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TH¢& SPRING BNAKE CHROP.

Mr. J“i.ld His Sons Gather a Rich
Harvest at Corydon, Pa.

This locality is the headquarters of more
rattlesnakes than can be foun1 in any other
ot in northwestern Pennsylvania. The

serience of Henry Martin and his son cap |

the climsx. Moartin and his family wring a
scant subsistence from a rocky farm on the
banks of the Alleghany River. Lst Friday
while old Martin and his son Charles were
removing & huge pile of stones, the collection
of a number of years' picking in the field,
they unearthed what seemed to be a ball of
black rope, knotted and curiously interlaced.
The mass was as large as a bushel basket,
and coversd with a light powdery subatance
more resembling bran than anything else.
The sun was shining with much warmth for
an April day, and as the ball felt its genial
influence it began to quiver. Old Martin
yelled ¢ Snskes,” and jumped away.
Charles, who was of a moreinquiring turn of
mind, procured a long pole nd stirred up
the rapidly yielding mass, The touch and
warmth revived the dormant reptiles, and
the surface of the ball was seen studded
with rattles that swayed to and fro with
a sound resembling the blowing of wind
through the dead leaves on a tree. The
tails protruded more and more as the
snakes unlocked their intricate coile.
They aoppeared to be packed with
the heads in the centre. One of the
men tossed a small stone into the writhing
mass to “‘stir 'em up.” He rucceeded most
effectually ; the ball of snakes fell apart,
disclosing some fifty or sixty rattlesnakes of
all sizes, those within covered with wkitish
slime that had exuded from their bodiee.
Theroughly aroused, the venomous reptiles
lashed their tails in fory and glided ever
each other with surprising agility, their
wicked little eyes shining with rage, their
mouths wide open and forked tongues pro-
truding as they hissed defiantly at cheir per-
secutore. One huge reptile, nearly six feet
in length, glided from the centre of the

up, and turning its flat uzly head toward
EE: intruders, opened wide 1.a mouth, and
swayed to and fro, hissing angrily, An-
other stone was thrown, this time of some
welght, crushing and maining many o the
reptiles inits fail. The scene then was
gimply frightful as described by the men.
In their agony the wounded snakes writhed
and hissed with redoubled fury, twisting
over and over in the blood and slime, while
the noinjured ones, escaping from the pile,
glided toward the Martins with heads up-
raised and rattling ominounsly. The air was
filled with the peculiar musky odor exhaled
by the rattlesnake when alarmed or angered,
so much affecting the two men that they
folt & deathly sickness, Itis said the venom
of the rattlesnakes is especially deadly at
this season. Theusituation looked decidedly
unpleasant, and the two men armed them-
selves with stont clubs and began killing
snakes. The largest sported meventeen
rattles, which old man Martin cut off and
took home with him to convince disbelievers,
Fifty-six snakes were laid low. Never in
the ophidian records ot Corydon had there
been such a capture,

Phonographic Toys.

Thephonograph promises to afford as much
recreation to children as it does interest to
own folks ; The phonographic doll is the
%11-'515 step in a long line of phonograpnic toys
upon which inventors are now at work,
When these are put upon the market
they will create a wondorful sensation. A-
mong ttem msy be mentioned phonogra-
phic animals. Theseare toys made out of
papier-mache, paste-board, composition and
other material, each and all of which are
strong and durable, Each animal con-
tains in his interior a phonograph, which,
when set in motion, produces all the natural
cries of the original. There isa cabt that
purrs, meows, 8pits and cateorwanls in tbe
most approved style ; a horse that neighs
and whinnies ; a dog that barks, snaps and
howls, and & sheep that bleats in a way that
would deceive the mother ewe, By using a
megaphonic attachment the amount of nuise
may be increased toalmost any desired ex:
tent. Much more interesting than the phon-
ographic animals are the phonographic
birds : we have secured the melodies of the
lark, the linnet, fioch, robin and canary
bird, and can repraduce them indcfinitely.
With canary birds the success is notable,
We have preserved in metal the entire re
pertoire of a number of the finest bred and
highest priced birdsinthemarket,ard bycom-
bining the songs of twoor three iato one whole
we have an artificial canary that will out.
sing any natural one whatever, The phono-
graphic orchestra and the phonographic
miniature theater are other novelties to be
soon produced. ln the former a band cf
little images, dressed up in glaring military
colors, are seated on the stage as in sume
great concert, or stood around a drum-major
as on & parade, The moment the phono-
graphy is set going, each little musician
moves hishandsand instruments in thenatur-
al style, while the cylinder inside reproduces
the music of a full orchestra with startling
fidelity. In the theater we can reproduce
all the spoken parts of the J:lm_ar. Another
novelty .hat is half a toy and half a luxury
will be a great boon to all mothers whose
young childrea insist on being sung to before
going to sleep. It is a phonograph into
which a lady bas sung her best songs at her
leisure and which is placed near the crib or
cradle. A mere touch upon a spring starta
the machinery and givea the child as much
music as he or she may want, A riogular
feature of the phonograph is the fact that if
the speed of the mechanism be increased the
pitch of the voice it reproduces is height.
ened, and on the other band if it be slowed
the pitch is lowered, At the same time the
character of the voice is not changed in the
least. This odd peculiarity enables a man
to hear how his voice would sound if it had
been born & bhigh tenor like Campanini, or
the young girl if she had been born a basso-
profundo.”

—aifi—

It seems probable that at no distant date
the Biitish Government will assume control
of telephonio communication in the United
Kingdom. The French Goveroment hss al-
ready decided upon a similsr step. The
monopoly of the company which is operating
in Paris expires next September, and the
Government now proposes to purchase its
lines and work them itself. In 18S6 the
company signed a contract with the Depart-
ment of Posts and Telegraphs for a term of

five y during which a rent was to
be paid to the State, which, at the end of
the term, ;unld enter into _— of all
the lines without payment. l.rruﬁ:
ment, however, was not ratified by Parlia-
ment,

THE ESOAPE 0: THE CALLIOPE.

Half a Knot Iin the Teeth of the Gale was
All the 15-Knot Ehip could De.

The London “Time’s" correspondent at
Sydney, N.S W. gives the following par
ticulars of the thrilling experience of tne
“Calliope” in the recent cvlone at Samoa :
—Her Msjrsty’s ship Culliope has arrived
from Apia, Simoa, bringing full confirma.
tion of the terrible and destructive hurricane
last month, and particulars of hér own won-
derful eacape from the tate which bafell the
American and German men-o’-war. The
Captain of the Calliope states that the
ship's barometers gave due warning of the
approaching storm, but no one supposed it
would be more serions than others which
had been previously experienced. The
usnal precautions, however, were taken.
Even when the barometer had fallen ununsal-
ly low and the hurricane was almost at its
height, some natiyes on board the Calliope
declared it was nothing more than an ordin-
ary storm. The hurricane increased in fury
every hour, and at length it became evident
that the Calliope in her then position wounld
not be able much longer to stand against
it. Already one after another the cables of
four out of her five anchors had parted
before the tremendous strain, and thke
vessel had commenced to drift. Oae anchor
alone was holding her, and that was per-
ceptibly dragging. For a while the Cap
tain thought the best plan would be to

beach the Calliope on a soft patch to which |

he thonght he could gnide her. But such
tremendons eeas were running that it seem-
ed impossible that any ship could hold to-
gether for long after being run ashere. The
captain therefore determined to risk every-
thing in an attempt to reach the open sea
beyond the dangerous reefs. The remain-
ing anchor was therefore slipped, and the
Calliope’s head turped toward the most
practicable opening in the line of reefs, The
wind at the moment was blowing with tre-
mendons force, The Calliope’s engines,
capable of steaming at & speed of fifteen
knots, seemed almost powerless, and, as a
matter of fact, the highest speed attained in
the teeth of the gale was half a knot, ab
which rate the vassel gradually got out of
the dangerous harbor. The Vandalia of
the American squadron was still holding by
her anchors, and the Calliops twice came
into collision with her, but fortunately
without serious damage to either vessel.
The Calliope, however, sprung her foreyard,
damaged her head and stem, and lost all her
boats excep’ one, partly by the collisions and

artly by the seas. She did not, however,
ose a single man, though one seaman was
seriously hurt, but his injaries are not
considered dangerous.

KING MILAN'S CONBTANT FEARS,

His Daily Life n Misery, Through Dread of
Assassination,

No wonder King Milan wanted to get out
of Belgrade, He was as much a martyr to
dread of assassination as the Czar of Russia,
It is toldthat he slept in a roomwith double
doors, iron-cased, which he locked himself
and bolted from the inside. A powerful
mastiff slept at the foot ot. his bed, and
he kept a loaded revolver on the table.
There was no chimney-place in the room,
least dynamite should be dropped down it;
and no coal was burned in any rocom which
he occupied, becaure he once saw & murder-
ous Nihilist engine which looked outwardly
1 k2 a lump of coal.

He was go afraid of polson that he always
had the wine he drank uncorked before him.
His coffee was always made in his presence
with a spirit of wine apparatus, and he
would never when eating alone,touch a made
dish , but onlv plain toast or a boiled egg—
for there is no putting poison into an egg.
Saspicious of bread, he ate brown-bread
biscuits ¢f English make, of which there
were always a tinful in his study.

Minoritv Oan Defeat Majority.

The New York ‘‘Herald" recently publish-
ed a remarkable table showing that ib is
po:xible for a political party in the United
States with a popular majority of over 6,000,-
000 to be defeated at the pollsin a presiden-
tial election. This is due to the fact that
there is no commen unit of representation in
the Electoral College, that is to eay, an
elector from one State may represent ten
times as many people as an elcctor from
another, For example, a Montana elector
reprezents about 13 000 people, while a Now
York elector represents over 147 000. Ten
votes of the people in New York, therefore,
have no more power than ome in Mon.
tana. In the mnext Electoral College
there will te 414 votes, and the ‘““Herald's
tible ehows that the aggregate population of
t irty-one S:atea which will have 208 of these
votes is 21,788 000, while that of eleven
States which have the remaining 206 votes is
27,832,000. Should the States divide in this
manner ata Presidential election, the side
haviog a populsr majority of over 6 000,000
would neveitheless be in a minority of two
in the college, This, of course, would be an
extreme case, but, as ourreaders are aware,
at the last election the candidate who was
the choice of a minority of the people secured
the Presidency.

—

Empress Eugenie's Stolen Wealth,

Besides the large sums of money remitted
to Eogland by the late Emperor Napoleon
daring his reign and duly invested on his
behalf by Mesare. C)utts, the Empress
Eagenie has also the capital eum which was
handed over to her on account of the sale of
such possessions in France as were proved to
the satisfaction of the French Curts to be
the private property of the Emperor. A
third source of her la-ge annual income is in
Spain, where she had saveral valuable estates
in the neighborhood of Granada. It will be
to visit this Spanish property that the ex-
Empre:s will shortly leave England, and she
will probably stay on the most beautifal of
her estates during the Spring months, Her
abode will be & Chatean en E:ipagune of the
most sunbatantial kind, which she has not
previously visited since she left it to bocome
Empress of France, thirty-seven years ago.

The adventurons man, Lord Lonsdale,
may be taken as a good instance of the
daring spirit in exploration which centuries
sgo brought fame to England. Tae Eoglish
race has not declined in a love for those ex-
ploits by which Drake, Frobisher, Rale h
and Franklin carried the name of Engllj: -
men to the four corners of the earth, rd
Loasdale has not got to the North Pole, nor
did he even get a glimpse of it sticking In
the snow, but his perilous feata will serve to
oool off other intending discoverers for a
listls while,

h

WOMANLY COURAGE IR DANGER.

——

Not Overcome by Gkaming Eyes In a
Helmetg,

Wadeley Hall is a large, old-fashioned
English house built dwing the reign of the
Tudors. It is a picturequre pile, situnated
amid extensive grounds and partly hidden
from the public gsza by great oaks and tall
pop'ars. Two miles t+ the eastward lies
She ffield, the third msaufacturing town of
Englund.

At the time of which I write, my brother
had just attained his twenty. first birthday,
and in honor to the scion of the family, a
party was given him. There were many
guests present, and the house was awhirl in
merriment far into the Wee sma’ hours.

My room had been given a friend down
from London, and I was assigned quarters
with my mother. Thechimes pealed forth
3 before we sought our room, e were
neither of us long in disrobing, and wnile
mother was putting away the diamonds that
had been heirlooms for generations, I hied
me to bed.

By chance, I turned to look at mother
who was then paying her devotions on her
knees, meanwhile gszing intently upon a
suit of armor, My eyes wandered to the
same object, which stood a: the snd of the
room. Gradually I became aware that two
gleaming eyes were lcoking out from the
visor of the helmet. I knew at once a human
being was concealed in the armor. What
was to be done?

As quietly as if all was well, mother
arose, and after extinguishing the lights
came to bed. I felt by intuitior she too
was aware of that awful presence, but I
did not speak. To be brief, the houra puass-
ed very slowly, but dawn came at laat
and wearo:e, The eyes had disappeared and
we knew we were alone.

The jewels were miseing, however, which
surprised neither of us, After dressing,
we went out ostensibly for an early walk,
and wended our way afootto Sheffield,where,
with the aseistance of Sheriff CUlayton, we
secured a wrrrant for the arrest of one
James Elmore, our butler, whom my mother
at once recogunizad as the burglar in the
helmet. .

He came in the dining-room to serve us’

at breakfast, as usual, and was captured
immediately, searched, and the diamonds
and other stones found upon his person.

Although it is many years since the
above happened, I can recall every detail
ag vividly as if it were only yesterday.

THE DANMARK.

Rescue 0f her Passeagers and Crew by the
Steamer Missouri.

Lissoxn, April 24,.—Three hundred and
twenvy passengers and 42 of the crew of the
Danmark have arrived here, Mr. Raben,
the firat officer, who iz among them, re-
ports that on April 4th the Danmark’s shaft
was broken. On the next day the disabled
ateamer met the steamship Missouri, from
London, March 28:h, for Philadelphia and
Baltimore. The Missouri towed the Dan-
mark until the 65h, when the latter seemed
to be about to gink. At first the Missouri
was only able to take aboard 20 of the D .n-
mark’s passengers, but after having job-
tizoned a portion of her carge she found
aoco nmo-lations for all the crew and pas-
sengars of the Danmark, The Missouri
then proceeded to the Az)res and left there
the firat and second cfficzra and 320 passeng-
ere, She then continned her journey to
Philadelphia with 340 passengers and the
remainder of the crew. The captain and
three engineers of the Danmark left the
Azores on the 14ch for London on board a
steamer from Damerara. The Danmarck
was about 800 miles from Newfoundland
when the accident happened. Some say
that the engines broke down, Engineer
Kaas was found dead in the engine room
after the accident,

Forty two sailors and all the passengers
left at the Azres by the Missouri cams to
Ldsbon on the steamehip Acor,

The steamship Missouri is a new vessel
and ihis is ber firet trin., She'is in the
carrying trade between London and Phili-
delphia.

——

Wild Horses in the Northwest.

Up in Northeastern Wyoming and North.
western Nebrasks many bande of wild horses
still roam as fearly:s and as flael as in the
days when the country was an unexplored
wilderness. Now that the buffalo has gone
here is big game to hunt. All through the
West ranchmen and cow-boys have regularl
organized parties to go out and kill off the
wild stallions,

The lossof mares sustained by horse-breed.-
ers has at last become so large that soms
measures mus’ be adopted to reclaim mares
stolen away by the wild stallions, In Col-
orado, Wyoming, Southern Idaho and Nev-
ada there must be now roaming at large
fully 5,000 wild horses. Each atallion selects
twelve consorts, 1f a band is large enough
they are divided into small lots of twelve
mares and one stud.

O:casionally a male is found wandering
alcne by himself, but he is not a bachelor by
choice, having been driven away by the
stronger males, As far as possible these
family rslations are strictly hept up—that
is, held at an even dcz:m. An old hunter
who had scoured the Big Horn and southurn
spurs of those monstrous piles from child-
hood once discovered far in the depths and
beyond an almoso impassible rocky barrier a
beautifal basin, wherein was one poor old
stallion and twelve fine, beantiful mares.
This old fellow, not able to hold his own
against the younger and stronger males on
the plains, had sought out this retreat and
enticed a family of twelve to go with him.

He waas in clover, g0 to speak, keepiog hia
{amily intact without fear of molestation, as
the eotrance to thiz horse Eden was evident-
ly known to none of his rivale. He never
lefs the stronghold and never allowed any of
his mates to wander away. Had he chosen
» home on the plains his family wounld no
doubt have been stolen from him one by
one,

He Poisoned his Daughter Instead of his
Neighbor's Dog,

TausTox, Mass,, April 25 —Poison in-
tended for a neighbor's dog killed a little
girl av Weir village. Arsenic was placed on
some bread, which was leflt where the dog
was in the habit of prowling for food, A
little danghter of Francis Corrigan, 3 years
old, found the bread and ate a portion of it,
She died in a few hours. Corrigan’s dog had
been shot by the neighbor afew days ago,
aod hr:;ml&a}i.n lmmﬁll-lu made to
poison hbor's daughber
waa the victim icstead '&ni.‘ dog.

THE EITYEL TOWER.

Hew the Tallest Artificial Stracture on the

The monstrous tower designed by Engin-
eer Eiffel for the Paris Exposition has three
stories or divisions. The firat story is sixry
metres high (a metre is equal to thirty-nine
inches) and rests on the arches which join
the four foundation columns that carry apen
them the entire weight of a huge tower.

The tower has four distinet sections.
Each wing is provided with a refreshment
saloon that may be reached by means of
winding staircases under the foundation
piers, Notwithstanding tne centre of the
space has been set spart for the elevator
there still remain 4 200 square metres of
floor room for the asccommodaticn of visitors
who may desire to promenade and enjoy a
view of the city from that height.

The apartments are very roomy, and pre

cautions have been taken to insura the vis-
itors against all possibility of accident.

An iron railing about four feet hirh, with
an arched roof to exolude the intense rays
of the sup, surrounds the extreme edge of
the platform, as it may be called, which has
been reserved as a promenade for those who
desire to walk about. The requirements
for the comfort of the inner man, too, have
not been forgotten, Kitchens, storerooms,
ice-chests and the like have been fitted up
in the most handy manner imaginable, so
that there is little occasion to fear that the
supply of ssimulating refreshments will
give out, even in the days when such lodg

ings in the hotels and private hounses will
not be obtainable for love or money. KEach
one of the four cafes is provided with a cel

lar eapable of storing 200 tuns of wine,

Everything about the structure is abeo
lutely fireproof, for iron is the only material
that has been used in its construstion, Two
thousand persons per hour can ascend avd
decend the staircases leading to the plat-
form, and 4,000 can find seats to rest upon
in the cafes at one time.

The second story, waich is sixty metres
above the first one, is also reached by four
staircazes buil: inside of the supporting
columns, which make a sharp inward curve,
leaving but 1,400 equare metres of suriace
for the platform and promenade. Here, too
in the commodious and handsomely decorat.
ed cafe the thirsty and tired sightseer may
fidd somethirg more potent than Seine
water to recuperate his strength.

This story is 91 metresabove the tip of
the Notre Dame steeple and higher than
the tower of the palace of the Trocadero, on
the other side of the river, and, as may
easily be imagined, the view of the sur-
roundiog country to be had from ruch an
altitude is almost indescribable, Krom
here on the columns of the tower fall in
towards each other until they ascend a die-
tonce of 275 metres above the ground,
where the taird and last story is situated.

Only one staircase leads to the thirdstory,
which isfor the exclusiv euse of the perszons
employed in the tower, and all visitors are
expected to use the elevators, two in nnm-
ber, to reach that polat. The platform is
1 8 metres equare, still large enough to
prect thereon a ocomfortably sized dwell-
ing. The view here is simply superb.
The story is equipped with reflecting mirrors
and a large supply of field glasses for those
who wish to use them. It has been estimat-
ed that the ordinary eye can discern otj:cta
seventy miles nway.

The tower terminates in what is known
a8 the lantern, 25 metres sbove the third
geotion, but this place has been met aside for
the nse of the soientists for making obser-
vations.

King Milan's Dread.

One of the reasone which induced King
Milan to yield to the pressure brought to
bear upon him, and to relinquish his throne,
was a dread of assassination, The pre-
cautions which he took seem almost in-
credible. There were double doors, plated
with iron, to the room in which he slept,
and a powerful maatiff kept watch at the
foot of his bed, whil2 a loaded revolver luy
ready at his side. His breakfastin private
consisted principally of @ufs a lo cog, and
toasted bread, while his ccffee was mude in
hie presseence with a spirit lamp. Brown
bread biscuits of Euglish manufacture and
tinned maats ( opened by his own hand),
formed his luanch, and when dining it was
always observed thas he keenly noted who
wae partaking of the same dish as that to
which he helped himself, and dallled with
his food until he saw it was eaten freecly by
others, In public, and when wearing his

¥ | State uniform, the king looked much stouter

than when in plebeian costume, and this
was caused by a light suit of protective
meil, which he invariable donned beiore
leaving the palace. He was extremely par-
ticular about his attendants, and nervously
anxions to secure thelr good will by lavish
presents, The maid of Mme. Christics was
the recipient of pome munifioent gifts, and
the confidential valet who watched over the
amorous pair duriog their private interviews
reaped & rich harvest as the reward of his
discretion.

_—

MORRISON A PRIBONER.

The Magantic Outlaw, After Belng Wound-
ed, Carried off to Jall.

MarspeNX, Qoe., April 4.—The other
evening word was brought to the village
by Constable Peter Laroyer that Morrison
was captured, and had been wounded in
resisting. Iv appears that Constables
MacMahon and royer had been for a
couple of days hiding and watching from
the woods in the vicinity of the house of
Morrieon's father. About two o'clock in
the afternoon they saw two men enter,
but in the distance could not distinguish or
recognizs them, They watched steadily for
t e men to come out again, but night coming
oa and finding the two men did not reap
EEJ.I‘. the constables decided to approach the

oute and ascertain if the ingitive was there.
Asa result they saw Morrison in the house
and waited for him outside. Evidently he
heard the noise of their foo'steps, asin &
few moments he came outeide. and found
himself face to face with two constables,
who immediately ordered him to throw up
his hands.

THREE SHOTS FROM A REVOLVER

was the reply to this command. The con.
stables both rerurned the fire, one of the
balls striking Morrison in the left hip. The
constables immediately secured him, and
Constable MacMahon remained to guard the
prisoner while Constable Leroyer rao to the

for assistance, Everybody ‘immedi-

ately se'syd their arms and started for the

scens of the ter. T .
Hmhlnphmmdm

prisonsr %o the riatien at Marsden,

“ FIGHTING BOB."

And the Bird a Tia Peddler Maiched
Agalnst-Him.

The man who has never had anything to
do with game chickens can't give a roreter
credit for what there is in him. Oane of the
right blood likes a battle, and the right sort
ot & trainer can teach him tactics which you
would think only human beings could. learn.
Down in L— years ago we had the
champion fighting cock of the State, He was
picked up in the country by a chicken buyer,
and no one knew his breed. He was big and
solid, and after he had been taughr how to
aave his wind and to use his spurs he cleaned
oug everything which counld be put down be-
fore him. His longest battle lasted only
seven minutes, and the number of cocks he
knocked out in two or three would fill a
moving van, He was in his zenith, and the
half dozen of us who owned him were in fi-
nancial clover when a tin peddler drove into
the villaFe one night, and began to banter
us to sell, He offered us §5, $10, $30, for
“ Fighting Bob,” but we would nct have
taken $200.,

“ 1've made a big offer for a secona-class
bird,"” he said as we laughed at him,
“‘Second class! WWhere isone to whip
him "

“Right in this yere waggon. He can lick
E.hul stuffin’ outer that rooster in five min-
ital”

“ Beb you two to one "

“Go a leetle slow, boys, a leetle slow.
I've got a fightin' bird in there, and don't
you forget it, but he's got a pecooliarity, He
won't fight with the lights on. If he would
I'd bet you ten to one, If your bird could
only fight in the dark we might make a
match.”

“ How in the dark ?"

“YWall, s'posen we put 'em ina box stallin
the barn? The lamp will throw some light,
but it'll be dark enuff for ‘Jinuary,’ as I
call him, to feel his oats.. We'll shet'em up
together fur half an hour, and if your un-
terrified terror hain't licked by that time
you kin take my hundred dollars. lf your
bird licks mine —wall, I'll bet two to one
he don't.

We were wild for a fight, and we soraped
up $60 and bet it against $100 that our
““Bob* would lick the stranger. He had
good eye sight, and as we had the privilege
of putting gaffs on him we felt that he could
take care of himself against anything. The
peddler got his bird out of his wagon, keep-
ing him covered with a piece of cloth, and
by and by the pair were placed in a atall
near the back end of the barn. All of ua
withdrew to the lantern hanging in fromt.
In u couple of minutes we heard a sorb of
* Who-who " followed by a cackle of alarm
and a flapping of wings, and we nudged the
peddler in the riks and expressed our sym-
pathies.

* That's all right, boys—all right,” he re-
plied. *'Give 'em three minutes more and
then ree which is on top.”

At the end of five minutes we oarried the
lantern down and opened the door., Oar
Bob lay there, dead as a herring, and stand-
Ing over him was an owl almost as big aa a
goose, Thatwas the ‘‘ bird” the peddler
had rung in on us, and as we looked from
one to the other in our amszoment he said:

¢ Kinder sorry for you, gents, but you
orter sold me thnt 'ere rooster when I offered
you $30 dollars for him." P

-

Saved in Spite of Themselves,

The London was literally *' swamped” ak
gsea, and there are no recorded parallels to
the case on such a soale. Vessels, indeed,
are often loat by great leakage produced by
oollision, but the cases are rare in modern
days and injwell-found ships, where ordinary
leakage and water “shipped” on deck makes
any great difference, and in steam-ships the
pumps worked by the donkey” engine, aa
a rule, effectually prevent any danger from
these sources, The London was a first-class
passenger steamship of her day. She wasa
nearly naw, of 1,700 tons, and valued ab
£80,000. She belonged to a distinguished
firm, and had been conatructed on the most
approved principles, Her commander, Capt.
Martin, was an officer of ripe experience,
and this was her third voysge. She had
acquired a first-class reputation ; and for
months before the time of sailing, berths
were so eagerly engaged that it would have
been difficult to accommodate, in the rough-
est manner, many more, while in the saloon
there were no vacancies, Oae lady, who waa
desirous of proceeding with her family from
Plymouth to Melbourne had made repeated
applications to the owners' agents, and the
captain had been consulted, but, fortunately
for the applicant, had declared that the
cabins were so full that he could not possib-
ly accommodate her—a result that, at the
time, [caused her much disappointment ;
afterwards she nad reason to thank her good
fortune. A second-class male pmnfur
was 80 alarmed at the rough weather which
the London enzountered on her way from
the Thames to Plymouth, that on arrival at
the latter he went ashore, resigned his pas-
sage, and returned to |(his home, thus
unwittingly saving his life. A young man,
as the result of some family quarrel, had
left his home, and taken a passage by the
London. He was advertised for in the
Times, and importuned to return, his friends
being at first unaware of his whereabouta.
Messengers were sent down to ;Hlymouth,
his friends having later acquired some clue
to his movements, and an influential ship-
broker in the town was employed to inter-
oept his flight should he attempt to sall
thence. %‘nrtunlt‘ﬂly, he was detected
among the passengers of the London, and
the fact communicated to his [amily by the
broker, the result of which was that »
brother of the young man went down to
FPlymouth, and persuaded the would-be
emigrant to forego his voyage.
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hn Bright could not bs baried in West-
minster Abbey because he had not been
bsptiz»d according to the ritual of the
KEswablished Church of England. Bat &
monument is to be erected vo the memory
of Matthew Arnold, who more than any man,
perhaps, sapped by his writings and beliefs
on which the Church of England is founded.
As the son of a distinguished clergyman of
the English Establishment, he was, of course,
baptized sccording to the rubric of thau
Church. Thus the custodians are saved the
reproach of refusing admission to one of the
moat dis and most exquisite of
modern poets. The larger pars ot the §35,-
000 collected will be givem to his wile, but
Poet's Corner will contain a of
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