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you wonlll ramembeor hot name or face,
we § aesiniod  that chatacter in order to
try the offect of iy disguiso npon you. '

C“Yon aré & wondorful notresa.. You
wonlid make vour fortune oun the stage. '

o vou think =857 What o sonsation
tt wonld cnnes in the east! Bub now te
bueinect) Ao we may not bave another
epportunity, -lot nerce that our plans
ootnctde. By the way, the Frenoh boat
toaves tomorfow afterncen for Ringa<
pore. You have booked yoar passage of
contee!'’ :

f nodded nseont, and shé continuned:

Y o must board het alone. We shall
> Jotun just before she saile. When we get
#0 Singapore, wo must deive separately
to the Mandalay hote] and figure theve
tn the Light of casual traveling wo-
qnaintanced: Bofore you have been to
the place La!f o day you will probably
have boon introduecd to Me. Kbbington,
the man wo wast He will see you talk.
v to moe. and by hook ef oreok yon
must introdacs bim to me,.  Whatever
Jou doodon't fosget, however, that my
wamme ie Sandorcon. . Having done thie,
brave the ro-t to me. Do you think you
thoroughly understandr’’

“Theroughly, '

That's right. Now let ue be getting
kome.  Tomorrow we mmuet be early
astie ' - :

Wo continved one walk and in five
minntes had bado ench other good night
0 the hotot gardone and separated.

By sundown nest day we were en
board the Mues<agerion Matitimes eom-
fmn’"l bond, steaming out of Tﬂnjm,
tiok barbor, bound fop Mui: re.
Joined the stoamer some time m. her
advortived eatling hour, but it wae close
wpon the time of her @eparture when
Alie and hor companion made their ap
Poatance. T

tw ¥ capacity of casnal aoquaintance
b raieed wy bat to them s they came
ay the gangway. but did not do meofe.

They wenb bolow, while T stald on deck,
Watching the business of getting under
way ‘ '
dust ne tho laet sign of the coast line
Qicappsared bonoath the waves some oue
oo ap and stood beside me. On look:
teg eoimd ( @iscovered that it was Alie.

CHO yow amaneged to get on board
eafely. ' ehe enidl after the usnal polite
preliminatics had been gone through.
HOut euerprice hae now falely started,
and it we have erdinary luck we ought
:1' boable to oatry (4 throngh success:

uwily " ,

‘Lot ue hope that we ahall bave that
teok then ' Lanewered. * But | confess
t trernblo when [ think of the risk you
are funving in appearing in & place like
Singapors, whore you have so many
enemiee " ;

YEven dieguteed pe Mica Handerson,
the Awerioan heitem? No, you cannotl
freat it B you think that, what wit!
Fou say b6 wnother plot | am batohlng '

fAnether? Good gracioue! And what
te this one to ber!

“UListen and you sball learn. Three
youate ago, in a cortaln feland of the
eouth Paocific, thore wae & man-=an offi-
etal holdiug » high office ender govern«
Mmekb=awho very nearly got nto serious
tronble.  The charge againet him was
that by his crders twe mative women
had been flogged 10 death. By some
teans he managed to dleprove 1t and t¢
esoape  punichment, bub the fee
againet him wae co bitter that if wae
thought adeisnble to transfer him else-
wheto.  You would have imagined that
that lesson would have been enough for
him. " Not s bit.  On the new ieland he
began Me reign of tyranny Itdl. and
OBCH more a doath cecurred, Thie time,
hewever, the tictim wae & man. The
Authorities at howe were |
appealed (o, with the resalt that an fa-
Quity wae held, und bie retention on that
teland was aleo oousidered injudicions.
e Wyt removed from his high estate.
That wae ull. e had murdered, I re-

| Pomoved sat back and casually took

in
parted

it tht that man boasted publicly that
fi":.. canght me he would—but there, 1
dare not tell you wimt he said he

do. Now Mommm I::. .:. M“ in-
. .“d 3 n
nmmwemmcmn .
m«uu.mmu the mailboat
tovchfng at Singapore next week. "’
“And what de you intend to do?"*

"~ “It is my intention, if possible, to
cateh bim, to punish M as he desorves
and by so @g:g to teach him 'a lesson
he will rem®uber all his life.**
CHAPTER IX.

HOW, WE SUCOREORER IN OUR ENTERPRIEE,

On arrival at Singapofd wo took rick-
ehawe and drove divect frem thoe wharf
to tho Mandalay !g'el, a palatial white
building of two stories, boasting vivid
grecn shutlers om overy window and
bread. lngurions verandas on overy floor.
1 was the first to reach it, and, rewem-
bering wy position of casual acqaaiat:
. auoe, I booked a room for myself, leav-
fug Miss Sanderson and her,corupanion
to follow my example when they shonld
arrive, ;

- It was then late in the afterncon, and
by the time we had theroughly settled
in night had falles and the prel
Aressing gong bad sounded for dinnes.
8o far T bad seen nothing of the person
~of whom we were in seareh, but I did
not doubt that at the evening meal f
should bscome aoquainted with bis
whereabouts, even if [ did not actually
meet the man himeelf.

The dining room at the Mandalay is
&t the rear of the hotel and lecks out |
npon a charmiagly arranged garden. |
Innnedintely wpon my eutering it o |
waiter oamo forward and conducted me |
to my place at a table near the window.
On sy left wae sented a portly, red
“facedt geatleman. whe, 1 discovered
later, wae an Knglish mérchant of con-
siderable atanding i the place. The
! ohaif on my right was vacust, but be-

fore we had dismiesed the tiret course {8 ‘
was taken by a man who, sy fnstiaod |
told me, was none other than Mr. Eb- |
bibgton himeelf. Why 1 should bave
come to this conclusion 1 eannot ex-

ain, but that I did think so and that

was right in so thinking I discovered |
& minute or two later, when a question
was addressed to him by an acquaint-
anoe on the othor side of the table. I
eoutinucd the coures without betvaying |
sy esciloment, and when my plate was |

stock of him.
From Alie's account and some kind |
of preconceived notion ae to what sors ‘
of appearance such n dastardly mmr,
should present | had expected to see o |
soall, sbifty eyed. villainous type of
map, wearing on bis face seme token of
h::;um But in place of thet I dlscev-
ered a stout, well set up, not unbhand-
#omo wan abont 40 years of age. His |
eoinplexion was somewhat florid; hie |
eyeo wero of an unvertain hue, between
#ray and steely Line: he had a
Bounced nose and & heavy, almost dou-

| hesitating mode of epesch I should bave

ble chin. Indeed, had it not been for his

been inclined to put bim down for a
military man.

Daring the progress of the meall
found as epportunity of dolng bim seme
emall service, and on this meager intro-
duotion we foll into a desultory comver-
sation, which embraced Singapore, the

latest news from Kngland and the pros-

su»n of & war between Chiua and !
nsn. m dinner was over, I rose ’
and follo im into the veranda, of-

fered him & chereot, which he acoepted,
And gonted royeelt in & lounge chair be-
side hiwm, ¢ had unot been smoking
five mivotes before my eweethoart and
her companion paseed close to where we
&t en route to their roome A she
Game opposite to me Alie stopped.
‘‘Qood eveniung, Dr. De Normanviile, "
ahe said. ‘‘lan’t this botel delightful?’
I rase and nttered an appropriate re-
tx.‘n the same time noticing that Eb-
ton was takiog thorough stook of
ber. Then after another commonplace
OF two sle bowed and passed ou her
way. [ resumed my seat, and for nearly
& minute we smoked in silence. Thea
Ty companion, who had evidently been
carefully thinking his epecch out, said
with that pecnliarly ai t utteratioe

which, ae I bave said, was habitual to
bim:

“You'll exoues what | am going to
say, I hope, but o friend and 1 were
having a little disoussion before dinuer.
The rowmw tells e Mise Sanderson,
the Amer
house. 1

“Yes. ehe fe Mis Sanderscn,'' I re-
plied. ‘‘You do not know her, then?"

‘“‘Never eaw hor before in my life,**
wae bie reply. ‘' Pieces of good fortune
like that doun't oftem ocour in Singa-
::Q. If they did, few of us would be

@ very long, I csn assure you. Bui
perbape 1 am talking in too iliar &
#train gbout your friend? If eo, you
must ive me. "'

“Indecd, no!" 1 answered.
tronble yourself ou that score. I trav-
eled up with them from Batavia in the
hn:h, boat that arrived this afterncon.
mmumum.dmaum
Seems very pleasant and, as you have
m"h evidently inclined to be

“Mhu«-hamnhomq /

I suppose?™* he coutinued. **Since Vesey
a@-” plotely taben
Joot of . :
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whether

sufficiently intimate with her to take
the liberty of ng you, but, as 1
said just now, she seems a jolly sort of
girl and not inclined to be standoffish,
g0 if ever I get am opportumity I den's
mind ﬂskin' it. Now, I think, if you'll
excuse me, I'll sy good nmight. That
wretched old bucket of a steamer rolled
#o all the way up from Tanjong Prick
[that I have bardly bad a wink of slesp
these three nights past.’’ :

‘‘Good night and thank you vefy
&ach for your com . Glad to bave
wmet you, I'm sure.”’

Next morning, asscon as breakfast
wae over, | went down into the town,
shopping. When I roturned about 11
o'clock, I diswovered Alie and her chap-
eron sitting in the veranda, waiting for
a donble rickshaw which one of the ho-
tel toys had gono out to procure. Eb-
bington was ‘seated in a chair near by,
and evidently seemed to consider this &

apportunity for effecting the intro-
wction he had proposed the night be-
fore. ] entered into conversation with
him for a few moments, and then,
croesing the veranda, asked the ladies
in which direction they contemplated
going.

'?“ﬂmo do you think?’ said Alile,
with her best New York accent. ‘' Well,
first I guess wo're going to look for a
dry goods store, and them I reckon we'll .
juet take a pasear round the town.*’

“You should go and see Whampoa's
garden,'' 1 said, hoping she would un-
derstand what I was driving at. *‘They
tell me it's one of the sights of the
’lm. " %
‘‘But how do you get there?”’ asked

I'Alto. her quick perception telling her

my object. *‘We mast know the way, I
reckon, before we start, or we'll juss
get lost, and then you'll bave to call out

all the towa to find vs.”

‘‘One moment and I'll inquire.*
Ebbington, baving overheard what
had passed betweon us, as I intended he
should do, had risen, and no:‘?wmb-‘
ed a«. I turned to him and 3 :
‘“‘My friends want to find the way to
Whampoa's garden, Mr. Ebbington.
Ceuld you direct them? But first per-
baps I ocught to introduce you. Mr. Eb-
bingtou, Mrs. Beecher, Miss Sander-
”ll- " i a
Tbey bowed politely to each other,
and then Ebbington, baving begged the
ladics’ permission, gave instructions in
Malay to the rickehaw cooly, whe by
thia time bad drawn up at the stepe.
Tendering their thanks to him, they
stopped iato their conveyance and were
drawn away. :
When they had disappeared round
the corner. Fbbington crossed the
veranda and, sitting down beside me,
favored mo with his opinions. Even in
this ehort space of time the charm of
the heircss seomed to have impressed it-
self upou bim. Though inwardly writh-
ing at the tone bo adopted, I had to pre-
tend to bo interested. It was a difficuls
matter, however, and 1 was more re-

lieved than 1 can say when be remem- .

bered business elsewhere and betook
himself off to attend to it. So far all
had gone well. The bait was fixed, and
it would be surprising now if the vie-
tim did not walk into the trap so art-
fully contrived for him.

+ That evening after dinner I fell into
casual conversation with the pro
of the hotel, and it was not until

cape from him and get into the veranda.
When I did, to my surprise I found the
ladies reclining in their chairs, Hsten-
ing to the conversation of Mr. -
ton. He wasregaling them with a high-
1y colored acoount of his experiences in
the east, and from the atten..on his re-
marks were receiving it was evident he
wae doing ample justice to his subject.
1 pulled a chair up beside Alie and lis-
tened. Within five minutes, however,
of my arrival be introduced Nir..Vesey's
lur. and instantly she stopped him by
saying:

‘‘Now, where have I heard that name
before? It seems somebow to be very
familiar to me."

‘‘Perhape you've beard the story of
bis abduction by the Beautiful White
Mx.b'; l:l:l o who saw that I
was about to speak and was anzicus to
forestall me.

mw
“No, I guess mot, " u:‘w:«l Al‘i:.
Vesey of Wall street, who operates coc-
siderable in pork. But tell me, who is
this Beautiful White Devil cne hears
#0 much about anyway?* i
n:.l'ot l‘?um but I beld my
peace a ton's tongue run
riot with him. o

pluming himself

.Mlm llo‘:ut-

‘‘Some say a European

lady of title ) mad on Ca Mar-
tnjclt'&n.luuell. Olhlﬂm aver

\

mtlyr
thhmhmﬂnﬂmu«lbu- :

[
L]

plish with this vast wealth when she
bas ft, do you think, Mr.
Ebbington?’ said the quiet voice of

*‘Good I”” that wretched being replied,
quite unconscious of the troubleghe was
beaping up for himeelf. ‘‘Why, she
never did a ha’porth of good in her life.
No, I'll tell you what she does do with
it. It is well known that she bas a ren-
dezvous somowhere in the Pacific, a

are enacted between her cruises thas
would raise blushes on tho cheeks of an
Egyptian mummy.*’

*‘You are evidently very much preju-
diced agaiost her,” I answered hotly.
*‘Now, I bave heard some very different

lying was
mere than I could stand. In apother mo-

trol of my-
self and ten chances to ome have ruined
everything. Why did you do it
‘“‘Because I wanted to find out how be
; was in the habit of talking about me.
That was why. "

““But do you think be was really in
earnest? May it uot have been anly a
mask to eut any pne from suspect-
ing thas ¢ i3 your agent in this

“No. He meant it Of that theye can
be no doubt The man, I can see, for

to quarrel with me.’*

‘“When do you mean to make the at-
tempt to capture him?"’

*‘Qn Fridey ovening—that is, the day
| after tomorrow. The new admiral will
i be bere on Saturday morning at latest,
and I must anticipate him, for I bhave
learned that Ebbington received a note
from the autharities tifis morning, defi-
nitely fixing the bour for the interview
' at 11 o'clock. He need make mo
ments, however, for he won't be there.”

‘I8 will be an awful momeat for bim
when be realizes who you are. I woald
loth.!n_hhm for all the gold of

‘“You would mever have acted as be:

' has done, ” she answered softly, turning

, her head away.

This was the opportunity for finding
out what she intended concerning my-
self, so I drew a 1ittle closer to her.
| “Alie, Y said, ‘‘the time has now

ocome for me to sk you when you wish
' to sy ‘Goedby’ to me. I have done my

professional work for you, and on Fri- |

|
I

i
|

|

4Again Ebbington saw his chance.
day I shall have assisted you to the very
best of my ability in the matter of this
wretched follow. What am I todo thea?
Am I to may farewell to you kctecr
what?*

Her voics had almost a falter in it as

tropical island, they say, where scenes ;

" freedom for which I could bave kicked
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and egcort. It
he ‘bad donned &
in honor of tie oceR-
sion, I saw that he wore a sprig of
Japonica in his buttonbele. From his
-mu I ouncle:dd that hb.o“ -YOrY
we. himself, but wheth-
& bé Woild hive beeB &uite e oon-
fident had -he kmown who bis fsir
friends really were was quite another
ihatter and one upox which I could only
#onjecture. :

We spent the afterncon with tae
ladies in the garden and at thoir réquest
remsined to take tea with them. . Dar-
ing this al fresco meal, which was -
sided over by Miss Sdinderson he :
3y companion stated that it was his de-
sire to arrange something a little out of
the common for the ladies’ amusement.

‘“What shall it be?” be asked with
the magnificence of an ariental poten-
tate to whom all things are possible.
*“A picnic? But that is not mnch fun
bere. A dance? But it’s too bot for that.
Wkat would you like:"’

Alie seemed to redect for a fow mo-
ments, and thea she said, with an ap-
pearance of animation:

“Do you really want to give uvs a
treat, Mr. Ebtingten? Then I recken
the nicest thing you can pessibly Co on
these hot nighta would be to take us for
& trip on the water. I know Mrs.

thinks g0 toe. Now you just
get us a launch and trot vs round. I
guess that’ll be real delightful.*’

She clapped her bands and appeared
to be 8o pleased with the idea that,
whatever he may bimself have thought
of it, there was nothing for Ebbington
€0 do but to assent.

““We’ll take some supper,’’ she con-
tinued as if & mew idea had struck her,
“and you gentlemen shall bring your
cigars, agd we’ll spend a delightful
eveaing. I'm fonder of the sea than you

to be their sole cond
was noticeable tha
gew suit of cloth,
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can think. But Ido just wish you could
see New York harbor. You should ses
Newport, too, where my papa’s got a
cottage. It’'s real fine.”’
;  After dinner that evening Ebbington
i reported that he bad engaged a stiu.u
launch and also that be bad ordered the
; sapper. Thereupcn to emcourage bim
| Miss Sanderson prefessed herself to be
' Jooking forward to the trip more than
she bad ever dune (0 anything else in
| her life.
i _ Acocordingly next evening immediste-
- ly after dinner we eaw that onr charges
were carefully wrapped up, chartered
vickshaws and set off for the harbor. It
. was o lovely night, with a young moon
Juet showing like a silver sickle above
. the roofa. We were all in the bighest
spirits, altbcugh I must confess my own
Were not unmizxed with a alight dash of
nervousness as to what the upshot of
our excursion would be.

1 bad noticed all through the even-
ing, and, for the matter of that, through-
out the day, that Ebbington’s manner
toward Alie was every moment grewing

; more unpleasantly familiar. By the

. time be had completed his first bottle of
champagne at supper it was about as
much as I could stand. Indeed, twice
"be called her by her assumed Christian
name, and once be tricd to taks her
Band. Remembericg, Lkowever, what
would follow later, I kept a tight rein
upon myself and did not allow any ex-
pression of my feelings to escape me.

| *“*After all give me American girls,”’

our hero was saying, with an inseleat

him, as he lit his cigar. ‘‘There’'s none

of that stand offisbness about them that
! there is with our English women. You
' can say more to them without their be-

ing offended and wanting to call their
. fathers in to you.”’
| *You mean, perhaps, that we are
. more good natured,’’ said Alie. “I'm
afraid, bowever, we're scmetimes un-
wise encugh to permit people to become
familiar on a three days’ acquaintance,
and that's a very foclish thing.'’

““Ob, come now, Miss Sanderson,”
said our bhost, uncorking another bettle
of champagne, filling up Alie’'s glass
and then belping himself liberally. ‘I
think that's a little severs, isa’t it?
One thing I know, though, you doa’t
mean it, do you?!"’

*I am not so certain of that,*’ she re-

ied. “‘It’s just possible that I may be
compelled to do s0. But let us talk of

i
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