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Abel dhock W head, for he wae low
g6 and not convineed ¢ !mw v

i heart leped, for ae he ley
Hetemiing to the thin busdng Wew
e e, afil the Klow, MM‘M
llbrmy oft  gused onteide, there
fuint cattle of w chain, o€ if sovie
Wl trrned in hie \mq'nkw rout, - and
Wit dlont agadn, it he started; for «
Kand wae laid apon hie mowth, .5

Hie fived instinot wie 16 selee the owner |

of that hend, to engage in & wnm Wit |
llm(:x bk ; mmt:)h Wi ph«i:d' ab
@ar, and o wolldanowit volte witlepered-« |
(o't makes & sonnd.  Tie these bite of
W ahouk your irons «o of they don'y ret

tle.

Abel canght ot the plecer of doth and |
chnvae thruet into his hand, wad, «tt ;
dp N the durknses he woftly bonnd the linke |

and ""!@" of hie foteore together, htmkly e ‘
5

the
the

ing to brosthe and yot with hie heart boath
trnultuonsdy in hie ancioty to know N
eompanion's plans. ‘.

For an attompt it mueh be, Abet felty |
thongh up to the time of thelr going to vest |
after the day's work Mark had sid nothing |
¢ him.  He wmust have made o sudded |
diccavery, and there wase nothing for it baf |
to ohoy rn overy wity and truet to what wod
B COIe

Ahot folt thic ne he rr?ph”\v knotbed the
s rornd his chaing and a< he wae by
the st kot hoe felt Bart's hand apon
showlder, and hie lipe at his ear

‘Quict, il creep after me. KM‘p tonehe
ing mny foot €0'a pot Lo miss me in ‘h\“ (k\fk{‘

Abet's hoart thumped agatnet hie vibs o
he aboyvoed, taking Haet's hand Grest in o fend
m and thety A o chort iron bar theuef

oof his fingers, .

Then he became conseions from hie come
petion's moveinonts thet he had gone dovd
apon his hande and knvos, and was crawling |
toward the cad of the long, low, stone
watled brilding that sorved ae & dormitory
for tho white daves whose taek was td
enltivate the rorgh plantation tlt they, ae &
rale, lay down and (e from fover of
somp of the ille that haunted the tropid
tand

Just then Hart stopped ehort, for there
wore stops onteide, and & gloam of light
appeired bonsath the heavy door. Votoed
were heard, and the rattle of & soldier'd
muekot

C(hanging guard,” gdd Abel to himeelfy
apd he gmml himeelf wondering whethef
the sorgennt and hie meR wounld enter the

RN,
o GMﬁaMde.m«r«
’sﬂmd ot the lefe, & olink «
We, A% one MR seemed to viee dpon h
Wt andd hig movoment fonsed another
who aleo clinked hie chaine in the darknes
and growled out an imprecation,
All this time Hatd remnined sbeolutely
wiotonlons, and Absl  Hetened with the

perepteation  streaming from him  in the
intensge hoat

then there wae o hoarsely nttered come
mand : the lght faded away, the cound of
the stops Hed out upon the oar : there wid

" clink o bwo of chaing, and o heavy digh
From somne restlocd uh\(\ln\v', and once Mmore in
the black stlonce and stitting heat there wad
nathing t0 be heard but the lond  irampéte
ing burs of the mosquitoes

Roffly a< como large oat, Hart resttmed
Hig oraw '.in“v‘ movoement, attor Nu‘nu‘\in_.! ek
hite log and tonching Ahel on the chest with
hie binee foot ne a <ignal,

The butlding wae guite a hundred feed
tong hy ahout cighteon wide, a mere gatlery
it <hape, which had been tenigthoned  from
the to timoe g8 the nnmher of convicts ine
oreased, and the men had about two thiedy
af the (Hetanoce to teaverss bofore they could
fonch the end, and ot their excossively slow
tate of progrese the time seemed  intormine
alite  before, after several painfal halte,
cavged by movemonts of their fellow pricon:
ere and deend of digeovery, the Anal hald
wae minde. his

CNow then what ie it ¢ whispered Abel,

Phe answer he reccivod wae o hand leid.
At e wosith, and his hoaet hegan to beat
mofe wildly than over, fof Huart conght Wid
ke, drew if coward him, and a€ it wae
yislded, dirocted the fingers downward t6
thie stone lovel, with the Hoor,

\het's hort gave anothor hongd, for that |
gfemie wae looee, and ae it wae proseed aside
16 hoaed o faint gritting, e companien’
hroath soemed to cotte more thickly, wel
froen ocertion, and for the nogt howe  an
hotee that <ooined ke twelvs  Abel lay,
wnehile to holp, bt panting with ansiot
% the _.(rimnﬁ i wonb on, wnd Ko mn{t‘
mentally oo that Bart wos dlowly dfawing
itk vongh ploces of hudly comented stone—
tottgh Fragmente roally of coral and lime
gtono from the aoarcet roef, of. which the
'n-iv.m\ ’-H’(‘ka W "\ﬁ"_

Threo timeas aver Abel had teied to help,
bt the fiem presapee.of his compriion'y
bt forcing him back spoke volnmes, wnd
he substdod intt hie position in the ntter
¢ lencas lstening with hie pilecs throlding
€ cuhdding e the m-n&mg ol wad
. (6 oF the reveres.

At last, afbor what eosmed an age, o faink
Weeath of compiratively cool aie hogan to
play wpon hig cheek, as Hart seomod to work
eteaidity o - That lecath W bteader
andd fuilor, and thers wae & «6ft oder of the
g mtnggled with the damp coalnees of &
breces which had passed over the dewy
ground befors i hogan to set etoadily in of

¢ openrtag at which Bart had «o patiently
worked, for that thers wae o opening wad
plain cnotgh now, af Abel ecultantly felt.

i hie innotion the tortare of the dread
g‘m intenee, and he oy wondering whether, i

6F M got ont, Mary wordd bl be walt
g, oxpocting them, of their offorts prove
#r nve booi vt
UA: ::.et. j.nnt wtmg" l'w felt ne f he eonid

16 o HRget, e hand gtpped W
ta‘ the ehowlder, and pressed rﬁ"mm:{nhﬂw
Ther i the darleneed his hand wae seised
and gdded where it hirdly wantod gutding
for the FOUTE e s Hnngination had pMutiu‘
atl 6 o roieh opening lovel with the m'(‘t‘,
& hiolo little lorger than wight have hestf
inde for fowle to prss tn and ok of @&
petilery yard

Plite d6ne, ek gave Rt o theast witel
Abel tnterproted 1o menn, ¢ Go on, "

bl eeapended with ancther, to tndionts,
(] 6* y( r‘"
@ipped Kim savagely by the arim,
@ ke yielded, ¢ dowly to the hale,
dgwu fe hrenst, and eoft
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It was gheolutoly imph!lnik that
gownt and Mefour wen, whom thel H\ﬁ
foveale | quite plainly te Abel Dell; cou
paes hint waless something wnwenal ocour
ted.  The nt  wae owrryl the
lantern ewinging ot sem'elongth, on his left
gde, | the bottom a« he w«d wonld
only ! . few inches ahove # ‘s
hewd.

Abel kaew ull this, we he proseed hie testh
togethcr te Keop down the agonising feeling
of despuir he felb stready as the men came
on tn o gular pace, with the barvele of the
muskeis and their bayonets gleaming: and
he oxpooteld to hear an exclamation of s
tonishment with the command  Halt "
wheit semething ununensl did he ;

For all at once, just as the back of Abel's
Kead minet have loomed up like o black stone
close by the, sergsant's path, and the vays of
Hght oned on s short, oriep, black hair,
there emme o lond oroaking bellow from
down i the swamp by the creelk, and Dinny
oxolaimed nlowd-

 Hark ot that pow 1"

« Silence in the ranks ! orfed the ser

 geant flercoly s and then, a¢ if the Trishmean's

WOrde Were oon e, he, tuening hie head
ae (i hie men towards the spot whenice the
sound procesded, excluimed, * Whet woe
it

“One of them lavely crockidille, ecrgeant
dear -the swate om{htm. with that plisant
einile they have o' their own.  Harlk ot him
again

The same cronking roar arose, but more
dietant, as if it wore the response to & chal«
lenge.

‘ﬁ“‘f»u‘t it carry yon home ngain, sergeant
dowr I

< Qilonce in the== . How, Dinny " ssid
the sergeant, good-hrdoredly, for the mewn
wore langhing

“CWhy. my mother had & cow & Keorey
o, the datlint- and Fariner Magee, helf &
mile acrosx the bog: had & bull : and you
conld hear him l16ve to her ot to
juet likee that, and moighty plisant it wee

“ And used he to come across the bogy™

waid the «rg«mt, ‘to cotirk her 1"
“C And didt he come noross the bog to c6ord
her !' ssid Dinmy, with & contemptuons

to € in hie veles. ‘“And conld you
ae¥oke o bog coorting if Farmer Mages had
put & ving throngh yonr nose and tied yow
tp to o post, wergeant dear ¢ Oh, not The
farmor wae moighty particnlar about that
nll's moraly, snd niver let him ont of &
night.

“Rjlence in the ranks | “Tention ! swid
the sorcennt,  “ fTaf loft !

Teamp  tramp  tramp  tramp s and the
men passed round the ond of the building
juet ax the alligetor betlowed again,

Abel deew o long breath and rapidly
dreww  himeolf throngh the hole- no  easy
tack - and Bart bogan to follow, but only to
stick hofore he was half way, throngh.

<Pt it ngain, " he whispered. < Natur!
made me crooked of purpose to g6 wrong of
timoe like thie ™

Abel seized hie hande, «# he recalled the
im\i«l\;m at the cottage.

“ Now," hisg L ¥ b
: MM\& he whispered, ‘‘both together

Hart wave himself s wronch a: hig come
panion tugged tromendonsly, and the resfs
tance wag overcome,

“Half my skin,~ growled Hart, u& he
stritgglod to hie feet and stood by hie come
parion.  C Now, lad, this way.”

“No, no: that's the way the seldiord
have gone

“Ht'e the only way, lad. - The degs ard
yonder, and wo conldn't got over (h€ palia.
ade,  Now I

They cropt on i silence, coeing from time
ter time glinte of the lantery, and in the
midet of the «till darkneee matters sesmetd to
bt going <6 oasily for them that Abel's henrd
grow more regtlar in ite prleation, wnd he
Wit juet neking hitmeelf w;'y he had not had
inventien enongh to contrive this evasion,
when @« cleer and familiar voice cried,
CRhtand ' and there wae the click of &
mueketlock.

Whet followed wae almost mementary.

Heart etruek aside the bayonet leveled b
his broaet, and leaped upon the sentry be
fore Wi, c\rh-imz h‘m hackward and  clap-
ping hie hand wpon bie mouth ae he kneld
wpon hie cheet : while, ably seconding him,
M« companion wrested the musket from the
man'e hand, twisted the bayonet from the
ondl of the bareel, and, holding it dagger
wise, proseed it n&:inﬂ the raan's throat.

 Held asdde, Bart," whispered Abel, sav.
igely.

i ‘. No, n6," growled Bart.  No blood,
ad."

e far our Hves and liberty ¢ wiisper
e Abel fiercely.

A 5 JILL L ey wled Hart. [de
«till, weill you [" he muttered, ax fieroely o
hig companion, for the centry had given @
vialent heave and wrested his mouth free:

 Qure, an' ye won't kill & poer bey that
haw, mv&hm." i€ whitpered, piteately.

€ Another word, and it's yorr last 1" hinse
ed Abel,

“Quire; and PIl be ae ddlent o« Pater Mul
lofey '« gor."” wh the sentry
ik it'e w mother [ have over in the owl
conrtry, wnd yo'll lrerke her heart if ye kill
od me,

< Hold your tongue 1 wid Rart

“ Qure, and T will, sor,  ['¢ rot meself o8
wonld stop a couple of gintlemen from escap-
m%, ‘l‘hm"‘: the e, tlemien. Ye've
gt my mutket, wnd | can't ot

< X'Kw. come wlong,” Wwhi “"r?w Rart.

“ What! and leave hirm to give the alarm ¢
aatd Abel. “We're wasting time, man. “Tie
tix life oF onee

‘N0t ot all, cor,” whispered the sentry,
plenctingly.  “ 1 won't give the alerm, on
my hanner ; ad you oan't kill e bo wi&mﬁ
letting lidm just sy, ¢ How d'ye da ¥ and
¢ Which i« the way yender?' to the praste.”

“dhadl we tritet hiv 1 swid Bart, in o low

€t ‘«’ﬁ
“Fhitn takee me wid yo,

3 tlemen. Falx,
v might force e to ga,
here.”

the divil & bit
de | want to 2
“Fank hevs," whis Rart ¢ “¢'« neck

ar nothing, my lad. the alarin
it will l-:g wf'&,mﬂ lvqm‘:::wk ﬂmmgl’v

you,
“And would & Ke 16 alarin
fther he witd_on e b ! 'zn, you

might thiwet me,
éﬁ'zmmmwm
gt the we e

iin?. There, 4
- heving the

“That's it, sor, ¢ the double,”

sontry, v from hie knees, wherve e had
flang hMimeelf. <P wid ye to the end
of mc world. Wew T know, and--"
- e Sflence 1" hesed Abel, an there was the
loud clanging of o bell with the fierce yelp-

of dogs, wn' they dashed off, hand join-
ed in hand, for .he coffes plantation, away
down by the cane-brake and the swamp.

CHAPTER XTI

The Wue and ory rose louder and londer as
the fugitives ram laboviounsly toward the
Jungle-brake.  Lights could be seen; @
signel-gun wae fired, and the little colony
wae up in arme, ready to hunt down the
ONCH oriminale, lost ¢ should take to
the forest, from whenee, & time, they
would issve forth as wild beasts. But in
the darkness of that tropic night there
wottld have been little danger of a recapture
but for those sounds which tald the evading
men that their greatest enemies wore now
wfoot- -those who conld hunt them down
without light or sight, bt would track them
by seent with the greatedt ease.

"‘.rnrk at that, aow 3t mk: ':ho Irishman,
o he van on, y step with the escapin

feoners, ".mo hear the dogs gi'v)i -

1 They haven't got the scent rig
ot, me bogs: but theyll have it soon

p i ye& dow's half rus.”

ceared speaking for wffew moments, and
thient continned apologetically-

« Fadx, and it's meeelf forgot. Ye've go¥
e bithoes aw, and they make it bad rone
hear thedogs ? J¢'s i
back &% home, hefore

| for »eoger, and got sent out here

un, yo divile, run! But, Isay: if we're

tuke, and it comes to a thrial wm'(,‘m&rﬁab
ye€ lenow=be fair to & boy, now, won't ye!

“What do you mean " said Bart,

““ Rem' mber that it was you made me dé-
sart. | conldn’t help myseif; could I

Bart did not answer, but kept on with his
steady, lumbering trot, which was the more
laborions to him from the shortness of hie
fettere making it diffionlt for him to keep up
with hie companions,

“ Hedad, they're well on the scent |” ::3
the Irishman, garing back as he ran; @
it'll not be long before theg're up with uk
What'll we do ot all 2

“Pot said Bart, grafily ¢ < leave you to
tell that cursed brute that we sha'n't wane
his whip any more : for "

“ Hush " cried Abel,

<Ay, | forgot,” said’ Bart nodding hie
head.

CWell have to get up the troes before
the dogs reach us, of it'll he awkward for
the whole three. They'll forget to respect
the king's uniforin in the derk. [t's no
gMd. my lade; they'll take us, and ye've

wd all your throuble for nothing. Faix,
anid I'm sorry for ye, whativer yeo did, for
ite n dog's life yo lead.”

““ Gilerice, man,”’ whispered Abel, ‘Do
you want the dogeto he on us?”

“ Pivil & bit, sor ; hut they'll be down on
e soon widout hearingus talk.  Murther,
bt it's v powerful shensh of shmell they
have. How they are umnim{ on !

Tt was quite true.  The dogs were after
them with unerring scent, and ontfor the
faot that they wore in leashes <6 that those
who held them back might be sble to keep
up, they would have soon overtaken the
fugitives, They were at no great distance
a% it was, and their baying, the encouraging
ghotite of their holders, and the sight of the
lanterns rmngmd falling in the darlenens,
helped the Iriehman’s worde to send des-
peir into the fugitives’ hearte.

“ Qyre, and we're in the coffestree gyan
den 1" said the sentry.§ ¢ Of know it by the
ittle bite o’ buches wll in rows. Thin the wood
jen't far, and we'll get np & tree hefore the
bnetes of doge come up 16 ue.  Hark ot the

ofnat'ril bhastes § sure, it's mpg: t
Muybe they'

think they're going to have:
like to taste « Kelly. "

 Now, Rart, leedl, quick! Shall we ot
him gn“ cried Abeol. -

“ And i« it let me go ¥ said the
oxoitedly.  “ You'd niver he such co o
fet the degs have fair play.”

“dilence |" cried Abel, imperatively.

“Hure it'e motelf that's the most

“ Abel t-<Bart ! Thie way I

“Fo the left, lad,” oried Bart; for they
lind now roached the cdge of .(«‘w ungle §
end just o« despalr wae filling their s
for Mary made no sign, her volce proved her
fidelity by it being herd some distance to
their left. :

CThin it's ol right,” said Dinny, exelted-
ly. < Ye've got friends walting ¥

“ Qilenee, | sy 1 oried Abel,

« Qore, wnd [l hold my pace, and good

L

lnek to ye, for [ heerd the boy's spache, and

tayhe he hae o bowt waiting down by the
wather. "

“ Will yort be silent, man " orfed Abel,
fiercely, as the baying of the dogs incrensed.
“ Hart, wo must not go ow, for it would be

bringing the m upon someone elee”

“ Not it,"” Dinny ; ““ye've by of

mye:.m ho.d Go o -4 and
ok to € s Tt be disap-
pointed afther ail !Og- '

Abel gave w low peculier whistle like &
sew-birde ofy, and it wee not
twenity yards away.

“ Heote, quick " came in the well-kmow
vniolm “f'm here Jump; never mind the
mud

They all jumped together to find them«
gelees in w mirey place where Mary was
T chesaid. 1 ide

“Phie way," ¢ T can gw
direct to the howt Quiek; or the dogs z;“
be up‘mv"\u; !“ e 3 i

 Well donie; bo !"MIM. “Phat's
good. | knew there was o boat.’

CAnd new," oried Abel, tw upon
hitn, "nﬂ‘t with that poweh mm mm

“« Certainly, sor," "
offand handing hie &

“Now, back to your and tell
Ty e ™ ool Dimey; B,

el & ! ¢
theve f\;m‘t w friend among them.

“ Step haek, then, whoever they are.”

““ Bt the dege, sor [

“Curee the

&:«MM«! of the jungle, through
dragged their keepers, who ;
words of cneomragement with oaths and
curtes as they were brought into contacs
with the tangled growth.

But all the same the hunt was hot, and
in spite of Mary's foresight and the manner
in which she gnided her friends, the dogs
were nearly upon them as the boat wase
reached.

“Iu first,” whispered Abel; but Mary

tested and would have hung back had
not Bart lifted her bodily in after wading
into the mud, where he stood and held the
side of the frail canoe.

“Now, Abe,” he wh d.

“J can here them,” shouted & voice.
:' loose the dogs. Seize 'em; boys, seize
m !“

“Here, room for me?” whispered Dinny.
“No,"” ecried Abel M}‘e“’. “ Kee
back !” g .

“T'm coming wid you,” cried !

Bart caught him by the should

“No, no, lad; we're escaping; tuisis no
place you.”

the boat he began to wade and thrust her
from the shore.  ‘“In with you teo.”
Bart said no more, but followed the Irish-

into the muddy orveek, only to yet a few

from the shore, as with & furious rush
he dogs crushed through the canes and
reeds, to stop, breast-deep, barking savage-

“ Purty oveatures ! whispered Dinny,
“Sure, and wo musa't get in yet, or, it wh
must be N\seﬁhor. Push her om.”’

¢ H?;“ there !” oried & loud voice, suddens
k- Vo . Down; dogs! De
hﬂK’ alt !’rm = s
‘“Kape on,” whispered Dinny.
“Make ready !” cried the same volce
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panting, bBart o st
y. and-thon s the vessel threatened
to overs 1 el
“!s\‘ll
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but sver (b

ik e

nedor®™”

ha ;w;‘w} Dinn.v.

VOt R an
Order
marshy Lol a
el with o
Jrose, and barkn
here and thera at i
where their -nlashiu
in the boat, which was v cing pre
|\ and \‘:l!l'!nn\‘!‘\ h.\ Mary., who kel
prow atd thrust a pole she carvie
the mud.
The baying of the dogs
'ﬂg |'ndn'\< through the canes gave the puar
suers some clew as to where the fuyitives

as they kept mak

“Be my sowl, this ien't,” said Dinny, |
ghaking himself free, and seizing the side of |

man’s example, and together they waded on |

| think you are

; and |

Libaneons- |

spot for & bathe ; but I've got to have &

&8 SO0 &8 We out of this into the

“ What for?” whispered Bart.

“ Bekase I'm wet with fresh wather and
mud, and 'm & man who likes a little salt
outside as well as in. kapes off the ugly
fayvers of the Do you want me to
cateh a cowld ¥

« Silence, there !” said Mary, gruffly, from

her place in the prow; and g:l quite an
hewr she toiled on through the intense dark-
ness, gniding the boat from the tangle of
weedy growth and cane into winding canal-
like portions of the lagoon, where every
now and then they disturbed some
reptile, which piunged into deeper water
with a lond splash, or wallowed farther
among the half-liquid mud.
The sounds ashore grew distant, the firing
had eeased ; and, feeling safer, the little
party began to converse in a low tome, all
save Dinny, whese deep, reguiar breathing
told that he had fallen fast asleep in happy
carelessuess of any risk that he niight run.
~ “How came you out here?” smd Bart
from his seat, after another vain effort to
take Mary's place.

“ Rhip,” she said laconically, and with a
hoarse lauch.

“But who gave you a passage?’ said
Abel.

“ Gave !
guite a rough tone of voice.
find friends who would give!
my way ont.”

“COh,” <aid Bart ; and he sat back, think-
ing and listening as the pole kept falling in
the water with a rhythonic splash, and the
hrother an i sister carried on a conversation
in a low tone,

“ [ suppose we are safe now,” said Mary.
“They netvr saw the bout, and they would
hiding somewhere in the

No one,” she said, speaking in
“ How could I
I worked

woods,”’

“Yes : and becanse they don’t find us,
they'll think the allizators have pulled us
down,” replied Abel “Vhere are we
going »

ko
creek,

at v sht dewn to the mouth of this
and round the shore. There are
plenty of hiding-places along the coast.
Inlets an') islands, with the trees growing
to the cdge of the sea.”
‘- And what then ?” said Abel.
“\What then ™ said Mary, in a hal}
wondering tone, : :
“ Yes o where shall wé go 97
vas an intervai of silence, during
boat vitided on in the darkness,
1wl to be quite opauue.
t thou of that,” said Mary,
,nii}“' which .-'nl
Hlontes I omnly thought
bel, and when I had found
1 to escape.”
ught of me,” muttered

*“ Good cirl,” said Abel, tenderly.

“Hush! Don’t say that,” she cried
shortly. “ Whe is this man with you?*
she whispered then.

(ne of the

“Why did ym

« Ve wot bl e

“ORAI hia ¥ sand 2aed hoaasety, for her
hrotlier did not end h :

T
'

N, OpP———

* You must set hun ashore, of course.”
And then ¥

Abel. - I waned to helg

ou have escaped. You

“ Yer, of course,
“* [ don't
you t

mast o the rest,

Know,

Y OSCRPe, alid

a brave, true girl,” said Abely
enthusiustically ; but he was ag: checked
shortly.

“Pon’t say that,” cried Mary, in ag
angry tone
AV hat
he lay ba !

iart ; and
weonderine, while t hoat elid.
ed on, ard there was alony pause, for Abel
ceased speiking, and when his deep breath-
ing took liar:'s attention and he leaned fore
ward and touched - him there was no re-

he mean 2 thought

wonld he: and from time to time, after a

command given to the escaping men to sur

showing where their danger lay.

what was in places little more than liquid
mud fall of fibrous vegetation, and what had
been but o light task to Mary when she wae
sone, proved to be almost beyond her
strength with so heavy « load.

“Are you going right ¥ whispered Abel
&t last, for they were hardly moving, and it
goemed to him that they were running right
in among the growth that whispered and
crenked against the boat.

“ Yes ; be patieut,”’ was the stern reply.

] can see them. They're wading yonder
in the mud up to their waiste,”

““‘There they are,” camne from apparently
cloge at hand, and the dogs burst out more
furiously than ever. ‘‘ Now, them, you
geoundrels, we can see yon. Give up.”

« Faith, and it's a cat he is,”’ whispered
Dinny.  “ What « foine seathry he'd make
for might duty !”

« Qurrender ' shouted the same voice,
€ or we'll blow you ont of the water.”

“The agly, yellow-faced divil I” mutter-
ed Dinny.

« Now, then, come ashore, and I will not
be so sevore with you.”

“ Hark at that, now,” whi sd Dinny
:o"ll‘urt\ “It's o baby he thinks ye, afther

“Curse them! Fire then, sergeant,”
cried the overseer. ‘‘No mercy now.”

“Pown, dogs!” roared the man again.
“ Quick, there- fire !” :

A rattling volley from close at hand rang
out, and it waa followed by utter silence,
&« if those ashore were listening.

“Curss your stupid fellows, sergeant !
Wh‘ dow't you make them fire lower?”

“If they fired lower, we should have hit
the dogs, «ir.”

“Hang the dogs! I wanted
the men. . Now, then, fire again.

There was the rattling noise of the ram-
rode in the barrels as the men loaded, and
once more silence. The sinnous nature of
the muddy creek hid bronght the fugitives
tortibly near to the dense brake : but Mary'’s
mkc romained perfectly motionless, and

was nothing to be done but wait till
the party moved on, when there would be a
chance to get lower down towards the open
son ; while, after the next quarter of amile;
the creek opened outinto quite a little
estuary dotted hy sand-banks and islets of
bamboos and prlms.

“ Now | have them !" cried the overseer,
suddenly. * Bring o gun, sevgeant. I can

k off that fellow eanily.”

“ Faith, and what o foine liar he would
make wid o little training,”  whispered
Dinwy.  Why, I can't even sce my hand
before mo face.”

“ Hueh,” whispered Bart, snd thew he
alf started up in the boat, for there was a
sudden splashing, « shout, and the piteous
mphg and baying of & dog, which wus

on up in chorus by the others ¥

Yelp-— bark--howl,

you to hit

render, a volley was tired, the bricht flashes |
from the muskets cutting the darkness, and |

it was slow work for both parties, the |
pursuers having to force their way painfully |
through the tangled growth, while the hea- |
vily-laden boat had to be propelled through i

v, he's fallen asleep, Mary;” said
Bart, in a whisper.
“ Hush, Dart-—don’t call me that!” came
i from the prow.
“ All richt, my lass !” said the rough fek
i low. * I'll do anything you tells me.”
“Then don’t say * my lass’ to me.”
“1 won't if you don't wish it,” growled
Bart. ¢ Here, let me pole her along now.”
“ No ; sit still. Is that man asleep ?”
“Yes; can't you hear? He's fagged out
like poor old Abel. But let me pole - the
boat. ;
“No: she'll drift now with the current
and we shall be carried out to sea. If the
seople yonder saw nis then they would no$
Lnnw who was in the boat, You have es-
caped, Bart *"
“* Av, we've escaped, my———"
““ Hush, I say !” cried Mary, imperiously ;
and Bart, feeling puzzled, rubbed one ead
and sat gazing straight before him into the
darkness where he knew the girl to be, his
imagination filling up the- blanks, till he
seemed to see her standing up in the boat,
with a red worsted cap perched jauntily
upon her raven-black hair, and a tight, blue-
knitted jacket above her linsey-woolsey
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DR. PETTIS
Australian - Blcod - Purifier

Is made from roots and herbs discovered by a missionary
while travelling in the islands of Austialia, and is the grand-
est Blood Purifier and Spring Medicine in the market. Re-

member our signature is on every bottle, 25e¢. or 5 for 31

AT HIGINBOTHAM'S DRUG STORE,

18 doors from the Butter Market.

SEWING - MACHINES

Best in the market sold by

W. W. IL:- "G AN,

General Agent, Lindsay.

May 15th, 1389.

E GREGORY.

CHOICE SEEDS.

Imported direct from England and France.

Mangold,
Grass Seeds,
Vegetable and Flower Seeds.

Turnip, Carrat,

Corner of Kent and William Streets, Lindsay.

BUILDERS.

Parties intending to build should call and get
prices for

Frames, Sash, Doors, Mouldings,
etc,, ete.

Prices right and satisfaction guaranteed.

INGLE & RYLEY

gkirt, just as he had seen her hundreds of
times in her father's, and then-in Abel’s
boat, at home on the Devon shore.

| and stared. Had he been asleep and dream-
ed that he and Abel had escaped, and tha$
he was in the Dell’s boat, with Mary poling
it along ?

What did it all mean? He wasin a boat,

mouth open, sleeping heavily. On his lef$
was Abel Dell, also sleeping as a man sleeps
who is utterly exhausted {v some terrible
exertion.. But that was not the Devon
coast upon which the sun was shedding its
early morning rays. Dense belts of man-
rove did not spread their muddy roots
ike intricate rustic scaffoldings ow
southern English shores, and there were no
clusters of alligators lying here and
among the mud and ooze. ]

It was true enough. They did escape In
the nigbt, and Mary had been there ready
to help them with a boat; but where was
she now ? and who was this sturdy youth in
loose petticoat-canvas trousers, and heavy
fisherman’s boots, :

Bart stared till his eyes showed a ring of
white ahout their pupils, and his mouth
opened roundly in unison for a time. Then
eyes and mout closed tightly, and wrinkles
appeaved all over his face, as he softly shook

I over, and then, after glancing at Abel
and the Irish soldier, he uttered a low—

“ Haw, haw !”

The figure in the boat swung round and
faced him sharplr, glancing at the two sleep-
ing men, and holding up & roughened brown
hand to command silence. :

« All right,” said Bart, half-choking with
mirth : and then, ‘°Oh, I say, my lass, you
do look rum in them big boots ?”

« Silence, idiot !” she whispe aharplg,-,
“ Do you want that strange man to kuow *

"J:;». not 1, said Bart, shortly, as he
too glanced at Dinny. ‘“But I say, you do
look rum.” -
¢ Rart,” whispered Mary, flercely, and:
her eyes flashed with indignant anger; is
this a time to fool "

All at once Bart Wrigley opened his cyes !

and behind him lay back the soldier with his |

| e Corner Cambridge and Wellington Streets.
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BUILDING MADE EASY

You can buy a 4 or 6 panel door at $1.60.

12 light Window Sash 35c. 4 light Sash 40c.

ALL SIZES BOORS AND SASH ON HAND

also Frames, any size, to order, less than factory prices. Door Locks
and Knobs, 25¢c. Best pure Mixed Paints §1.30 a gallon. Paint
Oil. White Lead. Glass 8x10, 25¢c. per lozen; all other sizes
‘ in proportion.

Powder, Shot, Cartridge and Shells at Whole-
sale Prices.

I have a few double barrel shotguns at $6.75, A1 value; also 360 dozea
Pocket and Table Knives just to hand from manufacturers, Shetfield,
and will undersell any house in town.

Brick and Plastering meels, Cement, Hay, Coal, ete., etc.

Prices will be made to suit pnrcht:iers. A call and comparison

R.D.THEXTON

“JOB WOREK

of all descriptions neastly and promptly

done at ‘“The Warder” office.
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