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gwetng thet | meant to dodge, be also
siated; and & moment of two passed in
2% 4l hic part ond corresponding move«
swess Gpon ming It was such &
1 Bad ofton played at home sbout the
& Black Hill Coves but never before,
sty be eure, with sueh a wildly
et ae now,  Still, 8s [ day, it was s
Seeo, ant [ thought | could hold my own &t
£ vgeif 0 ekierly seataan with & wound«
a2 high,  lodesd, my courage had begun to
e 0 Kigh that I atlowed myself a few
oo tng houghis ow what weuld be the end
& he aftair: and white | saw cortainly that
£ se 64 spin it out for long, 1 saw no hope
f cuy ulthoate escapl.
Wil while things stood ihus, suddenly
foe Foicnaniola struck, staggered, ground for
e bt o the sand, and then, swift as &
1o ¢ wantod over to the port side, till the
g ¢ sonad at an angle of forty five dogTees,
#8 £hoi! & piincheon of water splashed in<
& ‘e enppor-holes, and lay I & pool be«
secen the dech and bulwark
We were both of ue capsized in & second,
#¢1 Loth of us rolled; almost . fato
€. copretag the dead ted<ap, Wwith his
g8 ehil. spread out, tumbling stifty after -
W So peat were we, indecd, that Wy head
amese agy st (he coxswain'e foot with &
e that  aade my tecth fattle. Blow snd
L. i wa< fthe first afoot againg for Haads
Mt got thvolved with the dead body. The
et it canting of the ship had made the
gee) o place for ranning on; I had to tind
e how way of escape, fixl that npon the
® <or . fof MY 166 Was alinost touching me
e o thought, 1 eprang into the foizien
cer e, Fattiod up band over hand, aad did
wof e @ Dreath Uil 1 wae scated on the
Aot (Ol :

¢ nael bosn eaved by bolng pt; the
g Wad etruck not half & foot W W6, &8
wowirenet my upward Righty and there
g@sed Ferael [lands with his mouth open and
g €0 uptuthed 16 Ming, & periec siatue
L coppeise and disappolntiaont

<ow that | had & moment to tayself, 1 -
3! 16 M6 in changing the prifing of my
gretal and then, having one ready for 6TV«
v and 10 make Rssnfance coudbly SUTe ) §
S ccjel to draw the lowt o6t the othet,
@t £ooharee it atrosh from the beginning.

&, nen omployment struck Hands wil of
& et he begah to see the dies going
agw! hime and after ah obvlous Lesitation,
et oo hatled himself heavily into the

e el s, snndd, with the ¢itk in his teeth, be<
o oty and painfally o monak s cost

& sve ot 6f Bims and groans to haul his

ever s fod | of bohind himg aad | had Guietly

i ok sl By ateandoments botors he was
.' e & uvipy thatt & thiggd of the way Wp.
vt & pustol (0] €lther haad, 1 ade

B ! by
4 ‘ehme mot Stop, M flands” said [ “and
ee s ¢ B abiv Four btates ot! Doat men don't
e 66 e, yon know” §added. with & chuekle
e ge e gtopnod inctar iy | conil see bY tie
e ORI of hit faes et he was teving to

v fhe process was so elow and

@ aemeiou Shalk i my Rewdomiet seourity, i
A fomes i oni. At Mo Wwith & svatlow of
st 8 e e spoke hit fece stk Wikt the
ot e e aasisn 6f eXtEeTRe PorpleKity. in

fogeeier i wBk B had te i the S Ger
§ W"'»\' ekt g .“" ‘h .u (’M l& ’Q“‘fv\‘m
PR <
e tavehe, “1 reckon we're fouled
-wer ar | vl ol WO havo to eign articles

b red hote bt yan bRt far that thete lnreh ¢
roxres wad § o on't heve tiwok. not 1y aud 1 rockon
et 650 MR 10 slEike: Whieh eotacs hard, you
gen. £ @ wiestor mariner to @ ehip's younker
' G b, Jim" ;
@l ¢ dwe dinking fn hie words and emiling
L atgeed 8 48 obftesited 18 & COCK BpON W walk,

witew. il ti & Breath, bwek went his right
o et aor his Ehoulder. ‘Sommething sang
@B i Brow o the'sirs 1 fojt & blow
@S 4 mos o Wheep pafie, and there 1 was
W e by the shonldet (dthemash In the
®it o Seecqf plin and surprise of aoment—=l
i@ « ean 84y It waa by'my volition,
M e f oom silfe Tt was without & conecious
et g Both Y pidtole went c.u.mmm o8
ou ik gt gt (‘47&& hiv e ‘l‘he;’ not fall
O o e with ot ehaked ery the WOXEWaIn
rouds, sud
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1 began to see & danger
Jibe [ apeedily doused and brought tumbling
to the deek: but the mainsail was & harder
matter. Of course, when the
canted over, the boom had swung out-board,
and the cap of it and & foot or two of sail
hung even under water. 1 thought this made
the strain was 0
heavy that I half feared to meddle. At last
I got my knite and eut the halyards.
peak dropped instantly, & great belly of
joose canvas floated broad upon, the water,
and sinee, pull as [ liked, T could not budge
the downhalls that was the extent of what J
conld sceomplish. For the rest, the His
panioly must trast fo Iuek, like myself.

By this time the whole anchorage had
falten into shadow—the last rays, | remem-
ber. falling thronsh a glade of the wood,
and shining briaht as jewels, on the
mantle of the wreek. It began
the tide was raphily fleeting
schovner settling mote and
beam=civis

I scequn led forward and looked over.
eoemed scatlow enough.
et hawser i hath hoands for a last
J lot miyeef diop sofily overboard.
toF scareey Feachied my walst; the
firm and covered with
waded ashore in great spirits,

H fola on her side, W
trailing wide upon the

About the same time the

down and thoe breeze whistied low in
dusk among the tossing pines.

At loast, at ! at last, I was off
had I returned thenee empty-handed.
lay the scho.ner, cleaf at last
neers and ready for our OWR
and get to = «gain. | had nothing

Lome to the stockade
Possibly 1

:
g g5k

il

clinching answer, and
Captain Smollett w
lost my time.
S0 thinking, and in famoys spirits, 1 be-
gan to set my face homeward for the block-
house and my companions, 1 remembered
that the most easterly of the rivers
drain into Captain - Kidd’s anchorage
from the two<praked hill apon my .
I bent my course in that direction
might pass the stream while it was
The wood was protty open, and
along the lower spurs, I soon
coner of that Lill, and not long atter
tor the midcalf actuss the watercourse.
T s brought me near to where | had
conntered Ben Gunn, the maroony and
witi k<l mote eircumspectly, keeping an
on every side. The dusk had come
and complotely. and, as | opencd out
el betwoen the two peaks, 1 became
of & wavering glow against the
a< | judged, the man of the faland
fnge Riis supper before & roaring
yot | wondered, in my heart, that
show himself so careloss. Forifl
this radiance, might it not reach the
silver himself when he camped
shore among the g
Gradually the night fell blacker;
all I could do to guide myself even
‘ double
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[ drew neater. my heart was suhlbaly and
great.y fichiened. It is not . p! aantnoise
in itself, and . Lave ofien compiiid of it

Lut just then & was Jike

musie to hear wy friends snoring ¢ g ther so
joud and peace!n! in their sleer. The w3
ery of the Walch, that beautiful “A: s wek”

:

1
il

i

F
|

§it

H
L |
it

L

8§

g g
i
5

7

:
d

:

i
-

i
gEF

-5

"
i

£
:
i

|

2

:
it
§

g
4
E

1L
&7

ity

I

8¥
b

»

«fs that all”” 1 asked.
"Wcl!..u’ullyu’ntohut. my son,” o

Let the worst come

care. [I’ve seen too many die since 1 fell in
t_hue'sathingonwolhﬂe

1 said. and by this time I was
“gnd the first is this: here

bad way:
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court tor piracy, I'll save you-all 1
t is for you to choo-e. Kiil another
yourselves no goud, or spare me and
a witness to save you from the gal-
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ding some apoiozv. *

said on>. “Fo'¢’s’le couneil,” saki Morzan.
And so with one remark or another,
marehed out, and left me and Silver alone

Egag.
HHH

chance.”

He hobbdled to the toreh, where it stood
propped among the firewood, and took a
fresh light to his pipe.

“Understand me, Jim,” be said, returninc.
“P’ve a head on my shoulders, 1 have. I'm
on squire’s side, now. IKknow you've gt
that ship safe somewheres. How you done
it. I don’t know, but safe it is I guess
Hands and O’Brien turned soft. 1 never
much believed in neithor of them. Now you

_mark me. 1 ask no questions, BOt I won't
let others. I know when a game’s up, 1 do;
and I know a lad that’s stwaeh. Ah, you
that’s young—you and me mizht have done
a power of good together!”

He drew some eognac nto a tia canikin.

“Will you taste, messmy-?’ he asked;

_and when I had refusad: ~Well, I'll take a
drain myself, Jim,” sail he. “I need a
eanlker, for there’s troudl: on hand. And,
talking o’ trouble, wiy did that doetor give
me the chart, Jim™ .

My face expressed a wonder so unaffected
that he saw the neediessness of further
questions. ¢ iR

wAh well, he dil, thouzh,” said he.
«And there’s somet..ing. surely, under that,
Jim—bad or goo:l.”

And he took another swallow of the
brandy, shakinz his creat fair Lead like @
man who looks forward to the worst

CHAPTER XXIT.
THE BLACK SPOT AGAIN.

The council of tue buccancers had lasted
some time, when one of them re-entered the
house, and with a repetitior ¢I the sane sa-
lute, which had in my eyes an ironical air,
begged for a moment’s loan of the toreh.
Silver briefly agreed: and this emissary re
tired again, leaving us tozether in the dark

“There’s a breeze eoming, Jim,” said Sil
ver, who had, by this time. adopted quite @
friendly and familiar tone.  ~

1 turned to the loophole nearest me and
looked out. The embers of the great fire
bad so far burned themselvcs out, and now
glowed so low and duskily, that 1 under
stood why these conspirators desired a torch.

" About half.way down the slope to the stock-

ade, they were collected in a group; one
held the light; another was on his knees 1D
. their midst, and I saw the blade of an opeD
" kmife shine in his hand with varyinz colors,

make out that he had abookas wellas @
knife in his hand; and was still wondering
how anything so i had come in
their possession, when the kneeling tigure
rose once more to his feet, and the whole
party began to move together toward the
house.

they come,” said I; and 1 returned

" to my former position, for it seemed beneath

-yd'n_',nitymnheyshonldﬁndme wateh-
ing them. i

“Well, let ’em come, lad—let ’em come,”
-ﬁsn:er.ebeeﬁly. ["ve still a shot in my

TH

to be sure: like print, I swear. Your hangd
o write. George? Why, you was gettin’
quite a leadin’ man in this here crew. You'll
be eap’n mext, 1 shouldn’t wonder. Just
obliz» me with that torch again, will you!

this pipe don’t draw.” :
«C..me, now,” said George, “you donm’t
ool this erew Do more. You're a funny
your account; but you’re over now,
magybe step down off that barrel,

Belp vote.” :

you said you knowed the
returned Silver, contemptuously.
,if you don’t, 1 do; and 1 wait
Pm still your cap'n mind—til}

ak

as was 2
me the black spot the day we landed,
and began the dance? Ab, it’s afine danee
—P’m with you there—and looks mighty like
a hornpipe in a rope’s end at Execution
Dock by London town, itdoes. But whe
done it? Why, it was Andersor, aud Hands,
and you, George Merry! Acd you're the last
above-board of that same meddling crew;
and you have the Davy Jones™ insolence W
up and stand for cap’n over me—You that
sank the lot of us! By the powers! but this
tops the stiffest yarn to nothing.”

Silver paused, and I could see by the faces
of George and his late comrades that these
words had not been said in vain.

“That's for number one,” cried the ae
ensed, wiping the sweat from his brow. for

i

he had been talking with a vehemence tiad

shook the house. “Why, I give you m§
word, I’'m sick to speaz to you. You'we
aeither sense nor memory, and I leave it &
faney where your mothers was that let yo
ecome to sea. Sea! Gentlemen o fortuae!
1 reckon tailors your trade.”

“Go on, John,” said Morgan. “Speak up
% the others.”

“Ah the others™ returned John.
“They’re a nice lot, aint they? You say this
eruise is bungled. Ah! by gum, if you could

anderstand how bad it's bungled, you would -

see! We're that near the gibbet that my
peck’s stiff with thinking of it You's¢
seen ’em, maybe, banged in chaios, birds
about ’em, seamen p’inting ’em out as they
godownwiﬁtheﬂde. ‘Who's that? sap
ope. ‘That! Wby, that’'s John Silver. ]
&nowed him weil,’ says another. And cat
Nwar the chains a-jangie as you go about and

zeach for the other buoy. Now, that's abodl

where we are, every mother’sson of uy
thanks to bim, and Hands, an! Anderson.
and other ruination fools of you. And o
sou want to know about pumber four, and
that boy, why shiver my timbers! isn’t ke @
2 Are we going to wastea hostaget
No, not us; he might be our last chance,
1 should’t wonder. Kill that boy? not O&
mates! And number three? Ab, weil,
there’s a deal to say to number three. May
be you don’t count it nothing to have a real
eollege doctor come to see you every day=
sou, John, with your head broke—or you
George Merry, that had the ague shakes uP
on you mot six hours agone, and has youl
eves the color of lemon peel to this same mo®
ment on the clock? And maybde, perbaps
didn’t Enow there was aconsort comind
either? But there is; and not so loos il
then, and we'll see who'll be glad to have &
hostage when it comes to that. And 28 for
pumber two, and why 1 made a barzain=
well, you came crawling on your knoes 0
me to make it—on your knees you came. you
was that down-hearted—and you'd v
starved, too, if I hadn’t—but that’s 3 trifie
you look there—that’s Wi r
And he cast down upon tae fioor 3 pape
that 1 instantly recognized—none other thad
the chart on yellow paper, with the thret
zed crosses, that I had found in the oilclo®d
at the bottom of the captains echest
she doctor had given it to bim was moe
than 3 could fancy. :
Burer it were inexplicable to e, the 87
of the chart was incredidle W tb'i
mutinge> Thly kaped U
5SS apon a mouse. It webt from £33
one i
and the ‘cries and the
with which they accompanied’
syou would have thought.
they were fingering the very £old.
at sea with it, besides, in safety
one, “that’s Flint,
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