+ BRITISH KEWS,

By a fire at Kilrush at midnight on Satur-
day a young servant girl named Scanlan, in

the employ of Mrs. Moody, was burned to
death.

Nine of the girls poisoned at a village tea
near Northampton still lie in a prostrate con-
dition. No clue has been obiained to the
mystery. :

Samuel Harrison, a Jewish slipper mak-
ér, of Leeds, who was sentenced to death at
Leeds Assises for the murder of his wife,
has been reprieved on the ground of -insan-
ity.

The death is announced at Strood, near
Rochester, of William Thomas Walter, aged
66, one of the few survivors of the Sir John
Franklin Relief Expedition, The deceased
was carpenter on the steam yacht Fox.

The gardener, steward, and coachman of
Mr. Twiss, of Boadhill, were fishing on
Saturday night in the Shannon, near Kil-
laloe, when the boat upeet, and Gleeson and
Shanahar, steward and gavdener, were
drewned.

An old house at Ballymore, Ireland, being
under repair, the skeleton of a human being
was found under a 'bed-room floor, with a
shilling, a clay pipe, and a quantity of rags.
It is supposed to be the body of a man who
disappeared thirty years ago, .

On Tuesday the signalling station erected
by Lloyd’s Shipping Agency on Tory Island
wis formally opened in presence ofa dis-
tinguished company. Tory is about seven
miles off the mainland of , the Bloody Fore-
land on the north-west coast of Ireland,

On Friday evening at Howth, near Dublin,
Mr. R. Yates, a Dublin artist, whilst sketch-
ing on the sands, was overtaken by the tide
and drowned. He was observed struggling
in the waves, and two gentlemen succeeded
in getting to him, but on landing he was
found to be dead.

The whole of the inhabitants of the

[fnr-.': he could be conveved to

| possessing great accomplishments and at-

. husband’s efforts, still remains undiscover-

pulled out with a hook that was lowered by
the people above.

An exciting scene was witnessed on Mon-
day evening ata menagerie on Ashton-under-
Lyne fair ground. A lion-tamer*named Lor-
enzo-was going through a performance with
a pack of six wolves, wh n one of them
sprang upon him and proceeded to worry him.
The attendants outside the cage beat back
the other five, and Lorenzo had a desperate!
battle with his foe, Although badly bitten
on the hands, he succeeded in beating it off,
and finished the performance.

At Matlock, on Tuesday, Samuel Black-
ham was sent to jail for three months for
creating an unseemly disturbance at a funer-
al. ~ Prisoner’s wife's mother was being in-
terred at Matlock, Bath, when he attacked
and fought with the widower and several of

the mourners, He afterwards assaulted the ! 1€
police, and a disgraceful scene ocurred be- to a farewell tea, and, in return, the milit-
Iy nvioe 12im aln excelien cre,

ary invited ti to llent concert

rison. In 4 L 4
Court the prosecutor offered the Bench £50  Which passed off in the schoolhouse without
a Liten  Mr, James Munce, C. E , speak-

to send the accused to prison for 20 years.

On Sunday evening ‘& man named :
Hopkins *was nrm:stmf by the Uilriliﬂ"thﬂ personal character of the soldiers, He

. s S . | said their reverence as worshippers in their
hﬁlﬁf ﬂfﬁi?iﬁ \:‘I:ifﬂ ':11:;: E;'nngllufi‘:;:: m":i . tfi;:: church, and their conduct throughout ‘haa
ng could be ascertained, it appears that been most, cxnmp!ur:,:,nnd reﬂmt!:d the high-
Hopkins, who is about 36, lived with his | 56 credit on the reginient to which they be-

Y : ; ' enged, and he was quite sure the aundience
wife in Milton EtrFEt’ Roath. “They had would :Zlgi'ljﬂ with ]Ilill'l when he expressed
been drinking, and in the course of an alter- the Teotet th.cir Talt at tarbine St snah g
cation the woman, it is stated, threw a poker il 3 P 5
or some other missile at her husband, where- | *“" 9™
upon the latter seized her by the throat and An inquest was held at Bl}xt““ on Tues-
strangled her. day m} }Ilm'y{if mm1 Coates, \'i‘lil’rf of Ilml ;mm;n

P - 2 3 . ager of the Manchester and Count ANk

We shall soon have another sensational ].’ﬁmmn. Mr. Coates said after h:'mﬁimst on
case, says the London correspondent of the Monday morning he left his wife alone at
Newecastle Jouwraa, which will probably nine o'clock, the servant being away. When
gt tatow the-iupipriialednto W dhnde. he returned to dinner he fﬁ:‘tm’l }li('::E"‘r.EE[l
Lhe suil is down. for, hearing in the lIrish hanging from the bedpost quite dead. ‘She
Courts for, the/coming term, and, is brought had sutfered much from depression of spirits
by a foreign nobleman whote wife highly| " I o !

: . 13 vand on one oceasi - : imlesslv i
connected with several Dublin families, and | * ne occasion wandered aimlessly all
day on Fairfield Common. He found the

following letter on the dressing table :—** My
Darling,—It is no fault of yours, but be-
y canse 1 cannot live like this. God bless vou,

Beehpark, near Ennis. The police went to
a house to arrest a man named Nelson, and
found the whole family armed to resist
them. The police were obliged to retire
and bring reinforcements. Further violent
resistance was then offered, Nelson's sister
using a pitchfork till she was disarmed and
then seizing o hatchet. After a long strug-
gle the pcﬁinﬂ succeeded in getting Nelson
out of the house, but he still struggled vio-
lently. Eventually they got him oa a car,
where they tied him down with ropes, and
thus brought him to the police barracks in
Ennis. It is believed that he is insane,
He has refnsed to eat any food.

The Gordon Highlanders, during their
vizit to Holywool. for ball practice, have
made themselves very popular with the in-
habitants, who have just entertained them

tractions, was, it 1s sald, maliciously abduct-
ed some little time back, and despite all her

village of Bridesbridge, mnear Castlelyons, | ed, ;”“I ]11'3111 you ﬂ"? 'Il"f Z'rl‘ﬂ“l‘ *“lfm]iﬂ“{}-i“-‘h You
have heeli evicted: - The evictions were car- ) : wwve been one of the best of husbands, and
ried out by sheriff-officers and bailiffs from ! All hope is now almost given up concern- | {pue to all the work you have taken in hand,

Cork, protected by the police. ' The inhabit-
ants were afterwards readmitted to their
homes as caretakers,

Charles Pratt, who was discharged for
making love to his employr r's daughter, Miss
Hattie Town, went to their home and shot
the father dead.
lady, whom he fatally wounded,
captured and taken to jail with difficulty,
as an angry crowd attempted to lynch him.

At the Polic- Court, Dublin, on Wednes-
day, Ellen Farrell, agéd 37, was committed
for trial for killing her illegitimate child,
aged ten months, The aceused, it is alleged,
beat the infant, and then taking it by the
legs, swung it around, striking its head

against the ground, inflicting injuries from |

which it died,

He also shot at the young |
Pratt was |
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left Newcastle, N. 8. W., on March 26, for|© €0tk on Monday atternoon oft Deal. A
| party of visitors had been for a sail towards

Valparaiso with a cargo of coal, and since bl i v 4 . g
that time nothing has been heard of her, The | 1€ (10odwins in the four-oared service gal-
: iley Seaman’s Glory, and when withina
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Chiimandss Tosaa Towis "B . Nott, Mr, and Mrs. Arney, their daunghter,
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| my darling.” A wverdict was returned of

Mr., Somerville of Dunbeacon has brought, z A
into Schull Harbour an immense haul of "'E!‘.f“"'d tor nearly forty years as Inspecting
11,000 mackerel, which were caucht onlOficer of Coastgnard in Ireland,
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P from the gervice in 1560,

Thursday in Dunmaszns Bav. The fish are

soon after being landed. The rest were
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]Hm' 1 ,‘}1 tI',:’ iy ol ."_‘“ "EE';{..““" in 1813 te drowned. The Seaman’s Glory was the
served in H.ALS. Thetis. Subsequently he | 416 hest service galley on Deal Beach. Miss
25 | Arney, who was appavently buoyed up by
gy ' W{FE 4 ‘ s
Prsiti :ILL”]%L:‘:,lwr clothes, struck out bravely, and was
uring ine st npicked up some distanee from the others,

very small, as the antumn mackerel fishing | thirty years of his life he enjoyed well- through she was also becoming exhausted
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does not commence for another weck, "Lhe
mackerel have been bouglhit by a Doston nan,
and will be taken to America,

The steamer Troutbeck, which left Blyth !
for Gibraltar a few daysago, put into Ply- |
mouth on Monday, and reported the loss
under mysterious civenmstances of Mr, Nes-
bett Cox, the engineer. Mr. Cox had been
engaged in conversation with the mate off
the Start, and shortly after he had disap-
peared.

A touching scene was witnessed at Queens- |
town on Tuesday, when an old man, 90
years of age, landed from the Cunard steam-
er Catalonia, from Boston, The old man at |
once attracted a large crowd by dancing anj
Irish jig, the air of which he gaily whistled,
He then explained that ke did so through
delight at reaching his native land again,
having left it when 13 years old.

At Tralee, on Monday, after a private in-
quiry, lasting over several weeks, Bartholo-
mew  Sullivan and Patrick Hackett were
committed for trial at the assizes ona charge
of n-ving murdered Patrick Flahive at Heir- |
hill, near Dallyheigne, in August, 1886.
Flahive was returning from eutting corn on
an evicted farin wiien he was waylaid and
shot, .

A man named Daly is in eustody at Water-
ford, Ireland, for the alleged murder of his
mother-in-law, named Margaret Lonergan,
From the evidence given at the inquest it
appeared that the accused suddenly attack-
ed the deceased in her own cabin, kicking
her to death in the most brutal manner. The !
skull was shockingly smased in, death result-
ing from severe injury to the brain,

During a thunderstorm on Sunday, a lad;
named George Walton, aged seven years,
son of o farmer #Mving in Greenside Lane,
was killed by lightning., The bey had been
gent on an errand, and was returnine when |
the electrie current struck the brass buttons |
nn his jucket, burning his left side fearfully.
His body was found soon afterwards by some
boys, who took it toa farm close by,

The British Board of Trade report issued

P Clommittee of the House of Commons have

descrved retirement in his native county. | hen rescued

Referving to the reported finding of the
leaf of a pocket-hool en the North Lanea-
shire coast, indizating that a boating party
irom London had been lost, s Dubilin cop-
respondent telegranhs :(—The partiez men-
tioned are well-known Dublin young men,
and one of them, a young doetor, rn being
questioned about the messace from the sa ki .

'jl i ; AL I;' g5 t',““,tf “ Imillion a vear—are to be ebtained for Lon-
admitted that four weeks aco for o ioke he ! g L e AR

PR T e S e TR R = So0 0 0~ i don, the Speclafor-observes that they must
putit into a whisky bottle and threw it into | ] i et
W S lipmid = 'y 1 be sought from many ecomparatively small
the sea when they were boating in Dublin : S5 ; ; -
v, Bome of therd wevs 3n wevil ot the | S0HEC0S. Of these there are several which
u'k - - -kl i B = -
tiran I g “lare worth considering, IF the County

2213 Council were allowed to impose a tax of a
Rooms penny in the shilling on every seat let in
any London theatre, musie hall, circus or

~

TAXES IN LONDON.

A I'reposal to Baise Them from Entively
NCW NOTrees,

If new taxes-—worth, say, a quarter of a

The Iitehen and Refreshment

l"l‘-“-'~""~:'m"“1 the following report :—* During , other place of amusement, they would reap
the prezent session up to the week ending

n golden harvest, We pres

Augast 8, 8401 Juncheons and 12,323 din- | :t'c-.v%{-z' than 25,000 menL :}ntuilr 1:1.2::3;{:1&11?11;3%
ners have been served in the Members’ pluces of amusement in London every even-
Pining Room 3 1142 l““{;}mﬁf‘”_ E““l‘ 125 jug, aund that the price of the seats or the
i“““f‘-_l;ﬂ_ in the  Sirangers Dining Room ; entraunce money averages s, If that is =0,
':k;}ul 325 Iu:;mlu:nu.*a‘nml IﬂfjHr dinners in the  then a yearly tevenue of £30,000 might be
ierrace Dining Room.” = The Iast-mamed | ghiained with very littte expense. Next,
apartment, it may be 1“_1'-1‘3‘]: vas opened at ',y impost on placard advertisements might
the t.‘:.l:mm:m'-r:-w.u_ut of the session to merense I casily Lbe made luerative. The owners of
the accommodation for members and their | hoardings and all other spaces, either in
friends. railway stutions or in public exhibitions, or

An agrienltural labourer’s wife; named’ in onmmibuses and tramways on which adver-
Wing, and family, at Stanton St. John, { ments ave displayed, might be required to
about fourmiles from Oxford, have been atfix a special adhesive stamp, value one
sutfering from the efiects of eating fungi i1 ' peuny, to every pliacard on their walls.
mistake for mushrooms, and in  the case -
of one child, aged two years and a half, fatal : : : :
results have E‘::‘:Eu-'.*.ﬂ‘ The mother gathered Horrible SEEIIE_E in Moroceo.
the supposed mushwooms herself, and fried | Terrible doings have hicen recently oceur
them with bacon for ten.  She and her six | ing in Morocco. Some twelve tribes formed
children partook of them. On Sunday | and alliance against “the Sultan, and in a
morning: the woman was prematurely con- Jl conflict withan Impm:i_e_:.l army defeated it
tined, and iz not expacted to recover. It is  an captured the fortified position of Ait
believed the other children will recover, | Inse. The victors thencommenced to butcher

Mr. Wynne E, Baxter held an inquiry at ' El,“iis"f'i“_m.m“f}y the ifm“““s of the place,
the Poplar Town Hall concerning the death The Governor's son, who had been wounde
of a two-year-old daughter of a carman, i ™ the h'r-ﬂ'f' was put todeath with fiendish
Elizabeth ':\'iuimls, the mother, deposed ' cruelty. 1 ieces of hiz flesh were cut ofi n_ml
that on Tuesdav last week the deceased Yotsted, he being then forced by his brutish
went out toplaywithan elder sister, Short- | tormentors to eat these ghastly morsels.
ly afterwards she came home and said that Not until the poor wretch was nearly dead

the deceased wasnot well. She afterwards | 4id they terminate his horrible sufferings by

&=

on Monday shows that last vear 1076 persons

. - s . by P - f & I-I' »H 1'|. .y v l'.ll."'i 3 r
were killed and 4836 injured on railways jp SIFUes on the temple with ‘]‘, cricket ball by |
Of these, 183 killed , Doy whe was playing cricket in the T]ﬂ.ya

the United Kingdom.
and 1828 injured were passengers, and the

N v - | i i ¥ I u' B S ] v |
remainder servants of the railway companies lr' Witness put the deceased to bed, and she |
|

or of contractors. Only 88 passengers were
killed and 1016 injured in consequence of |
accidents to or collisions between trains,

On Moadaya frightful fatalitveccenrred at

. - T Ry
the South Shieldz Theatre Roval., It ap-! ) ILRELON Ttz .
y [ ' Philips Park Cemetery on Saturday, ond | railway between Dordeaux and Paris has

.i 1ht't1\1i1i;ht==tl‘]il]g 'ﬂ-!-l tllﬂ L‘ﬁ.l-'*l"tﬁ 'l‘l"l]:ii‘-.-.li i1ﬂl‘_'e i li“'.'l.!l] llLl!l'il’L"iI "lf lltﬁ“.-qt I'ﬂlli"r lL'ﬁ]].Et'lle.’]IL'L‘H l'.ﬂ

pears that Mr. Newman, bhead carpenter,
was busily employed arranging scenery at

the ln{} of the building when he suddenly | been made to insure its being attended with ' human life.

missed his footing. and fell to the stage be-
low, a distance of 40 feet. When picked
led condition and life extinet. The deceas-
ed was 36 years of age, and leaves a widow

| nature.

b vine'f : : | the workhouse, a few days before his death, | hour.
up he was found to be in a seriously mang- | i iho vy iecdifh aistil LiFnkd ek et Ha viak: of bt
i he Wns 11 i most l""”i‘h!'-' condition, and it . Hous _'rj“:'I.LL', mt,at the risk 'l.‘.lf.l'l_i-'!_‘.; scalded
| Was at once seen that his days were number- | to. death by steam, opened certain: valves

told witness that the deceased had bLeen | decapitating him. The rebels afterwards suc-
| cesstully attacked another fortification, and
| the last intelligence is to the effect that they
are besieging Sefro. The Sultan of Morocco
has gone out to mtercept their progress, and
give them battle,

ground of the Byron Street DBoard School.

died on the following Thursday. The jury

returned a verdiet of accidental death, An Fosine-Drivars: Hand)
o - i ﬂ"l E.‘ & T .
I'ie funeral of the late Sergeant Brown, ( B D

one of the Balaclava heroes, who died i'ﬁ! Through the gallantry of an engine-driver
Waorkhouse, tosk place at'named Sudra an accident on the State

At five o'clock in the morning
military honours was of an entirely private | the express train ran off the line at Clavaud,

When Brown was admitted to while travelling at the rate of 45 miles an
Sidea not only applied the coniin-

oy fitmi]}:. i“i' though it is stated that had the poor , which made the brake work with greater

On Saturday, Messrs, Harland & Wolff,
Belfast, launched the steamer Georgina, for
Fred Leyland & Co., Liverpool. The uew

steamer, which is intended tor the Levland i

Line between Liverpool and Boston, is claim-
ed by her builders to be the largest cargo
vessel afloat, having a carrying capacity for
7000 tons dead me it. - Her dimensions are:
—Length, 4411t ;

3411t.

An old man named Vokes, aged 81 years, | to shoot.

fellow been I‘lrll‘-'i.l.i.!_"il with spme temporary | rapidity. He was dreadfully hurt about
~assistance Lefore arriving at that condition | the hands and face, but saved the live s of
his  life might have been prolonged some 107 passengers, who ran the risk of being
Vears, hurled over the steep embankment, down

An inquest was hcld at a village near | which the engide and téender actually fell.
Market Harborough on the bodv of William | In addition to Sudra, the stoker and four
Johnson, a ;_“:Lﬂﬂ-lfﬁ:pur. who died after ;-.,'p:m_-'.c-ngrr:a were injured, but not fatally.
fight with a voung farmer named Crisp, who ! A relief triin was sent from Pons to carry
is in custody on a charge of wilful muarder. | the wounded and the passengers to Saintes,

readth, 45t ; and r'l{-‘:th, : Jolnson played a practical joke on Crisp by { where the forer were cared for, and the

setting down a stuffed rabbit-skin for him | latter entered other carriages azd proceeded
Words ensued, and the prisoner to their destication=. - Some of the coaches

a native of Milton, near Nittingbourne, com- ’ states that the deceased struck him first. Fin the wrecked train were telescoped, and

mitted suicide on Monday in a censational

He returned the blow, and the keeper fell. | the line was so much damaged thata day or

manner.  While out. walking he entered a Crisp left him, not thinking he was hurt, | two must elapse before it is put into, proper

cottage garden, opened the Lid of the well, '
and jumped down into the water. His cries
brought assistance, and after some difficulty
he was brought up dead. The man who.
went down after lum almbst had oue eye

but he was afterwards found dead. After | working order, the traffie being cnrried on
hearing the medical evidence, the jury found in the meantime by a branch. " One of the
that death resulted from natural causes— 'rails is supposed to have become loosened
excitement acting on the deceased's heart as from the sleepers, and to have thus occasion-
a result of the quarrel, * ed the mishap,

A desperate encounter is reported from

ing on the oceasion, paid a high' tribute to'

J

THE DEVIL'S ARMY,

An Awrlal Experience in the Wilds of Cene
tral America with Tarantulas,

T have just returned from an expedition
into the interior of Yucatan and Campeche,
during which I met with an adventure so
awiul and unusnal that I think my friends
in San Francisco will be much interested in
an account of it,

In the latter part of May last I came to
Central America from San Francisco at the
request of the Munich Society for Prehistoric
Research, of which I am a member, to investi-
gate the ancient ruins which cover this coun-
try, with a view of obtaining, if sible,
some clue to the period to which they be-
long. I got the clue I sought for from some
hieroglyphics amongthe Conquestador ruins,
which, according to my theory, are about
8,000 years old, but, of course, absolute proof
is not available. I had asa guidea most
intelligent half breed, Manuel Besero, and
he informed me that, according to the tradi-
tions of his Indian progenitors, there were
gome ruins of still greater antiquity some
110 miles to the northward, mear the Rio
Seca. Indeed, he said that,this dry basin
was once the bed of a river that had been
turned from its course by the inhabitants of
these same ruins. Thinking that I might
possibly find some corroboration for my
theory among these earlier relics of the lost
race, I started to findthem,accompanied Ly
my faithful guide. It was very hard travel-
ling through the jungles, and we made hard-
ly fifteen miles a day. The difficulties were
multiplied by the enormous number of snakes
and poisonous insects that infest this section.
We lost one of our pack mules through a
bite or a sting of some sort on the third day.

Un the afternoon of the fourth day we
camped in a little opening, clear except for
grass, This we soon burned off.

Wehad just finished supper, and I was sit-
ting at the base of a tree smoking my pipe,
when an enormous tarantula eame out of the
grass. into the cleared circlee He was
positively the largest specimen I had ever
seen, and as the slanting ravs of the sun
eaught Lim I noticed a curious dull, in-
definite, reddish line down his back., 1
regretted that I had not the means to
preserve it, but Manuel settled my regrets
by crushing it with a billet of wood. It
had hardly ceased moving when another and
equally large one appeared at the end of
the burned patch, 1 u‘iml not fear them much
as I wore heavy leather leggings reaching
to my hips.

“We have made a bad eamp, Manuel,” I
said ; “there seem to be many tarantulas, ™

“One place is abont as bad as another,”
he answreed in Spanish ; they usually go by
twos, "

He appéared more troubled, however,
than his careless angwer seemed to indicate,
and while I killed the second unwelcome
visitor he began to pokearound in the grass
with along branch., = He uncovered more of
the great spiders and killed them: when he
turned around there were fully half a dozen
of them in elear space. They fastened. on
to the dead ones and seemed to suck their
bload,

“We must get out of this,” screatned the
Indian.

At this moment our remaining mule hegan
to strugele and kick. He soon broke his
picket rope-and disappeared. Then I be-
came aware of a steady rustling in the grass.
More tarantulas came out,

“I have heard of it from the Indians,”
cried my guide. It is a devil's army.
They say that the people who lived in the
dead eities were killed by them, and that
no one can live there now, They come by
thousands, likered ants, and leave nothing
alive where they pass, I thought it wasa
squaw  story. We must fight them with
fire.

Ile seized a flaming brand from the camp
fire and yelled to me to do likewise. He
tried to fire the grass on all sides of us, but
where the trees grew it was too rank and
wet, and the fires we started would
not go, Meanwhile the spiteful spiders
became more and more numerous. 1 ernsh.
ed one at least of themevery step I took,
Many of them bit at my leggings, and hung
there by  their fangs. We turned our fire-
brands to erushing the tarantulas, but they
seemed to come thicker than we could drive
them off. . .

O am bitten,” I heard the Indian seream.
I passed him my flask. I ecould do nothing
more for him, and dropping my stick 1
started to run. - Every step in the grass
geemed to bring me into worse quarters, I
tried every direction, but they seemed
everywhere. I noticed that  they were in
the bushes and on thegrass, so high that my
leguings would net protect me, and present-
v 1 found myself back at the camp. There
at least  they could not reach me withont
climbing up. The ground was perfectly
black with them. Toor Manuel was down
on his knees and the gre at insects were all
over him, He seemmed crazy, and I have
no doubt his mind was nearly gone with
terror and the pein of the hites,

I could barely keep the tarantulas from
getting above my leggings. Suddenly it
ocenrred to me that 1 might find safety ine
one of the trece, I knew that I would soon
be exhausted if I remained among the black
beasts, and that wonld end it. In a moe-
ment I had my arms about a small tree: I
crushed the ingects that clung to any legs
against the bark as I dragged and serumb-
led up. A dozen feet from the ground
there was a branch from which we
had liung sonie small game I had shot, 1
puiled myself up on to this branch, and got
the first moment’s rest 1 had had sinee the
tarantuels first appeared. 1 had hadnotime
to think before this, but now I began to
realize what had happencd. * It seemed more
like « nightmare than anvthing real. 1
looked down aud almost fell off my branch
at the horrid sight below me. My Indian
was now fairly on the ground. ' 1 could not
ge¢ him for the poisgnous things that cover-
ed  him, but theirregular black mass wrigr-
eied and squirmed like a wounded snake,
and I knew he was not yet out of his agony.
On every side were more tarantulas hungri-
ly scarching for more victims Their
crushed fellows were almost torn to picces,
go feerce were they in their hunger. They
were all enormous; some of them were as
big as turtlés, ‘and when the sun struck
them I could sec the redline that distin-
guished them from the rengregarious mpec-
1es that are familiar in other places, :l:li):-uy
crawled over one nnother in their desire to
find something intowhichto sink their fangs
Poor Manuel’s writhing body was: the ob-
jective point of mast of them. They fought
ficrcely for a spot of flesh where they could
strike, and every movement of the gtill liv-
ing man seemed to make them yet more
fierce,

It did not take me as long to notice all

lthia as it does to describe it, and

SOOI
saw that I was not yet safe from the horrible
fate that had overtaken my guide.

The insects began to crawl up the tree,
though not in any considerable numbers at
first. I brushed them down with a small
branch, and those that were hurt at all were
immediately set upon by their fellows.

My recital of these things may geem tame,
but I have no peu to tle*..:cr‘iﬁu the awfal} hor-
rorof it all. There were about two hours
of daylight left me. Iknew this, and I
wm\duﬁ:-.rwhnt I could do in the dark. Then
I remembered reading that snakes or cenu.
pedes would not cross a hair rope, and I
thought that perhapsthe same rule might
H'Prlﬂ:" to tarantulas.

"he game was swinging from the branch

by a horsehair riata, and it took me u very
few minntes to cur the rabbits loose and
wind the rope about the trunk just below
me, Pretty soon more of the big spiders
came up. Manuel was quiet now at last and
they wanted another victim,

My hair rope did some good. They counld
not swarm over it in such numbers that I
could not sweep them back with my branch.
How long I stayed there fighting the infects
back I do not know,

Prat the light was fading when I noticed a
commotion among the tarantulas, At the
same time Iobserved a number of blue-black
wasps darting about. 1 recognized them as
belonging to the Hymenoptera family and
realized that they were the tarantula hawks
of which I had read. In ten minutes the
four or five *wasps had become hundreds,
and five wminutes later there was not a
tarantula to be seen, except the numerous
dead ones at the foot of the tree.

Manuel's body, swollen and discolored by
the venom of the spiders, stared up at me.
I waited an hour and then came down.

It took me eight days to reach Nevada,
and on the way I did not see a single
tarantuia.

STRANGE STORY OF A CRIME.

Was The Wrong San Havged 2

On Tuesday week Mr. Churton, County
Coroner, Chester, received a letter from o
correspondent at New Orleans, stating that
amanhad confessed to the rectorof St Paul’s
there that he nardered Jolm Bebbington,
gamekeeper to Mr. Edwin Corbett, of Til-
stone Lodge, Tarporley, for which John
Blagg was exeeuted at Chesterin 1857, Mr.
Churton remembered the trial and the execn-
tion of Blagg.,  The evidence was purely
circumstantial, the chief point being foot-
print corresponding to Blagg's boots, The
man whe has made o confession states that
he borrowed Blazg's bootson the night of
the murder. A press representative on
Saturday visited Alpraham, the locality in
which the mysteriousmurder of the game-
keeper Bebbington took place thirty-three
years ago,  Mrs, Blagg, the widow of John
Blagg, the man who was executed, still
livesin the village, in n cottagealmost with-
ing stone’s throw of the scenc of the tragedy.
Shie 1s advanced in  years, andis in poor
circnumstances, but is able toearn a few
shillings as n teacher or cavetaker of her
neighbors’ little children.  Inreply to ques-
tion she said:—*"0On the night before the
murder there eame & rap at our door when
Johm and I were together. 1opened the door,
and there was Jolin Jones, 1 never did like
that man., 1 asked what he wanted, and he
ealled my husband outside, 1 wondered
what was on, and when John camein again

asked him, and he eaid ‘Oh, nothing.’
Well he got his boots from where they were
usmally kept, and gave them to Jones,
Jones came inside, and took off his clogs,
and left them in our house. He very scldom
wore clogs, but he had clogs on when he
came to our house that night. T ecan't say
whether it was o plot between them, and I
did not suspect at  the time that anything
wrong would be done,” The reporter sug-
gested that the real point in the case was
us to whether her husband was at home
throughout that night. Mrs. Blagg . replied
thatlie was, butin answer toanotherquestion
said he got up, she thaught, about four
o’clock in the merning. She supposed he
went cut, but when she got up, between
gix an seven o'clock, he was sitting in  the
kitchen, having lighted a fire and prepared
brealfast. There was nothing nnusual in
his manner or appearance. Fhe boots had
then been returned.  She could not say how
or when he had received them back, She
heard of the murder a couple of hiours after-
wards, - Before the police came for lLier hus-
band she saw them pass with Jones, who
looked pale and agitated.  But they did not
keep hiim, she added. They only wanted
her husband, as they “had it in” for him,
Asked why her husband was at all saspect-
ed, the old lady suid that various stories
were going about the village, one of which
was that her husband had been heard to
swear he would - ghoot the keeper. It was
not true, she was perfectly sure, He was
such an inoffensive man. that he would not
do an injury to anyone. Mrs, Blagg was
able to tell from wmemory all the details
of the arrest of her hushamd, whe offered no
resistance, and simply said he was innocent,
though his own boots and gun were used.
It seemed to pain the old lady to recall the
farewell scene on the day before the execu-
tion, when she, with their little  daughter,
since dead, had a last interview with the
condemned muan at Chester Castle, Hig
words to her at parting were, “I am as in-
nocent as that child. I have not had justice,
They Lave gone against me just as they liked
amd they might as well have hanged me on
the nearest oak. But never mind. I ine
tend to go
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for T shall never tell.” She asked him i

‘here was anything she might do for him

and he replied, ‘*No, you have a hit of
money. It will be of no use to me now,
It will be of use to _you, Don't part with it
for my sake.” ‘‘He never said how it wus
done,” remarked Mre. Blagg,” “hut at one
interview he did say to methat if he disclos-
ed all that hie knew he would be transported
for life, and he wounld prefer instant death.’
The old lady pathetically concluded-=*And
now, after 33 long wvears, when it was let
alone as a thing to be forgotten and buried
in time, it hos risen up. again in this new
form. 1 would rather it were let alone.”
Mrs. Blagg turned away in tears. The
landlord of a village inn informed the same
reparter that up to two year ago Jones, who
wWas o whee]wright, Waks ll'l'll]l-ln}'['d in the
Potteries, and on one ogcasion since he had
visited Alprabam, and called at that house
for some refreshment.  There is certainly o
difference of opinion in the locality where
the tragedy took place, and where part-
iez were so well known, as to the alleged
innecence of Blarg. Old inhabitants agree
that he waz a notorious poacher, and in dis-
position was very sullen and reserved.
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