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mnde the vory will that leaves Mies Fillic her
fortine ¢ T was presont it the hotse Whm
grandfather died, and slmiost his laet
to me wero—** tuke onre of e poor little girl,
anie -she hae fo friends,
“That wae an appedl o gonr chivalry, M

“F don't protend to be clivalrovs, sir, but
T wish tlo be just. gorvices are s
miueh ¢ T oan't afford to work for nothing as
Mr. Clag know, If she employed another at
torney, he world tako advantego of her ifex
porience, wheress T shall protect her against
othere, and tuke oare of her in the best senee;
withott neglecting my own infereste,  Fape

Corme, M i
ot s Wtormey for |

peil to yon, as & man of the world, if more

ésn be expected of me than that 1"

“Ax aman of the world, T anewer ‘No''y
Bt theve is another side to the question, M
Beomons

e are generally two sides to evory
guestion, my dear sivs but T think we are
slowed to adopt the one the £ combines ofir ine
fereste and those of our clients &t the samo
time.' :

Y think it would be safer fo keep them
apart, Mr. Seemone”

‘Fhe attorney eyed him  unessily,  John |
lintop wae ono of those men who, having ne |

pord to overt himeelf, had deawled and lounged
throngh the world, giving e sense of supe
el powe, following the mood of the me-
. ent w?rllmm, as it appeared, sy thought of
ongni e Rt :
© Asen dler he had inspired My, Seemons
with (hoe deepest dizdain, but now he began to
think i posdble there wore depthe in the
gonnewan he had not yet sotnded- -that he
éoild booroneed and oven wax dangerons,

Fliie - «picion filled him with slavin when
he rome abered the candor of hie adinissions
at the boginning of their conveation; and he
hasteniod to anewor, in & pleased tone—

“A joke i i joke, My lI“lint"p. but it may
s carvied too far,  There has beon nothing, [
think, in m'y conduet or professional career o
far to justify your indnustion,” -

“Tam not mwarethat it wae an indoustion,”
replied. Flintop q'nivﬁv. “f juet stated &
fret, or, rother, w belief of my own, that an
attgrnoy ie hotind to consider his client's ine
te s I fore hie ovwn, ™

“And i« also gour belief that an nmvrmg
i bound to give his time and brains for noth<
g

“Cortainly fiot, - Yot have as much rfight
fe What you carn a€ any other man, "

“Io.world be devilieh hard if T woren's;”
wtorted M, Seemons, with o sudden  looson«
g of o tight roin he had Kept on hie tetie
PO¥S Cned whet right have you to dictate to

me, Jobhin Flintap.
ENon whatever,” mvm‘d«d Flintop, with
saahate | tnguility,  “T6 was you, | faney,
who bro ched the sibject:” :

“Phat ey be, bat | oan't remember having
fakedl your ndviece” =

Flintop nmil«% half-disdainfully.

“llf yort hind T shotld have spoken diffor
eitly, ' '
“Ah! what wonld

““F shottld have snid Don't play with edged
toole, Mr. Sermone, Perhape Miss Lillie is
ot entirely without & g«w«-m aftor all' "

““F wee, yon v w ofmdidate for the post,” re-
sorted the sttomey, sharply,

“1 pever epoke to Miss Billie in my life."”

“Phat omission i« eaeily reprired,’

“Perhape [ don't want to repair i, T ehould
#6t (iite care to be gonfounded with the for
fame- liinters whomm T wae anatheroatizing joet
e e M A Egm 8 comperstively
inle & grand meatoh, s v com
POOT MEN, &8 Yoru know. ﬂm«, a»mmos?
?Mmm:f srmld'm tempt e to mary & @i

not lave, - 7

“Veory fine eeritiments I seercd Mr. Ses-
wons. ' Pot don'&‘*m thinlk it would be
- te love & girl i ofie haridred thousand

vl

Agiin he rolled ont the figures, smueki
#ia lipe of torwarde ae if they had & ple
faete oft the tofigiie, and Flittop replied; with
#1 vedled contempt—

“Nas T think it wonld be conforridedly
& Sesit, unlewe ¢he wore such @n angel of
gwadneed and grace she made you  forget
e diencd ventages, "

CHer diendeantages " ropeated M Soe:
s fof S Chiat he hewd aright.

“Har disndvantages, " fepeaterd  Flintop,
with cinphade, & woman hae no vight to
#hehy ‘ wher onght t6 owe avorything to lier hose
wand,

Thic dontiment gave Mr Socmons sich &
goor apinion of M companion’s seme and  ine

Jeet 1o (el not sare -t privsne the anlijeot

ferrther  After all it wae & ccanfort to lknow
fe wie snieh @ fool, sitee foole wre not dme

Mg L AEH :

“Anvhow,” e eewe closententionsly, “F
@enaic . Miae Fatlie @ vy fortunate girl, And
@Ot | wnnldi't wiebe any nofe Gine i gos
. 1 oo afridd iy morning's work i€ only

jm'; et e v
B oy Fode g€ VEEY pr bRy - -anity too
il o l!(i |6t off < @ndt ﬂ‘:b{‘rﬂf-fl thie door before
¢ hodle Mive Hermons  atiod ¢ reRoltved
et hatover appetied, votidng shotld -
diriee lir Lo totiels that o @'« band agiin,
Harl lwvuye srpeetod i, and fiow he fancied
&6 hoct fhe cortmnty he biad wonghity and See-
analo T @vet e chmrpes of e frite welf:
ﬁw L2 §,~|“n': ek
fiele, U, | 1 W

have said chen ¥

¢ were ot safe in lie

# inced.  He @l given

& Lok Bha hiere et stand

o hie e ot to feondE s oW nest,  and
Hlprbem real Vet for Cir et vent . :

Al yot whet sieht hod e forack ae M
'(i'!-u‘s.'-h-vrp:nui He hnd goom heF ofice-«
e ofita only § el el nedor mmm “W
@& o b ofit the gl of thent fie and

vonw b ol ok for heanty and Yot more
Aty el than wiy beanty's e Had ever seen
8 ol Flintep's doriiant chiveley !

oo witet, he would kel hef sofive
B dever  knaw whtr her fiend Nnd
g, C Bttt he shovid culy need the reward-of

et e fhak e el ol eE ot @ cogue;
AVt £ ot T cond e an i was, R g

we fewe WoF fo Am ¥ of & |
1

¥ v Qiitkotie il e for & it
e, g

ve ity ¥

"y
& Y N&eE b @t
‘i '%ﬁll & :
o e et oo Fiae, :

work desperately hard

ﬁwmt;omup my position in
xdl 5 fed Mr.

gl'“‘mg mfmwda at the m

! handeome fellow. frcmmmmm

can't

"&
| the mother who had died in giving
hiveh. and e hiad s father's inohos without
hie father’ ' drawine up the settlements

- g
Put then Tind never bent over & desk
an’ufmday.':r’ndm well drilled be-
siqles,

and in addition to his other charms h.“'::?. .
sweet smile and an sirof tendergallantry when

talking to the other sox which had misled

many & girl to her costc «
M’t’nggm the father's if partial,

wae niot unjust, for Harry lookeb a very mﬁg

subject for the experiment the other
hit to try.
Havi
rather
tone § -

_ “If my spending te
atn quod.f;:odfry m oF
rather, if it weren't your own faultc
nover told me I was going too fast.”

“T dow's tell you so now, my boy. I loveto
foel you are m‘;oyi yourself, and I don't
care & straw how mrdng work if you are the
happier and better for it,. But nas it never
strick you, Harry, that I sm getting old 7"

“Humbug " said the captain.

| Neverthe looked at his father with

fiest titne that there were a
thread« ini the black of his hair, and the temples
wero mnc? ﬁ,gd, - e

: ‘But T am,” parsued Mr. Seemons,
know that by meny signs. A hard dey's
worl beging to tell upont me ; and there are
many things that were not only possible but
ensy five of six yoars ago which try r.e sadly
now. One must look the truth in tue face,
you know.” _

+ ““And even sdmitting that you are right;
what then " inquired his son. :

';We!k GRG?, there will be no more savings

<that i« all’

that have gone before I 2

“Which will bring in from eight to ten thou-
sand dollars & year.

“Whew !”  whistled Harry, “is that all?
Whygnmﬂdummmgointoﬂn

y
o Boosuen T thoughs if

“Nothing lias ever come int iy way yet that
conld tempt me into
matrimony !

v, with fervor.
“T like m

freedom

ugly. Gen-

wpon it, heiresses

are &
mmnm%
young were going mad.

ected to howr Harry scho John

mm.mmnn«aw at the
mmwmm ' with
suppressed his impatienice as he
: &
. are to and the
exoeptions to every rule;

h'm hiave one in-
‘Of couree \ & in & huond-
e in
ott &% the w
: course?” .

‘ Mmﬂtmmt‘m her to
toplease, then?”
sehool is ot gener

iw & bread-and-hutter mies,

or " wwid FE i
S e

““k mga
% am afraid

without

may‘l"‘ . . & reverse {
“Whes T am afewief of is thet

kL
mind o o

she hae too

beery

: Sting it Tc:tiy strong,”
latighad ? mk? bie nothving to
inder Hor, would thore, supposing she felt in-

petrii<<ion of her
ol

T A

%‘% Khﬁm”k’m liimsetf
F . mg’;ﬁ, ¥ ahould

convietion.

ft himeelf into an srm-chair |
}%nﬁd‘m & discontented

ylnn: savinﬁ '
You

|

|

' he

| moere intorest thant usael, and noticed for the
| many white

I

F ¥ you & .
start ym;vmﬂgbsabkwmb&%!;mlf »m !

the supreme folly of °
ar too ’wdlﬁo |

gurrender it for less than-—' f young
"On«hmmmdolmr'minm |
"'nw""«.'&'- > "’"mwi ht, perfiaps, tempt me, sup-
posing the girl were glwt arid modest,
thout ttook’ow nezer kitew an
confoundedly

ve ey @iy enough
g\imdmmn-gﬂnd«. No, dady you may

|
s

fa}i‘;
Tt
7

ot

. :

“i.e Pater spproved of he snvnintment,
and wight vot swnetion sny change: but Mine
ALemfield i vot our diffienity, H .oy, and nerd
st he considered ot this stage of the proceed-
HiN& .

“F don't kmewe ahont that.  Chaperons are
somotimes veev evillv-disposed women, &
verpire & Jot of concilinting and dodging,”™
turned the ot iy, with s air ofj‘pf'u?n't o
¥ shadl Jools ker over tomortaw,
as well aw Miss Lillie.  And now, if tive a v B
enee is over, Pl go aad have s brandy and
sods s T've talked so much F feel quite ex-
hausted,”

“That is all I wan: to say at present,” re-
surtied Mr. Seemon, putting on his spectacles.

‘Aud e went baek fo his papers well

fiee! that the seed he lil sown would takeroot -

and fruetify, whilst he felt o little thrill of

leasant antigipati he wod himself
plessant anticipation as g:'w‘m : e
WMW& Lillie of the Gtmnw
L! elb‘,'

CHAPTER II.

Harry Seemons had been cold and indiffer-
ent enough when his father had first spoken
t» liim of Miss Lillio ; but as he sat over
pipe and grog that night in the solemn silence

gl
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tivat broods over a sleeping house, he beganto - ‘nm

toke very kindly to the idea. .

He would rather have had another five
years of bachelor frredom and pleasure, cer-
teinly s but heiresses ave not as plentiful s
Hlackberries, and it was not likely Miss Lillie
would wait for him. He must strike whilst
the iron was hot, or unnf.rheir man might
more promapt snd carry ofi the prize.

Aft.:w all! if there wore sacrifices to be made
there would be compensations as well. A
Lintsed thousand dollars wa= a pretty w
s, and the shooting at the Gran e was good,
if not very exiensive. .

Of course he would Nave to give up the
ariny, settle down as & counitry wﬂm and
stand for Congress, Later on he would grow
portly and wheezy, and when his “face had
puffed out like an ancient cherubim’s and his
figure t;nd lost its synvnetry, people would
sy, with surprise :

“w it po-h?ble that this is the handsome
Harry Seemons of the «th ?”

And he should answer, cheerfully—

“Of course it is, my dear fellow, but then
you see [ married one hundred thousand dol-
Jare?” :

He stretched out his av:n to give emphasis

| -t his words, and over went the little table

that was holding bis lamp and grog, like Al
naschar's basket of crockery. . :

Tt was not worth while to light up again
and do, laughing a little and swearing &

Bt there will be the interess of thoss | Jab be groped his way to the door_sad stole

u’w‘ﬁ’m often that Harry felt any doubt
“of himself or his own attractions---he had al-
ways been so spoilt by women; but this morn-,
ings his room was strewn with the ties he had
tried on and rejected, and it took him exaetly
hislf an hour to decide upon what suit he

wonld wear. ;
satisfled with the re-
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-Seemons, catechising

Seemons; “beap;
oung man !
Miss Lillie,
e R v "
was v i t to find.”
] suppose you admnﬁ then?” said Mr.
i her as closely as if she
were o witness in the box, and he was the ex-
amininz counsel.

“No: he came to me yesterday of his own
aecord. 1 daresay he had been told in the village
T was on the look-out for something of the sort

ple are such gossips. Butdo
come in, Mr. Seemons. I've been gossiping,
too, P'm afraid, and forgotten to be hospitable.
Luncheon will be ready in ten minutes, and I

. am sure we shall both attend to business better

after we have had a cutlet and a glassof wine.”
She looked towards Harry as if to include
him in the invitation, and this settled the
question at once. _ ; i
Mr. Seemons accepted with a gracious air,
and, handing the reins to the man, they both
followed their young hostess into the house.
Miss Armfield was in the morni m
C y

sitting very upright in & high-back:

her I&inﬂz:nda encased in black mittens, a
pair of spectacles on her severe nose, her whole
attitude and ce expressive of the

~ most rigid propriety as they entered.

She gave Mr. Seemons a stony smile, and
curtsied formally to Harry, giving him a sus-
picious glance at the same time. It was evi-
dent that Miss Armfield thought he was a
wolf in the fold. But was equal to
the occasion. He dropped into the seat beside
her, and said, with his most insinuating air:—

“T am sure I needn’t ask if you are a rela-
tion of Colonel Armfield, Miss Armfield. The
likeness between you is . He dined
at our mess about & month ago, and we were
all delighted with mm. He has su¢h particu-
larly p t manners.”

i had no reason to suppose
there was the most distant counection even
between the Colonel and herself, but she did

' mot feel bound to ‘“‘deny the soft impeach-

i possible she did belong to

to think it

And, indeed she
e same family

ment.”’

i since the resemblance was so stsrtlin& and

i

took care that her manners-should not
the illusion.

Miss Lillie began to think Harry had used
some unholy charm when she saw the grim
spinster relax, and heard her say, with hermost

‘ious smile :
oree ik

“You do see most pr
i i generation, it
ways interesting to note. I knew & fami
i v s s fo thvow emndoes

“It must have been repaired v T

the time,” observed Haery, ¢ 4

Miss Armfield could not see a j

fied bump,
ity was so marked—’

“They resembled camels, I suppose?”

“Oh ! no,” affably. *“There was nothing so
wrydouidedaﬂhu,(}a;m;‘i:x Sr-m‘;r:. But
it was enough V & pro-
- and ‘one knows a Smthwby hisnose’
was " & common ssying in our part of the

At this minute Hwrry caught Miss Lillie’'s

iv with fun and mis-

e attentive,
weerned;, M S t,. certainly
at by the handsome soldier, on whom
foll the chief burden of the conversation, for
he himself retived altogether into the back-
grownel that the young man might shine.
Hwrry was aecustomed to fashionable so-
ciety, and could malks himeelf very agreeable
when he chawe-  Of cuurse, he did choose to-
day, and when Inter on he bade Miss Lillie
good:-hye, e hnd not enly secured Miss Arm-
fielelw favor, bat tlie heiress herself gave him
her hand with & charming smile, ond said:
“f am sorey sbott shooting, Captain

L Seemonsg bt pray come over for a day when-

ever feel inchiwed. - And remember we
dw« luwelr at ﬁh;ff-wr owe.” - B e
baek to the cool 'ﬁtm

too soon.

:

e

were poor again,

Lillie went off into a long
]‘-——ﬂ' ethical, partly
end S‘ i nght a

pressive eyes and made:

mimhéc-
her almost wish she

for, to & generous nature, sus-

i is torment indeed
%Mﬁnwmﬁww&w
had once pictured it.

a-duhnwaq-hudy
disinterest-

P,
Es %%EE

were addressing an equal than
“You have brought those plans to show me, I

Iy
pe? ;
*“The su;

. had sneermngly

young man,” as Mr. Seemons
called him, unpfolded

Kapers and laid them down on the table before

er.
“T have only made a rough sketch, madam,”
ul tone, which was, how-

ke said, in a res
ever, entirely

evoid of obsequiousness.

“

thought you might wish to make some sug-

y

gestions.

“Edith was silent amoment, examining the,
ing, which, if rough, was
9w§amuﬁnhmd; but p

d
sh
said

y she

“_pu seem to have thoroughly grasped my

meaning, Mr.

Howes.

comfortable as well as pi

wtmsmandvﬂlbc

Your cottages

an immense improvement on
hovels they are to replace. When can I be-

gin?”’

“Assoon as you like, madam. I spoke to

Li and Jones to-day.”

% is right,” and she smiled
she liked promptitude and e
each cottage is to cost five h

approval ;
~ t&And
dollars ?

contract for that amount.”

" “Are they respectable tradesmen, whom
Lu can trust?” she asked,

ractically. “I
deal of cheat-

her voice softening, ‘‘and I

should feel like Ananias and
held back any part of the money t

tended for that

Mr. Howes stole a furtive look ather. Her !

if T
was in-

lor had deepened, her face was full of enthu-

siasm, and
»yes that had
she

drop

yet there was the softness in her

just sweetened her voice, and

beauty that appeals to all that
is tenderest and worthiest in a man’s heart.

his eyes as she raised hers, and
in s grave, studied voice—
“I have made enquiries, madam,

and find

that Lingard and Jones bear an excellent name

'.l."hsy, mentioned fi

conscientious tradesmen.
ve hundred dollars a cot-

tage themselves, and as I thought it a fair
1 did not try to beat them down, so they
mnopxcme_ for what is called in the trade

o

"He

“Then I
jed; “‘and oh!

it

next nunute she was in the garden amongst
her flowers, singing like 2 bird, every trace of
anneyance banished from her face, and her

" whele heart given up to thankfulness as she

thought of all the pleasant things that had:
come into her life.  In this wholesome mood

Tom Howes no longer weighed on her mind.

She had intended to do what was ri%t,
and so far the plan had worked well 1e
r man had a chance of recovering his

£
abeat possible complications which might
ne(;'et arise, and eould be provided for if they
did?

A month’s salary could rid her at any meo-
ment of Tom Howes, if necessary; but that
never would be , she felt sure. If:
not, he could remain with her until she mar-
ried—and here she blushed charmingly, just
as if she had spoken this thought aloud and
someone had heard—and then, of course, her
busband would look after things, and that
wotld settle the question naturally.

And then Lillie dismissed Tom Howes alto-
gether from her mind, resolved not to bear

: him any malice for the blunder she had made.

Lillie had not taken Miss Armfield into her
confidence concerning the cottages. She was
one of those hard, cold, unsympathetic

. women to whom it was impossible to talk

‘of such a purpose. Full of warm enthusiasm.
herself, Lillie could not bear to be chilled and
preachied down, and shrank from the other's
common sense as she would have shrunk from
a bath in ice-cold water when the thermometef
was at zero. ;

So it was quite alone—unchaperoned and
flr:;—tba.t she stole out of ;Lle h%use on t}lng

py sumimer’s morning en she was to
the first stone of her pretty cottages. al,
The church clock had tolled 6 just twa
minutes ago as she appeared on the scene ixf
her white morning-dress and shady hat, & .
bunch of roses she gathered as she passed
through the garden nestling under her chin.
- She looked flushed and her eyes wereshining,

. but she had a feeling, too, as if she were tak-
ing part in a conspiracy, and that the sturdy
young workmen gathered around awaziting her
orders were members of a secfet society, and
could not help giving a little anxious glance at
Tom Howes, who was talking to thelforeman,

and removed his hat at her approach.

“Thank you all for being so punctual,” said
the young chatelaine, with a sort of lofty sweet:
ness. “Tell me, please, what I am to do, andf
I won't hinder you long.™

The foreman respectfully handed her the
trowel and showed her her work, which waa
simply to place the first three bricks in their
place and fill up the crevices with mortar. Thig
she did neatly and deftly, smiling all the whileg
and then walked quietly away, giving the mes
35 for beer—a little act which, of course, won
all Learts.

And so the simple ceremony was over, but
the memory of it kept its pleasantness to Lillig
all through her life. It was such a perfect
morning, and the birds sang so sweetly, and
everything was as bright as her own thoughts:
~ What a pity it seemed she should have to gg
indoors presently and sit down to breakfast op#
posite Miss Armfield—who would be sure ta
entertain her, as usual, with depressing plati-
tudes, until she felt as if she must break some
crockery or knock a chair down tocreate g
little diversion. 2
_ However, as luck would have it, Miss Arm:
field had a bad headache ¢hat morning ang
kept her room, so Lillie could open the wins
dow wide and let in the sunshine, and the
stray bee or two, and the scent of tha flowers;
a pleasure she had to forego ordinarily, as
the other was afraid of i cold.
A long, delightful ride  through ~ the
country es and across the moor
filled up the interval between this and
luncheon, and then she felt that she had had
such a happy time she needed Miss Armfield
asa wl.)cillmo;xfx’e corrective, :l.:;i bore the inflice
tion with perfect patience humon,

_For the first five days after Seemons’
visit, Lillie scarcely thought of him at all,
and then she began to wonder a little that he
was 50 slow to avail himself of the invitatiom
S0 ﬁrmomly'gzven, and felt a little piqued as

well as surprised. When he did present hims
self at last, she received him rather coldly,

e

, t you ” she said,

““You must find the place very dull.”

“Not at all,” he answered, cheerfully.

suppose I have a happy disposition, for I calt
y manage to amuse myself wherever X

am.
“Even at Vineland?” raising her eyebrows.
incredulously. S
“Why not at Vineland? It isa poor ')hg

"

{ in itself—a small country town must needs

“‘lﬂrnb.mmﬁ‘nﬂ.tq—:

' that—but the

cmt(f)fall he 1
| e on ¢ sweep of cool,
bt’;dered o gy

is good. I have
dil‘xed out four times since I saw you last.”
ohs;I l-‘_ser:ippose youdlika _dinner pax-tzz11 ies?” she
d, by way of sa; thi
“I like some other e sl:’;lér.’l'n&
T R o o
ou seem a inion
our sex, Miss Lillie.” i p?or T
*I have no right to an opinion at all,” she
ly, “for I don’t think I really
kni)‘: one man in the wfé;rld. T
e gallant captain felt snubbed, and looked
window for a new inspiration. < :
n lawn,,
flower beds m all the%zfeinmmér
T o Pl o Mo Tillie
ml .v .‘)

“I should if I had a i :

“Why don't you tell that bailiff fellow
yours to make you one? I saw him i
about the fields as I came along, and he di
not five me the idea of being overworked.”

*1 hope heisn’t ; but I fancy he has plenty to
do, and, anyhow, I am not sure he would care
to be put to such work as that,” replied Lillie

'who had reasons for not deeming this
dient, she would not have even hinted m
com (;! for all ant!lim dv;:orid.

. come it, then?” he asked,
eagerly. “I am rather clever at that sort of
thing, and it would be a real charity to give
me something to do.”

“I thought you said
well amused at Vineland
“W hstmlzho'mll ly meant was that the time
ﬁt“.’l}hnh to your naturally happy disgosi~
“Uponmy word you sit upon me cruelly, Miss
Lillie,” he cried, assumin,, an air of thg deep-
est distress. ““I never knew anyone sp severe.
“You see, unfortunately, I haven’t pleasant
manners,” she retorted, mischievously.
At this Seemons permitted himself

L\}st NowW you were so

to laugh, virtuslly admitting that her suspici-

ous were correct; but he looked a little
too, she might doubt his

Lillie tried to look




