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. 2&F0UL, THE SWINDLER.

STUPENDOUS FRAUDS PERPETRAT-
ED BY HIM IN ENGLAND.

He Camsed More Financial Enin Thamn
INas Been Experienced Sinee the Souih
Eea Bubbie—!ils Financial Melhnds—
Flight to Argentina and His Capiare-

Jabez Spencer Baliour, who was 1wo
years ago member of Parliament for Burn-
ley, and is known as the leading spirit of
the famoues frauds connected with the

Liberator Permanent Building Society—

which were among the largest that have

ever been perpetrated, involving a loss to

English middle class investors especially of

some $33,000,000—has been taken back to

Eongland for trial. Probably no other de-

throned financier of modern days has been

8o much the subject of newspaper notoriety

as he, Immediately aiter the crash which

revealed his methods io their true colors,
he fled to Argentina, where he believed

extradition would be 1mpossible. As a

matter of fact, at the time of his flight, he

was perfectly safe in Argentina, where he
lived on the proceeds of hisill-gotten gains,
until, after long and tedious process, Eng-
land secured him, much to the grief of

Jabez Bali.ur, who declares himself to be

the ‘‘victim of ex-poet facto legislation.”

Jaber Bal'our caused more financial ruin
in England than had been experienced since
the bursting of the South Sea Bubble. His
victims were numbered by the thousands,
largely composzed of persons of smull sav-
ings, widows and orphans and traders, who
were induced to invest in the varions com-
panies with which he was connected, be-
cause ‘‘ he was such a good man.,” In the

House of Commons he was one of the

staunchest supporters of Mr. (Gladetone, a

champion of home rule for Ireland, one of

the sternest reprovers of the House of

Lords for its plutocracy and contempt for

the common people—in briei, a Simon pure,

all wool, warranted to wash, Friend of Hu-

manity.

Ag a young man a guarter of a ventury
ago Jabez presented a scheme to the Liber-
ator Building Society for the utilization of
philanthropy in the promotion of financial
success.

“Only thiok,” he aaid, ‘‘of the vast sums
which are being saved by thrifty and
temperate persons of the lower middle and
of the working classes, by Nonconformist
ministers, plodding echoolmasters, ema’j
tradeamen, artisar 8 1nd the r wives, widows
wnd spinstera of the same classes ! The
enterprise which could tap this source of
wealth would alwnys be sure of a greag
return on the capital invested, and yield »
handsome return for the people, while
encouraging the great cause of temperauce
and thrift, If we don’t do this some one
elee will be shrewd enough to do it, and
who knows but thatsome dizhonest scound-

rel might see a chance to get rich on these
ersons,”’

The sociery received enormous sums in
the first year, 1866, for which u commission
of 1 per cent, was charged, subsequently
reduced to 4 per cent. and in the end a
round sum ot $705,000 was paid in this way.
How thoroughly the moral idea was present
in these proceedings was shown when in
1871, on the society removing to its new
oflices, a resolution was adopted **that vn
the occasion of taking possession this day
of our new premises, the Directors desire
to record their own sense of thankfulness
for the prosperity with which, as they
believe, God has hitherto blessed their
elfforts in the establishment of this bus.
iness.”

But the inflow of contributions did not
Iast. Several building associations failed,
the resources of the Nonconformist en-
thusiasta were exhausted, and the legitimate
business of the Liberator began to be a
failure, and the Directors began to look
uround for other means of making money,

Jabez and his partners did not lose heart.
To quote the words of an English writer:

'** From this period onward—about 1575
—there was a regular succession of new
companies. [t has been well said that the
secret of Balfourian finance was, * When in
dithieulty start a new company.” Thus
there followed in succession Hobba & Co.,
the London and General Bank, the Building
Securities Company, George Newman & Co,,
the Real Kstutes Company and the Shering-
ham Development Company. In most of
these concerns there was a regularly paid
dividend of 5 per cent. to the sharenolders
ana 4 per cent. to the depositors, The
recklessness of the financing was never sur-

assed, Balfour discovered a progressive
uilder in Croydon named Hobbs, a man in
a comparative smull way of business, in 1878,
and a memberofthe House and Lands Trust,

.

OWED A VAST AMOUNT.

““Such large amounts were advanced to
Hobbs that'in 1885, when he was practical.
ly insolvent, he owed the Liberator
$3,500,000, and the Building Securitics
Company and Hobbas & Co. (Limited) were
sugcessively stated to take up the concern,
Finally, when Hobbs failed—having in the
meantime constructed those bwge blocks, |
the Whitehall Court, on the Thames em-
bankment; Hyde Park Court, the Salisbury
estate building, Carlisle mansions and
others—this limited concern was indebted
to the Liberator to the extent of £10.495,
000. From 1885 forward there waa no
choice but Lo make freah and ever fresh
advancesto Hobbe, and the parent company
had to forego its claims and negotiate first,
second and third mortzages in front of its
own.

““The system on which this was done
was simplicity itself, Each new company
took over some of the liabilities of
the old " ones, and these were put down
as #0 many successful transactions,severally
yielding a handsome profit, and splendid
security—or, a3 the phrase went, ‘a large
and neble property’—to the Liberator,

“ Apart from these transactions, *the
Balfower group’ were financing properties
of & more or leas speculative character all

over the country. There were the Ilford,
the Tilbury and the Romford estaies,

Meeresbrook Park, the Billiter street pro-
perty, the Hockley Hall colliery and
sundry chemical works. All these ihvolv-
ed scorea of thousands of pounds, paid
apparently with a magnificent disregard to
real value. The advances to fiiends were
on an equaliy liberal scale. The sum of
$235,000, was allowed to a Mr., Ken.
yon Bepham, who alleged that he had an
lnterest in a will said 1o have been lost on
the underground railway, but never legaliy
proved. Richard Kenyon Benhanr and
Albert Bennet Benham, for their share in
these proceedings, including the forgery of
the will, are undergoing terms of fourteen
and five years respectively, .

*“ Space would fail to tell of the manner
in which the Baliour group financed New-
man, another progressive builder, who also
formed, like ﬁnbbs, into a limited com-
pany. Newman has been sentenced to
five years.” Hobbs to twelve years,” and
Henry Granville Wright, a solicitor intim-
ately mixed up with 51 these proceedings,
to twelve yeara’ penal gervitude. Though
disaster followed these concerns from first
to last, dividends were always found in the
uew subscriptions and depoaits, and
directors’ remuneration never failed. Un-
der the latter head Jabez Balfour and his
colleagues divided among them from the
seven leading companies a total of $892,770.
Ihe total amount of ruin brought upon
Inveators through the final crash may be
reckoned thus: Liberator Society, stock-
holders, £8,305,325, and depositors, $3,261,
460, ; Lands Allotment Company, capital
subscribed, §3,831,050 ; House aud Lands
Trust, scockholders, $360,725, and deposi-
tors, $7,906,725; Building Securities
Company, capiwal subscribed, $1,318,675,
and Hobbs and Co., capital subseribed,
$305,810. These apgregate $30,289,770,
6 cologsal sum. But there are wvarious
other items which, if added, would bring
it up to nearly or (uite $35,000,000.”

- When the inevitable crash came, causing
untold misery to thousands of depositors,
Jabez Balfour was ready for it. Quietly
and upostentatiously he gathered in some
half & miliion and departed for Argentina,
where he hoped to pass the remainder of
his life in comfort and the culture of
orchids,

SOME CONSPIRATORS CAUGHUT.

Many of the persons who lost their
savings through Baliour’'s frauds were
entirely beggared. A relief fund was open-
ed and more than £150,000 was raised,
Fourteen hundred and fourteen women
applied to the commmittee having charge of
this fund for relief, Of this number 632
were unmarried, 601 were widows, and
fifty-seven of these women were each more
than 80 years ald ; more than 5.0 of them
were more than G0 years old,

Three persons were sent to prison for
participating in the frauds. They were
Heonry Granville Wright, a =olicitor;
Jaumes William Hobbs, the builder, who
was formerly Mayor of Croydon, and a man
named Newman., “Hobbs and Wright were

each tor forgery, and Newman to five
vears, but Balfour escaped for the time to
Argentina,

Jabez Balfour escaped to Argentina, and
his whereabouts was for some time a mys-
tery, bBut the British Government had
determined to get him at all coat, England
had no extradition treaty with the South
American republic, but she intended to
secure one., Buenos Ayres and the larger
towns of Argentina were favorite haunts of
English runaways. Early in 1594 the Re-
view of the River Plate, a paper published
i1 Buenos Ayres, wrote: ** A gentleman
from Scotland Yard, at present resident in
our midst, will, when he returns home, be
able to give precise information of numerous
individuals who have left their country for
their country’s good. The list composes

) - .
persons wanted for every crime, from mur-

der down to fraudulent banruptey, It is
amusing to hear how some of them, who
have run across the Londoner during his
perambulations round the ecity, have sud-
denly remembered that urgent business
called them hastily away to the other end
of the town, Fugitives from English justice
had better keep within doors until Mr,
Tonbridge has left for England, home and
beanty, unless they do not object to their
reasons for coming to South America being
made public,” ,

Inspector Tonbridge, however, was not
the discoverer of Jabez. He had simply
been sent by Scotland Yard to take charge
of the runaway when he should be found
and whenever Argentina should decide to
hund him over to the English authorities,
Jabez, under the assumed name of Samuel
Butier, had selected for his naw home the
new town of Salte, a thousand miles away
from Buenos Ayres. The Federal Govern-
ment had only partial contrel of the pro-
vince 1n which Salta, the capital, is situata
ed. Balfour resided in the suburbs of Salta,
at & place called Quinta, his companion
being a **Mrs. Butler,” or Miss Freeman,
about whom there has always been conaiid-
erable mystery. Near Quinta was a brewery
belonging to a man named Otto Klix, a
dilapidated old place in which Jabez was
interested and which he had some idea of
working by means of a company. There,
at Quinta, Jabez lived a colm and philoso-
phical life. He had begun detailed work
to attract English immigation, He had
made a provisional contract with Otto Klix
for his brewery, and was going to starta
steamn saw-mill and flour-mill.  Convinced,
a8 he said, of the future destiny of the pro-
vince of Salta, he had begun a book giving
particulars of the climate and soil of the
place. He also found time to write letters
to his friends in England descriptive of hie
life in Argentiua, and dreamed of writing
a book giving the inside history of Liber-
ator frauds and crazh. He wrote:

A DREAM OF MILLIONS,

““I think my name will be sufficient to
insure not only a large, but unprecedented
sale of my forthcoming book. I am order-
ing 2,000,000 for England, the same number
for the colontes, and 1,000,000 for the
United States., No book that waas ever
published will have been such a success, I
shall sell it at 2 guineas per copy, and it
will only cost me half a crown,plus acother
half crown for booksellers’ commission, I
shall make a profit of over £8,000,000 on
the first edition.”

“And what will you do with all that
money ¥’ he was asked,

““What shall I do with it? The firat
thing I shall do will be to pay acompensa.
tion of 20 per cent. to all who have been
involved in loss by the failure of the
Liberator group. This, I calculate, will
absorb £1,300,000, ana will be sufficient to

bring about an entire change of sentiment

sentenced to twelve years’ penal servitude |

with regard to me at home. I shall take
advantage of this to return to London,
where it is my intention to re-establish all
the societiea comprising the Liberator group
on their old basis, with my self az sole
shareholder, This will at once put a stop
to any proceedings against me,since I could
hardly be expected to prosecute mpyseli,
and, what is more, I shall have o more
parsons and widows snarling at me, The
plan is a large one, but I am confident of
my ability to carry it out,”

But these letters were private,and Jabez,
uoder the name of Butler, was safe in
Quinta, and the endeavor of the English
Consul at Buenos Ayres to locate him waas
iruitless, The story of how he was finally
captured, however, has been told by an
Ipswich man, a resident in Salta, Who
wrote to his friends in Lngland :

“I can not refrain from mentioning the
interest which Mr. Bridgett, our English
Ceneul 1n Buenos Ayres, manifested in
Jabez Spencer Balfour. I don’t believe you
quite know how Jabez waa run down and it
18 time I told yonu the real story. Some
months age a mutual friend from Salta
called at the Consulate to see the Consul,
and on his way through the patio saw a
photograph of Jabez on the wall. He
immediately recognized in it the portrait
of & man to whom he had let a house at
Salta a few weeks previously, and told the
Consul of the fact. Mr. Bridgett gaid very
little, but did a great deal, for within the
shortest possible time, armed with the
necezsary documents, he was on his way to
Salta, 900 miles northward, leaving word
that if inquired for he had gone down to
Montevideo to get married (the only feeble
part of the buisness, as Mr, Bridgetv is the
most confirmed bachelor that ever walked).
Arrived at Salta, he interviewed the
Governor, and before Jabez could stir ke
was astounded by a carefully planned
arrest, which took all the wind out of his
sails, and left him nothing but the law
courts to go to for a possible protection,
All this story sounds simple, but Salta is
so situated that had Balfour received a hint
that he was being looked for, half an hour
would have been sufficient for him to put
himself out of reach of danger and pursuit
by quietly starting for the Bolivian frone
tier,

ARREST AND IMPRISONMENT.

The arrest of Jabez Baliour then followed,
in spite of the fact that there was no ex-
tradition treaty applicable to his case, He
was arrested really by the Argentina
authorities as a matter of international
courtesy, Consul Bridgett was warmly
praised for his quick work. He left the
coast for the interior and suprised Balfour
before the latter had time to hear of the
arival in Argentina of Inspector Tonbridge.
Had he had only an hour’s warning he could
easily have escaped to the neighboring
State of Bolivia, But Balfour was safely
lodged in prison at Salta, and afterward
hept under surveillance in a house in the
town itseli. The people of Salta evinced a
strong bias in his favor, and the Judges
and advocates of the town freely asserted
that his unlawful arrest was a disgrace to
the Argentine Republic. His arrest took
place on January 20, 1804,

The text of the extradition treaty signed
hetween the two countries after Balfour's
flight did not apply to his zase,

Balfour made a strong legal fight in the
Argentine courts for his liberty but in vain,
His lawyer, Dr. Varela, made an urgent
plea for his client,denying England’s rights
to extradition, except in the case of atroc-
ious erimes, :

Balfour, he said, had come out to the re.
publie, well knowing that under its then
existing laws he could not be extradited,
and that he would be protected from his
enemies. He could not believe that the de-
cision in this most important case would
show thatconfidenceto have been misplaced.
He appealed to the Court not to allow the
prigoner ‘“to become the wvictim of ex post
facto legislation,”

Balfour himself said: “*They can not
extraditeme without suspending the Habeas
Corpus Act. In fact, they will have to alter
the Constitution of England to do it. To
extradite me, even as far as England is
concerned,would be to destroy the bulwarks
of liberty, for if reciprocity is promised, the
undertaking can not be made good without
the destruction of the Habeas Corpus Act.”

Finally the Federal Judge of Salta
decided that there were good grounds for
Balfour's extradition, seven months having
been speut in advancing the case to that
stage. Balfour appealed to the Supreme
Court of the nation, which in November
confirmed the decision of the Federal Judge.
Meanwhile, local lawyers of Salta saw
their way to “‘make a case,” well knowing
that by treaty stipulations the prisoner
must “suifer’” for local offenses committed
before extradition could take place. Otto
Klix, somewhere about Uctober, 1504, enter-
ed a criminal suit for fraud prior tc first
sentence of extradition, thus delaying Bal-
four's delivery. Klix grounds hissuiton the
fact that Jabez, under the assumed name of
“Samuel Butler,”entered into an agreement
to buy & brewery, but Lhis had not been
carried out. According to the Argentine
Criminal Code, to enter into business ar-

rangements under a false name is considered

a migdemeanor, and punishable with 1m-
prisonment for from one to six years, Klix,
seeing little hope ot success, and the
likelihood of being saddled with a heavy
bill of costs, asked the Criminal Judge to
quash the case. To make a long story short,
Balfour was given up to the English police,
and on May 6 last he was landed at South-
ampton on the steamer Tartar Prince ani
taken at once to London. He was im-
mediately put into the prisoner’s dock and
charges were formally lodged against him,
He was downecast and taciturn., It has
been hinted that Balfour will make atartling
revelations regarding men who oceupy high
positiona who were cononected as Directors
or in other capacities with the societies
connected with the Liberator scheme,
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A Re-Flled Saw.

Patted Son-=I'ather, 1 hate to confeas
it, but the fact 18, my allowance is all

gone.
Indulgent Father—Well, I'll advance yon

some more. Have a good time while you're
young, for when you're married you
can’t,

The Retort Courteous.

If I were a woman, said Mr. Jones,
as he yulied on his shippers, I'll be hang-
ed if I'd go around with bicycle bloomers
on my legs.

Well, snapped Mrs, Jones, if I was
s man [ wouldn’t go round with & whisky
bloumer on my nose, either, So,there |

GUARDING FRANCE'S PRESIDENT.

The Elaborate Pollce Arrangements fo
Protect Prﬂlgtnl Faure During His
Eeeent Tour,

Ever since the assassination of President
Carnot great precautions have been takbn
in Frapce regarding the safety of its chief
executive whenever that gentleman appears
in publie, or while in a triumphal tour.
Such a tour President Felix Faure has just
completed, and for his safety a most elab-
orate guard accompanied him from the
moment he stepped into his carriage at the
gates of the Elysee,en route, until he step-
ped out of it upon his return home. Had
such careful policing been done a few short
months ago, it is quite probable that Jear
Francois Marie Sadi Carnot would have
been spared to the public.

guard consisted, firat, of the special brigade
of the Elyseo Palace, a carefully picked
body of men composed of fourteen inspec.
tors,and commanded by a brigadier-general;
8 cond, of what is now known throughout
Paris as the ** New Brigade," consisting of
twenty detectives carefully chosen from
out of the ranks of the entire Parisian

police force: third, the commissaries of
police in each city that he visited during
hia tour, each backed by

A CAREFULLY SELECTED PLATOON.

Tkie latter force did not, of course, accoms-
pany the President on the train, but was
simply drawn up at each depot and formed
an outer guard during his stay in that
particular city,

In repard to the special brigade of the
llysee Palace me: ioned above, it is inter-
esting to note tnat the brigadier in com-
mand is & man of considerable importance
in the French State, and draws a ealary of
3,000 france per year(a largesum in Paris),
besides getting 25 francs a day when the
President is on ¢ne of his journeys. He ia
also given the Grand Cross of the Legion
of Honor when he retires from office.

The special policing of the rulers of
France has been a subject that the Govern-
ment has for the most part paid a good
deal of attention to. During the days of
the first empire the guard that protected
the person of Napoleon III, was kept on
duty in the palace day and night. At func-
tiona within, and whenever the Emperor
went without, a handful of men in plain
clothes continually surrounded him. The
commandant of this guard was the Chief
Hyrvoix, who was wont to travel directly
before the imperial conveyance in a little
coupe drawn by a swiit and tireless trot.
ter, while his subordinates followed on
horseback or in csrriages, On journeys
this accomplished detective occupied =
compartment in the imperial train, and
whenever the train drew up at a station he
used to jump out and go into the telegraph
otfhice to glean whatever information he
could over the wires.

Thiers had aleo hie trained body of
special policemen, headed by one of the
cleverear 'rench *“‘sleuth hounds” of the
day. During one of his tours

AN AMUSING INCIDENT.

ccurred at Havre. One of the inspectors,
while prowling through the cafes heard a
man say in a low tone that was full of
meaning : “*Do you know M. Thiers ? Very
well ! He is done for. Ivisa sure thing
that he will never return alive to Paris.”

Upon hearing this the Inspector at once
detailed one of the moss vigilaut men of
the corps to shadow the fellow who had
thus spoken. This the man himself soon
perceived, and, going up to the detective
with an air of bland wunconscionsness, he
told him that he knew exactly why he (the
detective) was tollowing him up in this way,
and that he proposed to afford him every
facility in his task, He invited the shad-
ower to walk by his side instead of behind
him ; to come tec the houee he was staying
at and dine with him ; to sleepin his bed ;
to be constantly within finger-touch of
him, until President Thiers should have
quitted Havre, This proposition the
detective accepted, and did not find the
slightest thing to arouse his suspicions, It
was never found out whether it was a joke
played upon the police force or simply an
unthinking mistake based on mere rumor
on the part of the suspected citizen,

Marshal MacMahon, when he was Presi-
dent, had a force of sixteen men constantly
surrounding him, under the command of
the distinguished M. Blavier. \Vhenever
it was possible, Blavier accompanied the
old Marshal on foot, but as MaeMahon used
most frequently to ride,itbecame a necessity
for the Chief of the llysee Police to be
mounted also. Dblavier was exceedingly
corpulent, and it was only with the greatest
difficulty that he could etick on the beck
of a horse. Nevertheless, rather than lose
the excellent position that fate had granted
him, he put himself into the saddle many
daye of the week,

That Everyday Assistant, Glyecerine

Here are a few of the many uses to whie,
glycerine may be applied : ‘Equal parts of
bay rum and glycerine applied to the face
after shaving make a man rise up and call
the woman who provided it blessed. Ap.
plied to the shoes, gylcerine is a great pre-

servative of the leather and effectually
keeps out water and prevents wet feet, A
few drops of glycerine put in the fruit jars
the last thing before aealing them up help
to keep the preserves from molding on top,
For flatulency there is no better remedy
than a teaspoonful of Ii]}'l‘.'.ﬂl‘."lnﬂ after each
meal, It will prevent'and cure chapped
hands, Two or three drops will often stop
a baby’'s stomach ache. It will allay the
thiret of a fever patient and soothe an
irritable cough by moistening the dryness of
the throat.

A Problem.

"Head Surgeon at the Hospital—I maust
tell you, my good woman, that your son
will be compelled to have his leg taken off,
Anxious Mother—Oh, dear ! Then what
can I do with his other boot 7 -

If I were sure God would pardon me and
man would not know my sin, yet I should
be ashamed to sin, because of its essential

baseness. —Platao,

During his journey President Faure's|

YOUNG FOLKS.

Mother's Girl

Sleeves to the dimpled elbow,
Fun in the sweet blue eyes,

To and fro upon errands,
The little maiden hies,

Now she is washing dishes,
Now she is feeding the chicks,

Now she is pmﬁing with pussy,
Or teaching Rover tricks,

Wrapped in a big white apron,
Pinned in a checkered shawi,

Hangiug clothes in the garden,
Oh, were she only tall!

Hushiqg the fretful baby,
Coaxing his hair to curl,

Stepping around so briskly,
Because she is mother's girl,

Hunting for t’:s’."i:‘ﬁ in the haymow,
Petting old Brindle's ealf,
Riding Don to the pasture,
With many a ringing laugh,

Coming whene'er you call her,
Running wherever sent,

Mother's girl is a bles=ing,
And mother 1s well content,

A Wise Cheetah.

When Jack Norton was twelve years old
he ran away to sea and there suffered
shipwreck times enough to be willing to be
a land-labber.

When he was forty years old he was
bound for Africa, when one day the wind
decided torule, and for hours nothing counld
gainsay the power that swamped the boat
and left the men struggling for life.

This proved to be Jack’s last voyage, for
he found the country so much to his liking
that he decided to stay.

He had been hunting with some of the
pnatives when he chanced to kill a cheetah
which had two beautiful kittens.

One of these he raised for a pet and the
graceful cat-dog loved its master most
devotedly. '
One day Jack was very ill and Don, the
cheetah,seemed to know it, for he was con-
stantly near him and would often lick hie
master’s face and then, putting his head on
the edge of the bed, would watch Jack
tenderly.

Feeling that he was growing worse and
wishing some one would come, he said :
“0Oh dear! Don, go fetech Dr. Hilton,
good Don !"

Then with his dogintalligence he seemed
to understand.

Dr. Hilton sat reading that evening, when
suddenly he heard ascratching and whining
at the door.

On opening it there stood Don. Very
much surprised to see him =o laute, the doc-
tor thought he would keep him till morning
but no, the faithful ereature began to miaw
and seratch at the door, then run back to
the doctor, pulling his coat and acting so
strangely that Dr. Hilton thought some-
thing must be wrong.

Putting on his hat to sec what was amiss
he followed Don to the door, who at once
bounded with joy, running ahead, then back
again, doing all he conld to hurry his com-

anion. Soon they resched the place where
SIL{:]I lay moaning. *“Well! I declate,”
said the doctor, as he administered to the
sick man, *‘that cheetah of yours is worth
his weight in gold.”

S———n

This Bird is a Kicker.

I would hke tv know the name of the
man who originated the falsehond that the
ostrich, when pursued by his enemies, sticks
his head in the sand, :

This man never saw an ostrich, or when
he did, he and not the bird stuck his head
into the sand, for, weight fur age, an
ostrich could give that particular brand of
man about ten stone and a beating.

An ostrich that has not been brought up
on the bottle, or dosed with paregoric, will
stand eight feet high when he has dope

growing and weigh three hundred pounds,

He can kickk harder than a mule, travel
faster than a horse, and grow fat on food
at which a goat would elevate his nose,

It is more difficult to make his acquain-
tance now than it used to be a few hundred
years ago, for he has been taught by ex-
perience to look upon man as an enemy.,

He takes no pride in his feathers, but
he does nnt want to lose them, being nc=-
customed to them and knowing that they
are useful in keeping off the dew, or at
least, counteractiing its effect.

He is a dangerons bird when driven inte
a corner, a8 he uses his feet with great
dexterity, and if he planta them on a man,
anywhere between his collar button and
the waistband, the man’s relatives always
claim the insurance money if there's any
on him, '

e e —

Vaceinated Before Married.

In Brazil parentsa and guardians of min-
ors may, before consenting tb the marriage
of the latter, require a medieal certificate
from the bride or bridegroon, certifying
that he or she has been vacecinated,

In Norway, and Sweden, before any
couple can be lezally married, certificater
must be produced showing that both brid.

and bridegroom have been duly vaccinated*

In Norway, girls are ineligible for matre i
mony until they have earned certificates
for proficiency in knitting, baking and
spinuing,

In Waldeck, there iz a law that no
license to marry will be granted to any
individual who has the habit of getting
drunk, and, once identified with the hahit,
a drunkard must produce sufficieut proof of
reformation to warrant his receiving the
license at any future time.,

Russian law allows a man to marry only
four times, and he must roarry befure 80 or
not at all, -

It is & custom in Hungary for the groo
to give the bride a kick after the marriage
ceremony to make her feel her subjection,
while in Cratio the bridegroom boxes the
bride’s ears.

P —m—
Two Legacles.

Great Statesman—Yes, sir. I believe s
man’s first daty is to his family, and I in-
tend to leave mine & competence, Whas

will you leave your children ?
' Teax-Payer-——An honest name.
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