, made
as follows:

Bordeaux Mixture —Copper sulphate,
t Ibs.; lime, fresh, 4 1bs.; water, 40 gal.

Suspend the copper sulphate in five
gallons of water. This may be done
by putting in a bag of coarse material,
and hanging it so as to be covered by
the water. Slack the lime in about
the same qguantity of water. Then
mix the tweo, and add the remainder
of the forty gallons of water.

Warm water will dissolve the copper
sulphate more readily than cold water,
Lf the lime is at all dirtly, strain the
lime solution.
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HONESTY NOT THE BEST FPOLICY.

H2 was an honest young man, un-
used to the ways of society and
making a call on one of the most
stunning young ladies of the city,
[fow I love beamity, she said. It
seems' to me I would give aimost any
other worldly possession in exchange
for beauty.

Don’'t mind if you're not handsome
h= replied, it's much better to be kind
and pood.

Thenjhe went home wondering wha
had: given him a chill,

SUMMER SILLINESS,

At 1ast I have discovered it, grinned
fhe vouney man at the theater, before
his best girl had yat time to remove
her hat., You see before you an air
ship.

Pardon me, but I see nothing of the
kind.

Thenydook at the stage, It bas wings
and flies.

SHAKESPEARE'S LIMITATION.

[t beats me, mused the modern the-
atre-manager. This here William
Shakespeare wrote the play of Hamlet,
in which Ophelia gets drowned, yet he
leaves the drowning scene out. 4

It does seem queer, observed the
stage carpenter, with a touch of van-
ity ; but maybe he didn't know how
to make a tank.

e

CONEIDERATE VOCALIST,

The birds are singing light and free
With charm that never fails;
They never struggle for high O
Nor run chromatic scales.

ABOUT MODERN SHARPNEL

ITS OVERWHELMING EFFECT UPON
A BODY OF TROOPS.

What Happened YWhen a Sinle FProjecille
Saddenly Buarsts Into Two Hundred
FPleces - First Used In the Briilse E-I‘l"'_
vice,

One of the most effective of modern
projectiles is the shrapnel. It is one
of the forms o foase shot. The others
of the forms of case shot. The others
were the old-fashioned grape and cani-
ster. 1A case shot may be said to be a
collection of missiles in a case, which
breaks up either in the gun or at some
point in flight, thus setting free ils
death dealing particles,

As soon a sthe case is broken, each of
these particles goes an a separate path,
and it’s a sorry day for the man struck
by one of them. All of these falling
upen a jiece of Jlevel ground would
mark out an irregular oval, whose area
varias with differing conditions. It
has bean found that the best point to
burst the shrapnel is about six yards
above an dfifty in front of the enemy

THE SHRAPNEL.

Colanel Shrapnel, of the British ser
vice, first invented shrapnel in 1803,
This early form consisted simply of a
spherical shell filled with bullets and -
bursting charge of powder in the space
between. This was a ecrude invention
which scattered the fragments ttoo
much and wa sliable to go off when
not expected and not to do so when
desired. This form was improved up-
on, and the modern shrapnel can be
considere dthe most dangerous of all
life destroying projectiles. It consists
of three parts—lhe tube, the base and
the head. The powder charge is in the
base, which is firmly attached to the
bhody either by electrie welding or by
screwing. Leading from the base
through the cenftre of the body is a
tube which is also filled with powder,
which is ignited by the fuse at the
point of the shrapnel, an dearries the
fire to the main charge. Betweent wo
hundred and three hnndred bullets rest
wpon a diaphragm just over the pow-
der charge. These are held in place by
@ matrix of rosin which is melied and
poured upont he bullets when in place.
A skeleton cas eof cast iron contain-
ing receptacles for each bullet is some-
times used instead of the rosin,

The head is put on in the same man-
ner ast he base, and when the fuse is
inserted the projectile is ready for use.
Some shrapnels have the bursting
charge in the head instead of the base,
The fuse used is rather complicated. It
i a4 time fuse and in actual test has
shown its reliability. These fuses are
slight modifications of those ured a few
years ago.

I'TS HIGH COST.

It can readily be seen that one great
objection to the shrapnel is its high
cost. The fuse alone costs about $2.50,
The same gun is usually supplied with
three styles of ammunition—the solid
shot, the shell and the shrapnel. Some
batteries are also supplied with canis-
ter for use at close quarters. The bul-
lets In the canister have a wider dis-
persion, because the case breaks up in
the gun,

The shell is used to destroy inanim-
ate objects as well as animate ones. It
consists of a. hollow ecast iron shell,
with a fu-e and, bursting charge of
powder, The famouws shot fire | during
the cutiing of the cables at Cienfucgos
M a good example of its use. The Span-
mrds having taken refuge in and le-
bind o lighthowe a shell was fired,
which striking it fairly, burst and ut-
terly destroyedt he structure, killing
terly destroyed the structure, killing
many of the soldiers.

ADVANTAGE AGAINST ANIMATE
OBJ ECTS ALONE,

But against men in battle formation
the shrapnel is the mor eeffective. It
ceinds  p perfect, shower of missiles
which, falling in the midst of a com-
pany, would almost annibilate it. Many
Lests have been made to show this,

Shrapnels fired from a gun a mile
awiy in one instance, and a wmile and
two-thirds in the other, were made to
strike a board target one inch thick,
The fuses were set off by the contact,
nnd burst the projectila into two or
three hundred parts, eanch of which was
l.'.'L;!l:lilh_*. of dealing death to any living
thing in its path. Screens were placed
at indicaled distances from the target.
The<e may be considered as represent.-
ing a battalion of infuntry in column
of companies. From the number of
hits upon all of them the efficiency of
ation may be judged. :

In one shot 152 hits were made by a
<ingle shrauppel. In another 215 hits
ire recorded, but these are pot so well
scatiered. Imaginea, then, the effect
of a well placed shrapnel upon a group
of men such as is here represented.

The reader can readily understand
why wars are now waged at greater
distanves and why hand to hand con-
flicts are almost unheard of. It is re-
ported that the shrapnel of the British
simply annihilated the hordes of der-
vishes during tha recent advance up
the Nile. Napoleon said that Provid-
ence is on the side of the heavier batta-
lions. HBattalions are heavier by rea-
son not only of more men, hut in hav-
ing better armament-+for instance, a
bountiful supply of shrapnel.

LAZIKST PEOPLE.

The Svantians. who live in the inires-
sible mantain range belween Lhe
Black and Caspian Seas, are probmbly
the laziest people in the world, They
have maden o ndvance toward civiliza-
tion in 2,500 years. It Is their invari-
able rule to observe holidays four times
a week, with Saints’ days a sexira,
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