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I had been in Ceylon some years
When the incident I am about to re-
late took place. At the time I had
& billet on a tea estate ‘‘up coun-

try,” but having a fortnight’s leave

due I had decided to spend it with
my firiend Price, at Mahadenia es-
tate, in the Kelani valley, or the

K. V.,” as it is familiarly called.
i had never been in this part of the
Island before, Lthough it had often

been mentioned to me as being an
txlremely hot Place. 1My trip in-
volved a journey of 28 miles from

“olombo tp Avisawella; for the Kel-
ani Valley railway, now in course of
construction, had not even been
thought of in those days. 'This was
the first time I had left my district
since coming out, and everything I
SaW seemed comparatively new and

strange. The paddy-fields on either
slde of the road: the Roval Mail
coach, g I‘.-rnl-:ﬂn-dnwn, second-rate

concern, with horses to match — all
Beemed curious and remarkable.

After leaving Avisawella, T had a
walk of some cight miles before me.
The Kelani Ganger had to he nego-
tiated in a dug-out canoe; then came

& trudge through leech-infested
-Paddy-fields: and then, as darkness
drew on, a climb of 300 feet. At

last, however, I reached the bunga-
low, receiving a hearty welcome from
my friend. Price was musical; he
could play a variety of instruments—
flute, mandolin, violin and guitar —
and was fond of whistling to his own
accompaniment, It was o pleasure
to listen to him, and the evenings

used to pass «ll too quickly.

At the end of 5 week we decided to
Visit some friends in Avisawella, It
was a Saturday, gnd as it had been
raining hard for two days, and we
could see the paddy-fields were flood-
ed, we went round the long way,
which was more likely to be passa-
ble. In some Places we were com-
pPelled to wade through the flood, at
one time having to go in richt up
to our mecks. At othep Places we
got canoces or raits, their native
owners being glad to earp a few
cents by taking us across deep
Stretches. 'The day was fine and
very hot and as we had on thin
khaki clothes we soon got dry again
after each ducking,

After spending a pleasant Sunday
with our friends we started back for
the estate on Monday mornine. The
waters had somewhat abated by this
time, and Price =aid he would talke
me home by a short cut, But, as is
often the case, the “‘short cut’’ prov-
ed the longest way round, for Price
missed his way, and at 11 a. m. we
found ourselves not much nearer
home, bhut, fortunately, very near
Ruanwella Rest Iouse, for which we
decided to make. IHere we met an
officer of the Public works depart-
ment named Carey, who was in
charge of some works in the neigh-
borhood and made Lthe rest-house
his headquarters. Te was glad of
some company, and we stopped to
breakiast. Whiie we were enjoying
the meal it came on to rain, and
poured in bucketsful all the after-
noon.  Under the circumstances we
could not cross the river, and so had
to make up our minds to spend t{he
night at the rest-house.

Carcy had g pPet monkey, a pretty
little white thing called Ranee, which
took a great fancy to Price, who
Played with her and gave her plan-
tains and hiscuits. She seemed  to
mppreciate Price's Whistling powers,

and would sit on his knee while he
n:hn_:-LIerL Placing one paw on each
Bide of his face and looking into his

tyes wilth a most comieal expression,
I suppose it was partly this whist-
ling that attracted her. At any
rate, it led to a most fortunate re-
sult, as will be scen hereafter,

Ded-time arrived in due course,
and Price and I shared g room. We
left the window open and the light
burning. It was one of those prim-
ltive contrivances consisting of g
floating wick in cocoanut oil, and
made an excellent night light, albeit
rather smelly. This stood on a
Fmall {able near Price’s head, which
faced the window, My bed was in
the opposite corner. These are tri-
vial details, wvou may think, but
they have an important bearing on
my story,

We turned into bed
dropped off to sleep.
time, however, T was
sound of - whistling
Price's corner. “Surely he doesn’t
whistle in his sleep?”” I muttered,
irritably, and, as I could get off to
Irritably, and, as I could not get off
to sleep again while the whistling
went on, I turned over to reach for
an shoe to - throw at him. Suddenly
an object caught my eve which made
me pause and hold my breath. There,
near Lthe bed, stood the light, burn-

and soon
After some
aroused by the
coming from

ing dimly as we had left it. On
Price's chest, its head rais-
ed and swaying from side
to side and its hood in-
flated, lay a large cobra! It had
evidently crawled into his bed for
warmth and awakened him, and he,

knowing  that snakes are influenced
by certain kinds of music, had, with
extraordinary presence of mind,
thought of this expedient to keep it
from attacking him. There he lay,
unable to stir, whistling a low,
Plaintive tune — a weird air in the
minor key — while the snake kept
tiyne to it. A more remarkable spee-
tacle it is Impossible to conceive,
and I lay thore fascingted.

I tried to devise some means of
helping my friend out of his terrible
position, and presently I sat up in
bed. Hearing me move, the snake
got restless gnd the whistling almost
ceased for a moment, as Pricog real-
ized that I saw his situation and
could perhaps render assistance. e
may, too, have wished to warn me
against startling the reptile into
striking. The cobra, annoyed at the
cessation’ of the musie, hissed and
darted out its tongue, and Price,
with admirable nerve, started again,
The whistling resumed its even mea-
sure, and that deadly head began to
SWay again in time in the air.

I dared not move again. Ny
friend’s face I could not see. My
own, I knew, was moist with great

beads  of perspiration.  The agony
of suspense was intense, so that I
knew what my poor chum must be
suffering., When. would his nerve
break down? When would the snake
tire of the whistling and strike?
These were but a few of the thoughis
that crowded through my mind as I
Sat ghd watched this awful spectacle
of life and death. How long I =at
like this, mnot daring to move for
fear of disturbing the reptile, I can-
not say, but at last it came to an
end,

A small figure hopped on to the
window-sill, Ranee, attracted, I
suppose, by the whistling, had come
to listen. She paused a moment,
Peering into the corner from which
the sound came. She was behind
the snake, so that the latter could

not see her,  The little creature
seemed to take in the situation in-
stinctively, and with two cat-like

bounds and a guttural snarl she was
on the bed, had grasped the cobra
from behind close to the head, and
buried her sharp teeth in its back.
With g yell I sprang from my bed
and seized a stick, as monkey and
snake rolled over on the floor in a
confused and struggling heap. So
mixed up were they that it was im-
Possible for me to get a blow with-
out hurting the plucky little monkey.
By this time the whistling had ceas-
ed, and aroused by my cries Carey
Came running in with g lamp.

‘T'he struggle did not last long. The
cobra, weakened by tke repeated
bites of its determined little antag-
onist, and unable to get at her to
bite, relaxed its coils and soon lay
on the floor a bleeding mass, while
the wvictor skipped on to the bed
where Price lay and perched itself on
his pillow, gibbering excitedly. She
was, luckily, quite unhurt,

Having disposed of
Carey and 1 devoted our

the snake,
altention

to Price. The poor fellow was in o
sWoon, and on being restored to
consciousness went off again. He

presently developed a high fever, and
as the case was beyond our powers
he was removed to the local hos-
pital at Carawaneila. When he fin-
ally becamé convalescent we took
him down to Mount Livinia, a plea-

sant secaside hotel near Colombo,
where he stayed until he sailed for
Iingland, complete change and rest

being declared necessary by the doc-
tors after the fearful experience of
that night at the Ruanwella. Rest-
House. Price told me, when at
““The Mount,”’ that he had been
awakened by feeling something mov-
ing on his chest, and on opening hLis
cyves had been terrvified to see a large
cobra. The snake raised its head
to strike, whereupon a sudden in-
spiration prompted him to begin
whistling. This action undoubtedly
saved his life, for the music arrested
the attention of the cobrw and at
the same time attracted the plucky
little Rance, who was the means of
relicving him of his terrible bed-fel-
low.

You may be sure the pretty little
monkey was not forgotien. Carey’
gave her to Price, and I kept her for
him until he came back from his
trip to Iingland.

She  lived for some years after
that, and her greatest pleasure was
to hear Prite whistling. She always
slept curled wup on his pillow, evi-
tlentiy determined that never again
should her master’s slumbers be dis-
turbed by unwelcome intruders,
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A COSTLY PEACE,

.

Details of the South African Army
of Occupation.

The last number of the Canadian
Military Gazette gives the following

details of wRat troops the South
African army of occupation  will
consist. Truly, war is a costly
game, and, in this ecase, peace

scarcely less so. The particulars are
as follows .—

““An inecrease is to be made in the
force originally destined for the
peace establishment of South Afriea.
The change is due to {he probable
increase in the population, and in-
volves the addition of both cavalry
and infantry. In future there will
be in the Transvaal seven cavalry
regiments, nine mountad infantry
battalions, twenty-seven battalions
of infantry, two batteries of horse
artillery and one brigade division of
field artillery. In the Orange River
Colony the garrison will consist of
two cavalry regiments, ihree mount-
ed infantry battalions, eight infan-
try battalions, and one brigade di-
vision  of field artillery. In Cape
Colony there will be two cavalry
regiments, six mounted infantry bat-
talions, twelve infantry battalions
and  one brigade division of field
artillery; while in Natal the force
will be increased to two cavalry
regiments, three battalions of
mounted infantry, six battalions of
infantry and one brigade division of
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CHASES THAT HAVE SPREAD
OVER SEVEN BIRTHDAYS

Capture of a New Caledonia Con-
vict—Two Queensland Desper-

adoes Caught.

There has recently been run to
earth 'at Matmat, in Algeria, a con-
vict, named Pierre Lamonte, who
¢scaped from New Caledonia some
three years back, after murdering
two of his guards, and dangerously
wounding: g third. Usually - the
French authorities in that remote
quarter of the globe do not trouble

greatly after runaway prisoners,
once they have got clear of the
colony ; but the circumstances sur-

rounding this particular gaol-break-
ing were so exceptionally atrocious
that it was resolved to make an
example. BMoney was accordingly
Poured out like water, large rewards
were ofiered, detectives were dis-
Patched to follow up all elues and
investigate all rumors, and the re-
sult of it all was that the ““wanted’’
Inan was eventually found to- bo
serving — although a Frenchman—
in the foreign legion at Algiers.

One of the Parisian detectives sent
to elfect his re-arrest, however, had
been well-known to Lamonte in days
gone by, and as soon as the crim-
inal caught sight of him he bolted
for the desert. He succeeded, too, in
eluding his pursuers for another
thirteen months, but the latter were
now on their mettle, and by dint of
enlisting  the pood offices of the
Sheik of Wargla, their quarry  was
at length captured disguised as a
Mohammedan pilgrim

IEN ROUTE FOR MECCA.
An even more exciting man hunt,
although not one of such long dura-

tion, was that which has just  re-
sulted in the arrest of Patrick and
James Keniff, two Queensland des-

peradoes, who for three months sot
at defiance the united efforts of two
inspectors, fifty constables, and six-
tecen black trackers, reinforced and
aided from time to time by a small
army of volunteer helpers. The pur-
suit  cost the Queensland Govern-
ment over $10,000 a week, or about
$125,000 in all.

The brothers began by murdering
a Chinese teamster and looting his
waggons. There went in search for
them a sub-inspector of the mounted
police, named Doyle ;: o Mr. Dalke,
manager of the Carnarvon cattle stg-
tion in the Mitchel district of
Queenstown ; and a black tracker,
They came across one of the desper-
adoes by a fire, but while they were
binding him the other suddenly open-
ed fire from an ambush. The black
tracker thercupon ran away, and
since then neither Mr. Dalke nor In-
speclor Doyle have been seen of hu-
man eyes. Aided, however, by native
guides, who were able to decipher
the story from the signs on the
earth as plainly as though they had
been wilnesses of the affair, the
dreadful tragedy that ensued was

AFTERWARDS MADE PLAIN.

The two man hunters were riddled
with bullets, and their bodies were
then dragged by the brothers Kenifl

to a big rock having a hollow de-
pression in the summit, and there
burnt to ashes. When the fire had

died out, the murderers collected to-
gether certain calcined bones, teeth,
and buttons, and packed them in
the saddle-bags of the unfortunate
inspector’s horse, with a view 1tio
removing them eventually to some
Letter hiding-place. The horse, how-
ever, bolted, carrying with it its
dreadiul burden, and it +was this
which led to the brothers’ undoing,
The whole colony was up in arms at
the unexampled atrocity : and, al-
though, bering well mounted,
murderers ¢scaped eapture on several

occasions, they were at last run
down. One of the brothers was
wounded and taken prisoner, and

then the other, after some parley-
iny, gave himself up.

The notorious James ILynchehaun,
who escaped the other day from
Maryborough convict prison, has a
record of which even an Australian
bushrangetr might be proud. Tive
vears ago, when arrested for arson
and attempted murder, he, while be-
ing removed on g side ecar from Noog
ert to Castlebar, stunned one of his

escort with a blow on the head from

his manacled hands, and took to the
woods. He remained at largce for
during which time g
force of 250 police were continually
beating the country for him. When
at last re-captured he exclaimed

HE HAS KEPT HIS WORD.

The exploits of = Soar and King,
again, who last year escaped from
Borstal convict prison, will doubtless
be fresh in the minds of most read-
ers of this article. Hundreds of
police were on their track within a
few hours, but they eluded capture,

although reforts of their where-
abouts quickly began to come in
from practically all over Kent. TE

transpired afterwards that iho run-
aways had struck straight for Lon-
don, and had gone into hiding in the
Ifast-end. Dloth were eventually
re-taken, but not until months after-
wards, . and then more by chance
than anything else.

But both these instances are quite
eclipsed by the big man hunt which
took place in the mountains of
Donegal in 1889, when seven peas-

ants, accused of having participated
in the murder

of District-Inspector

field artillery.'*

| Martin,

of the Royal 1Irish Con-

HONTED FOR YEARS,|

stabulary, at Gweedore, were track-
ed to their doom by more than 600
police, assisted by an entire bat-
talion of infantry, and by  strong
detachments of the

SCOTS GREYS FROM DUNDALI,

1he entire countryside was, of
course, friendlv to the fugitives, and
the game of hide and seek might
conceivably have continued even
longer than it actually did, had not
the ““‘wanted’”” men been ill-advised
enough to quit the mainland, and
seek refuge in a smmll island off the
Coast. There they were stormbound,

they were glad rather than sorry to
be taken off by a gunboat specially
dispatched for the purpose.

No man hunt of modern times,
however, has lasted so long, or
cost so. many lives as that ;. or-
ganized in this country against the
brothers Jesse and Frank James,
train robbers, murderers, and pro-
lessional  desperadoes. For four
years on end the Pinkertons, the
famous detectives, tried their hard-
est to ecflect their capture, but, after
men, had to confess themselves
beaten. Tn the end, James was shot
dead by a detective named I'ord,
who wormed himself into the 1rob-
ber's confidence and then took ad-
vantage of his  trust to kill him in
his sleep ; and Frank surrendered.
The chase lasted altagmether seven
years, and cost the nice little sum
Oof $5250,000 ; while, of their would-
be  captors, the brothers killed
twenty-three and wounded cighteen.
—Pearson’s Weekly.
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DRAWING TEETH.

The Phonograph Is Now Used
a Paris Dentist,

by

M. Donier, one of the leading den-
tists of Paris, is using the phono-
grabh to lessen the horror of tooth
drawing. THe has three large estab-
lishments in the busiest part of the
French capital, and he noticed that
those patients to whom he was
obliged To give an anaesthetic—no
matier of what kind, evep if it were

only  langhing gas—showed un-
favorable symptoms when they
awoke from unconsciousness, their

condition being  Jargely due to the
eliect of the noise of the traffic in
the street outside. They suffered
from severe headache and interfer-

i

and ran so short of provisions that |

losing nearly a dozen of their best |

2 A :
NEWS BY MAIL ABOUT JOHN
BULL AND HIS PEOFLE.

Occurrences in the TLand That
Reigns Supreme in the Com-
mercial World.

The Queen’s gift to brides whom
she desires to specially honor al-
most invariably takes the form of a
brooch or a bracelot.

The bigoest laundry in London
has seven miles of drying lines, all
under cover. Kighty thousand picces
can be dried at once in the srace ol
half an hour,

The total procecds of the DBurns
and Scott Memorial Bazaar held in
St. James’ hall, London, amount
Lo £3,900. The amount 1received
from the children's purses was £100,

There are at present in Great Bri-
tain some 47,000,000 spindles sl
the United States, 21,558,974 : in
India, 5,000,000 . in Japan, 1,-
500,000, and somo 700,000 spindles
in China.

Mr. I'rancis Johnson, a  well
known justice of the peace for Che
shire, fell dead on Liverpool land-
ing stage, while hurrying to catch
a ferry boat for Igremont, where hg
resided.

The 2nd Highland Light Infantry
has arrived in Jersey and the Royal
Welsh'  Ifusiliers left for Lichfield.
No Iighland regiment has been sta.
tioned in Jersey for at least Lhree
quarters of a century,

Colonel IHippesley, who has jusl
retired from the Scots Greys, after
commanding the regiment to the

end of the war in South Africa, had
a spleudid  reception on his returs
home.

- The Roman Catholic population of
the United Kingdom is estimated ad
five and a cquarter millions—viz,,
England, 1,500,000; Secotland, 433,
000; Ireland, according to the cen-
sus of 1901, 3,318,028.

In a national brass band competi-
tion held at the Crystal Palace,
London, and in which 88 bands took
part, Black Dike won first prize,
Wyke Temperance the second, and
Luton Red Springs the third.

In more thian g dozen English
towns electric light plants running
from 19,000 +to 22,000 lamps of
sixteen candle .power get power from
furnaces in whieh refuse is burned,

énce with vision ; but what dis-
tressed them most was that during

his patients, great good would
done. The only way to do this was

to create a louder counteracting
noise or sound which should be
Pleasant, not nerve irritatine,

ber

cither by itself or mixed with other
fuel.

the time ihey were under the in-| At present 108 trains in Britain
fluence of the anaesthetic they had{run 100 miles and over daily.swith-
usually horrid dreams or imagin- | out a stop. In Scotland the Cale
ines, donian Company take the lead, their

The dentist saw that if he could |longest run being from Carlisle tg
keep the noise from the ears, and;Stirling, 1173 miles, in 2 hours and
consequently from the mind also of |18 minutes,

Great Britain,  with Ler colonies,
owns  ncarly one-half of the total
lonnage helonging to the marine of
forty nations, or 14,000,000 +tons
out of a. total of 29,000,000 tons.

Obviously music was the Lthing. Te
tried a phonograph, and still uses
it. When a ratient is seated in his
chair he Maces  the Phonograph’s
tubes to the ears and allows the in-
strument to work for g little while,
Then he administers the anacsthetic
and he finds that the patient be-
tomes unconscious much more quick-
ly and easily, and requires  much
less anaesthotic
the case.

Not only that, hut he can periorm
the dental operation without inter-

ruption, and when the patient
Covers consciousness the afler eficets
are slight indeed compared wilh
those which nearly always presented
themselves beforoe the phonograph
Lad been numbered amiong the den-
tist's professional instrumenis.
Another form of sullering, more or
less mental, which music has tlho
power to relieve is insomnin. At a

Lhe |

! : |the. flow of blood from a wound, An |
“1 shall give you the slip vet,” and |

time when the great majority of
peolle were quite  unaware of Lhis, !

of the fact into practice. Ailer his
banishment to St, Helena, sleep
was for a long time almost denied
to-him, and the eflect on his oo -
eral condition hLecame so bad that
his attendants hecame seriously
alarmed. At last he said -

“I must have a couple of hours of
music before poing to bed.’”’ And
night after night he took the plea-
sant “‘dose’” he had prescribed for |
himseli. So unexpectedly pood wore
the results that instead of Lthe

the first Napoleon put his knowledge |

r

|
1

ithe previous Sunday that

| lovely view over the

i Dee.

| while the roof js coverced with

“long wakefulness'’ that Lord Rose-

bery refers to in “‘Napoleon : the
Last’ Phase,” the fallen emperor
slept, as a rule, for cight, and some- |

even ten hours.
pverhaps the strangest use
music can be put is to

Limes
But
which

to
stop

army docter noticed that when, g |
in easy hearing of musie, hemorrhage
was either greatly reduced or actual-
ly stopped. Neither he nor othors,
who confirmed hisg observations,
could understand how this pheno-

the air produced by the music causes
the patient to become faint, in
which case the action of the heart
is so considerably lessened that the
overflow of blood is reduced.
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CHOOSING HIS LAST MEAL.

An amusing story is told of a man
condemned to death recently in
France who was asked, according to
custom, what he would prefer for his
last meal. He chose mussels, which,
Lthough his favorite dish, always, he
said, caused him terrible indigestion:

wounded soldier was taken to with- | <
| inseribed their names,
[time

““This time, however.”” he added,
grimly, ‘‘they will nct have the
chance.’’ J

This is divided among 28,350 vosg-
sels, of which 10,838 sail undor the
British Mag.

Five hundred men, of mwany na-
tionalities, of many occupations—
but all of them homeless, penniless,
in the world's richest city—may be
S any  evening, however wet or
cold it may he, forming a long,
black line in one of the obsizura

than was formerly !streets of the backyard of London.

The Duke and Duchess  of Woesl-
minster, who sailed for South Alriea

{will make a tour of the batllefields
I'e- | of tho

late war. The Countess of
Airlie sailed also to visit the prave

| of Lhe late Earl, and see the memor-
{ial which was erected . by the officers

and men of the 12th Lancers.
A Welsh minister was surpriced

' Lhe other day to receive a basket ol

petatoces irom an old woman—g
member of his congresation—with the
message that, as he had remarkaed
COMmn: on
taters (commentators) did not agred
with him, she had sent him rea)

'eond cnes.

St 1leniol’s Library, Hawarden
Which has been ereetoed as a national
memorinl {0 M. Gladstone, at g
cost of L£100,000, wasg opencd by
ISarl Spencer on the 14ith ult. Ti
has been placed on the brow of 1he
hill at ITawarden, and commanids g
estuary of the
IPsiternally the building is fyeed
with Helshy stone, a red sandstone,
darl
green Buttermere slgie,

Like Queen Victoria, Queen Alexan-

n{h*nlh:as tombstones crected over the

cgraves of her pet dogs. Queen Vie-
toria had small statues made of her
ceceased  canine comf anions, and
Placed on blocks of stone over their
remaing  in the prounds at Frogp-
more. At Sandringham are the
sraves of two dogs, g Siberian and g
Bernard, and on the stones are
the length of

owned by Queep
the dates of theit

they were

Alexandra, and

deaths,

In his new bbok Admiral Sir Wil

menon was brought about, but it is {liam Kennedy relates the case of a
now believed ihat the vibrations of | :

marine who was brought before g

| court martial at Hong Kong chareed

with insulordination. The court hgv-
ing been sworn, the pPrisoner wag
asked the usual question—Did he oh-
icet to any  membor of the court 2
Looking around with infinite con-
temot on his judges, he said, “Yes,
I ‘object to the whole bloomin’ lot of
yer, 'speshully the bald-headed old
bounder in the middle ¥ Hig o
tence is not recorded.

'
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At St. Augustine, Florida, is the
only mill in the world wkich gets
its power direct irom o ertesian
well,

NERRY OLD ENBLAND
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