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A WILD YARN.

“Te'l um & snnke-story, doctor.”

Ths éomand for this peculiar form
of menial refreshment was manifested
by th: fifth officer of the good ship
Ohittagong, then steaming northward
up the K>d Sea at a speed which evoked
the tepid ghost of & breeze out of the
atagisnt stillness simmering over the
guf, pnd sent Jebel Zagar slipping
from bow to quarier in the briefl inter-
vl between doy and darkness. Reck-
ing little of a temperature which might
embarrassed a saamander, we crowd-
ed, seven or eight of us, ike true fatu-
ous Britoms, into a cabin ten feet by
eight ahd a half, the bedroom, sitting-
room, .ibrary, study, surgery, mena-
gerie, and gencral “‘den"” of the ship's
dootor, to whom the above invocation
was addressed.

“Snake-story ! ejaculated the man of
medicine in a tone of cynical disgust,
as he sat swinging his legs over the
fee-board of his bunk. “What doyou
want a snake-story for? Isn't ‘the
story of a snake crough for you—the

patural life-history ©f any one of,

them? Why, you might chop out a
haf-inoh slice from this beast any-
where you .ike 'twixt stem and stern,
and find more wonders and marvels in
it, and real ones too, thun you will get
in all the penny-horrible snake-yarns
ever invented. But the fact is, peop.e
will swallow any amount of nonsense
about snake-charming and fights with
serpents forty yards long, when they
wouldn't believe the extraordinary
things that are sumply commonplace,
everyday facts about them. For in-
stance, iake the abpormal @ tribu-
tion of the internal organs, asymmetri-

cal encurh almost to shake one’s faith |

in what is regarded as umversaily
characteristic of the vertebrata, that
lateral—— There, don’'t howl! I'm not
going to lkciure! Don't light up till
I've stowed these reptiles away, for
they can't stand smoke, and then}’l‘-l
tell  you one of the ueerest things
about serpents that ever came to my
know.bdge—oulside {hemselves, that is;
quesr enouih to satisfy the f'wmj there,
and true into the bargain.—Get off
from the iid of the washstand for a
moment, you two, while I chock these

boxes off with my instrumenis-case, acl |

snug. Mind none of you come t:::: me
to have your teeth out after we.ieave
the Canpal: I don't want to find my
spnake-cage pluying Isaac and J 0S8 9:11
over the cabin, il it comes on to l}_.uw in
the Mediterranean, and she rods!”
A stivery slender Cingalese rfutjsnu.!_.:e.
which had been nervous.y twining 1is
sinuous .ength in and out! between the
gpeaker's accustomed hands and E.I'ﬂ:ulld
his arms, was a'lowed to slide back r.lntu
its prison of Iﬂﬂh'ﬂ'ﬂ:'ﬂ-lﬁ}'*})l"?‘t&l:ﬂttd giﬂs.s
and perforated zincj whiie the occas-
onal hiss of a couple of sullen ru_cl‘{—
py Lhons Wing in an open l.gx al 11125
feel was smothered LY Lhe 1:1L+:1*;:u5_1-—
tion of the sbhutter which ﬁ:?.uurud thelr
pravellng-quarters,. Possibly we all
faft a little more comfortable when

they were thus packed up and E:-ut. Lo
bed, in spite of our confidence in Lhe

wtor’ = ce that we were Lo no
ﬁ:igrﬁ gihh :;':lf.uﬁ,l: by s w:m.rul ?ctﬂ.
The medical offlcer of the L-];lltsg;r:rn%
was, as he himself expressed 1t, }rl"ﬁna.
firmed opbiomaniac; afficied “ui
mnacy for all reptiles and creep n%
things, but hope.essly "‘gone hTE; ;
snakes, which he caught or bﬂ}l.gd o
pvery practicabne opporiunity, an ot
and Tondled till he reached h“ﬁ""* W LE:]E-
the surplhis of his large priv IL'LI-IE ]n::la.}lra.-
wm ashore wentin the lorm OL ,-r‘i -
tioms or exchanges 10 @very Z00.0g1et
o leotion in Europe. _ ¥ s
lm'll'l:ﬂp.« serpentis’ cages being EE‘I.IfB.} IL_1'|_:-..El
ed Letwesn the shut-up \-.‘;1:4111.115-? 11:1"
and the chest of drawers, and EEJ : Prﬁ_
ing an additionad paitee, wh.l:- ‘ l:gt.u;-:.
ened the cover of the former apparal "
of ome moiely of s dl._:,zprupurtu_.llt‘:a :
Lurden, hak-a-dozen pipes ttﬂr}L;tltlh-
ed their cabpric ww the :_llreml:.l:iwth-
ing atmosphere, unrecieved by the
scoop-shaped wind-shoot 'L-rlw:h1 urfng-
ed vainly outside the open scuttle r]-::tt::'
any stray pulbation ol the sultry niygl :
Go.d-laced caps were tossed - aside 11:u:u
brass buttons lvosed as the sn10 i.E'I‘E
reenxed their huddled-up limbs as .1:1‘
us the DArIOwW lh":-lﬂlullmhll_iﬂll. IMl'
scanty buman anchorage wod ‘}l.lfu“f.
whi.e the doctor extended himmse .- at
fusd length high above us on the ETass
mat whirh served hum ior bed-c.oLhics.

And in an endurance of heat and smose |

hie ieht have quua.ified for Lhe
;liﬁlr':}i-.s.}i‘t’un Fire Brigade or m?m,‘
the Victoria Cross, he spun the folow-
H“::;.'.m:. can’'t g0 1n Eur U'I.lL-—t'r[-[l_H:-rj\‘ﬂ.}*
kind of “critturs” .ake these all your
ile without meeting will sOIne ad-
veplures mMoro ol Less slrange Lo I.‘U'I'_L-
pection with them. I have rum acrces
a few in my time, as youw Know i) Vha
fape-marks and scars on my armis o :_nl
peok ; but I don't think lLIl}'lhlﬂE‘_thd:L
has ever ovcurred wiihia my experience
of things snaky—and 1 wus boin and
brougzht up asmongst Lhell widd liave
been in pretly .ose mu;;yanmnbln}n
with {hem ad my days—nothing, [ say,
that 1 bave known of them in their
casual relations with human lcings
has been more repiete will glamour
and romance and myslcisii han
the event AIn going to re.ate,

Thouch 1 stuck to my origina. position

for ald that, répember—Libatl the ani-

L theuselvias  ale muth more ex-
Itl;:ord'mury in their structure and
habits thapn the theatrica. AccesSSOTics
of apyv drama of mere hunan inierost
wherein they have been unwiiing sol-
tors O©OFr passive properiues. Just
think of the remarkabe mechanisi of
their sower jaw, for exampie, and Lheir
facial bones, undergoing at each meal
they make & sSponlineous dis.ocation
by virtue of the .ocose ligamentous ut-
tachuesi-~— Ad right, i_lli.' right; 1
won't % vou dow't Wb it! Vu.gar

sansationalism carries the day versus
the magic and mystery of Nature; SO
here's your snake-story. I played but
a very subordinate part in it, little
more than that of a spectator; but,
as in the scene whence al our troubles
date, the ‘“sading dramatis personoe
wWers a4 woman and a serpant. i
Nearly twenty years ago there lived
for a time in tge neizhborhood of Rio
de Janeiro a certain natura ist, whose
avowed speciaity was ophiology. more
particufariy the study of venomous
species, with 4hat most futie and
fasrinating quest which has exercised
the mind of man from prehistoric ages
to the present day, and which 18 as
vain’' and as engrossing now' as in the

beginning—the search for an antidote |

to the poison. Hb was comparatively
& Young man, certain'ly on the right
gside of forty, unmarried, and possessed
of wherewitlinl: to ensure the timely
appearance of the dailly bread independ-
ent'y ol labor with hand or brain even
in that ruinous part of the wor.d; not
& nutive Brazilian, but a Portuguese,
who, after siudying in the medical
schoos of Paris and Vienna, had left
Euarope to take up his sbode in tropical
«ands in order to facilicate his special
phirsuit. Lacerda with his perman-
ganate of potash theory had not arisen
1n Rio at that time ; Halfourd's experi-
-ments  with ammonia on the thana-
;t{m}‘huha: of Australia, and those of
Fayrer in India, were too remotely Ori-
ental %o impress a South American
F;H;UJ.EE:; and a taste for the collection
1oL living serpents and an invesligation
| of their manners and cusioms were apt
| Lo be regurded as a curious phase of
mentai aberration in those days by
. the “Fluminenses,” as the inhabitants
i of Rio de Janeiro joculhrly style them-
se.ves. Perhups it was a consciousness
of this which (kd our ophilogist to be-
. take himse!f and his repiiles to a pic-
mres?uﬂ nook on the isiknd of Paqueta,
one OHf the [hrgest of the three hundred
and gixty-five whi~h dot the g lorious
bay. Here he established his vivariwm
and read, and wrote, analysed, and dis-
'sected ; attended by his black servants,
in’ very coou and comfortable quarters,
and varying the roufine of Lis .ife by
snake-hunting excursions into the in-
terior, or houidaying trips to the city,
fifteen milks off; for his devotion to
work by no meams preciuded his en-
Joyment of social pleasures. Withihe
entree into the best native and fereign
society, he wouldl run over at frequent
Intervalts in his little steam-launch
and put up for a week or so ai the
Estrangeiros or Carson’s, while he
ed in the amurement of the gaiety-
Joving town. Let me sajy at once that
[ firm!§ belleve him to have been an
honest. enthusiastic student wof his
sujbect, an earnest laborer in the
vineyard of meience, and one who must
have left his nume written in golden
characters upon ‘the history of re-
search, but for the tragedy inwhich he
and all that should ‘'have made his
fame were lbst. It was my great wish
to meet him in person ; for our common
craze had aready knit a bond of union
and had ibd to correspondence between
us; but I never saw him, though 1
stood by his dishonored grave before

the earth had (hin many hours upon
him. Toor fellow!

( Hoefellinl.ve. How often tho e four

words preface 4he chapter which is the
Lbeginning of Ahe end of this tale! He
fell in love, miserably, hopelessly, yet
hopeful against hope. {He met her dur-
ing Carnival, whilst staying at the
mountain hotel at Tijucal They met
at dinnper, they met in the sala, they
met by' the (ascades; they went down
tn the same dillgence to Boa Vistay and
thence by the same tram-car to. wit-
ness the saturnalin in the city far be-
low. It’s all told in a very few words.
She was an English girl, just arrived
with her father, an official high in the
diplomatic service. }3sth eagerly and
gratefully accepted the guidance and
good offices of the courteous Portugu-
832, who spoke French fluently, and
whose knowledge of the country made
him quite an old inhabitant by com-
parison with themselves. With him
thay visited the Avenue of Palms in
the Botanic Garden; with him they
made the ascent of Santa-Theresa anil
climbed the Coreovada; with him the:
wandered at daybreak round the gorges
of the Chinese View. "'he steam-iaunch
bore them over to Paqueta, where they
shuddered at the snakes, and saw with
marvel the tact and intrepidity with
which their owner hand'ed them. Then
a month later her fiance, also in the
service of the Government, came out
from Constantinople via LisLon by the
Royal Mail, and they were married at
the Embassy. She with her husband
and father went to live at Petropolis;
he returned to his lonely quinta an I vi-
varium on the isiand. Ah me! the Bra-
zillans have a proverb about the most
liﬂllg’t?i'f‘-l.lﬁ snakes being cobras vestidas
¥ pentiadas—the serpcils that  wear
ciothes and comb their hair; and thev're
not far wrong ! b
I'm not going to induige i1n any psy-
chological speculations as to his mental
and moral struggles, his battles and
doubts and resolves. That such a mind
as his would suffer acutely, .and that

1:i1'. might be torn and tossad in a fear-

ful conflict, there can be no doubt. But
- whether he formed any deliberfite plan
of action, or whether he simply allowed
himsell to become the prey of circum-
stances in what followed, non: ean
know. All that is certain is that =
shorl time after the wedding—a few
weeks or months, I don’t know how
long—he set out on a snak.nzr expedi-
tion among the Orgao Mountains, put
in an ajipearance at Petropoliz, ani was
greeted with effusive welcome by his
late acquaintances in their n:w home.

About this period I came round from }Uf people serpent-bitten. Bhe was just

the Pacific ccast in a steamer which
was a day or so overdue when we got
inte Rio, having besn detain:d by a
pampero which blew heavily north of
the Plate. The pratique boat brought

me a letter dated two days previously. |

beseeching me' to come immediately to
Petropolis to see a gentleman suifer-
ing from snake-bite; so, without wait-
ing Lo ponder over a certain myvstifica-
tion about the summons and its details,
I at oncée embarked -in the Mississippi
river-boat sort of craft then just start-
ing on the first stage of the journey.,
deferring my long-looked-for visit to
Paqueta—where I could see the very
hruse as the steamer glided by—till my

eturn. Y1 had furnished self with [ the poor girl .
retu a 1rn myse ith it . !
e t / | by :?.u-.t.iun!es:a as a statue with the
' Lroken glass still _ :

; ::1::;*'. nnEfl her dress stained amd sp:ash-

the newspapers to while away the time;
and sitting down in Lthe saloon aftzr a
eouple of hours' deep draught of the

— i L ————— =

e — —_— =

never-se.ting beauties of the bay, the
first paragraph which caught my eye
as [ unfolded the Jornal do Commercio
was a brief announcement of the death
of the savant whom I so desired to
meat. He had been bitten, so the ac-
count stated, by a curucucu, one of the
worst of Brazilian serpents, two days
before, and had died in less than an
hour, on the very date which the Iettﬂl:
in my pocket bore, and at the wvery
spot for which I was then bound:

As soon as I reached Petropolis, 1 was
conducted without delay, by a messeng-
er who had been sent to meet me, LO
the bedside of the patient, an English-
man, evidently of good position, but
personally unknown to me. His
friends. it seemed, had become aware
that 1 was expected to come to Rio at
the time when the accident happened,
and—misled by sundry _E-'IlI"]."ttﬂt fables
as to my knowledge of miracuiouscures
for serpent-bites—had instantly  de-
spatched the urgent :tppml‘wh:uh I had
received on my tardy arrival. It is
needless to say that the nrimary issue
of the man’s life or death was long
since decided; the native physicians ni-
tached to the imperial court had done
everything for him that, skill and sci-
ence rendered possible, and all questicn
of specific treatment had been at an
end for thirty-six hours or more. But
he was still very ill, and by no means
out of danger of the secondary com-
plications—not seldom fatal In the:_n-
selves—which may follow a ‘-'ED{JII'.LI'IZIJ!E
inoculation—shock, gangrens, l:ﬂ““-ﬂ :
poisoning, ad other disastrous L::-ns;
quences. The bitten hand, the W h*_-"-t'f‘-
arm. and even that side of the chE:{.:
were terrible swollen, and the fmﬁﬁl-‘
tutional symptoms severe; but there
were certain appearances and phenn-
tena in the case which I could noti re-
concile with any past EIFETIE“"E_.I. “n_
these matters, though the DBraziia
doctors. not being specialists in this
form of injury.. had perceived nothing
anomalous in them. And sO it came
about that on my mentioning these dis-
crepancies to the sufferer’s charming
wife and his father-in-law, the obvious
air of mystery and reserve which had
manifested itself all through their ag-
onized anxiety was resolved, after a
brief consultation between them. by
iheir confiding to me the secret ofl ﬂusr
hideous affair. No wonder that thejy
were almost beside themselves with
grief and horror and the conscious ne-
cessity of suppression and c:unreﬂilmﬂ:;t..
You have guessed, of course, whO 1’5, 1{3
patient was—thea newly-made Eqne.: I1-:,

As I have intimated, the naturaZst
had been received by them with open
arms, for no suspicion of the Emﬂtu.:tl
entertained by him had crossed their
minds. 'Unaffectedly desirous to repay
the recent civilities at Tijuca, they had
exerted themselves to the utmost to
render his visit a pleasant and mein-
orable one; indeed, so fervid was the
warmth of their hospitality that they
had even done their best to procure
live serpents for him. In this endeav-
or, however, they had been EHFCEEE[H'
only to a very limited extent, since the
slaves who were sent out to scour the
forest-clothed hills for bixos brought
‘n but one specimen uninjured among
many dead, and that one proved to Lo
of no great soientific interest, though
a pretty and bharm'ess little creature
a bright grass-green whip-snake. Its
recipient taking it out of the glass jar
in which its captors had imprisoned 1l
as coolly and quietly as though it had
heen a yard of inanimate ribbon. op-
ened its long arrow-shaped jaws to de
monstrate the absence of fungﬁ n its
mouth and then propozed that h's hosi
ess should; hersalf retain it as a pel
showing her how to handle it so as to
avoid exciting its anger. This she ac-
complished—most womsan can manipul
ate a snake far better than a man—to
her half-terrified delight; and present
ly her husband who had bsen abjectly
afraid of the reptile at first, growing
bolder by: the contagion of her temer-
‘ty, took it gingeriy in his [ingers—
with the usual result., It bit him with
1 sharp plunge—only a scrateh in the
angle ~between tlLe forefinger am'
thumb, just enough to draw blood; but
he flung the poor whip-snak¢ on the
eround in fright and disgust. anl be-
gan to nurse his hand.

“PDo not be alarmed |"” said the guest
with a smile; it is perfectly harmless
The snake’s teeth cannot hurt you as
much as the beak of yonder love-bird!”

Suddenly he seized the bitten hant
and bent; over it as though to inspect
i, closely; bent lower and lower, while
+ stifled silence fell on the gronp low-
or and longer till every heart throb-
'ed audibly in the pausing moments.
Then he slowly raised his h=ad and lift-
od up a white ghastly face, the face
of one changed by death.

“Senhor,” he gasped. with scarce art-
‘rulate ntterance, *'I have been deceiv-
21! The serpent -is venomous, and 'm
an hour you will have succumbed to
ity lile un'ess vig:rrous measires are
iaken. I have the antidote, a counter-
noison proved by a hundred experim-
ants upon myself. Suhtmt._}'t_mrsvlf to
me. and I will save you. Quick! there
‘s no time to be lost. Though you feel
noth’ng now, in a few minutes the pois-
on will have taken possession of vour
svstem., and it will be too late. 'Lie
down on the floor of the veranda in-
stantly—do what I tell you—do noth-
ing else!”

His speech cleared, and the hlood
flushed back to his lips again as the
words poured forth in a mad torrent,
and he rushed into the house where his
preparations had been deposited. The
victim half incredulous, yet scared outl
of his senses, piaced himself in a frame-
work chair and lay back on its fold
of jaguar-skin. JFlis wife, with despe-
rate ealmi took & flask of Italia from
{he sideboard and poured its contents
into a tall Venetian glass. for she had
a dazed remembrance u*.'jw;_:w:n‘p; read
or heard that large quantities ol spil
were given to keep up the circulation
on the point of holding the vessel to her
hushand’s lips, when their guest sped
back into the veranda with two small
boxes in his hand, In a perfeot fury of
excitenent he dashed the glass aside
with st ph violence that it was shatter-
ed in kpr grasp.

vDrink. and yon are a dead man!”
he shrieked vehemently. “l say, do no-
thing but what 1 command, or [ am
powerless for your rescue. On the floor
—quirck, gquick on the floor, or you are

ll‘l 3
lﬂ?iﬁe one possessed he canght the Eng-
lishman in his arms and threw him

chair upon the lLoards. while
ol sigr frnzg?l with terror, stood

in her uner pecious
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Iﬁd‘-' by the spirit! Pown he knelt by

pirit |

li---l-l—.q_._l_“

the recumbent form, and drawing
forth a lancet from a case of surgical
instruments, he lightly scarified the
skin of ‘the hand in tha meighbourhood
of the scarce-visible bite. 'Then f{rom
the other box he took a tiny glass tub-
ule, fine almeost as a hair, but contain-
ing & glistening streak of [lma
Steadying himself by a fierce repressive
effort, and evincing a quietude and de-
liberation as unnatural as his previous
frenzy, he gently blew the minute drop
of glutinous liquid out of tha tube on
to the point of the knife, and rubbed
it into the bleeding scratches. A mom-
ent later his patient uttered & cry of
agony, and the operator gilanced swift-
ly upwards for one moment.

[n that one moment she learned all.
By the lurid flash of that one swiflt
involuntary glance she read revealed
in the figure kneeling at her feet her
lover and her husband's murderer,
Without a word, without a thought,
impelled only by a blind protective in-
stinct, she stooped and, with a wild
thrust. pushed his head away as he
hung over the poisoned hand. Never
heading him further as he reeled to his
feet and, clasping his thropt with both
hands, staggered out into the air, she
caught up the rapidly discolouring
limb and sucked the wound in despera-
tion to drain the veins of the death al-
ready creeping through them. It
terrible cry had brought some of the
slaves into the veranda, and by this
time her (ather had reached her side.
Medical aid was summoned, and stimu-
lants were poured down the sufferer's
throat, pending the arrival of the phy-
sicians. “‘Snake-bite!” resounded on
every side, and was enough to account
for all.

iQutside in, the glory of the sunshine
stood the Portuguese, leaning against
a clump of bamboo in' the garden,
dead, The splintered glass which her
hand had mechanically retained had
struck him' in the neck as she pushed
him aside from his lethal work, pene-
trating his cartoid artery, and he had
bled to death in a few moments, [
suppose some influence in high places
and a sufficiency of milreis notes ar-
ranged what little wnas left between
him and the concerns of the world.
Anyhow, he was huddled into the
ground the same night, and next day
the Jornal do Commercio informed 1ts
readers that he had been killed by a
curucucu.

Care, skilful surgery, and a grand
sonstitution pulled the patient out of
the fire, and he ultimately recovered
nerfectly as far as his general health
was concerned, though he never fully
regained the use of his hand and arm.
There could be no doubt as to what had
happened; but 1 believe that no one but
the wife, her father, and myself ever
shared with the victim the true explan-
ation. The Brazilian doctors had nat-
urally accepted without cavil the state-
ment that the hand which by the time
they examined it had undergone such
lisfiguration as to mask any origina!
fang-wounds, had ©een bitten by a
venumous serpent which had escaped
unidentified—for the little Philodryas
viridissimus, the lithe green whip-
snake, had made good i{s exit in the
confusion and, was seen no more. The
Jescriplion given of it., however, wasg
nnmistakable, and could not possibly
e confounided with that of any pois-
mous snake; it is a species which lives
chiefly in trees and bushes, feeding cn
‘izards and leaf-frogs, and is very com-
mon in that region. I may add that
m more, than one subsequent occason
a similar specimen was recognized with-
out a moment’s hesitation by all those
who had heen broughi im contacl with
the reptile’ in question—a creature ab-
solutely destitute of fangs or poison-
ags, and possessing !vs5 power of in-
flicting injury than a mouse. 1t may
e that the whole train of events, seem-
‘ngly fortuitous, was the result of a
aleful forethought, and design on the
art of the unhappy man. More pro-
“ably, as, it appears to ms, he was in-
nocent of any purpose until struck by
the diaholical idea that the harmless
seratech might be converted into a
'sath-dealing catastronhe v the means
whizh his pursuit of selsnii’i- investiga-
tions had placed at his disposal—an idea
werhaps actually ‘engendered by the
fright and unreasoning fears of his
iupe. Buat howsoaver the horrible in-
fent mayv 'thave originated, it is ecertain
that the matter contanned in the tu-
fale wns the venom of one of the frreat
vinerine serpenta which abonnd in the
tropical parts of South America, most
""kely a rattlesnanke., His collection at
Paqueta ine'nded a Iarge number of
thesa crolalines, which [ helieve to he
he most viranlent serpents on earth:
and thati he stored the po'son for ex-
nerimental uses 4vas proved by the cir-
cumstance that a ennsiflerable quantity
of it was found 'amongst his drugs and
rhamicals in drisd scales and on hlot-
tmgenin ar- and sngar, as well as in
alass tules. T discovered also a peculi-
arly shaned spoon. and some shells rov-
ered with vegetable parchment which
had beon prepared to receive the hites
of the enraged reptiles, teased into
striking, and so to collect the finid ei-
peted from their glands. And with this
deadly virms he was deliberately and
murderous!y infecting the lifeblood of
the man whose sa't he had eaten /when
the love for which his soulg was stain-
ed hetrayved him. :

IBD'ess ma, there goes six hells! Whwe
diwdn’'t some of vou hring m=e un with
a round turn befare? We shall have
the quartarmaster upon us present'y
to order the light out.—Fiver. if wvon
mean to keep the middle wateh with
vour eves open, vou'd beiter turn in
for an hour all standing. or von'll he
found on the wheel-gratings aft dream-
ing of snake-hites.—I'm going un to
sleep onf the hnrricane-deck skylights.
—Good-night. a'l!

THE END.

A DAY'S VARIANCE IN WEIGHT.

Have you ever tried this experiment
of weighing yourself in the morning
and again in the evening? It is one
of the best ways, s0 doctors say, of
finding whethar your health is good
or not. If you are thoroughly well
there should not be a difference of more
than two or thiree ounces either way
in the 12 hours. If you lose or gain
as much as eight ounces you should
immediately consnlt a doctor, while the
gain or loss of a pound indicates you
are on the verge of serious illness.
This, of course, does not apply to one
just recovering from illness, for con
valescents who bave been much reduc-
ad may sometimes gain 15 to 20 ounces
a doy.
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(TEMS OF INTEREST ABOUT THE
BUSY YANKEE.

g S

icighborly Interest in His Dolngs—Matters
of Moment and Mirth Gathered from His
Dzily Record.

Polk county, Ia., has paid off all its
debt.

There is a white sparrow In Lafay-
ette, Ind.

Wildents have attaoked persons in

" - L
various parts of Monroa county, Ky,
within the last few weeks,

Part of the tombstone over his
mother’'s grave fell ona  little child
in a Jaockson, Tenmn., cemetery and
broke his leg.

In the Portland district of Michi-

gan fruit growers have found 1t diffi-
cult to get basltets enough in which
to ship their large crops of plums this
SEAS0IL.

An lowa husband and wife were ad-
mitted to an insane asylum at Mount

Pleasant at the same time. It wasthe
first case of the kind in the history of”
the asy.um,

One of the cheerful prevaricators of
Danville, Ky., says that a schemse h.-_m
been proposed there for a cocking muin
arranged on the p.an of the Futurity
running race,

During a part of last month the
Missouri River was soflow at Jefferson
City, Mo., that it was said that peop.e
might walk across it without welling
their feet.

Two Anarchists under arrast at
Portland, Or., so annoyed their cell

mates by efforts to propogate their
doctrines among them that the other
prisoners petitioned the jailor for re-
ief.

Fishers for salmon in the Yaquina
Bay, Or., are advised in these days to

tuke whale hooks along, as the ceta-
ceans are so p.entiful that it is difh-
cuit to get the salmon without en-
countering them.

In Kentucky the names of persons
wanted in court are cried from the

[ront steps of the court houses, and
it is said that Kentucky is the onuy
State in the Union where the custom
previlis.

With cruel neglect of their own
statesmen the authorities of the IKan-

sas University dismissed all the nat-
ural history classes onl circus day re-
cently to enable the: students to study
the animals.

People of South Norrideewoek, Me,
might be forgiven il they got their
dates mixed just now, for in one day
there recently a resident picked straw-
berries, and raspberries, blackberries
and blueberries,

Especially good sugar I8 being manu-
[actured this season [rom beets at

Grand Islund, Neb., the beets testing
a8 high as 18 per cent. Sugar,
according to reporits sent out at the
cloga of the first week of munufac-
turing.

A Lawrence, I{an, man, writing from
New York, to the Lawrence Journal,
says, "The greatest thing | saw here
wias a former student of the musio
department of Kansas University p.ay-
img ¢ hand organ i Centri
Park.”

Honey dripping down a lightning
ro<d is the latest novelly reported [rom

Independence, Mo, ‘T'he rod is on the
spire of the Court House and passes
through o big brass bail into which
bees have made their way and where
they have hived.

Charity is to profit from profanity
in Owingsville, Ky, where o soclety
has been formed whose members,
with the intention of checking
their profane flendencies, covenant
to pay into the .treasury five cents
for everv oith uiftered by them.

One man with money enough to hay
his mortuzry monument phead of time,
wheo is not ashamed of his vocation is
John Hymam of Loozooiee, Ind, who
has had carved in stone n barrel
with N keg ontoprof I, the
barrel imscribed, "“A Coopar by
Trade.”

President Alfred colidge of the
Second Nationa! Ban': of Colfax, Wash.,
has raised an Immenss guantity of
wheat this seas n and so.d it at 0 rate
equalling 83420 an acre, while the land
itsalf could not have been sold at any
time these past three years at S10 an
Nere.

After spending a2 good dea! of time
at a fire one evening, the vouthful
son of o physician of North Yakima,
Wash.,, found bhims~f€ the next morn-
ner armost strangling Dostors, hur-
riedly cilled, tonk from his throat sey-
eritl cinders, and by means of an eme-
Lie gol some arger cinders out of his
stomach.

Bishop Vincent made something of
a departure for a Mellodist when,at
the Michigan conference nt Kn.ama-
zo0, he expressed disapproval of the
o.ul-time revivalist and revival He
1!sy gaid that he had no sympiathy with
preachers who coudn't play o game
nf basaball or rile a bicyele, nnd
added that some Christians Lthought
they were pious when they were omn.y
i 1ous.

Tha possibrie beneflit of neighborhood
possip has had an ilustration in Ore-
pwon, where o bit of it which was start-
el in circulation & year ago in June
bore we come {rait last week 5. ). Neil
found while ploughing carrotson bis
tand, nine miles from : endleton, last
year, i go'd losket which had been
used as a watech charin. It centained
two locks of hair. He told many peonle
of what he had foand. Finiily, not
many days ago, James Linsey recalled
having heard once that a sheepinan,
james Hackett, ha<d lost such ncharm.
Hackett was sought out and he recov-
ered the ‘ocket which he had lost
while Tounding up semne horses half
a dozen years ago [t contained
‘ocks of the Liir of his two dead
chi.dren




