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WITH DE WET AND BOTHA

TRAITS OF CHARACTER OF THE
TWO BOER LEADERS.

Pen Pletures by a London €Corresponden”
Witk “be Roer Army — Both Boer

Leadrrs Greal Men.

Students of the art militant who go
fo the trouble to delve into the pet-
ty intricacies, the ins) and ouls of the
war, will, I think, says a special cor-
respondent of the London Daily Mail,
dlscover a mounted infantry leader
of rare ability in Gemneral Chriatian
De Wet. Like Botha, he was compara-
tively unknown when hostilities coms-
menced, and affords another illustra-
tion of the adage that every war pro-
duces its own generals.

Of /medium height, square build, his
figure gives animpression of strength
and endurance, while the strong lines
of his face and lkeen blue eyes at once
mark the mam as clever and alert.
Im appearance he more nearly approxi-
mates the typical Boer of the veldt
than do a majority of the Boer gen-
erals. His dress is eareless but clean-
ly encugh, and his beard runs wild.
Apt to appear somawhat stern at
times, his manner is frank and free
and at once confidential relations are
established.

DE WET A STRATEGIST.

De Wet is a consummate strategist.
He is, in my fopinion, infinitely clever-
er tham the average British cavalry
officer, against whom he is pitted. He
ehould have been taken, with all his
heavy artillery, at Kimberley. But he
wasn’t. He pulled all his own chest-
outs out of the fire, grabbed a big
convoy, he likes convoys, as well, and
opened a hole through which Cronje
might have crawled had that unfor-
tunate general been less pig-headed.
He should by all the rules of eclub
window war erities, haved been nabbed
“lock, stock, and barrel’” at Wepener.
Not he. He effected a safe retreat
around the British right wing, and a
junetion with Botha, and lived to
harass Lord Roberts’ line of communi-
cations. They thought they had
him at Lindley. Instead, he had them,
Il amticipate the Englishl generals will
have a merry chase before they round
uwp the Free State leader.

I do not know when I ever felt
Bo sorry for a man as I did for
General De Wet at Thaba Kop. He
had resolved to beat’ back a British
force  which was howvering on his
flank and embarrassing his retreat;

~amd so disposed his commandoes on

al number of kopjess The position wag
cleverrely chosen, and an engagement
would certainly have resulted in a
severe check to the British had it
come about.

Am Incident, one of the most singu-
lar in war, turned the affair into a
farce. The British force, apparently
mumbering several thousand men, de-
ployed, and advaneced with the evident
purpose of taking the Boer positions
by assault. This was precisely what
General De Wet wanted. He had pre-
pared a neat little trap. The Brit-
Ish were yet fully 1,500 yards away,
and the Boers were only sniping mild-
ly to draw them on, when suddenly
two English field batteries opened,
and shrapnel began to scatter leaden
"siuffing” over the kopjes. Without
wanming, without orders, without any
targible reasons that one can lay
hold of, the Boers deserted their posi-
licos and began a precipiiate flight.
In five minutes it was a stampede,
which carried De Wet’s entire force,
artillery, laagers and all, back for
miles. This belongs to the
INEXPLICABLE THINGS OF WAR

When I climbed down from my
position on a kopje and rode back
to the Hoofd Laager, to learm what
had caused the retreat of the Boers,
I found only General De Wet and
about fifty burghers. Tears of rage
and maortification dimmed the gen-
eral's eyes and trickled down his
beard, and his utterance was thick-
ened by emotion. Seeing me dismount
amd salute, he addressed me in Duteh,
forgetting that I could, not under-
stand him. Remembering this, ha
enllety am' interpreter, for he speaks
English poorly.

“I hope you will mot mention in
your reports the wany my burghers
behaved to-day, he said. “I cannot
wnderstand their action, unless the
devil possessed them."”

When the war began Louis Botha
was unkmown to fame. Under Lucas
Meyer he had served with credit in
& campaign or two against the Kaf-
firs, where he distinguished himsel
emough to secure a seat in the Volks-
raad. In that body he kept modestly
in the background, as befitted his

youth, but quickly became recognized
M a4 man of sense and caution, amd
galned a position ameng the leaders
of the Progreasive party. Like Jou-

bert, Botha was for peace at ANy
reasonable sacrifice, but when he be-
came convinced that the independence
of his country wus threatened hs
donned rifle and bandolier and hur-
ried to the border.

The command of the Vryheid burgh-
ers was given to Luecas Meyer by vir-
tue of his seniority and military ex-
perience. Botha was nominated as-
sistant-general, a sort of makeshift
rank hastily ereated for the purposes
of the war. The young commander—4
he is only . thirty-six—soon demon-
strated his ability.

By the time Ladysmith) was invest-
ed his name wajs already more on the
tongues of the burghens than even
Joubert's, and his defence of the
Tugela raised him to first place in
the hearts of the fighting rank and
file. Thus, when Joubert died, the
old chief’s mantle fell naturally and
properly upon Louis Botha.

Perversity of fate, which had de-
nied Botha the pawer to aot and di-
rect whem his energy and talents
might have, I believe, accomplished
wionders, now crowned him with au-
thority and responsibility at an hour

"when it was impossible to stem the

tide of adwversity. Even his supposed
authority as Commandant-General
wiag, at least for a time, only nominal;
The real direction of military affairs
was retained by President Kruger, or
by him delegated to an incompetent
and vacillating war department in
Pretorian. .

BOTHA’'S STUPENDOUS TASK.

Yet under the weight of a stupend-
ous task Louis Botha never faltered
or repined. To the end, the bitter end
he maintained a bold and confideni
demeanowr. Seldom did he betray ir-
ritation to the hindering jealousy of
his lieutemtants or the crass waver-
ing at Pretoria. Once—only once—
did I hear him complain disgustedly
that he could not even shift a com-
mande of 100 from one position to
another without submitting the pro-
position to the War Office. On the
ceeasion to which I refer the author-
lzation did not arrive until lapse of
time had mullified the proposed move-
ment.

With an army a great proportion
of whiech was totally disorganized and
did not want to fight, with even such
fighting spirjt as did remain, econ-
tinually sapped by the disaffection
and contrariness of jealous generals,
with insubordination running riot,
with his hands tied by the Pretoria
War Office, how General Botha ever
minaged to preserve his equanimity
and present a clhieery face to his dis-
couraged men I cannot tell. He did
maaage, somehow,

KEPT HEART ANND HEAD.

Harassing him always, ever march-
ing ruiblessly on the heels of his
weary rear guard, came the count-
less battalions "of Lord Roberts’
army; behind him, at Pretoria, whence
should have come encouragement and
ald, where only despair, confusion, un-
eertainty, vacillation, hope sinking in
the slough of despond, treachery lifi-
ing its hideous head. Yet, through
all, and in spite:of all, Botha retained
hiz good heart, and what was better
still, his head.

During those weeks the man’s phy-
sical exertions were marvellous. When
he rested, when he slept, when he
ale, moc man save himself can tell
Day after day he was in the saddle,
riding along - the firing line, or
struggling vainly to chedk the per-
sistent, sullen retreat of the hope-
less, hungry burghers; night after
night his special train sped back to
Pretoria, carrying him to a midnight
conference with the aged President,
from whose hands the reins of con-
trol were fast slipping.

It was at such a conference that
Botha once and for all time put a
quistus on the proposition to destroy
Johamnesburg, by threatening, if that
plam was not instantly abandoned, to
lay his resignation onthe President's

table. His was, at that hour, the
one cool head; his the one strong
hand.

Had Botha left the Boer army, it
would have evaporated like smoke,

General Botha's personal appear-
amce is most striking. A magnificent
physique is topped by a countenancae
of singular openness and charm,
Never have I  encountered a more

winning personality, a quality which |

greatly emhanced his influence with
the indepemdent spirit who com-
poged the Boer commandoes.

be a power for recomciliation.

By mnature the man 1is gentle as
a child, which seemH so often true of
men of unusual -courage; altogether,
a miodel husband and father, edu-
cated, refined, a devout but not
bigoted Christiam, a man who would
be hemored amnd respected in any
community ¥ the world.

| |

Care of Young Children.

One of the reasons why so many
of our little children are wearing
spectacles is because in infancy they
are oftem so placed in eribs or car-
riages that they sleep or awaken with
the little lenses in their eyes exposed
too. muech to the sunlight.

Mothers should remember not teo
let the baby awaken with its eyes to
a sunlil widow. 'Tthe retima, the dark-
ened chamber, behind .the uppil, re-
ceives the light, and this chamber is
the mosl dleicate piece of mechan-
ism, In our anatomy. We realize how
older people from t(he glare. If
babies could speak (hey would rebel
at the carelessness of some mothers
and nurses, -

One of the most dreaded maladies to
the mother is croup. It s of twao
kinds—simple and membranous. The
first may ofter be treated by home
remedies, the second never. Simple
croup i3 rarely dangerous, even
though the symptoms seem very
alarming, JI may come on gradual-
ly wi b a coldin the head, with whe:z-
ing and boarseness or the child miy
be awakened in the night by sudden
shoriness of breath and violent chok-
ing. The child should be propped up
with pillows and kepl quiet. Avoid
everything that will excite coughing
and crying. Keep Lhe room warm.
Hot clothes or poultices can be ap-
plied to the throat, and either a croup
kettle, which cun be bought at any
drug stove, or an ordinary tea kettle
kept boiling in the room.

The steam from a boiling tea ket-
tler may oe introduced to the ecrih by
placing  a sheet over an umbrella
raised in the crib, and the steam can
then be inmtroduced beneath the tent.
If the symptoms are urgent . ten
drops of the syrup of ipecac should
be given every fifieen minutes until
free vomiting occurs. :

A very simply made remedy 18 lemon
on sugar. This will cut the mucus.
This 18 usually liked by children, and
It 15 easy to give. Membranouscroup
18 enfirely beyond the care of the mo-
ther, as it is really dipbtheria of the
larynx. Often the most critical opera-
tions huve to be performed to save
life.

Cholera infuntum, one of the most
fatal diseases among young children,

usually begins with diarrhoea, or in-

digestion. It comes from overfeed-
ing, beat and impure air, and 1s often
aggravied by teething, though never
caused by it.

The child loses flesh rapidly, be-
comes restless, feverish, has inlestinal
pain and excessive thirst, but no ap-
petite, and the food does not assimil-
ate. Maedical aid should be summoned
early: the child should be kept cool
and usually in the open air. Com-
plete change of air is advisahle.

In our crowded cities and towns,
where it is impossible for mothers to
go away during the summer, babies
are often attacked by this dread ma-
Indy. I have seen many habies saved
by being at the seaside for a day, The
early morning air will revive these
little sufferers.

Measles is nof always confined to
children, but 13 most common among
them. It begins usually with acold
in the head, sneezing, hoarseness, sore
throat, eough and some fever. The
average period of incubation is about
eight days. On the fourth or fifth
day the eruption of pimples comes out
in dark, somewhat erescent .shaped
patches, first on the face, neck, ATIms,
and later oo the trunk and legs. This
usually lasts from two to five days
Then diarrhoea is apt {o set in, The
child should be carefully guarded from
draughts. The uimost care should be
observed during convalescence, as
bronchitis, pneumonia, gasiric (rou-
bles, sore eyes and ears are apt' to
follow this disease. All reading mat-
ter should be kepl from a child un-
til after the system has regnined its
Lone, and some motbhers have used the
homely but wuseful green shade at
times wheo the eyes were unusually
weak,

The wind colic of infants seldem re-
quires medical ireatment. It 1s usn-
ally due to unsuitable food, or, in the
case of a nursing baby, to the condi-
tion of the mother. Do not give the
child soothing syrups, but see that
its feet are warm. Let him lie ona hot
water bag on his stomach. If the
colic continues, a half cupful of warm

'water containing ten drops of tur-

abdomen
tablet

peniine 1s good. Rub the
gently, Half a soda mint

When the war is over Botha will may be given in a tablespoonful of

very warm water, or two or three
drops of gin in bot water.

The ery from colic 18 usually a
strong, hard cry. With this there is
drawing up of the feet, contraction
of the muscles of the face and other
signs of pain. If is well to be prompt
in treating the child,

l Whooping cough begins like an
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ordinary cold, the peouwliar whoop not
being heard umntil after the first ten
days. It lasts from one to three
months. In (ine. weather the child
should be kept out of doors, should
have a light, unstimulating diet, and
gpecial care should be taken to avoid
constipation, In all diseases of the
lungs or air passages the child shouid
be kept quiet, in an even '‘temperature
with pure awr. The head should be
well elevated, as children swallow
and vomit the sputa in great quanti-
ties. Measles and whooping cough
are very confagious, more so Uhan
diphtheria and scarlet fever, and
whooping cough can undoubtedly be
contracted in the open aar,

Chicken pox commences with shght
fever. After twenty-four hours an
eruption of reddish pimples - appears,
generally thickest on the back. Ina
day or two these become blisters, and
within a week disappear. Little medi-
cation 18 called for. JA warm bath 1s
good. and of course the child should
he isc 'ated, and should be watched lest
it scar the faee by scraiching th: erup-
tion. If necessary put ocotton mit-
tens.on the liftle hands and tie them
loosely to keep them {rom the face,

Eavache, so often common with lit-
tle children, is a severe pain and 1s
usually accompanied, with a sharp
scream. The pain ig likely to be pro-
longed and continuous. Twenty d:ops
of warm water ghould be put into the
ear, and a poullice of flaxseed appli-
ed warm, but not too hol, or the hot
waler bag mny be held against the
ear. A good device, recommended by
Dr. Holt, ig to fill the little finger of
a kid plove with hot sall, and insert
I'R1s yn the ear before the heat 1s ap-
phed upon {he outside.

——u—*—-._-.

REGARDING THE ORIGIN OF KISS-
ING.

According to Professor Cesare Lom-
broso, the distinguished Italian
criminologist, kissing is quite a
modern practice and originated in a
very cusious manner. The kiss, as a
token of affection, was unknown to
the old Greeks, and neither in Homer
nor in Heriod do we find any mention
of it. Hector did not kiss his Andro-
mache when he bade her farewell,
n:ither did Paris press his lips to those
of thé beauteous Helen, and Ulysses,
who was more of a cosmopolitan than
any man of his day, never dreamed of
kizsing the enchanting Circe, and
when after long wanderings he re-
turned home to his spouse, Penelopa,
he satisfied himself with putting one
of his stalwart arms around her waist
and drawing her to him.

The people of Terra del Fuego, says
Lombroso have taught civilized na-
tions the origin of the delightful art
of kissing, Drinking vessels are un-
known in that country, and the peo-
ple, when they are thirsty simply lie
down beside brooks and drink the wa-
ter as it flows by them. It is evi-
dent, however, that infants could not
satisfy their thirst in this primitive
fashion, and therefore their mothers
have for ages supplied them with wa-
ter by filling their own mouths first
and then lefting it pass through
their lips into the expectant mouths
of their little ones, In some places
the bunks of the brooks and rivers are
so high that water cannot be obtain-
ed in the usual manner, and the
mothers in such places draw it up
through long reeds.

Birds feed their young ones in
similar manner. They first fill their
own mouths with water and then
transfer it to the wide open mouths
of the little ones. This very ancient
maternal practice is, according to
Lombroso, the only source to which
the modern practice of kissing can
be traced. The cusiom of pressing
one mouth to another originated with
the women in Terra del Fuego, who
could only supply thelr infants with
drink in this manner, and it is pre-
sumable that they learned the lesson
from the bivds., Finally, .we are told
that kissing is an evidence of atavism
and a memorial of that early stage
in our development "“during which
the wife had not yet triumphed over
the mother nor love over maternity.”

Lombroso’s views on this subject
meet with the . general approval of
scientists, though there are some
who point out that his explanation
of the origin of kissing is not in accor-
dance with the one handed down to us
by the old Romans. These latter
maintained that the kiss was invented
by husbands, who desired to ascertain
in this way whether during their ab-
gsence from home their wives had been
drinking their wine or not,

————
BEASIER.

Don't you think every man Is master
of his own destiny ¥

Oh, I don't know; he gets out of a lot
of blame hy letting somebody else boss
thinga. -

R BREATHING IN SIN

Breathing is an exercise in itself
Singers shou!d not purpesely study the
anatemical conditions of the throai
and lungs; it is with the emotional
not the anatomical side of ™is ari thal
the singer has to do. Fe¢r tios prace
tical purpose of singing, .. &unwviedge
of the muscles of tha throit is «8 use-
less as a knowledge of t. .nuscles of
the arm is for the plavi'.gz of cricket,
Caszes are not infrequent where these
danatomical studies have a tendency
to sel up asort of nervous dread in
Ihe singer that the breathing is not
being done the correct way. Incore
rect breathing is an acquired habit,
induced sometimes by an elaborats
means faken to avoid it. A few sime
ple hints are all that are necessary;
the rest of what is called the art of
brealthing is very much a matter of
1natinet.

Avoid breathing through the mouth;
whenever possible inhale through the
nostrils. This allows the nose to pur-
ify and warm the air before reaching
the throat, which needs to be warm
in “order for the production of good
tone. It is frequently remarked that
such and such an artist’s voice im-
proved later in the evening, which
means that the singer’s throat becuma
warmed as‘'the concert or opera pro-
ceeded, and not that the voice improv-
ed, though the tone may have done
so. Breathing constantly through the
mouth inclines to dry the throat and
make the voice husky. But it is im-
possible to sing declamatory musio
without breathing through the mouth
it is even necessary, for effect, that
the breathing should at times be audi-
ble; and in long 'Handelian pas-
saged, and florid music of that des-
ceription, what are called half-breaiha
through the mouth are allowed ; othe
erwise the singer could not inhale
breath and keep in strict time.

Never heave up the shoulders in the
act of taking breath ; there chould be
no perceptible movement of the body
at all. Never itake in breath of a
rudden when only practicing; als
though the singing of certain pas-
sages obliges the performer to do so.
The ribs should expand sideways in
the taking of breath—the chest rising
and falling with each phrase. [IFalse
breathing—such as when a lady’s
shoulders rise as if they were about
to expand like wings—not only tires
the throat, but makes a disagreeable
Impression on the audience. Singers
should once a day practice before a
lookingglass, in order to correct any
faults arising from defective breath-
ing or from grimace. Breath must
never be taken between a head note
and a chest note ; the transition from
the one voice to the other must be
done with very little breath and very
softly,

Nasal singing destroys the carrying
power of the voice. Voices which are
metallic in sound carry best. Singers
whose voices are naturally soft in
quality should theretore try to ae-
quire a little stridency in tone; and,
vice versa, singers whose voices are
too strident should aim at a rounder
and softer quality. In some halls the
reverberation blurs the tome of tha
voice, therefore the singer must ac-
commodate the amount of tone to the
acoustic properties of the place whera
he is singing. In a 'warm, oppres-
sive room, if js necessary to reserva
the power of the voice, because forc-
ing the voice under such circum-
stances allows it to become easily fa-
tigued and used up. The best 'way of
combating an echo in a hall is never
to shout. It appears easy to sing in
a hall full of vibration, but this is a
deception. The tone goes all around
the singer's ears, and he cannot hear
properly when he sings aloud, and so
he loses control of the tone: it is
therefore advisable to sing piano and
feel the way, as the guieter tone tra-
vels bebter and the percussion is not
so greal as in a loud, shouting tone,

Increase and decrease of tone are
produced by the breath alone. A man
in a raging passion will swell the
muscles of the throat and grow red
in the face in attempting to give ut-
terance to his anger; but he is, in-
deed, jag the phrase .goes, ‘‘choking
himself with rage,” because he is try-
ing to get a terrific volume of wvoice
by phyaical pressure on 'the throat,
and the more he swells his veins and
muscles the less able is he to speak
at all. Singers, therefore, should
not attemrnt to get a Iecrescendeo by
pressing the muscles -of the throat,
Command of breath is the only me-
thod.

—— e e
SHE WAS;
€lara—What a pretty bonnet yor
have on| :
Irene—Yes, but I'm over my ears i
) debt for it. e
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