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A STRANGE STORY.

How o Womnn Came to be (h® Euin of
Ponald Cameron's IBBanik,

¢ (fameron’s bank,” as it was known to
the commercial world, as a private institu-
tion, owned and managed by Donald Cam-
oron, who appeared to be about 50 years old
when I entered his employ, and did nob
look a day older ten years later when the
tragedy of which I am about to write took
place. “ As good as Cameron’s bank ™ wag
a popularsaying. “‘As honeat as Donald
Cameron ” was another. ¢ As hard-headed
and sensible as Cameron ” was a third. He
was, as a matter of fact, a shrewd, level-
headed Scotchman, as honest as you please
and as conscientious as you ever find a man
in business or out of it, He wanted all due
him but nothing more.

There were foni employees in the bank,
and Cameron himself did not miss a day for
twenty years. He was his own cashier,
while I had the place of teller. I don’t
think there was ever an opportunity to put
my hands on over £20,000 had I desired to
rob the bank, but before I sazcured the
place he made himself safe to the amount of
£25,000. Even the janitor had to furnish
a bond, although there was no possible
chance of his getting at a dollar.
paid fair salaries, Mr. Cameron had the rep-
utation of being very tight and close.
Some people said that he had never married
becaunse he was too stingy. He did not
seem to be aware of the existence ot woman
kind except when one of the sex had deal-
ings with the bank, and then he treated her
exactly as if she were a man,

W hile I fell into his ways after a bit and
was with him for ten years. I never got to
know him. He never®smiled nor joked,
Ha never threw off his icy dignity for a mo-
ment. He never departed from the first
rules laid down. He had our time figured
down to minutes. If any of us were obliged
to remain even one minute over time, we
were paid for it. 1t any one was a minute
late in arriving at the bank, it was charged
against him., We had so much stationery
to last a month, and ifone extra -envelope
was usged it had to be accounted for. He
once charged me four cents for accidentally
breaking a ruler; he made the book-keeper
pay two cents for breaking a pen holdep:
the janitor fell over hia broomand had to §
ten eents for the broken handle, althougk
spliced and continued to use it for wee
I tell you these things about Mr. Camer .
not to slur his general character, but th
you may thoroughly understand the sort -
man he was.

TFor nine years there was but one brea
in our routine, We reached the hank at
certain hour and moment, and generall
leit just as promptly. Every one hung v
his hat and coat on the same hook select:
at the start. There was no change in e:
ployees, no painting or papering, nothi:
new. The break occurred when I cash:
a forged check for £200. It was a ne
piece of work, and I believe Mr. Camer:
himself would have been duped. When
discovered that I had been bitten I hund:
the banker £200 and the forged cheeck., I
made no remark whatever, but at the er
of the month he charged me up with ti
loss of interest on the money for thirt
four hours. I made ne protest, and th
ended the affair. The forger might hw
been canght, but Mr. Cameron had suffer
no loss, and he would have charged n
with lost time had I spent even five minut
consulting with the p»slice, Tnis was i
January, and the beginning of my tent
year with him. :

One day in May a strange lady called an
had a long interview with Mr., Cameron i
his private office. It was only at rare inter
vals that a s*range lady entered our place
This one was about 25 years of age, richix
dressed, and as handsome a woman as you
would find in aweek’s travel. -We learned
after a bit that she was a Scotch Canadian
who had returned to the mother country to
agssert her claims to a large estate. I sup-
pose the object of her call was purely busi-
ness, but it had a queer effect on Donald
Cameron. You’ll think it funny that a man
like him and at that date fully 60 years old
snould be upset all of a audiden by & woman,
but such were the facts in the case. When
the hour's interview was ended and Mr.
Cameron returned to the counting room he
was a changed man. He was actually try-
ing to smile, When he attempted to pick
up the routine business he was nervous and
uneasy, and when he put on his hat and
went out upon the  street without saying
when he would return we looked at each
other with somevhing like consternation.

* Well, wo had queer times in the Camer-
on bank for the next few months, and the
public did a good deal of sly gossiping about
the banker. We got the news from out-

‘siders that the woman was o widow and

very well off ; that she expected to get
about £60,000 out of an estate ; that she
was staying at a fashionable hotel, and that
the most famous law firm in Scotland had
her case and wore sure of success, A well-
known estate was then in litigation, and
the papers had something to say almost
daily. Mr. Cameron could have found out
all the inside particulars by paying a lawyer

:£5 but I doubt if he would have parted with

a **hob ” for full information. After events
proved that he accepted the widow's state-
ments and documents without queation,
though he would not have talen the note of
a millionaire for £10 without an endorser.
Within a month after the widow's appear-
ance Mr. Cameron got a new business suit, He
had worn the old one four years., This new
suit, as we all agreed, was tha finest thing
he had ever worn, He also got a new hat,
went to the barber to be shaved, and there
was such a change in his general demeanor
about the office that the head bookkeeger,
who had besn with him eighteen years,
seriously thought of tendering his resigna-
tion. When a grocery man came into the
bank one afternoon at 2 o’clock and solemn-
ly asserted that hehad seen Donald Cameron
out riding with the Widow Stirling, the
routine business was interrupted for fully
twenty minutes. When the banker came
in half an hour before closing time, looking
very happy and humming a tune, we were
knocked so completely out that the book-
keeper made the first mistake of his life in
adding up figures, and my count of the
funds on hand was wrong by nearly £100.
I'rom May to September we were “atand-
ing on our heads,” as the saying is, and every
day brought some new surprise. On the
first Monday of September ‘1 started off for
a week’s vacation, That had always been
the rule. Mzr. Cameron insisted that each
of us take a week eyery year, theugh each
had to lose his salary for that week. I put
fn my week at Aberdeen. On the first day
of my arrival I cunght si ght of the Widow

i Stirling in confidential conversaticn with a

While he | learned that he had bought a ticket clear

after taking a =seat and motioning me to
another, he said :

l

very keen-looking, well-dressed man whom
I took to be an Amerizan. Withoutany
management on my part Ioverheard enough
of their conversation to muke me suspect
some conspiracy againat my employer. His
name was frequently mentioned, and I
caught something about ‘“*plans,” ““money,”
“‘old fool,” and **America.”

The woman left in the afternoon without
having seen me, while the man remained. I
fell in with him later on and seized him up
to his discredit. Ilet him know after a bit
that I was from the town whete the Cameron
Bank was situated, and in & cauntious way
he made many inquiries about the banker.
I learned at the hotel office that the woman
paid him a brief visit about once a fortnight.
Before the week was out I was perfectly
aatisfied in my own mind that there was a
conspiracy afoot to vietimize the banker,
but my hands were tied. I not only had
no proofs, but he was a man who could not
be approached on his private atfairs. I was
full of trouble for the remainder of the week
especially as the stranger made a hurried
peparture on Thursday, and che hotel
deople then announced that they had look-
ed upon him with considerable suspicion
for many weeks. He left Aberdeen os-
tensibly for Dundee, but I accidentally

through to Liverpool and engaged passage
or two on a steamer to New York.

I returned home feeling sure that some-
thing wrong had happened during my ab-
sence. I reached town at 8 o’clock on Sabur-
day evening, and Me, Comeron was at the
depot to meetme and asked meto accompany
him to the bank. He was not the man [
had left the week before. ‘All his sternness
and gruffness had returned, and I could
detect something beyond that. He looked
pale and desperate. I asked if anything
had gone wrong during my absence, but he
only answered EL? a gpesture of impatience.
We walked side by side for half a mile
without another word being spoken. The
bank was always guarded by a watchman
inside. He had already been sent away.
Mr. Cameron locked the doorbehind him as
he entered, removed his coat and hat, and

¢ The doors of this bank have been open-

I'here were some written lsiruciions Lo ne,
by following which every depositor would be
paid in full and beside them a notice to be
pasted on the front door that Monday morn-
morning. 1t read: **This bank closed for
two days, after which all depositors will be
paid in full.”

About the woman? She simply walked
off with the man I had seen at Aberdeen
and the banker’s money, and neither the
police nor the public were ever told of the
cause of failure, though many shrewdly
suspected what had brought it about.

e
Cannibals.

When driven to extremes by famine dur-
ng an exceptionally long and cold Winter,
these wretched Fuegians have recourse for
satisfying their hunger to an expedient 80
horribly revolting as to be well-nigh 1n-
credible. The oldest womran is seized npon,
dragged to a green-wood fire, and held
with her mouth and nostrils overthesmoke,
while some of her relutives compress her
throat until life becomes extinct. The body
is then divided and eaten, no portion being
rejected. The authenticity of this account
can hardly be doubted, for it rests on the
testimony of some of the I'uegians them-
selves. It was first narrated by ‘“Jemmy
Button,"” one of the four Fuegians whom
Admiral Fitzroy brought home to England,
and who was so named because he had been
sold by his people for a few buttons, This
lad learned to spenk English very flnently,
and he gave the above details, which were
corroborated by his three companions. Ib
is, however, but fair to state that Jemmy
Button, as soon as he had become moderate-
ly civilized, expressed his disapproval of
these proceedings, and added that, rather
than again partake of such a feast, he would
eat his own hands.

Mr. Low, the Captain of a small vessel
who is mentioned in Admiral itzroy’s nar-
rative of the cruise of the Beagle, had on
board for eighteen months a Ifuegian boy
called ‘¢ Bol by the sailors, This boy was
originally taken as a hostage, but was af-
terward kept on board as pilot, and event-
ually he was adopted by Mr. Low as his
own son. Bob, during the eighteen months
which he spent on Loard, learned to speak
English fairly well, and one day during the

od for the laat 1imea 1Y

as many as 150 packages, lui ...
owners held receipts. While he read off
the names from our books I made an in-
vestigation to see if the box or parcel was
all right. Nothing whutever was missing
or mislaid,

“Now Andrew, figure up the rents due
up to this date,” said Mr. Cameron as we
returned to the office.

In about fifteen minutes I gave him the
sum in gross,

“Now how much do we owe depositors ?’

“Not over £2,000 sir.” -

“Be exact, Andrew, I must know toa
penny. Give me exact fizures.”

“Well, then, it is £1,800 10s, 7d.”

¢ Ah ! thas is better. VVhat should you
say land, building, and belongings are
worth ?"” :

‘“ About £1,000.”

““ A gnod guess, my Ind. That will be
about the true value under the hammer, for
we have the best location in‘town Now,
there's my lan1 on the hill.™- * . -

“ That's good for £500.”

““ And my half of the woollen mill."”

““ That ought to bring up the balance.”

8o it will, and my watch will make an-
another £30. The hands are all paid up
and I owe nothing for either pew rent or
my board. Here is your salary for mext
week, Andrew.” ;

““ But-—but what are ycu going to do,
sir ' I stammered.

““ Going away, my lad.”

““ But there 18 no need of that. You can

course ot ordinary conversation he gave an
- L] ¥
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of Cornwallis, Nova Scotia.

| $200__W0rth

Of Other iMedicines Failed

! But 4 Do#tles of Hood's Sarseparilla

Cured.
“Tt is with pleasure that I tell of the great

For 6 years I have been badly afflicted with

pay dollar for dollar even if the news gets!

out that we are shaky
And why should the news get out?
known only to you and me. |
confidence of hundreds of good men, and
can raise all the money you want to go
ahead on,”

“ That woman!” he whispered, as he
dropped his chin into his hands and sat
thinking for a long time.

¢ (zive me authority to go to the police,
and I'll almost guarantee her capture anil

It is

and brings a run. ! symmer months.

Erysipelas

breaking out with running sores daring hot

so much better, got two bottles more; took

them during the summer, was able to do my

housework, and

Walk Two Miies

which T had not doae for six years. Think]¥
am cured of erysipelas, and recommend any
person so afflicted to use

Hood’s Sarsaparilia

the return of the money.”

He shook his head ip a sad way and did ' worth of other medicine.

nob speak for five minutes. Then he said : |

““You can gonow ” Il think it over. ! Chureh street, Cornwaliis, N. 8.

Come at the usnal hour on Monday morning, |
1 left him sitting in "hisj chair, but as I
paused for a moment outside I h=ard him
lock the door behind me. I was about a
good deal vn Sunday,but there was no gossip,
No one know what had happened. I did
not see the banker mor hear of his heingi
seen, though he was a man who never miss- !
ed his church. At 8 o’clock on Monday °
morning we had to summon the police to
break open the door of .the bank, Donald.
Cameron lay dead on the floor, having fired
a bullet into his head with his own haad, |

Four bottles has done more for me than $200
I think it the best
blood purifier known.”’ . Mnrs. II. D. WEST,
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Hoobo's PILLE cure liver illa, consatipa
tlon, billousness, jaundice, sick headache. I%c.

IF YOU WOULD SAVE TIME AND MONEY
Y A

NEWWILLIANS SEWING BACHINE

Agents everywhere. :

CONSUMPTION.

Valuable treatise and two bottles of medicine sent Free to
any Sufferer,  Give Express and Fost Office address, T . AL
SLOCUM & C0,, 186 West Adelaide Street, Tuonto, Ook "

There’s a patent medicine which is not a
patent medicine—paradoxical as that may
sound., It’sa discovery ! the golden discov-
ery of medical science ! It’s the medicine
for you—tired, run down, exhausted, nerve-
wasled men and women ; for you sufferers
from diseases of skin or scalp, liver orlungs
—its chance is with every one, its season
always, because it aims to purify the foun-
tain of life—the blood—upon which all such
diseases depend. Themedicine is Dr. Pierce’s
Golden Medical Discovery. The makers of
it have enough confidence in it to sell it on
triel. That is—you can get it from your
druggist, and if it doesn’t do whatit’s claim-
ed to do, you can get your money back,
every cer.t of it,

That's what itz makers call taking the
risk of their word.

Tiny, little, sugar-coated granules, are
what Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets are. The
best Liver Pills ever invented ; active, yet
mild in operation ; cure sick and bilious
headache. One a dose.

8. E, Wilcox, of Des Mcines, Jowa, has
a keen eye. He has carved on the bowl of
a souvenir spoon the whole of the Lord’s
prayer.

Throuch Wagner Vestibule Bulicl Slecp
ing Car Toronto to Yew York
via West Shore Houte,

The West shore through sleeping car
leaves Union Siation, Toronto, at 4.55 p.m.
daily except Sunday, arriving in New York
at 10.10 a.m. Returning this car leaves
New Yorkat 5 p.m., arriving in Toronto at
10.25 a.m. Sunday leaves Torontoat 12,50
P. 1.

On the death of a person in Madrid it is
she general custom to close for nine days
one of the outer doors of that person’s late
regidence.
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Cuares Consumption, Coughs, Croup, Soro
Throats. Sold by all Druggists on & Guarantee,
Fora Lame Side, Back or Chest Shiloh'’s Porous

benefit I derived from Hood's Sarsaparilla. |

I have sumetimes not been .!
::aélﬂiﬂ to unle m:.; Enhs {?r i:::v’m Smn.-nths :_tﬂ :il' tlzmgi 4

eing mduced try Hoo's darsaparilia. i
You "have the one l;gnttla last spring, commenced using it; felt |

Plaster will 5_,_1?: great satisfaction,~as cents,

TR

/S CATARRH
s> REMEDY.
yyouCatarrh? This Remedy will relicve
are your. Price 50cts. This Injector for

weessful treatment, free, Remembel,
23 Remedies are sold on a guarantee

Gonsumption
oftentimes absolutely
red inits earliest stages

the use of that won-
~ful

Food Medicine,
COtt's
“mulsion

aich is now in ligh
pute the world over.

CAWTION.”—Beware of substitntos
wine prﬂémrﬂd by Scott & Bowne, Foai
‘leville. Sold by ell droggista, gL
and $1.00. W, AR

~ORONTO ELECTRICAL WORKS.

Klectrical Supplies, Bell Oulfits, &e. Ile-
paira prompt and reasonable. School and
Experimenters’ Supplies and Books,

35 & 37 Adelaide St W,, Toronto,

DO YCU IMAGIRNE

That people woild have been rezularly using
our Toilet Soaps since 1845 (forty-seven long
years) if they had not been GOOD ? The public
are not foola and do not continue to buy goods
unless they are satisfactory.
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KOFF NO MORE

WATSCONS’ COUCH DROPS

WILL CIVE POSITIVE AND INST-
ANT RELIEF TO THOSE SUFFERING
FROM CoOLDS, HOARSENESS, SORE
THROAT,ETC.,,AND ARE INVALUABLE
TC ORATORS AND VOCALISTS. R. &
T. W. STAMPED ON EACH DROP. TRY THEM

Sd0L dIVIEEV]

CONBOY’S IMPROVED

Have all the latest improvements. REe sure
and get one for your buggy. They are better
than ever for 1803, 1

N e e e B m———

ARRH

[ so, USE Dr.CLARK’S CATARRH CURE. It
never fails, |T CURES CATARRH INTHE HEAD
THROAT Anp MOSE, COLD 8 THE HEAD, HAY
FEVER, lHFLAMEI% PALATE AND TONSIL®, T€-
stores the sonese o Emuil. uu&l ?glrwﬁﬁ n-]‘:il‘m}" the

ULL HEADAGHE experienced by all Wio Ao
Eu,tn.rrh.' One Efaf Je will work wonders. Fricc
5Uc. &b Druggists, Sent by mail on receipt ot
: rice by addressing

CLARK CHERICAL CO. .38 Aot Aie ST, WesT, TOROKTO

ol erma;
Syrup

Here is something from Mr.Frank
%, Hale, proprietor of the De Witt
House, Lewiston, and the Tontine
Hotel, Brunswick, Me. Hotel men
meet the world as it comes and goes,
and are not slow in sizing people
and things up for what they are
worth. He says that he has lost a
father and several brothers and sis-
ters from Pulmonary Consumption,
and is himself frequently troubled
with colds, and he
often coughs enough
to ruake him sick at
Consumptionhis stomach. When-

ever he has taken a
cold of this kind he uses Boschee’s
German Syrup, and it cures hmm
every time. Here is a man who
knows the full danger of lung trou-
bles, and would therefore be most
particular as to the medicine he used.
What is his opinion? Listen! *°1
use nothing but Boschee’s German
Syrup, and have advised, I presume,
more than a hundred different per-
sons to take it. They agree with
me that it is the best cough syrup
in the market.”’ @

OF SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS :
BIRLES AND ALBUMS,

Write to William Briges, Publisher. Toronto

i GURE FITS !

Valuable treatise and bottlé of medicine sent Free to any
Sufferer. Give Express and Post Office address. 1L o
20T, M, C., 186 Wost Adelaide Street, Torunto, Oat

EIWVE
CONDITIONS OF HAPPINESS.

The first is bodily health, To secure this
Drinl the BMOYAL DANDELION COFFEE
which contains a proportion of German Dande-
lion Iioot. with flne coffeec as o basis, 1tcom-
bines the Health-giving properties of this well
known plant with the refreshing and dietie
properties of Coffee. Prepared only by ELLES
& KEIGHLEY, Toronlo.

Horeditary

RE —Your name and artistic design in
F fancy colors, from the finedt Auto-
matic Shading Pen Artist in the world. Send
9 cent stamp for postage. Complete stock of
Penmanship Supplics. Address W. A, THOMP-
SON, Box 528, Toronto, Ont.

—DR.TAFT'5—
ASTHMALENE |

Gives n Night's

SweetSleep and
so that yon necd not
situpallnightgasping
for breath for fear of
suffocation.Onroceiph

of nameand P.O. Addre=s

will mail TRIAL BOTTLE

De. TAFTBROS. MEDICINE

Co., Rocbester, N.Y.

Canadian Ofice, 186 Adelaide Street West,
Toronta.

WE Y BUX

a Boobk or Shoe that does
not fit. Why punish your-
self in attemping to form
vour foot ton bootorshoer

We make oub
Boots and Shoes
from twot eix dif
farent
widt's

i

Ask for the J. 1), King & Co.,Ltd., perfect
ing goods, and be happy.

——

Sheet Music, Music Books, Guitars
Banjos, Violins, Accordcons and all kind,
of Band Instruments, The largest stock
in Canada to choose from.

Get our prices before purchasing clsewhere
nand save money.

SEND I'OIR CATALOGUE.

WHALEY, ROYCE & CO,,
155 YONGE STREET, - TORONTO, ONY

Fountain of Youth

S an S —

an can.

St. Leon Mineral Water has a magical
effect upon theskin in removing wrinkles,
blotches and pimples. It clears up the com-
plexion left heavy and sallow from sickness
or the excessive use of cosmetics.

For zale everywhere.

St. Leon Mineral Water Co., (Limited),

101 King Street West.
Branch, 449 Yonge- Sirect,
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8" CURE GUARANTEED
Why be troubled with pILES Ex.
A4 TERNAL OR INTERNAL, FISSURES, ULCER-
| ATION,TOLING o QLECOING, o it
ﬁE.E HIHTRJ%A& T ;hwe-z. immediate relief?

% Tn the hands of THOUSANDS it has proved
perfectly invaluable. [# Never Fails, even in

cases of long standing. Price $1.00 at Dru t
Bent b mﬂ,ﬁ on recoipt of price b udﬂr&#&
ORORT

CLARK CHEMICAL CO., 186 Acelmpe ST.West, T

IRIPROVED THE LAST 20 YEARS
HOTHING BETTER UNDER THE SUN
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SEND FOR Qummu 3HEET. OK RECEIPT OF stsns,
ACT Bls BELECT WHAT 18 REQUIRED. WILL SeEND You
PRICE. Go0us AnE Bent BY IMAITL., REGISTERED

GORRECT AND CHEAP.
e e B4 Stamp for Mustrated Boolk
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| SunaioaL MAcHIMIST, 134 Kitg STREET W.. “0RGHTO

e
'_} : iy

A man may afford to be ngly, but no wom- -

A

w i Ry ! L
-1 '-.\'I- - —_

ar

o "_._;.-._I_.___;_-:-.' i

L
- ff

o e

i £ T

- =il

e e T T 3

E o

L5

it A

S o M

= i
i




