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‘CRIOUS FACTS.
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It ls stated sa & remarkable fact that

flashy people never commit suiclde.
The Scientific American suggesta rub

bing the ) vinis of stylographic pems on
which the fiagers rest wi:n the thin edge
the
fiageras with the ink that escapes [rom the

of & piece of wix to preven: sciling

im P-EIfH!. J nnt.

An Eaglish lock-maker has construct-
ed a key wirh which, he clalms, can be
opened 22 GO0 pstent-lever locks, all of

which d«ffer in their combinations. He
has worked a. it three years.

A curicsity lo the shape of a well which
prodoces warnn water Ls exclting no lictle
Interest among the residenta of Qainton,
N.J. The well is pitusted in a window-
glass factory, and it 1s supposed that the
water from the springs feeding the well
Eu.u-n under the furnaces and Is thus

eated.

A little ipeident happened at a dwelling
hoose in New York which eerves to llas.
trate the mystericus origin of some fires,
A girl was pv eeping a room with a carpet
eweeper, when she notleed smoke coming
from it. Un exsminatlon she discovered
that a match had been lighted by the re.
volution of the brush inside the sweeper.

Mr. K. H. Beott, the English metec-
rologiat, has recently taken occasion to
express the view entertained by so many
persona ekilled in weather eclence, that
the so-called equinoctial gale Is a myth.
Most great storms, he says, occur In the
Winter half of the year, bat they are no
more frequent at the times of the equin.
oxes than at other times.

Wedding outfits are frequently hired in
France, and many firms make a specialty
of letting bridal tcilettes, Including
prayer bock, crange blossom wreath and
dress, A most sensible custom prevaile
among the Swiess peazantry of hhinf
bridal dreeses made op of good blac
sllk, thus providing the bride with a
handsome wserviceable dress for future
Wear,

A flea, cne-sixteenth of an inch in
length, can jump the distance of twenty
Inches. Tuis is J20 times lts length.
The common gray rabbit jumps about
nlne feet clear on the level groond. In
proportion to length a horse, to jomp as
far a1 a rabbit, would have to clear G4 feet
at o jup. There la no quadruped that
has such powerful muscles 1n his quarters
a3 & rabbit, and n«ne excel him in the
muasclea of his loin and back.

Sume years ago a palr of worated etock-
ings were made of such delicate texture
that they could be drawn throogh alady’s
ring of ordinary s'z2; and a machine bhas
rinco been invented which splns woolen
yarn much superlor In fineness, DBy thla
means a pound of yarn may be rendered
worth ten guineas, prodocing 95 hanks
ol 66O yards each in length, 53,200 yards,
or J0 miles 400 yards,

An orange trec in a grove near Emporia,
Fla , has jaat had the season's crop plek-
od from 1t, aud still contalns four dis.
tinet erops, and fa in foll bloasom for the
lifth. Ouw eropls from last Jaly's bloom,
and Is j1st beginning to ripen; the second
Is from blooma In September, and is
about the a2y of & hen's ege ; the third
fs from blooma In November, and la
anbout the size of an ecg of a partridge,
und the fourth ia the siza of a bullet.

There are anumber of scap treesgrowing
fu Tallahasseco, They are prolilie frult.
wra, the berries balng about the slzs of an
vrdlnary marble, having a yellowlsh,
s apy appearance, with a hard black eeed,
trom which the trees are propagated.
people In Tallahassee boil the frult to
make soap, but In China, Japan, and
other tropical countrles the berrlea are
used as a substitute for scap just as they
neo taken from the trees.
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LATE MOTHER-IN-LAW JOKES

Who la the mcsb prelizient housekeeper
In the country { The young man’s moth-
ve-In-law,

A man cannot be altogether bad when
ha can kiss hls mother-in law a welcome
when she ccmes to stay with hlm,

It is sald that the first almanac waa
printed in 1640, That accounts for the
yray hairs on the head c¢f the mother-In-
law joke.

Y On acoount of the annlversary of the
death of my mother-in-law I will take
pletures at half-price to day,” was the no-
tice poated on the door ofa Greenwich,
Conn, photegraph gallery last week,

Talk about mysterlea ! —both mothers-
in-law «f & young married couple have
been living with the latter over a week,
and yet no scparation has taken place.

The Pennsylvania Suprome Court has
declded that s man has no insurable in-
terest In his mother-in-law and cannot
gamble on her life. This takes away the
only attractive featore which has ever
pertalned to s mother-in-law.

Despalr, utter and anspeakable, never
darkeus s man’'s goul until he discovers
that his mother-in-law has taken to writ-
ing poetry, aud wants him to find her a
pretty and suggestive rhyme to ** Satur-
dl}". 1]
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A New Torpedo for the British
Government.

An oflicial inepection has taken place
within the paat tew days of atorpedo in-
vonted by Mr Drennan, an Australlan, to
whom the DBritish Admlralty granted
facilities for tho manufacture of snd ex-

rimenta with his invention at Garrlson
?‘ouint Fort, Shearneas, The triala and
inspection having proved satisfactory the
Admirality bave agreed to adopt, the
torpedo as a part of the national arma-
ment. 1t Is asserted that the Inventor
has been paid £10,000 on aceount, and
varlous suma, rangiog from £40,000 to
£100,000, are mentioned as the reward to
bs alloted for the invention. The new

o diffars cssentially from any exist-
t!:grp:;:hm. It ean bo directed and dis.
charged etther from a shore torpedo bat.
tery or from a ship. BSeparate propillers
are actuated by means vl wires colled in
reels within the topedo, the motive power
being a steam eungine within the fort or
ship, from which It can be steered with

asccoracy. Jets of light, prudoced
E]r some chemical agency, indicate to the

operator the position of the torpedo to
night.

——

Wwitty.

Lord Cheatezfield, whoee ** lettera ™ our
grandsires received as the code of polite-
s polished wit and an astute
On one occcasion, George 11,
n

should 611 » tion of trust, The
Ehtrr Inslated l:l}]:.:: their man, and de-
Lord Chesterfield to present the

ness, Was
sonrtier,
and his ministers diffared as to the

ommlslon for the royal signatare.

In & deferential tone, hla lordahlp
begged to know with whose name Hia
y would be pleated to have the
“With the

Ma
m,.;a spacea filled wp.

devil's " anawered the enraged kine.

o Annd ahall the instrument.” saked the

sarl. without the alightest change of man-
nur:“run as osoal—'COar trosted and

well-beloved sonsin and counsellor’ I’

The king bars: in‘o s bearty langh and

sigued the conmission.
-'_-#--..—“_“-'—_

Onp life's journey, without a deatination, ' the
the traveler s sure mwmnmmlm
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The Burled Mother.
Ot by tha walls of & [Danish town
The graves stocd cold as the night cama down

The Argelus praser bad lorg been eald,
And the bell tolled gut the psalm for the dead

[tswung fora whilefrom the darkenirg steeple
“ Out of the depths,” sald priest and people,

Fhrocgh all the c'oss-set town and towers
{he dogrs were ghat for the silant hours

But a mother, burled for half a year,
Woke with a cerying in her sar.

Ihe rosa with the vaguasleep stlll in her head
And oclad in tae shroud that wrape tha dead,

dhe left the oold graves undar the wella,
And took the atreet to her husbaod's hulla.

She felt hor lonz-dead bosom ache,
For her geven children weresliawake :

And nons had broken them bread that night,
Jr pourel themdrink, ortrimmed a light.

And none had laid them pillow or sheet ;
The dust of the day was oa their feet.

Twostrove for an enpty cup, and ons
Was caying— wia har youngest sgn.

Bhe washed and kizsed them, aed hushed thelr

cries ;
While tears preased out of her long-dead oyes.

Hut their father. who lay on & lower floor,
Had heard her step in the corridor,

And ha rose and came, and saw her stand
With the children elinging to either hand,

dhe said, * The erying emote my heart,
it broke my d:eams of death apart.

“ T waa loth to leave these saven. I died.
But when have I slept when thechild hascried

“Take note, era I paas to my many dead
Your children woke acd had no bread,

“*No fire, no lamp ; two wera at & strifa;
ipe eried uncomiorted. Tell your wila™

THE ROYAL FAMILY.

fome Interesting Facts About the ueen's
Revenue and Expendliure.

Under this rather fascinating tltle, Mr,
Arthur Arnold contributes an article to
the June number of The Fortnightly,
Tho writer, however, confines himself to
the incomes of Royal personages, which
is somewhat disappointing. - The ninth
and last of the (Queen’s children s abouat
to enter the marriage state, and this in-
teresting event might very well have
tempted some one to ventare upon & fam-
lly biography. The Qaeen, In her jour-
nals, tells us not a litue of the home llfe
of that happy circle before the clouds be-
gan to hover, and the Letters of the Prin- |,
ceas Alice show that even IPrinces have
their domesatic cares like ordinary folk,
Still there is n timeliness about Me. Ar.
nold's facts and flizores, in view of the
contemplated appointment of a select
committee to consider the farther clalma
of the Quieen's descendants upon the
natlonal parse. By the granting of an
annuity to Princess Beatrice, Hor Majasty
18 relieved of any anxiety, respecting the
income of her sons aad daunghters, bat
the questlon now arises what provision,
if any, is to be made forher grandchild-
ren, There Is a nution abroad that the
() 1een, vwing to the careful handling of
her money, sud her retlrement from pub-
lic life, haa become possessed of wvast
wealth, The pasalng of an act in b
ensbling the Sovereign to hold and dis- | .
pose of private estates, gave rlee to this!!
conjecture. A glance at the civll listand
the claims upon a munarch render It very
doubtful whether the (Jueen has been
able to lay by a store anything like sufh-
clent to place her very numerons grand-
children, beyond the need of State asslat-
ance, The Queen receives from the Civil
list £3856,000 per annum, OF thls sam
about £60,000 is apportioned to the privy
purse, which, together withthe revenue
of the Duchy of Lancaster, brings Her
Majesty's personalincomenp to £140,000 a
year. That s, supposing the remaining
£320,000 derlved trom the Civil List no
more than meets the claim upon lt. The
Queen's catablishments are neccessarlly
expensive, and unlike a private lady, she
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calls upon ber purse In other directions.

and Balmoral, have to be cared for, not(
to mention two or three private palaces,

posal of Princess Beatrice, who by al
accounts, {s to remaln near her Hoyal
mother, n keeping with the adage, ' A
son's a son till he marries a wife, But a
daughter's a daoghter all the daya of her
life. The Quoneen's purse needs to be
pretty capacious, The officers of the
royal household, over one hundred in
number, receive in salaries £52,000 a
year. In addlition, there are scme five |l
nundred persons engaged in and abont
the Quoeen's palaces, whose pay and
allowancea muat swallow up a conslder-
able sum. And y
items of royal expenditure. !
make provision for some of the Qoeen's
grandehildren, people will naturally turn
their attention to liabilitles alrsady In-
eurred. The total annuity voted by Par-
llament for the sons and daughters of the |1
(Jueen amounts, Mr. A
o £1567,000, but by the death of the
Dake of Albany and Princesa Allce the

BAT,
{un. not only of the Prince of Wales,
but also of the Dokes of Edinburgh, Con-
naught, and Albany will be entitled to
annuities. In fact, it has been the cus-
tom for Parllamentto grant an annuity to
every lloyal personage, as evidenced by
the payment of £12,000 a year to the
Duake of Cambridge, and annuities of
£3 00U each to hls two sisters, FPrinceas
Mary of Teck and the Grand Docheass of
Mecklenburg-Strelitz. Princely families
are more numerous to day than, formerly,
and s doubtfal stceesson 1s not likely to
be one of the troubles of the near fature.
How the altered circumstances can best
be met remains to be seen. The antl
quatel and obeolete procedure of the
Hoyal household, perhape, stands In need
of reform and curtallment, which might
leave a surplos in the Royal Income. Mr.
Arnold thinke the Grandson of the Sov-
erelgn, like the Grandson of a Dake,
ahould become an untitled commoner,
as follows when the (Queen's daughter
marries a subject not of Royal blood,
which would, in fact, have been the po-
sltlon of the Princesa Louise's children
had she been blessed with a famlly. Par-
liament, it will thos be seen, has s deli-
cate matter in hand. Out of respect for
one who has proved herself a wire ad-
ministrator, loving wife, and model
mother, nothing, we may rest assured,
will be done to canse pain te the amiable
lady who, for close vpon hall s century,
has wielded the sceptre of this mighty

 Emplre,

**(Oat of every one hundred and nine female
| school teachers,” says an exchange, "‘seven

caod six millions,
the well-known englneer, atates that the
work may be done within reasonable lim-
its of time and cost, and a borlng of 1000
feet deep ls to be made in each end of the
proposed tunnel in order to discover the
character of the formation through which
the tunnel wounld pass,
depth of the Channel Is 780 feet. The ef-
fect of the tunnel would be to bring Bel-
fast within 390 miles of London, Moville
within 450, and Dublin within 478. The
dlstance between
by Holynead Is, of conrse, shorter; but
there Feing no channel passage, the jour-
ney could be accomplished by the tunnel
n considerably
Holyhead ronte. By the tonnel, Glasgow
would be brought within 121 mlles of Bal-
fast,
Atlantic steamers, instead of going round
by the south of Ireland, and calling at
(Jaeenstown, would go by the north and
and malls and passengers at Movllle,

sl
South-Western
to divest himself of his necktie and wave
t in front of an advancing train to indi-
cate that danger la ahead. Travellers by
this line will pray that the occasions
when porters’ neckties have to do daty as

ar batween,
which brightens up one's everyday aur-
roundings 1s a matter for gratitude.

to counterbalance |d
cannot reduce them to counter many hollow-eyed and haggard conduc-

Windsor, Buckingham Palace, Oaborne | tors.
Liouis express, went to
Ing along the platform at the depot here,
one of which is to be placed at the dis.|8
]| dommy
asked the condoctors for more bedclothea
have eeen the functionaries start off to get
the covering and go to sleep
Conductor Foster reached up to pull the
bell-rope the other night while nearing
Elmira and went asleep with his hand on | Joomed to spend the remalnder of his
the cord, The traln ran three miles be-|daya.
yond the station before he woke up, and | convlcta were at work on a barge, a large

rnold tells us, [and do all the
porters crawl Into a berthand go to sleep.
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THE MODEEN HIGHWAY.

Interesting Items of Rallway News lrom
Various Sources.

The Nictanx & Atlantic Rallway (N. 8.)
company have completed thelr financial
arrangements in London, and that work
will be pushed forward vigorously to com-
pletlon. The rails have been purchased
and will oe shipped forthwith,

Mr. Gm:uige Stephen, Presldent of the
Canadian Facific Railway, has assured
Hon. Mr. Norquay,Premler of Manitoba,
that the Manitoba, and South Weatern
Ral-way will be extended to White Lake
puring the present year.

The Indlan government proposes, with
a loan of §50,000,000, sanctioned by
parllament, to rapidly strengthen the
rallway system of India In both a com-
mercial and mili sense, There will
be expended $10,600,000 in constructing
a rallway west of the Indua, $10,000,000
will ba lald outin bollding another rail-
way on the east slde of the Indus, Includ-
Ing a ferry acroas that river, $2,000,000
will ba used in the building of a bridge,
£1,000,000 will be spent in the constroec-
tion of another road on the west side of
the Induos, and crossing the Plaseen pla-
tean, and $1,000,000 will be expsnded on

atill another line west of the Indas.

The scheme for connectlug Ireland and

Scotland by a tunnel from Portpatrick to

Donsghadee has now (saysa Londoncorre.

spondent) taken a definite form. A com-

pany has been formed for the purpose of
promoting the scheme, and 1t s sald that
the total coat of the toonel will not ex-
Mr. James Brunlees,

The greatest

London and Duablin

less tlme than by the

Probably, also, the whole of the

Who shall say that the love of the bean-

tiful is not gradually permeating all ace-
tlons of the community when we find a
railway company supplying their employes
with regnlation neckties of & uniform and

rtlstic type ? This s what the Sonth-

Western Rallway Company have juat

one, and doubtless other companies

will follow the example that has been set,
1862 | The neckties in questlon are in colora

rilliant red, and have the effect of mak-

ng the South-Western porters look al-
moat picturesque.

But the object of the
ed neckties Is partly icsthetic and partly

utllitarian. They are supposed to provide

ready-made and easlly acceealble danger
al. If ordlnary slgnals go wrong, the
guard or porter haa only

mergency danger elgnals may be few and
In the meantime anythirg

Passengers on the sleeping-cars of the

New York Central Rallroad have won-

ered where the company secured so

Condaoctor Hanson, of the St.
sleep while walk-

nd narrowly escaped being ron over by a
engine. Passengers who have

on the way.

t had to be backed to Elmira. The cause

of the generasl broken-up appearance of
the conductors and thelr pecnliar actions
was cxplalned. Eight of them sent in|good deal of excitement, during which
et these are merely |their resignationsand went home to go to
1f asked to[bed. They ;
Vanderbilt's son-1 1-law, who waa recently | reached the other eide of the canal or
appointed superintendent of the road, | creek.
has been working them too hard. Con.
daoctors on the 5t.

claim that Dr. Webb, Me.

Louls express are re-
juired to ba up five ulghts in the week
work, while the colored

A few nights ago, as the eastbound

payment has boen reduced to £132,000 & | Chlcago expresa on the Krie Rallway was
According to precedence tho chlld- | approsching Waverly, a mishap occarred
which obstructed the rear earin the train,
This car is the through Pullman sleeper
from Chiecago to Boston, which is trans-
ferrea at Binghampton to the Boston con-
nectlon.
ed by the sccldent, three passengers who

In the horry and hubbab caus.

were In the car were transferred to other
cars In the train whlch went on to Bing-

hampton, leaving the Boston car to be ex-

tricated from ita trooble. After the ob-
structions were removed and the car was
In readineas for uze when 't should be call-
ed f{or, the dlscovery was made that there
was a passenger sleeping peacefully In one
of the berths, He was aronsed. He pro-
daced a through ticket for Boston, He
had slept all through the hubbab of the
accldent. He said he wasn't to blame for
the sccldent. All he wanted was to go
cn to Boaton, as he had a ticket that
agreed to seo him throogh on that train.
Withoat parley or delay a locomotive was
attached to the car. The nger tarn-
ed over and went to aleep agaln. The car
was whisked over the road between Wav-
erly and Binghampton onas time,
and the solitary and soundly-sleeplng man
from Boston was landed there In time for
his connectlon,

A Bloe Book lssued recenily contalos
returns of accldents and casualties as re-
ported to the Board of Trade by the sev-
eral ralilway companies in the United
Kingdom 4 the year ended Decem-
ber 31, 18584, In the twelve months the
namber of killed on the railwa
was 1134 (as com with 1167 in the
previous year), of whom 135 were passen-
gers, 546 servants of companles or com-
tractors, 05

| marry every year.,” How many times do
102 marry! Give us all the

LY

erosalogs, 348
above classification,

o Brde By
trespamers (inclo -
cldes), and 40 persons not coming In the
The number of in.
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jored was 4100 (as compared with 4187
in 1883), of whom 14Y1 were passengers,
2319 servants of companies or contractors,
27 persons pas:ing over level crossings,
187 trespsssers (lncluding would-be sul-
eldes), and 76 other persons not coming
under theze categories. ' In addition to
the above, three passengers were killed
and 114 injured whilst sscending or de-
cending steps at stations; 39 ipjared by
belng struck by barrows, &:., on plat-
forms ; 2 killed and 30 injured by falling
off platforms ; and one killed and 58 in-
jured from other canses. Of servants of
companles or contractors G were killed
and 982 injared whilst loading, unloading,
and sheeting waggons; 223 were Injared
whilst moving goods in warehouses, &2 ;
3 killed, and 1G9 ipjared, whilst working
at cranes or capstans; 3 were killed, and
322 Injured, by the falling of waggon
doors, lamps, bales ofi@oeds, &z.; b
were killed, and 4063 injured, by falling
off or when getting on or off stationary
englnes or vehicles; 6 were killed and
223 ipjured by falling off platforms,
&c. ; and others were killed and wounnded
by various minor causes- making a total
In this class of sccldents of 52 killed and
3023 injared. Thas the total number of
personal accidenta reported by the rail-
way companies durlng the year was 1186
killed and 8023 injured.
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Alexandria and the Nile Delia.

Alexandria and Its peeple have an
O)}d World aspect, but strangely mingled
With what is new ; and thouogh a moaern
city In comparizon with some others in
Egypt, 1t is historically old. Yet to the
geologist its site, and the Delta on the
marg:n of which it stands, are butof yes-
terday, and the stone, ¢f which the mole
and the houses are mostly built, is also
of comparatively modern date. IExcept
the shafis of columns and masses of stone
brought down from Upper Egypt, there
la nothing here so old as the London clay.
The soft limestone and indurated eand f
the vicinity of the city are of Inte tertiary
age, probably older than the advent
of man. The muil of the Delta stretch-
Ing southwards of the clty is most likely
s depoeit of the historical human period,
What ever Egyptologlsts may make of
muddled and uccertain lsts of Egyptian
kings, many of them evidently unhiator:-
cal, or contemporary heads of local tribes,
the history of Kgypt as a nation mnst
begon after the Deluge. Anything pre-
vious must relate to antediluvian timea,
We may also asenme, on the evidence so
ably eummedup by Rawlineon of the con-
vergence of the history of all the anclent
nationa to a point about 3,000 years . C.
that the dispersion of men after the great
flood Is an event that occurred somewhat
leas than b, 000 yearaago. The only colon
iats who at that time wade thelr way tc
the Nile valley must have found {ts condl-
tlons approximately simllar to those that
exist now, except In regard to the
extent and level of the Delta. Buot we
know from the marks left by the inunda-
tions of that early times that they were
higherthan at presentwhether because of
a greater eupply of water or because of the
bed of the river not belngso deeply cutom
completelylevelled asicafterwards became.
We also know from the monuments that
the early settlements of the Egyptlans
were on the Upper and Middle Nile, not
on the Delta; that the earlier kings
were much oceupied with works of em-
bankment and drainage ; that the Delta,
probably because of its lower level and
lees extent was less Important than at
present. As their history advances we
lind their capital moving from Upper
Egypt to Memphis, and finally to cities
far north cn the Delta,
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A Convict’s Adventures,
Alexander Canlfield, says the New York
World, was employed upen an ice-barge
at the foot of west 1Tth street in June,
1880,and duoring a quarrel,killed a fellow
workman with an ice-axe. He was only
18 years old, and was sent to state prison
for life. He was taken to Sing-Sing,
whence he was removed to the Clinton
prizon and again removed to the Auburn
stato prison. Here young Caunlfield was

Last September, while a gang of

stone fell Into the water, which made a
reataplash. The ery wentup that a man
Emi fallen overboard, This created a

young Caulfield dived from the end of the
boat and swam under water untll he

About two miles from Auburn
the escaped convict prevailed upon a far-
mer to glve him a euit of old clothes, The
journey to DBuffalo was an easy one.
Caulfield wanted to getto New York. He
stole a ride upon a freight train geing to
Albany. Un the way he got into a quar-
rl with the brakeman, who caused hia
arreet at Little Falls, !le waseent to the
Albany penltentiary as a vagrant for six
months, Upon March J he waa diacharg-
ed and came to New York and went to his
mother's house.

He tried to get work, and was upon the
eve of obtaining a good sitoation when
some of his old enemles recognized him
and informed the police. He fled to Bos-
ton,and from there moved to Providence,
where he worked as a laborer. He could
not keepaway from his mother,and so re-
turned to New York a few days ago.
Agaln thepollice werenotified. Detective-
Sergeants Muorray and Maguire went to
the house the other day and captured him.
In heavy handcuffs he was led to Jeffer-
son Market, where he was arrainged be-
fore Justice Gorman as an escaped con-
viet., Canlfield was remanded to await
the appearance of the ctlicers from An-
burn, whn will take him back to serve
the rest of his life rentence. Canlfield
willingly told how he got to thls city.
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Children to Name Themselves.

A farmer fromthe State of Kaness, who
s now In New York on a viait to relatives
and friends, is the proud father of twelve
children. He says he haa bestowed names
on the slx oldest children, bat that the
other six are as yet namelesa, and are de-
signated and distinguished by numbers.
The idea back of thlsrather novel arrange-
ment Is to allow the children, when they
arriveat yearsof dlscretion,tochocse names
satisfactory to themselves, and not to com-
them to go through llife with a name
tened tothem that theyabhor, A great
many people who have been burdened all
thelr LF::. by absurd names would have
Leen glad had they had parents as con-
siderate as this Kansas farmer ia trying to
be.
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Alligator Huntinz in Florida.
The Florida native, a ‘**cracker,” as he

hunting this peculiar
writer in the Pittsburgh Dispatch, and
enterlog his ekiff or “‘dog-out,” places a
zmall Iren grate or cage securely in the
bow. Next he fills the cape with dry
pine knots or *light wood,” and deposlts
a plentiful supply in the bottom of the
hoat. Then with a companion to row
him, he loads his rifla carefully, and
seated in the bow of the boat right behind
the jadk-light givea the order to push offl
Involantarily one feels awed by the sol-

waters of the slogglish and narrow river,
hemmed in by swamp grass ten feet high,
with here and there a tree standing out
like a grim seéntinel In tho waste of eand
and water. Uccaslonally they pass a tri-
butary stream, and Into one of these
small creeks turn their boat, gliding sl-
lently along In the quiet night, with the
moon rising slowly over the tall grass,
Now all is changed. They dart intoa
dense growth of palm trees and scrob
palmetto. The lofty cabbage palm rears
its straight trank aloft, smooth and even
a8 2 muarble ghaft, crowned above by a
glorious foliage, while more humbly the
many other trees Indigenous to this warm
climate stand with trlg:lﬂ funeral looking
Spanish mees hanging in filmy gray
drapery almost tp the water's edge, and
the small patches of ground here and
there visible are covered with poisonous
vines and lovely ferns, Here the “‘crack-
er' gives the order to cease rowing and,
striking a match, he lights up his cagoe of
plne knots, illominating the water many
yards in advance. With his rifle cocked
and in readiness they push eilently
ahoad. Soon what appears to be the end
of a log app a few rode in front, The
boat drifta alowly forward untll the little
sharp eyea of a ** gator” shine forth from
the leg-like head. He Is Immovable,
transfized, as it were, by the bright glare,
and now is the timeto shoot. Alming
carefully, ¢ither at an eye or behind the
fore leg, he pulla the trigger, and the deed
la done. The huoge reptile awakes from his
lethargy. A gurgling roar, like that of a
bull, a violent plunge and powerful lash.
inga of the'tail indicate he has received
his death wound, After this lurry, which
lasts perhaps for half an hour, the bhody
immediately sicks to the bottom. To
prevent this he is socured by arope and
anchored eafely. When a suflicient num-
ber has been shot the *‘eracker'” proceeds
to skin his game. He takes a sharp knife,
and making an lrcieion on either side
from behind the foreleg, removes the
silver-gray skin frown the belly and sides,
the armored skin on the back snd tail
being vseless. Then, securing the teeth.
he retorne home, and after salting the
hides they are ready for the *‘commission
man," who pays the hunter about $2 per
skin,

o
EJEN L aF
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Bound to Beat Bob Ingersoll

In Dale County, Ga., only a tew miles
from the Darboar line, lived a few months
ago an old gentleman who had glven the
best years of bis life to hard work and
freo living. 1le was a freo eater and free
drelnker. Ho waan devoted to his mat-
utinal, ante-prandial and evening tod, and
he did not hesitate to say that & good art-
icle of corn-joice was abont the moat sat-
isfying thing ho ever tasted,

Ha was an eccentrle individual and no-
ted far and wide in the nelghborhood as
being in moat of his ways quite pecunliar.
Well, he dilscovered less than two
months ago that he was approaching his
‘end and began to make his final arrange-
ments. e called his family around his
dylng bedside avd made a last requeat.
He had read how Bob Ingersvll had
employed a secretary to take down hislast
words when the end should come, so that
the Sunday-school and Dorcas society
books could not forge, as he appears to
think they would, a final retraction of his
unbelief. Theintemperateold man would
beat Ingersvll. He determined that his
lastendshould bein keeplog with past acts
of his life and not a denial of hls habits.
Only the lmmediate family waa to attend
his funeral. Others were not expected
and did not attend.

When the cofliin was ready to be lower-
ed into the tomb the eldest son drew the
lid and exposed the face to view. Hethen
moistened the lips of the dead clay with
whlskey froma bottle provided for that
purpsse, took a drink himeelf, passed it to
eash member of the famlly present, all of
whom drank freely, when the death-deal-
ing polson was put in the coffia with the
dust of the intemperate cld man, and his
remalns lald away to await the resurrection
and jadgment.

Tnis was all in accordance with the dead
man's last art!calate request. It ls not a
newapaper cxsggeratlon, but the sclemn
trarh. The reporter has every assurance
that it really did happen.
el <A (——
An Effectual Remedy.

Theophilus Parsons, the most eminent
¢f the chief justicesof Massachuretts, died
in 1813 under circumstancesso pecullar as
to cause sharp comments in the com-
muni'y and differences of oplnlon
smong the doctors, He had been sul-
fering from a general increaslng debility
when he began to be troubled by &h Ir-
ritating homor., This Increased until it
spread around all his body. Tha irritation
was violent and constant, accompanled by
some tever. It harasaed him the more be-
cause it was a new thing, as he never be-
fore hadthe slightest eruption, He could
not eat or sleep, and was wearied and
then ill and kept hls chamber. Dr. Iland,
his physiclan, whose prescriptions thus
far had given no relief, mald one day,
** Therais a remedy, if you like to try it,
which lssometimes ¢ xtremoly efficaclons.”

“ Whas {s It 7' “Water, almost scald-
ing, Take a bath of water just as hot as
you can posaibly bear it, and lie there aa
long aayou can. 1 have known it to care
skin disease almost at once.” The chlel
jastice was ready to try anything. His
son, who put him In the bath, afterward
said It was so hot he could not bear his
hand in It, and that he begged hils father
to have it made cooler. Baot no, he got in
althongh shrinkingand evidently sufferin
extremely, Histayed there an hour
then retarned to his bed. The huomor

appeared to almcst dry up at once,
in a day or two was all gone, and in
woeks the eminent magistrate was dead.

——ﬂ—l—l

A man has applled for the position of
v gaxton " of the Postcffice Department,
This s tomb much ! We suspect he wanta
to lnter the dead letters,

emnity of the scene—the dark brown |

t FROM JEST TO EARNEST.

e

is called, selecta a dark, quiet night for The Wappy Outcome of a Frool-Reader's
game, observesa |

Frank.

One hot night last July, whentheburden

. of proof-reading In a close room In the of-
fico of the Kansas Clty Timea seemad al-
' moat soffscating, when the hot alr of blaz-
| Ing gas-burnersand the stifling fomes from
| fifty jets over typos' cases seamed hc{u.nd
humanendurance, Dick Shanksmight have
been seen working as only night-fiends on
morning papers can work, gazing intently
at the agate and nonpazreil takes, decipher-
Ing bad manuseriptand laborlously con-
triboting his share to make a morning
paper. With fevered brow and tiredeyes
the old copy-holder toiled on throngh the

busy rush of a ** heavy” ht, guzing
throngh his spectacles to ca a turned
‘0" or a wrong-font **s.” About 3.30

there was a slack in theroa of copy, and
while Shanks and his fellow-workmen were
walting for other proofs, he began to tell
how night-work was wearing on him, how
he conld not eleep through the hot &‘ﬂ;
and yet how dependent he was upon
small salary for livelihood! He longed to
leave the desk, and told how he had loat a
fortune in the war and now had to work like
a slave; that he was poor and discouraged
with his condition, and he did not carehow
soon the good angel called hlm to another
world, A few minutes later than this the
proof-reader who sat bealde him came tos
little telegraph ** take" which said some-
thing abouta vast fortune in Kentucky.
Thinking he could have a little fan by in-
serting his companion’s name In the dia-
pateh, the proof-reader added Ina faw
lines on the manifold paper of thedispatch
these words:

“‘The only known heir ¢f the Kentucky
Shanks is R. L. Shanks, a proof-reader,
supposed to be working like a elave on the
Times, "

The copyholder read it and laughingly
put itin his vest pocket, whers it remained
for many months, Ol courese no one ever
dreamed that there wasa word of truth in
the silly prank of a leisure hour, bt it has
now come to light that every word of that
mannfactured telegram s true. Mrs,
Shanks one day found the telegram inher
huaband's vest pocket, and asked what It
meant, Jost for fun he sald it was a true
telegram which he had received. Shetold
a rister-in-law, and thiasiater.in.law wrote
to Stanford, Lincoln Co., Ky., 1o knowif
it was so. ‘Theanswer came that there
wayd a fortune there for the helrs of Davld
L, Shanks, formerly of Virginia ; that he
had at one time owneda nuamber of shares
In aturnpike road. He died In 1841, and
tho annual dividends had acenmulased and
been in the public treasuryever slnce, and
that the heirs could not be found., When
Dick Shanks saw that letter he knew that
hia father, who died just before Dick was
born was theformer owner of those shares,
his name was David L., and he came from
Virginla. The story is a large one, but it
1a enough to say thatsubsequentcommun-
ication withthe State Treasurer and county
ofliciale has placed Dick Shanks’ identity
without a doubt as the helr of three-fiftha
of the entire fund, wki:h has been accnm-
ulating for over forty years. The case is
in the hands of Mr. C. J. Bower, of this
eity, and Dilck will soon have his money.
— | K ansag City Journal,

To Avoid Fires.

The Fireman's Herald condenses Into
small compass a vast amount of usefal in-
formation having atendency to prevent
firer, thuew 8o~

1. Always buy the best quality of oll.
2, Never make asudden motlon with a
lamp elther inlifting it or setting it down,
3. Never put a lamp on the edge of a
table or mantel.

4. Never fill a lamp after dark, even If
you should have to go without a light.
b. See that the lamp wick s always slean
and that 1t works freely in the tube.

6. Never blow a lamp out from the top.
7. Never take a light to a closet where
there are clothes. If necessary to go to
the cluset, place the light at a dlstance.
8. Use candles when posalble when go-
Ing about the house and bedrooms. These
are cheaper and can't explode, and for
mAny purposes are just as good as lamps,
9. Matches should always be kept o
stone or earthen jars or In tin,

10, They should never be eft where
rats and mice can get hold of them. There
Is nothing more to the taste of a rat than
phosphorua, They will eat it If they can
pet at It. A bunch of matches s almoat
certaln to be set fire to If a rat geta atit.

11. Have perfectly good safes In every
place where matches are to be isea and
never let a match be left on the floor.

12. Neverlet a match go out of youor
hand after lighting It until you are sore
the fire Is jout and then itis better to put
it in a stove or earthen dlsh.

13. It ia far better to use the safety
matches which ecan only be lighted npon
the box which contalns them.

14, Have your furnacea examined care-
fully in the fall and at least once during
the winter by a competent person. All the
pipes and flues should be carefully looked
to

15, 1f there are any closeta in the house
near chimneys or flaes, which there coght
not to be, put nothing ¢f & combastible
nature Into them, BSoch closets will soll
sllver and erack crockery and burn bed-
ding. They form a bad part of any house
that contalns them.

16, Never leave any wood near a faor-
nace, range, or etove, to dry.

17. Have your stove looked to fre.
quently to see that there are no holes for
coal to drop out, -

158. Never put any hot ashes or coals
In & wooden receptacle.

19 Be sure there are no curtalns or
shades that can be blown Into & gaslight.

20. Never examine s gas meter after
dark,

R e ool

Bad Habits.

Like flakes of snow, that fall wnper-
celved upon the earth, the seemingly
unimportant events of life succeed one to
another As the snow gthm together, so
are our habits formed. No single flake that
is added t> the pille produces s senaible
change ; no single action creates, however
it may exhibit, a man's character ; but, s
the tempest hurls the avalanche down the
- moun

n, actlng o
three | the elements of mizchief, which n.l.:ﬂu.l

hablits have bronght together |mper
ceptible accumulation, may overthrow
edifice of truth and virtoe,— Eentham,

|

are sometimes great bores,

o and overwhelms the inhabltant
and | und his habitation, so passio

the

It is noticed that men of small calibep

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

Thermometer tubes have to be season.
ed. This requires a year or two. Whan
glaas is new it changea,"expands, contracts
and warpa almost as badly as green wooa,

In Germany they are now trylng a cm-
position of cork, sand and lime, molded
into brickas, for the construetion of light
partition walle, It is sald to exclude
sound better than ovdinary brickwork,
while being light and a good non-condac-
tor of heat.

Experiments have been made in Franoce
with electricity as an agent to prevent
the incrustaiion of bollers, The 8
of acurrent through a boller not only
causes the impuarities of the water to set-
tle as a locse powder, but detachea the
old inernstation,

The rallroad system of Japan has at-
tained a length of 225 mues, and Is In-
creasing steadily. 1t has been mainly
built by the Japanese Government with
native capital. The bunalness resulta up
to the present time have glven no cause

for dissatisfaction.

Some time sgo the discovery was made
by M. Ch. Montigny, by the means of &
beautiful Ins:rument called the scintillo-
meter, that blue largely predominates in
the twinkling of the stars when there ls
much water in the atmosphere, and that
the preponderance of green or violet ia
Indicative of a great drynoeas.

Sulphuric acld will remove spota from
brass that will not yleld to oxalle acld. It
may be applled with a bruah ; but great
care muast be taken that no drop of the
acld shall come in contact with clothes or
skin, as it is rulnouns to garments and to
cuticle. Bath brick or rotten-stone may
bo nsed for polishing, the latter belng
preferable for dellcate work,

Mr. F. W. Clark has exhiblted In Lon-
don & new system of gaa lighting for prl-
vate hoonses by means of recaperative
lamps. By a vemlating sarrangemoent
the lamps consume their own smoke, and
the borners are eo formed that the requl-
aite alr 1a heated to a high temperature
and admitted into the lamps at the point
of {gnition,

Mr. Wolfl's treatment of wrlters' cramp
sooms to be maklug steady progress In
popular estimatldn. 1tconslsts ot & com-
bined application of maseage, gymnastics,
and caligraphle exerclass. Auny suiferer
trom that annoying and distressing specloes
of cramp can devise a special system of
relief by noting the objects almed at by
the method adopted by Mre, Wolll,

When temperlng cold chisels or any
other steel articles heat to a very dull red
and rub with a piece of hard soap, then
finlsh heating and harden In clear, cold
water. The potash of the soap prevents
the oxygen of the atmosphere from
uniting with the steel and forming rust or
black oxlde of iren, Thearticlewill need
no polishing to ¢nable the colors tobeseen,
This will be appreciated when tempering
traps, dles or variona complex forma not
not easy to polish. Never ** upset” acold
shlsel. 1t is sure death to thosteel,

Paper slippera are the latest form in
which paper is introdoced in now Inven-
tions, An Engllshman has patented a
system of manufacturing slippors, sandals
and other coverings for the feet out of
paper. Paper pulp, or paper mache, is
employed for the upper,which is moulded
to the desired form and size, and a sole 18
provided made of paper or pasteboard,
leather board, or other sultable paper ma-
terial, which is united to the uppers by
means of cement, glue, or other adhesive
materlal. The apper la creased, omboss-
ed, or perforated at the instep or sldes,
which rendera them somewhat pliable and
prevents their cracking while in use,
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Fun in a Court Room.

There was a delightful and Interesting
sorimmage In a Texan court-room the
other day. The counsel for the defence
and the prosecotlng oflicer in A murder
trlal came to blows, and were pegging
away, each walting for the other to pro-
duce his pletol, sand the audlence, aa
Is usual at the South, flying from the
scene of the fight, and not, as in other
countries, toward {t. Therenpon the
Judge promptly sprang from the bench,
but as he reached the floor, got a eating-
Ing blow under the ear from one of the
counsel in the case, which ho repald with
a clean knockdown. He then summoned
the jury as u posse to quell the riot, and
with thelr aesistance separated and ar-
rested the combatants, He fined them
260 each for contempt, except the man
whom he had hlmseli floored, and who
had probably completely got over any
contempt of court he had ever felt. No
judlcial ctlicer of high rank has probably
ever played such a part ina court-room
before except Andrew Jackson, who once
had himself summoned from the bench
as & posse to arrest a desperatejcharactor,
who wasa defying the Sherlff ocutalde the
pourt-room, Jackson’s terrible aapect as
he advanced on the ruflian is sald, Io the
Jacksonlan legend, to have so cowed him
that he surrendered at dlscretion,
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An Aeronaut's Terelble Death.

A shocklng accident cecurred at the
circne grounds, Charleston, theother after-
ncon just prior to the opening perform-
ance of Ilchards & Leon's clrcus,
Among the ontdoor attractions was a hal-
loon ascension.  Just asthe ropes hold-
ing the balloon were cast off, the hot-alr
stove used in inflating it was overturned,
and set the balloon on fire. The burning
ballaon shot up into the air at a rapid rate,
with Willlam Iatterson the seronsut, In
the basket. When ashort distance up the
crowd yelled ** Jomp!" but he did not
heed the advice, snd after guing several
hundred feet up the balloon collaspaed, and
Patterson fell to the earth a lifeless maks
of humanity. DP’atterson was 22 years old,
and lived in Wellsville, Ohio, where he
leaves a widow and famlly, Itwas his
first azcenslon. The balloon was totally
consumed.

-

Seas on the Australian Coast.

It is sald that theseas on the Aostrallan
coastare heavler than anywhere elee inthe
world, Forhundreds of miles black, beet-
ling clifts from 400 to 00 feet high, ex-
tend without an opening of any kind into
which a distressed ship might run for
safety. Round the base of these cliffs
the crested hills of angry waves surge
snd roar, awept along with terrible force
by winds born at the southern pole, and
which, eareering over thousands of miles
of sea, have encountered land here for

the first tlme.
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Who Wouldn't be a Lawyer ?

At the close of prolonged litigation over
the affalrs of the Columbis Life Insurance
Company, the deporitors got $100,137 snd
the lawyers ‘Zﬁ,-ﬁﬂ. This 1s Eﬁttr

ood for the Weat, but we can do better
Ewn. In the Marle-Garrison sult, which
has just been mettled, the lawyers for the
plalntiff got §93,760 and the council for
the defence $450,000, Litigation may be

pleasant, bot It s an expenaive luxury.
When a girl Is young she wants nomer-
ous dolls, but when shs grows clder her

wan's iccreaso and ahe desires several dol-
lhrl.




