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YOUNG FOLKS.

A Chnld's Fanciesic Antumn.

The Maple is a daioty mazid
The pet of all the woad

Who ughts the dusky fores: zlad
With scarlst cloak and hood

The E'm a lovely lady is,
In skimmering robes of gold,

That catch the sunlight when she moves,
And glisten, fold on fold.

The Sumach is a Gi:py Q 1een,
Who flaunts in crimson dress,
And wild slong the roadeide runs,

R :d blossoms in her breast,

Ard towering high above the wood,
All in bis purple cloak,
A Monarch in his nplan?ur{:nk
The proud and princely O.k.
. -E[Yunth'u Companion

The Harm It Does,

] mean stropg drink, children, And only
a ama)l part of the harm. I could not tell
you all it I talked & whole weck. It is the

harm it does to tae #plendid bedy which God
has given to us. Youknow whatbour bodies
are—nics, white skio, sound, firm flesh on
good, strong bones, with listle purple rivers
of arteries and veins running through it,
bright eyes, steady [eet, and strong hands—
why, ought not folks to be ashamed to do
anything to spoil such a parfect piecs of the
Cieator’'s work?

“ Yes | yea, indeed !” you all say,

Now you look at a_person who drinks—do
vou find apy of thees things?! Red pose,
red eyes, dark wrinkled skin, shaky hands,
feet that won't walk straight, mind that
can’t remember—nothing atall that you can
see a8 God made it. Why, boys and girls,
acd women, too, are afraid <f a dranken
man, bacause they know he isn’t himself at
all, but given up toa bad spiris; and there's
no telling what he will do.

You know that no man would take a doze
of areenic or strychnine unless he wanted to
kill himsulf—ev.ry child has learned that
they are deadly poisons. Yet the man or
boy who dricks liquor, takes them both, and
other things jnst as deadly. The awful
peison will kill him just as eurely, and more
painfally, more slowly, than if he had taken
the doee of pure poison.

You all know what it means to be para.
lyz:d—mo" to hava any motion or power in
the part affceted, That i3 just how aleohol
affects the body, a short time after it is
taken icto the stomach. All the little
tissues nnd nerves yield to it, and it goes to
the braio, turniog into something resembling
the white of a hard boiled egg. Do youn
shink such leathery stuff could do much
thinking ? Do yoa wonder that the drunk-
ard, with his etiffencd nerves and white-of
egg brain, tumbles over and lies like a log in
the gutter 7—[Anon,

A Conoeit.

“The Home for Aged Lxdies” stood op-
posite a houee filled with gay boys and girls,
cone'ne, brothers and sisters, and bright
with plerures, luxurions furniture and
ccstly **bric w brac.,” Roses climbed over
the walls withcut, und happy children’s facea
filled it within. All day long it resounded
with busy voices, music and langhter,

The ‘““Home"” was a small institution with
about thirty inmates. Its walls were epack-
leas and bare ; the carpetleas flrors were
scoured to a epotless whiteness ; they never
gchoed to a child's step ; the slow feet of
the sad, withered inmates fell upon them
nciseless as ghosts,

They were a silent, melancholy folk,
knowing that they were near the grave and
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that they had not a frlend to hold them by | ¥

the hand in the last hour, For they all had
long ago parted with their families and with
all who knew them. Charity, not affection,
gave them food and shelter.

Their livea were monotonous as clock-
work. They rose, set their rooms in order,
ate breakfast, koltted until noon, then

athered feebly around the table again,

nit'.d until sunset, drank their cups of
wesk tea siiently, and so crept to bed.
There was a strange hush as of decay and
desth in the old corridors.

“Lost us glve them somcthing ountside of
their knitting and thoughts ot the grave,’
eaid one of tho ynuns girls one day.

“A ¢oncert ]’ oried another,

Toe idea was recolved wlth applause,
Piacards annonrcing the concert were sent
over to the Home, and the girla began prac
tieiny nn piavo and gaitar.

Toe poor old women cluatered aroucd the
handbills and went, trembling with excite.
ment, to their rooms,

¢ A ooncert ]’ * What shall T wear?”
¢ [ played the piano orce.” ¢ And Ieang.”

How their feeble hearts beat and the eiug
gieh blood began to throb in their veins !

A weck paseced, The day came; the
piauo and guitars were carried to the Home,
the seats placed. The inmates assembled
an houur before the time, each with eome bit
of ancient ficery to honor the cceasioo.

It was a simple concert after all, I'vo or
three familiar melodies, some hymns, ** Auld
l.ing Syne,” * The List Rose of Summer,”
and other old ditties.

The old women sat very silent, now and
then suddenly laughing aloud or wiping &
tear away fartively, Some of the music wae
familiar and dear to them. It brought
back their homes and their dear again, Bat
it did more., They were alive again them-
selves ; they were once more a part of their
generation. Somebody had taken thought
for them to give them pleasure,

The concer: was over, snd soon forgotten
by the performere. Bas the audience never
forgot it. It was the one era of their life in
the Home. They dated all events as * be-
fore” or ‘‘after ths copcert.”” Ttey hum-

med the airs for years In their cracked old | the same,

voices,

It was a trifling thing to do, yer it had
brought a grea: warmth and happiness into
these faded lives, Is there no little thing,
which will brinz happinesa to some neglected
creature, waiting for us to do?
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A Mean Man.

Wife—*‘I believe that more women than
men go to heavan.”

Husband—*'Youdo?! What makes you
think so ¥

W.—*Women live better lives than men."

H.—**I grantit, Mary, but there is one
thicg that leads me o think there are very
few woman on the other side.”

H.—*"What is thar?" ;

H.—*'It is spoken of as the silent shore.

Under Hizs Bed.

Lieutenant Colonel Van Someren of the
British Army sends an account of a
night adventure in India. It was ad
the very height of the hot season, and
after psssing the eveniog at a military sta-
ticn, be bad ridden through the woods to
his bungalow, where he arrived shortly be-
fore midnight, His man led away the pony,
and another eervant lighted a candle in the
bedroom, opened all the windows and doors,
and left Colonel Vain Someren to himself.

I blew ont the candle, and threw mysalf
into an easy chair in the veranda to catch
what faint sirs might be stirring. A little
dachshund pup was lying under the cot in
the bedroom, the co: being a mere frame-
work of wood with a broad web of cotton
tape plaited across it.

The puppy whined frcquently, bat I paid
no particular attention to it, and after
lounging two or three timea up and dowa
the verandas, I threw myself on the eot, and
dropped into an uneasy slumber, disturbed
now and again by the pup's whimperings

I had not been asleep long, when I became
congcions of eomething uncanny under my
bed, It was apparencly a large and poewer-
ful creature, for I distinctly felt my head
moved, and then my ehonlders and back
were gently, but eteadily, lifted as the thing,
whatever it might be, elipped slowly and
cautiously along undsr the tape on waich I
waa lying, Presensly I became awars of an
numistakable odot ; some beast of pray was
under my bed !

A slight movement of mine causad it to
etop stiil but 1 listinetly feltits back preised
against miae, Fur a moment I lay moation-
less, horribly frightened, anl with the know-
ledge that my gun wais in tha next room.
However, it was useices to liethere., 1t was
better to face the brute at once ; 30 1 aprang
up, seizad aslipper, fl tug it under the bed,
and sheuted loudly.

Therawas a plunge, a larch of the cof,
and a great gray, hairy mass dathed ont from
uader the bedatead with a growl, and bolted
through the open door, across the back
veranda, and down a ravine behind the
bungalow. Itwas alarge hyena, and I con-
gratulated myseclf that the bruts bad not
enapped at myleg as he went off,

The puppy I found half dead with fright,
lying in the cornrr of the room belween the
wall and the leg of the cob,

S far, things had not turned oub badly,
but | felt sure the hyera would come back
sgain after so dainty a morsel as & well-fed
liccle dog. Sol got my gun, and, going
cutside fired a c:uple of cartridges down
the ravine,

I heard two or three animals move off in a
hurry, and the shots naturally brought out
my scrvants, I fold them 1o keep about for
a little while ; the sound of voices would,
perhaps, discourage the hyena, and cause
him to elink away for good. Shutting the
doors and windows was out of the quaation ;
the heat was too greab.

I loaded ry gun and sat down in the ver-
anda and, and after a while began dcz'ng.
The puppy whimpared, I got up cautiously
and slipped into the bedroom,where I backed
into the corner whence 1 could cor.imand 2ach
of the three doors,

Five micutes pagsed inl uilmcg ;Itilan !:lha

uppy again began crying, an card a
EEEE fﬂﬂ%fﬂ" nngthe bamboo matting ia the
veranda. Another micute or so passed, snd
I eaw a head cantiously advanced inside the
doorway, and again withdrawn. DBab it was
not s hyena; it was the heal of a panther.

The meon was now half-way down the
westera sky, and ber light, pouring in
through the veranda, projzeted the shadow
of anything outside into the room,

Ail was silent, when suddenly, almost as
if a light cloud had swept across the moon
and thrown a shadow for an instunt, the

anther waa in the room, under the cot, and
Eud seized the pup. The poor little thing
elled loudly ; the panther turned, saw mae,
and, with the dog in her mounth, stood for a
moment in the doorway about six feeb from
me,

I eaw my opportunity, and fired, givieg
her a wire cartridgs in her neck. She
Jurched forward into the veranda with an
aogry growl, and got upon her feet, but was |
evidently dezad, for she stood still in the
moonlight, broadside to me, and I gave her
the gecond barrel, alzo in the neck.

“An guch close quarters the shot cartridges
inflicted terrible wounda! She fell over |
dying, and after a garp or two and & long, |
quivering thrne, lay still. - The puppy was
not dead, but 85 much hurt that it had to
be killed the next day.

By this time the whole camp was astir,
tho men coming up eagerly to see what had
bappened, We pulled the panther gu’ of
the veranda into the ehadow of a large tree,
with two men to kenp the jackala irom harm-
ing the zkin during the night.

Tne beast proved to be a full grown and
very handsome young female. My night's
rest had been disturbed, but [ wea repaid a
hundred fold by a trophy e~ valuable in
itsolf, and at the same time o interesting
for the nousual and exciting circumatances
of its capture.

The Wheat Yie'd.

Nohady knows as yet within 20 000 000 or
30 (00,000 bushe's what the wheat yisld of
America has been in 1889 and nobody knowa
within many times that quantity what the
yield of the world has been, Neither are
there trustworthy statistics of stocka
bronght over trom last y~ar in nther lands ;
avthorities differ mer,; million bushela
about the stock of Ruesia alone, Who
ever pleases can make up o statement
showing a great surplus in the world, hy

taking ome szt of estimates of yield and

gtocks, and another showing a great defi:ir, i
by taking another set of catimates of equal |
| value.

Ba: actual movements of grain give
avidence which cannot well be dispnted or
twisted, British imports of wheat in July
and Auguast were 901,000 cwts, smallor this
year than last, with imports of flonr about
That indicates no
prospect of want in the country having nead
to import more wheat than any other. Tbe

recogn z:d | ly for ihat.

carried over from last year, or how IHEBT

the new crop is, and contrzdictory state-
ments on both points are wide apart. DBas
the cold facta are that Russia exported in
Avgust nearly 3000000 cwts. to Great
Britain, against abount 2 000 (00 cwts. in
the eame month last yesr, and an increase
of ooe haliin expoirts doss notiadicate much
scarcl’y in Russia, The exports for eight
mnnths endiog with August were 14 347,
653 cwis to Great B-itain, against only
11, 516 034 for the previous year, and no
such freedom of shipments at present low
prices would be likely to occur if Russian
supplies were actually scanty.

Fis Love Wu;h Even More.

“ Clara,” he exclaimed, laying his hand
upon his cairdiac region, I have long locked
forward to this opportunity to cell you that
I love you with all the ardor of a nature free
from guile and duplicity, Say the litte
word, Clara, which shall make me the hapl
plest of men. Ocif your maiden modesty
seals your ruby lips, give me some little Zeep-
sage which ehall mutely say that my love is
returned, and which shall be a constant re-
minder of this, my hour of happiness, S:ay!
Lot it be one of your golden tresses, just one
little lock of youar fragrant hair.”

Clara biashed, and seeing that G:orge
took up the seiszers from the table, abe mur.
muared: ** Nay, George, never mind che
seiszora; here it ia (and she removad an
efll 1-ns switch) ; take it. It co3t ms $19,
but cuach Jove as yours is worth far mora
than thab'—[Boston Transcrips.

—

[dentifyine Mr. Johnson,

¢ Jg there n Mr. Johnson ia thiscar?
called the e:nductor, as ho entered a coach
on & Lehigh Valley train and held up a
telegram to view,

¢ Phere is?” replied three men in chorua,
as they ross up.

¢ Pas this deapatch ia for John Johesra,”

“ That'e me !"” replied twoof the man,
while the third looked relievad and sat down,

“ Whizh of yon is married 1" continued the
conductor.

“ I am 1"’ both answered.

¢ Well, I think this despatch relates to
the birth of twins at home, and is congratula
tory.” '

'?Tha.!: lets me cuY, thank Heaven !”
exclaimed one Jobnson gs he sat down to
wipe his brow, while the other ilushed red
and white for a moment, and then received
the deepatch.

———

Aunt Janst's Surprise.

Aunt Janet: * What do you call that ?”
Nephew from the city: ““It's a trousera-
strefcher.” Aunt Japet: ‘A trousere-
piretcher ! Why don't you get yoar trousers
'I.I:-ig e:}nugh, so's you don’t have to stretch
em?

A Healthy Town.

“ Healthy ino our town? Ishould think
go! We have had only one funeral for ten
years, and that waa the doctor, who literally
starved to death,™

Wou)d Fuin Business.

Beggar: ' A rhouyand thanks, my good
sir, for the eplendid coat you have given me,
but I ean not wear it. 1t wounld runin my busi-
neir—= 0% o soul would give me a firthing !"”

A Hard Tue.

Husband (3t 1:30 a, m.): * Don’t saya
word ! I know iv'a awful late, but I've had
a hard tugof it." Wife : ** Yes, you look t8
it you'd bad a hard tug. How many gchoon-
ers did you tow in to-night 1"

A Chanze of Faces,

¢ don't understand how you can stay ro
coatinualiy in the hounse this summer. I
feel a4 if I muat get away if only to see some
new faces.” “Oh, I don't need to go for
thad, My wile has a new servant every
dﬂ"Fl"

Johnny’s Rash kpsech.

Mr., Goodeasteh (calling on the eldest
sister) : “‘Why, Johuny, how you are grow-
ing | You'll bo a man before your eister if
yon keep on.”” Johnny:  “Y¥ou bet I will,
Sister’'ll never be a maa if she keeps on belcg
20 like she has for the lzst five years,
Tnen there was trouble in the honsehsld.

He Oo1ld Jump a Ten-Foot Fence.

““A-a you Intereated in athletics 7' asked
Miis Joorson of a young travelling man who
had been paving har zome attention,

‘1 cidun'c care much about those matters
until yesterday,”

“Bat you are excrcising now "

“] should say zo.' 1 can jump a ten-foot
fence at one bound, and ountron any bow-
legged dog that ever infested & barn-yard.”

“And to think,” she murmured fondiy,
“ithat it is to my father that we owe all this "
— [ Mcrchant Traveler,

Tha Boarder’'s Fear.

‘I am sorry,” said the hungry-looking
hoarder e e set the pitcher down, *‘that
I have gaid eo many unkind thiogs about the
milk,” *Why?' irquired the lhndlady, sus-
picionely., ‘‘Becaunse l fear that it has sour-
ed or me.”

Grounds For a Horrib'e Susp’cion.

He—+* And are you sure that 1am the
firs: and oviy man that ever kiseed yon?;

She—'* Of courge I am sure, You do not
doubt my word, do you 7"’

He—* Qi course I do not doubt yon, my
darilng. I lova yeu too manly, too devoted.
Bat why, oh, why did you reach
for the reins che very instant 1 ventured to
put my arms around you if you had never

] !' = 'S - I L}
exporta from Americy toall conntries irom been tkerebelore?

all ports for Ju'y, from all the p:in::'}gml
porte f ;r Augnst, and from the chisf Atian.
tic ports for three weeks df Scplember,
were 22 300 €00 bushels wheat, flur ivelad-

ed, sgsinst 25,600,000 for the samo times
nd places last year. A decrease of 3 300- |
000 bushels in the quantity demanded |
from the country which exports

wheat than any other doea no% _
cate any apprebension of scarcity abroad.
The foreign price tells the same
atory.

|
more E VLR e &
izdi- | ona out, he reached firet in the eighth inning
| sed ran to third Plcffsr’s hit to right. He
| ahould have scored on Tiernan's wild throw

Britiash wheat averaged for the |

Jobnnie Knew it Al

Wife—'"John, here is somethicg in thia
baseball report that [ do not understand, I
wish voa weuld explain ib to me,”

Husband—**Read it, my dear.”

Wifa (reading) —** *With one to tle and

in, but becams rattled and held his base.”

- e T - " e
second week in September 30, 21., sgainat | What does that mean |

28+ 1d4. for the same weck last year,
jall of more than 20

not foreshadow worid-wide famine. N> ope

Al

r cent in price Jnﬂsi

Hasbapd (#ho knows rothing of the
gome) —**Blesas’d if 1 koow."

Wite (with a sigh) —*‘1'il have to wait uc-

knows how large a stock of wheat Russia has ! til Johunie (six years old) comes in."”

ANSWERISG BY KNOOKS,

A Pecullar Ghest £tory from Greenwich,

A remarkable *‘ghost" story comes from
Greenwick. It appears that Mr, Bothwick,
in the employ of the Soath Mstropolitan Gas

Company, had resided for three years with
bis family at 14, Horseferry Road, Green-
bwich, a four-ioomed house, Mra. Bathwick
had been troubled by hearing inexplicable
noises, which her hutband tried to explain
away. The previoas tenant, who occupied
the houss for twenty-nine years, states that
he never heard any noise, bat his wife often
ccmplained to him that she had heard sounds
like childran falling ont of bed. Abouttwo
years ago the Bothwicks were away from
homs=, and a neighbour states that duoring
their absenca he heard lond rapping in the
honte, Twelve months Iater, in July 1888,
M: Bothwick vas in the conniry for a holi-
day, and on the 25 'h there were in the house
Mrz. Bothwick, Mrs. Stedman, and Mrs.
L'oyd. At ten minutes to eleven these three
were in the back sitting-room, which is
divided from the pasvags by a wooden parti-
tion running from che top of the house, when
they
HEARD THREE HARD BLOWS

a8 of o man's fiil on the cellar door, Much
nlarmed, they rushed off to bed, acd heard
no more that night. Oa My, Bthwick’s
raturn he put a new flror to the celiar,
making it even with rhe passags. All went
well until Jaly the 25 b of the present year,
the anuiversary of the far:;mr manifestation,
At twenty minutee to ton At night there were
in the bouse Mva, Bothwick and Mr. and
Mrs, Lloyd, while a Mre, Parkinson was in
the next house, acdjrining the passage, The
threo prraons fiis% named heard load raps on
the partition, and Mr. Llayd went out, but
raw 1o ono, and searched tho cellar with
similar result. Toe rapping continued,
sometimos appearing to be on the par:ition
and sometimes under the stairs. It turned
out that Mra Parkinson was not the person
r. pping, and on Mr. Lloyd giviog a rip on
the wall he was startled by hearlng at the
cellar door, close to kis elbow, three knocks
which shook the partition, and were amost
soffiziont to knock the cellar door down.
Has opened the door on the instant, and
searched the cellar, but found nothing, - He
knocked again, and in reply there came

THEEE TERRIFIC KNOCKS

on the cellar door, which Mr, Lleyd had
juat cloeed, . He immediately opened it
again, aud nothing could bo seen, although
a lamp in the pseaage sl one into the coliar,
Shortly afterwards, Mr. Bithwick and Mr,
Parkinson, who had been out together, re.
turned home. The knockirg continuing,
they made a careful ingpection of both houees,
but fouad nothing unuesual. Half an hont
later two police cffizers arrived, and stayed
eome time, The knockings econtionued as
before, at one time on the celiar door, ot
another on the stairs or at different parta of
the partition. The people who were in the
liouss aleo state thas they distinctly heard
footstepz on the flsor above the passags,
but on gsing up could see no ons. The
police consldered the matter a practical
j ike, but could not suggest how it was done,
Meanwhile, the knocking, whic:1 cou'd he
plainly heard on the other side of the read,
had attracted a large crowd, and one of the
men volunteered to r~ommunicate with the
“epirit.” A conversation somewhat to the
following effact ensued : —Ave you o mun?
No mnewer, Areyon Evglish? Three rapa,
eupposed to mean yes, Are you a woman?
Threa raps. Are you in great trouble?

Threo raps. Have the people in this house
harmed you? No answer, You are troubl.

ing this house a deal? Three raps., Did
your friends harm you? Three raps, Did
they kill you? Three tremendous raps.

Mre. Bothwick hera exclaimed, * For gra-
cious sake let the man go away.” He re.
mained, however, at Mr, Bothwick's wish,
and continued the questioning with the re
sult that the interrogator pronounced that a
woman was troubling the houge

‘'ON ACCOUNT OF SOME CRIME

committed many years ago. The ** ghost'
would not snswer any frivolons gnestions,
auch as ** Will you come out and have a
driak with me ?” About midnight the knock-
ing began to subelde, and the crowd disprre-
ed, but the Bothwick family would not go to
bed, Mra, Bothwlck lay on the bed fur an
bour.or so. with her olothe¢s on, and Mr.
Bothwiolk mahem = mpngh ill he went to work
at'six next morning, and two young men
stuyed with- him, The rapping gradually
died away, and céased altogether about one
o'¢clock, The Bothwicks determined not to
remain in the house, and on the following
Tuesday removed to Haddc=1treet, sitiing
up on nearly all the intérvening days notil
miduiht. Two ladies. who appeared to he
interested in the satjiwet of spiritualism,
called bafore they removed,  and said they
vhould have liked to hear the rappioge. One
of them said she did not suppose tbe *‘apiriy"’
wou!d trouble anyope till next year, but it
might, ns it had been epokean to,

e

A Conviceing Arguameant.

there's a peddler at the door with arngworth
310, He offersit for 81 I would like to
buy it, but I'm .afraid it wounldn't be just
exactly honeat. He muet have stolen it or he
wouldn't offer it so cheap.”

Mr, Skinnphlint (rxcitedly) —** What? A
$10 rug ior 17 Why, certainly he— Bur
rno, It he says he didn't steal it, and of
course he'll say eo, that will eettle it as
far as wo are concerned. We can't prove it,
you know. I'll gqnesticn bim myselt, (Gocs
to door and adlrirtama peddler j wosely.)
How much did you ray you wanted for this
tug? Oce dollar, hey! m'm. It's wortn
perhap half that, I'm afraid—ha! hal—
I''!n afraid you stole this rug somcwhere, my
friend."

Paddler (-error-etricken)—** Yes, sir, I

pake ] I--I-"

Mr. Skinnphlint (snmewhat taken aback,
but recovering himself and hastily ¢ xchanp
ing avilver dollar for the rug)-—**That'ssal!
rignt, Mary Jane, Wo don't know whether
| he’s telling the truth or not. A man that'u
gteal will lie about it."— [Chicago Tribaae,

‘T'hicgs Were Different.

Mz, Benedict—**You'd Leztter put the
bbay to bed, if Mr, aud Mrs Sissy ars con.-
iog 1o thiseveniog.”

Mrs, B:pediet—* Why, don't you re¢-
| menber how they admired itand how focd
of ib they uzed to be?”

Mr. Benelict—"Yea, but they hadn't ary
tn! their own then.”

Mre, Siinnphlint (Joubtinlly ) —=* Josiah, !

I did ! Bas don't give me away, for heaven's |

|

|

1

ABYSIINIA'S NEW KL¥

The Sen of a ']hr.tnr Becom~
FPowerfal Native Raler in .

> 4
King Maae'ik I1., with a vast \ue, is
advancing north to Adua,where awthe Kinga
of Abyssinia are crownel., Within a foew

wooks the osremony of coronation will be
performed. The new ruler of Abyezinia will
be the most powerfal ruler Abyssinia has had
for generations, for his kingdom inc'udea not
only the domain of the late King Johp, but
alzo Shoa, Menelik's owa country, in ths
southern psrt of the Abyssinian highlands,
where Menellk hsa long had an army of 1C0,-
000 men, abont onesfourth of whom oarry
improved firaarms,

Ma=nelik's father, King Haslou, heard
one day that a woman of striking bsanty
was seeking alms at the doors of the pilace.
He sent for her, and was oo greatly impres-
¢eod by her charms that ha intraduced har
among the women of his establishment,
When a littie boy was born the klog said he
would nod recogn’zs him as his son unless
in the course of years ho showed a striking
resemblance to hir Maj:sty. Asa the boy
grew up ha came to look very much like his
voyal father, and the king named him av his
heir, though ha had othar sons who thonght
they had better right to the throne. The
moat powerful native ruler in Africa to-day
{s, therefore, tho son of & biggar woman,
and his mother rocently was atill  alive,
erjying high honor ia Shoa, !

Physically the Kiag ia not gn improssiva
poreon. - Ha is almoat coal black, shor, and
dumpy. Ueglikehls urcls, Ris Darghe, and
others amonrg his chief advissra, he is very
friendly to Europeans, acd wants to ia.
troduca their arts into bis coun'ry. Hs hes
s remarkable fondness for machinery and
implements of all sorts, and his greateat
delight iz toexamlne thelr machanism. Ex-
plovera sxy ho ruined abont a dez:n watches
and alarm clocke, taking them apars and
trying - bo put them together again,  He
became at last, howaver, qaite a proficlent
watoh tinkerer, :

" Several years ago Mr. Chefneux took the
King as a present from the French Govern-
ment. a mitraillense.  For convenience of
carrying it had been taken to piocss and
eompsactly packed. The weapon reached the
King sevaral says before the traveller did,
sud very much to Mr, Chefoeux's astonish.
ment bhe found the weapon properly put
together and mounted. The King had made
a careful study of the mechaniam of firearms,
and with the aid of a picture of a mitrailleuse
he had prapared this listle surprise for the
white man,

The King is gontle and amiable to those
who have his friendship, but he has been
guilty of aots of gross cruelty and lvjustice to
conquerad enamies. He has largely widen-
ed the boundaries of Shoa by conquering the
fiercs Galls tribes arouad him, He has
some men of ability among his Generals and
counclllors, and vo them much of his prestige
is attriburted, Pereonally he ia not conspic-
uous as a warrior, and in most things he
has shown himself essily influencsd by his
advisers, But he i distingonished i.bovae
them all for his faith in the advantage of
drawing usefal lessons from civilized coun-
tries, He does not like missionariea, how-
ever, Io 1885 hekept two Swedish mission-
aries practieally prisoners in his chief town
for ten months, and then gent them back to
the coast. Sioce then he has expalled all
the French Catholic and Germzn miseion-
aries from his country.

The King was very angry at tho decision
cf the great powers to forbid the importa-
tion of firearms and gunpowder into tho
interlor of Africa. He is, however, in a
measure independent, as he makes his own
guapowder and has a groat number of im-
proved firearms,

When Kineg John was killed a few months
ago it woe known to be his wish that "'«
nephew should sacced him  Menelik, how-
ever, proclaimed himeelf King of Abyssinia,
and all the provinces of thy country exsept
Tigrs have recogn’z:d him as the new ruler.

The Shoans are of the stm- race and
speak the same language as tho Abhyssinians,
Their country is simply a part of Abyssinia
whose chief became powerful enongh to be
pactically independent of the raler furlher

. north.
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A Trout in a. Boulder.

Mr, William G Dillicgham, while fishing
in Gordon Creek a few days sinee, discovered
a beautiful foeell trout, fiitean inches in
length, in a huge bounlder, Every fin and
soalo of the firh was as plainly narked in
the rock as if cut by a tkilled artiet, Many
people wonder how trout get in strecams
above high falls, They were doubtloss there
hefore the full wers made, as from this fossil
it is evident that there were trout in the
rreams of Oregon in prahlaroric aga.” Me.
Dillingham intends to yo outsome day and
eatch that fossil trout with a hammer and
chisel.

What She Wanted.

“Now,” said the bridegroom to the bride,
when they had returned from the honey-
mocn trip “Lat us have & clear nnderatand.-
ing before wo settle down ‘to married life,
Are you the vresident er vice president of
this seclely 1’

“] wanv to be neither president or vice
precident of this ,"she answered; ** I will be
content with a subordinate peeition,™

**What is that ?"

“Treasurer.”

Only Her Fir:t,

M.a, Slagghter (ia her lawyer's offiie)—
“I want to got o divorce from Mr Slaughter;
I can't stand him any longer.”

Liowwyer—*'All right, Mo Slaughter, Lot
Emér.-lrl; ( voking at the calendar) this is the

“You're a lisr, Mr Lawyer; this is my
firet,"’

& —

A Postponcment,

*¢ Mister Moderator, in consekens of de
fuil attendus ab dis meetin’, I moob de mee:-
in' pext Wepaday cbenin’ am postpoped to
dis Monday ebenin’ for de choice ob direc-

v tors.
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“The cricket on the bearth !"” exclaims a
teaty old fellow in Tho B ston Tranecript,
‘““ Pehaw ! Oae might with cqaal eense go
into ecatacies over the fly on the head, the
motqaito in the ear, or the flea between the
shouiders” Most people will sympathise
with this outburet. The cricket is u noisy

little nuisance, and ls only toierable when
described at second humi by wome moon-

| struck poet,
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