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Full of hetie - —
Pt he &Wﬁ&ﬂ
i hie little deughter's “%
While ehe with ey Eettle swinging
Moritly trudged nﬂ'y. &2
Gtopped ot the sight of & squirrel, -
Catobipe some wild blrd's lay, 1
And I thought how meny & shadow .
Of life and fate we would miss ..«
11 always our frugal dinnora ‘
Were geasonod with & kies,
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OUTWITTING A KING.

™ M
Frodorick the Great of Prussia Wae &

PEFY pectiliar mah.

L One of his pesuliaritics was to stroll

ot with & demure sort of & look on bis

facs and & rattan cane fn his good fight

nend, Al at ones he would bend it the
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had that ghape, but he was B '
y 61 i fig havetacks WerFo not

“ e ing.  The object moved.

o up to it, when fo hi#

t ihe oebjerlt Whae

o hicoest woman ho evet

fanKs

Hanes

to & haystack
position. Bho wae bend<
inyg ovor digging potatoes,

Ar (ol o ghe shint ot from the
Flow Lhe king @ vast quentity of blue
gky.  In fact, the king, who had die-
smountod, wae almost frightencd &s he
looked up at thie gianters,

ihe caomod Lo b about seven of cight
faet tall, but we'' proportioned. Bhe
neld hor apron with one hand, while che
dleweed the potatoes, with which it was
fillad, to drop nte & large basket by hor
gide, With her left hand she wislded &
enovel with ae much ease as f it had
pesn & toasting fork.

ahe had flaxen halr, and & facs as
sound ag A (1l mooen, but there wae &
morry Lwinkle fn her blue 6yes that indi
eated much mother wit.
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o Can't yoit soe for gor elf? I'm dig-
ging potatoot,  Pid you think I was
alasing on the plano?”

(Lo 6ld are you, sleey?”

T wis toVoRl 0GR youls old on my Jast
ool ¥t lu‘\] huh!n)‘,"

’if‘.\\‘ly u‘.v\vﬂ‘n‘(‘f‘“! t' hﬁﬁ"y &66ma
poesible thit gou should have grown all
Clataroe iy gueh o chort time”

1§ St and | oAald mosat of it h‘v
fhough T had & good gtart.
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voned youe althotigh your |

Ga chat Yo wers not born last

it who was pot aceustomed to
fslle, wae pngered, but recol«
¢ bide ponsant grlrl had ne ides
of | ciivity ¢ he eamiled, ana fogaining
s oot humor continustl the conversas
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i amuge me, little 6ne. You are

et mareed, I suppose?”
csooand T aon't expect thae ¢ will
havo shance to get mareed for the
st hundgod years, or, at least, until the
dd king ‘wm- ot The way that old
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that tho sly plece know all the time that
gheo wae m{kgng to His Majesty, and her

rance was altogether assu
made up her mind
pened
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motioned to her to approach. :

e Good morning, Crandmothoer Shippel,
do you want to earn & thaler?”

Did she want to earn a thaler? That
was more money than the poor old ereat-
ure had soen at one tine in years.

The wiantess looked after Her, and
then throwing back her head she laughed
go loud that & peasant plowing in a fleld
half a mile distant paused in his work
and looked back to ses what was the
cause of tho atmospherie concussion,

As for the old woman, it was not long

befors she was ushered into tho presence
of the coionol of King Erederick’s regi~
ment of tho guards, He was & man of
fmmenso size.

After ho had redd the note and exam-
jned tho ring, he rubbed his eyes, looked
down at the shrivelled up little old wo-
man, passed his hand over his perplexed
forchend, ro-road the nete, and seemed
to bo moro porpleted than ever.

The king's note read as follows?

«Have the bearer married at once to
the tallest man in your regiment. You
aro directed to earry out this order with-
out fail or delay, and the slightest devia-
tion will incur my displeasuare.

« FREpERICK Wrinnian I, Rex.”

«This f& something estraordinary,”
soliloquized the ecolonel. ¢ How this
marrage is going to promote His Majes-
ty's intentions in regard to the future
Faos of glants passes my comprehension,
but that's sone of my business. The
kin wil {¢ the law. Orderly !

4 plerly advanced, saluted, and

(Lo position of attention.
v Corporal Selimoelk to report to
at onee ¢ also tho chaplain of the regi-

orporal entered; ho was the big-

goot o in the regimend.  When he was

intormoed of the order of the king he

, is foot, that is, inwardly, for

! vard  eigne of insubordination
W owed.

é ¢ the aged bride, at first she

geemcl to hesitate, but finally she

thewed cho border of her apron and ex-

prosead her imwillingness to thwart the
wighes af the king.

€Le . & estremely willing to eonciliate
Fiis Majesty, no matter to how much

erconal inconvenience she might sub-
ect hereclf.

The chaplain of the regiment came in,
and in ten minutes Corporal Schmock
and Annfe Shippel were made one.

" After denying himself the pleasure of

The oo~ wal and Anma Shippel made one.

galuting the bride, Corporal Schmock
hastone! to the nearest saloon, and in an
fncredibly short time he was in the
guard house, as drunk as o lord.

A few hours later Frederick rode into
the court-yard of the barracks. He dis-
mounted and was received with usual
honore by the colonel.

«How is Corporal Schmock coming
on a¢ amarried man?"

«He i& in the guard-house, may it
pleages your majesty.”

i ¢ What has he been doing?”

« He got drunk as soon as the mar-

riage coeTemony was over.”

“ Releass him. His young wi‘e will

naturally feel lonesome.
« Did T understand your Majesty to
say ¢ young wife? "

“Of course; she saye she is only

eoventeon.

« 1 am afrald your Majesty has been
deceived, but possibly she meant to say
mvnmiy- one. Sho looks to be at least
that old."

«Then she must have aged
w:‘ during the last few hours. Bring

|

The ged deme was led in. She was
mm mborg-:d and was ready
when ng;m?m ot Rusbend was sieo
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little Tyrolean inn, where he was. tem-
Wozt stopping in his wanderings,

ung, and looking very
and white, hastily aeccost
landlord and speak to him.

turned e ”mlmgm
host sauntered into

the houseand presently re-emerged.
« A pad business—a bad business!"
shakin ,_his head. ¢ That lady is

v !
ef'mi mother of that young girl?”
asked Beverley, putting two and two

ve been here some weeks.

[ going rapidly. Bad
Husinoss—bad business! The girl, poor
thing' did not seem to fear anything
gerfons. Guess thereisn’t much money,
either,” eoncluded theman, evidently on
his own interests intent.

« Who are they—Americans?” querled
Beverley.

Yes ; they wers countrywomen of his,
or, rather, the young girl was, for in the
course of the night, very suddenly, the
mother, whose name was registered
upon mine host's books, * Mrs. Robert
Ventnor, New York,” passed away, leav-
ing her daughter alone.

Beverley did not learn of the death
until the next morning.

e was leaving his roomwhen, in the
hall, he eame upon the landlord and his
wife, talking in slightly lowered voices
and with expressive shrugs of the
shoulders.

A neighboring door stood open, and
a stark forn covered with. a sheet,
within, told the tale. Near the bed sat
the young girl of yesterday—motion-
Joas, with clasped hands and & rigid
face.

«There's no money to do anything
with,” said the landlord, with another
shrug of verley.

* (yood heaven the latter stood ap-
palled; ‘“don’t let that gstand in the
way. Il do anything that is to be
done.”

The landlord made & sign to the
girl inside the room, and before Bever-
jey eould divine his purpose, she stood
before them.

« This gentloman says he will pay
everything for youw,” announced the
man: ° there's something left on the
bill, too,” he added in a lower tone.

Beverley looked at the girl with a
gudden deep pity. She stood tall and
straight in her shabby black dress.

- 'fhmk you,” she said. No muscle of

#
“Yes;

1 sy il . »
shouwlders, to &

her face moved.

«Poor child! She Is stanned,”
thought Beverley.

On the next day all that was mortal of
Mrs. Ventnor was laid to rest in the
little graveyard with its fantastic iron
crosses and grotesque beaded wreaths
hanging on the same, at the end of the
village street, thousands of miles from
her native land.

The slender girl, who now turned
away from the new-made mound, had
been familiar with the make-shifts of
genteel poverty ever since she had
grown from childhood into womanhood.

She had not spoken a word as she
walked back to the house, and Beverley
knew not how to broach the question
of her plans and movements for the
future.

At length he spoke to the landlady :

a Yo\lmm«t rouse her from her leth-
argy. oung girl like that can't stay
on here alone in this strange inn. You
must ask her whether she has no friends
to whom she can write and whom she
cun acquaint with her condition.”

But when the girl was spoken to she
answered: ¢ No. There is no one—
no one.” -

Beverley went out upon the balcony
and smoked another meditative cigar,
in sight of the blue Tyrolean hills, ind
came to a decisior.

Clara Valentine was living in Paris
sinee her husband's death, and she had
the means to give this girl a home.

No sooner thought of than done.
Beverley had himself announced to Miss
Ventnor, and in a fow kind words offered
her his slater's proteetion.

] am going to Paris myself to-mor-
row. If you will be ready I wil! take
you directly to my sister’s home.”

® v L4 L4 »
* & Well, this is about the most utterly
preposterous thing I ever heard of in
n? life! And Hugh, of all men, to be
raixed up in anything of the kind.”

This was Mrs. Valentine’s first excla-
mation when left alone after her broth-
er's arrival with Lucille Ventnor.

He had telegraphed to his sister in
order to take the first edge off her sur-
prise, and then, when Luc lle had been
conducted to her room, had stated the
case briefly.

Someone else might have taken charge
of the girl, she said with irritation.

uired Doverley. ‘* She is
e in the world, poor
lbe" was there penniless
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fact, but others
among the number. ;

One day the gathering storm proke
loose. Beverley was sitting unconcern-
edly in his sister’s pretty boudoir when
the latter asked him how much Jonger
lve thought he should keep Miss Vent-

nor.

“ Why,” queried Beverley, looking
upquickly, *“ has she shown any desire
togo?”

«“8he? No!" eried Mrs. Valentine, im+
patiently. ‘“~But you don’t expect the
girl to go on living in perpetuity this
way, do you? I understand, of course,
that you thought we mjght give her a
home until other a gements could
be made for her. She must have some-
one—friend or relation—some Kkith
or kin to whom she can turn for protec-
tion !”

«She has no one, Clara,” said Bev-
erley coldly, * and you know it. She is
earning her living with ycu, as the poor
girl would have to do elsewhere. You
need a nursery-governess for the
boys—"

* Let her be nutsery-governess some-
where else!” eried Iirs. Valentine.

« You have taken a dislike to Miss
Ventnor, Clara,” said her brother slowly.
« Why?”

« It is you who have taken an unae-
eountable liking to her. Ibelieve you're
in love with thegirl!

«Claral”

Jeverley’s face contained a note of
warning. He had turned pale. But
Mrs, Valentine’'s prudence had forsaken
her.

“ Yes indeed, I do think so.
Conway is forgotten at i

The words were searccly spoken be-
fore Mrs. Valentine eould have
her tongue out for uttering them.

She was frightened and sorry. It was
a very sore spot in her brother’s mem-
ory ‘hat she had touched. She was
going to make such blundering amends
as she could when the portiere was

Blanche
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hastily drawn aside, and they both saw
Lucille Ventnor on the threshold.

« I have heard every word,” the girl
began There was not a vestige of - lor
in her ..ce, but her voice was steac. and
her gaze brave and direct. I did not
mean to; but I was going through the
next room, and I stopped before I knew
it. Forgive me, and let me go. You
have been very, very kind to me. I
shall never forget it. But I must not
be the cause of misunderstanding.
see now that I should not have stayed
so long.”

She paused suddenly and put he.
hand to her head.

« Never mind, child—never kK mind,”
sa;;i ME; Vallentine soothinglyt:1 .

ut Beverley said very quietly:

* Enough, glm Let Miss Ventnor
do as she thinks fit.”

And Luecille turned and left the room.

« Perhaps it is just as well that she
did hear,” Mrs. Valentine reflected when
her brother, too, had gone,-leaving her
alone. “If I can only get her away
quietly now, and before anything
pens! Of course it would be extremely
trying to have Hugh at this late day
marrying an obscure and penniless girl
twenty years his junior.”

Meanwhile Beverley had gone to the
ante-room which Jled into his little
neéphews’ school-room, and taking a book
sat down in the window.

A very short time passed before
Lueille came hastily through. »

She started on seeing him, and made a
motion as though to escape. Her eyes
we;: re(: with weeping.

verley quickly laid a firm detaining
hand upon her arm.

«1 don't want you to go, Miss
:ie'ntpor. I want you to stay—as my

e.

The words were spoken. For = min-
ute they both looked in silence into each
other’s eyes.

*Oh, no, no!” ecried Lucille then.
* That can’t be. Let mego!”

But Beverley, in that one moment,
had learnegl her secret too. He smiled
and g ntly took her hand.

« My chili, I have loved you from
the very first, since you looked at me
with those pathetie eyes the day your
mother died. My poor lest lamb, left
alone, in this bleak world! Do I seem
too old for you, Lucille? Believe me,
dear, I will cherish you as the apple of
my eye.” :

What other fond nonsense he whis-

1 over the dark head pillowed on his
it behooves us not to know.
Presently he said:

« There is one thing more, Luecille.
You heard my sister mention a woman’s
name. You have doubtless heard her
say, too, that I never meant to ;
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surrounding structures of

delphia is justly proud, is

to aeeommodate three h

workers. The superintendent’s quarters
are simply furnished and unpretending.

Four other departments eomplete
general system under w
of the Mint is done. Eae
eontrol of a superintendent &
the President of the United States, eon-
firmed by the Senate, and under Yonds.

RECEIVING BULLION.

When builion for coining is received at
the Mint, it is sent to the weigh clerk’s
room, where it is weighed with wonder-
ful exactness. The most notable seales

Rolling machine.

in the apartment are larze enough to
balanee six thousand ounces Troy on
each side. Any deviation, even the slight-
est, is indicated by a pointer three feet
in length.

The beam of the seales is cased in
glasa, and so is the puinter, and no
breath of air can reach them. Very inter-
esting is it to watch the effect of using
even the tiniest weight upon the long
pointer.

An adjoining room, small in size, has
enough gold in it to make more than a
seore of millionaires. Each one of some
bars is worth about four thousand dol-
lars. Smaller bars elsewhere observed
average five hundred dollars in value.
Such as these are of the size most con-
venient for use in the arts and manufact-
ures, for the gold-beater, ete.

The standard for coinage in this coun-
try is nine-tenths fine, and gold is rarely
seen purer than 929 cfgold to the thous-
and parts. Of course it can be made
absolutely pure.

MAKING A SPECTLEN CHIP.

Mewal received, after being weighed
with the eare of h emphatic mention
has been made, is melited down in the
deposit mélting-room. The intense heat
of the furnaces makes the whole into one

homogenects mass, from whieh, after
cooling, a small chip is taken, as afford-
inr an exaet index of the whole.

This is sent to the Assay "‘Departinent,
wher e pereentage of pure gold or sil-
ver zaetly aseertained. Payment is
made to the v ler from the Treasury of
the United States for the precise amount
of the pure gold or silver thus aseer-
tained, by the = !ditiou of an easy ealeu-
lation, as collectable from his shipment.

INGOT3, AND HOW THEY ARE MADE.

In the next denartment, that of the
melter and refiner, the gold, silver, nickel
or copper, is mude rewly for eoining.
Here ingots are preparedl—those shapely
bars of alloy f{rom which ecoins are
actunlly made. Refining, by proeesses
the same in the Mint as elsewherd is¢
suceeeded by the alloy of the pure metal,
in the ecase of -ilver with ten per cent.
of eopper, and in ihatol ¢ id, with ten
per cent. of a mixiure, consisting the
greater part of cupper, with a small
amount of silver.

Nothing ean be more interesting than
the preparation of the metal for ingots.
The erucibles chiefly used are made of
blacklead, mixed with about an equal
quantity of exceedingly plastie clay.

Metal intended for coins is placed in
these erueibles, which are then deposited
in furnaces yielding a fierce heat. A
stand of bricks receives the erucible,
which is so placed that the zone of
greatest heat beginsat about a fifth from
the bottom of the vessel.

When the metal is melted skilled
hands holding tongs of proper construc-
tion, remove the crucible aud with its
contents fill the moulds, two of which
are serewed together for the more rapid
removal of the ingots.

Standing this way in pairs, the moulds
are rapidly filled, and almost as quickly
a clever workman seizes each pair of

. tive capability are employed.

the ingots is next in ordep!
rollers are four in number and gpy

to pass ingo
until the needed length ,mt&

thie hmarereached. o
thus treated are six timeg

theiroriginal length, but made brittle by
the pressure to which they have beep
subjeeted, need to be made red het in
adjacent ovens before being fit for cyf.
ting. Silver is placed rnked in thesg
ovems, but the precious gold in-ecylin.
drieal eopper caiisters Wit protect i
from waste. i

Ingots are then eooied and greased,
and passed to the entting pr
Watehing the eoperalion ol a
press is somew!r: .
eount of the rapiuity of its action. Np
fewer than 296 bLluks for dollars op
double eagles drop into the receptacla
every minute, | eriectiy round, but stilj
remote in appearance irom the come
pleted eoin. g

Neither are a proportion of them of
the exaet weight recuired, it being
impossible to make the ingots with
in‘allible accuracy of thickness. 'The
business of eighty young women, Work.
ing in aroom above, is to make thogg
blanks which are toc heavy the exacg
weight by filing, to pass those that arg
the right weight, and to set aside such
as are too light and must beremeived,

Each of these interesting operatorg
wears a leather apron fastened under hep
arms and tacked to the table, and which
catches the filings she may find occasion
to make, and works with a nie 3
euracy which is as ani
ness of the scales w
performance of her duties.

Let it not |
add that no young person i
eapable of greater exactness in se
blanks of the right weight, and re;
those that are not, than the Seys
matic Weighing Machine, which «
work of several people a
never known to makean
speeimens of this wonderful invent
are in use, imported from Austria.
has ten balances, and weig!

a minute, fed to it through
dicula’r tubes, and discharc
ceptacles forb

exact, and exceeding

What is known as
ing up of the edges ofi
they are ready £
the rubbing of the d
added, and assists t
steadily. Two hundr
are miiled i

r

)

3 conslderea

The deviee on D«
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with astoni
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dies whiech ni:

A knee j
varying from.
dies ana coin=t
instaneousiy
perfeet eoin, v -
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Coining press.

ton pressure is necessary to coin dollars.
The great Ajax press would give a 250
ton pressure if necessary.

COUNTING BOARD.

The counting board is an ingenious
thing. Itis a piece of wood forminga
right angle and so divided that by
piling coins to the level of its top
and in so many rows, the precise nom-
ber of pieces is calculable without the
trouble of eounting and with equal cer-
tainty. Collections of newly made dol-
lars, for example, are counted in this
way from boxes, then put into bags,
each containing a thousand, which
are weighed to make assurance doubly
sure.

ASSAYING GOLD AND SILVER.

In the Assay Departmentare to be
found the key and test of all operd-
tions of the Mint. In an earlier para-
graph it has been stated that a spétie
men chip of each shipment of bullion,
after it has been melted, is sent tothe
Assay rooms, so that the value of the
whole can be exactly ascertained.
Usually two samples are employed for
this purpose, so as to compare the re
sults of separate examinations. Spect
mens are numbered.

The normal weight used in assaying
gold is half a gramme, and is pum-*
vered 1,000. Scales of the most sensis
The beam
has a knife-edge of steel ang works
upon agate, and the same provision f0f

is at the back of the scales.

The normal weight of gold to be tried
is taken, and put into a bag of pur®
lead made from a tiny leaf in the shape

. of a cornucopia. To the gold is added

twice its t in pure silver. Then

the bag and its contents are rolled into

bullet, and placed in a socket numbered
the sample to be tested. -

the return of the gold after treat-

ment in the laboratory it is weighed

gold and the difference be-

| tween its present and former weight

s

EMPLOYES AT THE MINT.
about three hundred
persons. A hundred of these are females.

Perhars a more capable-looking set
of work people cannot be seer than

! those at the Philau iphia
Mint. Thelr ‘work ainly skillful

is m
and demands readiness and dexterity
and the utmost care. .
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