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(Continued from last weslk)

it e tao pidieatone,” he said. [ A9

Viccount ChonstiiAil yon boys and girle

&6  honorabls,  Aad, oxeopt  for youf

mothe®s nonoy, there isn't a penng in the

worlil for any of ue  \What de you say,
i

‘ﬁ should lot the £ le tall into abeyanes™
efd Huea,  ©Tdon’t know why, but a title,
without lnnd off money, sopine contemptible:

I ehoutd sive it up ™

SNotor? said Unely Jdoeeph,  with dee
eision,  “GHve njya Gtle? (ive up a thing
that thotands tre coveing  and  longing
after! Cleow nwey o title! Yo must be
mad, voung wman  Actundly refuse to enjoy
your titho! - Nou miot as woll wo to a bans
quet and pass the clonpmaene. But it shows
YOur jgnovanes.  You havs neper  LHeen
among londs and honornbles, - You don't
khow, yorn s man 5 on eannot know what |
mean.  You are oniv a voung doetor. Re
humble,  Don't prosume to advise, siF, on
Mmattare conroctod with rank and socinte®

“f oW what scichee moane satd Hueh, “and
fRat's chongh £ s Pt AW ho wonld not sathe®
MakeE a nams For himaci? (han beak a title?”

“Ief ne ook at (he thive practieally, chtlleen,”
] the doctor Fshal noves make g name fofmy.
€F nnltese | make o unone ava ceeat donkey,  Ae fof
fhe tithe, then 1F rank allowts mn to enlafige me
PEREE O, and netkos s hoiec e o of patinnte send
for me. and candbles mo o rhita Sy earrtaee inetead
6f trudiging alonse the <troats, nn-l o denble all the

- Bite and to chve np making unoany own metieineg

AR to have a batanes ot the hanlk, why then Fawilt
gindly sporf the ttle. Bt 16 it only maked ug
Fdienlons, et ue civo it un A coronet on the (oo
Oof n enfitery  whors medic ines ans mnde np by the

NneLle lord within, doss seton idientione docsn't (#9*
Unole doseph shook his head
CRank," he sald, Cian never he o philientone, T

([ Yot fool it chat wav, fotlone my adyvico give up
fhe atffery take a hemee at the Wost Ened, aned g@
nto eoetofy

The dector shook his hedd impationtly,

CLef the thing elide," satd Huch, “\Phaf d6 Fon
think, Noran

Fehall ahwave ba la ) whateved happong, to think
fhaf ¥ fathor can Nea viscount if he pleases, OF
conese, af st | thotaeht these mnet be o ercat fork
tune with it Falwars thonehf that peirs wores $6FF
Fieh e, and [ thonsht it wonbl be detishtfal to se@
hive roeting o Httle from his hanl work, anl not t0
b afratd ane mote of the night betl,

The doetor Kissed his dan ThteF,

Chbttlden,” he sabd, 1 have a confeseton to RAKES,

:.M:‘\n. new, Youe fathef hte boeh & terrible ol
L o Gt

MR ren, "t Be said, T have & confesston
to mehe ™

STEE R boen conatited  catd (el Joseph,

PNO bt the doctop Intefnpted bhim,  “Now
Weaf me tale Pheoe veaks neo | hanpened to be
YoRy mnch inwant of ey Fhe peactioe had heep
vere bad ge Bae o pacing potleate g |owae b
PEonhle L £k amone. that ) conettited ME MurFides ae
tothe beo avoy of sotting n loan, 1 then lofrmed
FOf the tiest tisie o 8 b teat ey el couetie
shitp.to an teieh lond might on tnened inte mofey
ME Murridee thoneht 1t was wortl exaetly twe
RURARsd pounde and F the two hndted. pottnde
withont which L cow'd not have senit Yot, DefF, te
MATFCFIEY ) coth iy g o

CPhe®e wiae some ot e aatd Hngh, ciffotie
I andercond e ware nothbne '

CThede was thie small eetite of T do nef know Kew
MARY acrre, afdd | do et knaw what it ie worth, of
WREFRETE the tongnts Rave patd af¥ rent ©

CARA CIE Murtidee Dieks father  bonehf vorg
Ferereon' <l g e sehine @ veFy stERnge

- thing for him to da

flie LiietReee lee among genecaloglet and family
efortee, @t the doctof “ite found cut what §
OuEht to hate leared before efening and «cfling=
that ¢ chattees wWore really voy good indecd=gl
meet g coffainty

“Then," eitd Hugh, “ME Wurddge (hinke N6 & |-

E#OIAE Lo b the lendiand, | «iippnesy™

“Corfatnly: he hne botteht we ont,*
“Fathee,' @t Norah, ‘yorr did (8 for the beet Tt
W fof we for DRT- thet you took the  Money
it doce i matter? (ot 1o @R €6 on just ae bofare
Fgh wor't mind: will vou. "
HNO, Tdon't wind, m%' ¥ | ¢entures to MRS §
WHle prophecy, doctor, v, MarrFdge will never be
AWREF of the Cloniattle cEtates, e¥eR (f tHeF coneiet of
m:n'shm & foue aer® ficld of b He thinie h¢
ke :‘hm Inf he mey ind (et Ne hed over

ached 4

“If | weres conenitedq Unele Joseph; T oW
frefte the tenamte to u«',“-” -

AT hE whe mkwwm.- Thi® vimie it wie (¢

Tt of the dKY, Whicl LICTENS & 1EWEF IS
hine cn g
gl i A en PRI
el Visoouns

SIREWEETS I
w « m '
T
< egtaviaver o Gy 0% WIS

.

o)%}‘\'o Woolrnek!” = -
somenow, like an Eﬂﬂt e
bl The ng of the IGMTEF WAS VoW WO~

thet the firet mian evicted fronF M holding' be
the signal for your bloody end:- No rénte, No evie
tion. Hemember Tord Mountwiorres. Ywmmnmm
VoRgeanee, Hiood afd rev ot 8

Look nt the pleture; Think #mrm-ﬁ
the ininctbles. Denth! Death! Death! Every ies
hae gnt his gin, and we ar€ sworfi. Death! Death!
Hiood and death! Down with landlords!"

And at the hotfom, radety destgned; wers & coffili-
avun, n skull, effectively afid feelingly deliieated
afrl twn crosshonés copled from the churehyse.

The doctor handed thie chearful epistle to s wife
with n leneh: but no one, even in the securé rEsrsgF
of a fastnese of Camden Town. quite likes to have g
letter sent to him with o promise of murder If he
dnroe to onforce hig rfghts, and the picture of &
coffin and a ekull, !

“Murridge, 1 suppore, haesent thent all netices t¢
pay up.” hesatd. “This is & chearful situation. e
e to et the ronte, and [ am to get the ordit for
them - in nllets - 1 don't think this was in the
wireement,

“Atall cvonts,” satd Hugh, “they don't know where
to find you. ‘Semewhers in london' is o little toc
vague oven for an evicted 1rish tenant.'”

“Ae their lnndlord,” satd Uncle Joseph, “gou sheuld
wain thetr lovalty —dy a banquet.” .

Well, ehildrén, ™ the doctor confinted, disweRrting
this sngeestion, “yvou have now heard the whole
stor€, \What a¥e wete do?  Shall T alter the plate on
the door? Shull [ attend my patients, ot asething )
van eot a vivit, in my coronet? Shatl we invite the
landlond shootefe to Camden Towh? What do you
Ry, gy

YL said tHE madical sfudent, “as there is ne
money, there will heno fun with the title"

“We will go o satd Norah, ' just ae befors, Omly,
of anree, with s little more pride.  You are pleased,
Hugh, nre you not, that you are cngnged to aread
Inely, by birfh, and the danghter of & vizcount if he
chooses ta tnke the title? [t is nlways best to be
W (o o good family,”

Yo, gl the doeforr “Crecping Hob wie=—-*

“Hush!"' satdl Norih. “T will not hear any aforfes
about my groat-great crandfather, arE ak
wayve ecntdals in every old family. 1 prefer te be
eve that they have all been the soul of honor—
overy one of them,

“You nee disappoinfed, my dea¥? The doctor
tnrned to his wife, ;

SOR' she erled, bursting into tears, Wit the r6vo-
lutionaey letter in her hend, “if we are to be 1rer
dered dn oue Letde, and #H for nothing with ne

noney ated no innd, let ue eay no more about it Ruf
it ix p etue! thing to give up your ranie:  An€ just ae
the tradespeople are Lezinning to find i¢-out. ' Why,
thisx meopning the buteher congritnlgted ofe:. e had
Just heamt it, he safd.  And he put a-penny o pound
mare upon the heef,*

AWl satd the doctor, “thet i€ settled, then. The
title e oxtinet, My chtldren, you will, however, con-
tinte to ho ne hoRorFRblE as Yon chn”

Betore Huzih went to bed that nighi® e rend over
aeon e letter whieh he had recsived (NOF oriing
svem higanother,  This was the conoltefose

Sand now, iy dear boy, yon know the whole. It
you are destrons of acting Lofore the degtar allowe
ne ta tenvel, go to iy solicitors, Mesers Ongar &
Greeeneted, of Licoln's - Inn Melde TheY Beve the
paner and know any secret,  [f 1 (€ 07 FNISarY,
wette untit my ar®val. [ egpect to berelessed ina
week of e, if thingevo well. Do nof, however, move
{h the Inatter without consniting them; asd-I do nof
tRink It feprndent (o tell ABY ofi@=ever Norith--untfl
¥Ou have consulted them., It is vexations to conceat
#aythice on hes St have patieties for a woek.

CPden't (b’ sabd Hugh, “that the doctor will
mind much. Murridee, | take it, will be nefonished”

- —_—

CHRAPTRR VIIl
THE GRAVIF OF HONOR:

Tet this chapter be printed within & déep
bisek border. et it be in mourning. et {6
be illuateated with all the emblems whick
can be gathered togother of diecrace and
dishorior, ‘The Valley of Tophet, with ite
Laleful firer, may furtiish o frontispiece=—
there may be funerest cypréese, henbane,
deadly nightshade, and the poisonous
flowere of marsh and ditch may adorn the
corners of ite pages  ‘Theré should be @
dr&wing of Adam turfied out of Puradiss,
with portraite of all the most celebrated
renegades, turiconts and fraitors, and the
most eminent snenks in history. For & maw
may do many thinee wicked and baseand
vet find forgi¥enes - he may drag lis name
in the dust, and tv ple on his self-respect,
and give arvein to Lis pastiorn; and yet be
welcomed backe infe e world of honorable
rien. Ruf the thin: whieh Dick Murridge
Jdid wae onie which can never be forgiven
him in this world save hv the givl to whom
he did this wrong. And she; I think, has
forgivert him nlready.

did it on the Tuesday morning, two
dags before his wosle expired. Hs spent the
whols of Monday in putting his cass upon
paper in the form of & réporte  On Tuesdsy

OWele Joseriv. A UONS, W0 dOUDFE5 o bauqEw |

he wont into town hefor® his father, and on
his arfieal followed him into the inner offies
with a roll of peper in hie hand.

oI think, siv,” he sfid, “that I have done |
all [ can in thie matter. | have put down
on paper what I have to tell you=—for your
prieate informadion:”

“Do yorr mean thas you have fourd the
thief and forger?!

“T think I have"

“Thinke! 1 want to be sura And
what o yott mean by talking of my private
information? 1t vou've got the wan, il
soon show you how private I will keep the
information,”

“TE you will rend these poperie'’

Afterivard.  Tell me who did 16"

“Waoll, then, 1§ was=none othere=th@n=
sour private clerk=>Norah Cronan”

Diek looked hic father steadily in the face,
cpeeking slowly and deliberately.

“I don't Lelieve it]"

Mr. Murridge sprang to hie feet asd
Laineedd the table with his fist

“Hoad these papers, then "

“Dick, t don't beliove it! The thing is
mapossibie!  Where ave your proofs#”

Tead thess paners.”

“Norah Cronan! It cannot bs!"

Dick smiled, a® one who i§ on & rook of
cerfninty and cag afford to smile,

“Waat have your alwaye told me, vy
Novor trust ‘anybody, Kvery man e for|
Fimsoif, - ivery man has hie price.  Every- |
Lexly thinke of nothing but hineeif. Very
woll, then, remember thess maxime before
von say that anything is impoesible,  If you
will read these papers you will find—=—"

“Read the paper yourself., Lot me know
all that vou can prove, Read the paper your-
«elf.  Quick"™

bio theew himss!f into & chalr and waited
with angry lHght in his oye

Eversthing happens in the way wo loast |
expect.  Diek had made up his mind that he
wonld lay the paper upon the table with
colomaity snitabie to the occaston; and then
vetivg, weaving the document to produce its
vatural offect.  Me further calotilated that,
alter rending the paper, his father would '
moet likely senel  for him and enjoin him to i
<ay nothing more about the mnatter. |
at least, wae what he hoped. But he had
not cxpected to be asked to réad the paper
alond, and he naturally hesitated. He had
committel to writing an enormous lis; or
tather a chain and <erics of lies=—all strong; '
nassive, vell-connected, forming together s |
tale which, for cowardics and meanness,
v wor had an cqual «ince the daye when men- |

1
|

Lt learied to tell lew, ewop yarns, invent .

rYetive and pase on the blame.  Certainly it

would never have a superior. To write cuolr

a thing, however, was cne thing: to réad it |
cahnly and coldly was another.

When Dick had ones made up his mind

that cscapes wae only posdble by one methody |
hw gave hi€ whole thought and devoted the

overy point. He wrote and r&witts every .
sihghe santene

it over and over agling be ex mined the |

Jocumens critic ally: bheput hinmmeif in the |

place of & haet .« and critie; be
even resd it wlond, is the very beet |
way poscible of testing the shrength of euch
n docnment, whethier from the credible and
the probable; or front the pleusible sud pax
snaeive, or fromE the purely litersey point of
view. He wae not greatly deilied; ao niay be
m& " i fletion conmidersd nsﬂwa
which ie,

“‘Readt 15" mpated: ‘Tt
be aF what you ieve foumd- €16 is tptiemm
He efommed; beowass bie EIWW 50t whiet bs
shorid do {f i were e :
The roumg mam Weeiiated uo longer. Wit

T
Sio

!
<reatost »ocuible paine to make the narrstioe |
complets in all ite parts, aud impreguable ot |

Alf & dowew times: he read |

o would bheve induced me to write down
mtm“& You will consider it

as, iE pRFt, & confession.”
Mr. Murridgs looked up shurply and. sow

pm you il see,” Dick ro-
answering thasglanoe; ‘‘aconfession.

When theduty of taking up and investigating
this case was laid upon me; my lips, which
would otherwise have remained shut, as a
point of hemor, were opened. It I did not
obey your command t6 the fullest extent,
innoecent pertons might be suepected and
everr be punished. I have; therefore, re-
solved upon tetling you ail that I know,
whatever happers. And since I must write
down the truth. [ prey that oo further ac-
tion may be teken im the case; and that this
most deplorable busigess may be forgotten
and dropped, never to bs mentioned again.”

“Whst the devil do you mesn by that?"
his father cried. ‘‘The business forgotten!
The matter allowed to drop! Do I look like
the mag to forget suck a thing? No further
actien, indesd! Wait, you shall ses what

further action I shall takei” =
Dick did-mot step to press this petition for
Tt is now four weshs,” he read-

v continued;
ing from the paper, ‘‘since I had the mistfor-
tune=it was a great misfortune to me, and
1 am very sorTy that it happemed—to ol-
serVve; qUItS accidentally, a certain suspicious
circimstancs which took plaee in your own
offfice: This circumstance caused me the
grontest uneariniess and suspicion at the
time, and has filled me with anxiety ever
simee Of course; as you will immediately
understand, directly you spoke to me last
weele my suspicions tuimied to certainty. 1
was, as usasl, in the outer office; and I had
nothing todo but to sit and wsailt for any
worlk which might be sent out. The time
was & quarter past two, You were gone out
10 your dinner, and the boy was gone to his
Therc was, therefors; no one at sil in tie
places eXcept myseif. Before youw went ou!

you loeked up your sefe with your papersis
f& I know that., because, as you passed
through the outer door, you dropped the
¥eys into your pocket. You left your own
door wide openi. A fow minuftes afterwards,
to my astonishment, Norah Cronan caine in.
‘Is your fatner inf she asked, in & whisper.
I anked her i€ she knew what timo it was,
and whether sheé expected a regular man
like you to be in at a quarter past two, She
made ro reply, but went into your office
very quickly and shut the door.  As she
passed me | remarked that her face was red
and her eyes looked swollen, as if she had
beeni crying. 1 daré say you yourself have
noticed that, for some time past, she has
beern out of spirttst”

Mr. Murridgo grunted; but what he meant
is got known.

*‘She shut ths door, but, as sometimes |

bwppens, the lock did not cateh, and the
door stood ajar. From the place where I
waa sitfing L could ses through the door,
and could cateh something of what she was
about- i was not curious, but I looked, and
I obwerved that she was tearing something
ot of a ook This was such a strange
thing to do that it caught my eye. Why
should sho come tffyour office, when you
Wwere ouf, in order to tear leaves out of a
book? 1t certainly seemed to be a book of
gome kind, but from my place I was quite
unable to ree What it was, or why she was
tearing it up. Then shs folded the leaves
very carefully, and, ro far as [ could see,
put them in her pocket. After a few minutes
she came out agmin. Of course [ was, by
this tims, very curious indeed, but I asked
no questions. A man does not like to seem
curions about a thing which he has seen,
s0  to spenk, through a keyhole. I

noticed, however, that her breath
was quick, and that her hand trem-
bled. And she said & very stranze

thing to e ‘Dick.’ she raid. ‘when your
father comes back, do not tell him that I
came heré, | only came to get something—
something which 1 forgot this rorning,
nothing of any importanes.’ She stam-
mered a great ceal while sha said this, I
told her that it was no businese of mine
whether she came or whether she stayed
away, Lecause 1 had nothing to do with her
or her work. Then she laid her Land on my
shoulder and laoked into my faco. ‘But
proniise, Dick,’ she said. ‘You see wo arc
such old friende, you and I, and Daff is
your bLosom friend. Wo ought to be able
to depend on you. Promiss, dear Dick: say
that you will never teil your father that [
came to his office any day when he wasz out
of it’ Inaturally promised. And sho went
AWRY. AS s00n &8 she was ‘gone I went into
sour offico to find out what she had bheen
tearing. if I could, being still curious,
&nd not Ltest satisfiod with myself
for having made that promise.  There
weré (wWo or three grgat books on the
table, your genealogical books But che
would riot be fikely to taar any of the leaves
out of them, hecsuse they are mot the only
copies, 1 looked about, therefore, and pres-
ently, poked away under some papers, I
found your check book lying on the table. [
took it up and examined it. [ do not know
why, because'l had no suepicion of this kind
of thing. What was my astonishment to
discover that six of the checks had been
‘taken out of the Look! 8ix; they were
‘sofittered hers and thero, not taken out in
& lump. This, of course, was in order to
lessen thie chanecs of immediate dizcovery. |
never lLefore knew that you were in the
‘habit of leaving your check book out. This
was the thing that I found. 1t was after-
wards, when | began to think about it, that
I .connected the leaves torn out of the book,
and so0 carefully folded, with the check
book."

Mr. Murridge’s face, which had been at
firet expectant and interested, was now as
black as Frebus
1 ‘(o on" e waid- “Get on faster: Let
'us tinish with this'

.

|

i

evening; there )

leftmy cheek beslk lyiug sbout- 1% might
bave been lying: o the table all nighty or
from Satarday until Mondayx I canmot ad-

Cronas’
“Very well, sir; [am you. think that

it may lie outside um. = was |-
“You ought to have told me at omee.

You find my check book with six checks
torn out, and you did not tell me. Were you
mad?

““Perhaps; but remember that I only saw
leaves, or what seemid to be lesves, torn
out aud folded up. It was not till after-
ward, I repeat, that I suspected Norah of
stealing checks. It wasmnot till you told me
of your loss that: I really connected her with
those checks,”

‘“You ought to bave told me dirsetly you
hesrd of the loss.”

“I confe:s again that I ought to have told
you. Well, 1 did not. That is. allI can
say. First, I had passed my word to Norah
that I would not mention her visit. Next; I
was confused and bewiidered on her ac-
count, and then I was afraid of you.”

“Oh, afraid of me!”

“Yes, afraid of you. Norah has been your
favorite always. Yougive her the confiden-
tial work, and me the office drudgery. I
thought you would not believe me. Perhaps
1 hoped that she would got off altogether.
But when you placed the whole case in my
bands, the first thing that forced itself upen
me was that the forgery must have been
committed by means of these very missing
checks.”

““Well, the rmmbers prove that.””

“So that nothing was leit to me butto con-
fest what I knew, and to follow up that fast
as a clew.”

Dick sighed heavily. '

“I wish the task had beem intrustsd to
another man. First I thought of goingto
Calista -and telling her everything. But
Norah is her sister, so that it seemed best
to tell you all myself. Perhaps Calists may
be spared the pain of ever learning this
dreadful thing. As for the actual forger, I
cannot yet speak. But 1 bave proofs as to
the prosentation of two checksout of the
tive,”

“Proofs? Nothing but the clearest proofs
will satisty ine!”

“You shall Le satisfled, then. What do
you think of this for one prooft The girl
deseribed Ly the bank clerk as having pre-
gented one of the checks was Norah herself.
Far proof send for the clerk when she is
here. He will be able to identify her, I
dare sav. Thatis my flrst proof. Now for
the second: The young gentleman who pre-
sented and cashed the check last Thursday
at onso'clock was no other than her brother,
young Hyacinth Cronan—Datfodil. He
must have gone to tho Lank just before one
o'clock, becanse he came herc a few minutes
after one, and we went out to dinner together.
We went to (‘rosby Hall and sat there till two.
Tho clerk, you know, gave one o'clock as the
hour. I have no doubt but he will identify
Datfodil as well, It will be perfectly easy.”

“The checks may have been given to

them,”
“By the actnal forgert Very possible
Rut in this case unlikely. Beeause who

would do it for them?’

“Go on.” The case was getting blacker.
“‘As regards the character of Daff—I mean

Hyacinth—for steadiness, I am afraid we |

cannot say much. He is, a3 you know per-
hape, at Univerzity College hospital, and he
belongs to a fastset. They piay billiards,
smoke together, have parties in each other’s
roomg, and go to theatres and music halls”
—all this was strictly true, and yet—poor
Daffodil {—*worse still, he goes to a gaming
den, 1t is a place open every evening for
playing baccarat and every kind of gam-
bling gam:. I dare say, when they do noth-
ing else they play pitch and toss. I remem-
bered your recommendation to use every

e s e

means in order to find out the truth, and I

went with him.  We went twice last week.”
This alsn, as we know, was literally true
“[ have also learned that he is in money
difficultiex”  Daffoldil had shown Dick
a letter from his tailor intimating that
semething on account woull be desirable.
“Altogether, I think my theory will prove
right—Norah took the checks with a view to
help her Lrothier,  Of course she knows very
well vour custom of drawing twelve pound

checks for private purposes.  Therefore she

filled these up for that amount, confident
that they would then pass without suspicion,
and might cven escape your notice. She
imitated your cignature; and she gave them
every one to her brother, except that which
she cashed herself, presumably also for him.
I am quite sure she did it for her brother
Whether he knows how she got the checks,
whether he stands in with-her, I cannot tell.
That will e seen when he is confronted with
the vank clerk, and charged with presenting
the check. You will judge by what he re-
plies to the charge.”
“*Has the girl a lover?™

TSNS CANADIAN FOUT, EENDUAY, GWY. YEIDAY, SEPTEMEXE 24, 1566. '

“No, si: The drawer is neveropes thas I
mow of, except Mr: Richard’s in his chair”
“Have you ever tried to opem that drawer

}M

with a key or without”

“No, ,sir. Fe always locks it And I
haven’t got no keys. And why should I
wantto open Mr. Richard’s drawer!”

‘“There’s villainy somewhere.” Mr. Mur-

*ritige brestbed hard, and: put his bands in

his]llckﬂ -.Vi]l~'ny"um m y
to the-bottom of this.”

“The vanishing of the cheels,” said Dick,
“geems to crown the whole thing.”

“What do you meau!’ asked his father,

roughly.

Dick showed his key.

“You see, it is quite a commen ksy: Any-
body with a good big bunch of keys could
open the drawer even—such
thingsde happen—when the key was turned
the bolt fell back and the drawer was open.
What did you give me the cheeks for? They
were 1o use to me—not the least use.”

Mr. Murridge grunted. The cheeks could
not,tmdcanydrcumstneu, have been of
use to his son in his investigation. Now
they were)-gone, perhaps lost altogether.
Why, it was now become a forgery without
what the French call the pieees.of convic-
tion. Who can prove a forgery when there
is oo document before the court? Mr. Mur
#idge retired to his own office, followed by
iz

son.

“Look here, Dick,” he said, ‘‘this thingis
getting more complicated. I must think it
over. You've done your share. Leaveitte
me.’

“You needn’t go investigating or inquir-
ing, or anything,” said his son; ‘‘you may
entirely depend on the truth of my facts.
Start from them.”

“Perhaps. Yes: well I've nothing for
you at the office, Dick. Go and take a holi-
day; amuse yourseif somehow—as you like
te amuse yourself. But, mind, not a word
to anybody—not a syllable. Not a breath
of what you've told me either to Norah or
to her brother. This paper and the accu-
sation it contains belong to me. Do you
hold your tongue about the matter. Let no
one suspect,”

Dick desired nothing so much as complete

| oblivion and the burial of the whole busi-

ness, He said so, in fact

“But what shall you do next?” he asked.

“That is my businesi Only hold your
tongue, and leave the rest of the case to
m”

“It has come,” said the office boy, watch-
ing. ‘“He’s done something at last. He's
ordered to leave the office in disgrace. I
knew he would do something; and I've got
something more, and [ <hall make him
wriggle. He thinks he won't be found out
Ho! I'm a mea.ly little devil, and she's a
saprhire. lt's something against her, is it}
Just you wait. The office boy has a eye
open.”

“Mr. Murridze wemt back to his own office
and sat down gloomy and.wrathful. He
left his door wide Open, and the boy, sitting
at his own table, his hands on the handle of
the letter press, watched him carefully,
wondering whether the time was yet ar-
rived for him to step in. But for such a lad
to ‘‘step in” befor: the right moment might
endanzer everything. Nuppose if, by reason
of premature steppinz in, instead of seeing
Mr. Richari wrigzle he might himself have
to do all the wrizgling? If he got turned
out of his berth this would certainly happen
to him when he went !.ome, his father being
a fellowship porter, and stout of arm.

All this took place at ten 0o'clock, the first
thing in the morning. It was over by half-
past ten. When, at eleven o'clock, Norah
came as usual, she found her employer sit-
ting idle. His letters were unopened, his
sate was still shut, his papers were not laid
out before him. The day’s work was not yet
commenced.

“Why!” cried Norah: ‘““what is the mat-
ter with you to-day? Are you ill?

Her cyes were so bright, her face so full
of sunshine, her look so radiant with the
happiness of vouth, innocence and love that
Mr. Murridge groaned aloud, wondering
how thix thing could be possible.

*Wait a moment here,” he said, taking his .

hat: I will be back in a few minutes.”
Nornh had plenty to occupy her. She

1 opened her black bag, spread out her papers,

and put them in order, till Mr. Murridge re-
turned, which was after five minutes: he

! was accompanied by a voung gentleman,

who, while Mr. Murridge opened his safe
and rummaged among his papers, stared at

i Norah rather more closely than was consist-
' ent with good manners, accordiny to her
. OWn views,

| want.”

]

“She has leen engaged for the last week |

or so only.”
*Who is the man?”
“His name is Hugh Aquila. He is resi-

dent medical ofiicer at the Children's Hos- |

pital. | was at school with him. But you

need not inquire abont him. He has got

nothing to do with it.”

*‘How do you know that?™

“Because hiz mother has money. Mme.
Aquila was a prolessional singer, who made
monev and retired from the profession.
Resides, he thinks about mothing but his

*“Here.” said Mr. Murridge presently, tak-
ing his head out of the safe, “‘is what you
He gave the voung gentleman a

| paper, ted followed him outof the office

*Well? ho asked in a whisper.
“That i the young lady,” the clerk re-
plied, aiso in a whisper.
But the office bov heard and wondered.
*You are quite sure of it¢”

“Quite sure. Iwonld swear to her. I am

. certain of her identity.” :

work. He has a8 much money as he wanta, |

and he never was in debt or any trouble,
Why should he stand in#®

*He is not A man who bets and gambles?

‘Not at all.”

“Hamph. Give me the paper. Theresa
nest of villainy somewhere about the place.”

Dick folded it neatly. and handed it over
with the air of tho undertaker’s man hand-
ing the gloves at a funeral.

“Of course you are prepared to swear to
this statement!”

Then Mr. Murridge came back and shut the
door.

“Norah,” he saii, walking up and dowr
the room in considerable agitation, “a very
curious thingy has happened.”

*What is that "

“I bave Leen robbed.”

“Oh, how dreadful! Is it much?

“I have been robbed—treacherously
robbe-l.” he added. as if most robberies were
open handed and friendly, *of sixty pounds,
by means of five forged checks; payable tc
bearer.”

“Ohi"

‘“Each was for twalve pounds. Now,
listen. Three were brought o the bank and

! cashed by one man—a man who spoke a

“Certainly.” This with perfectly steady :

Sary.

**Very well. There remains the man who
presented the three checks. 1 have not yet
laid my hands upon him. No doubt if
Norah confesses, she will tell you who he is.
If not, you have enough te satisfy you.”

“I have enough when I have all.  Go now
—or stay—where are .the checks and the
check book that I left in your hands?’

eyer,
“U’l,'oouml trust it will not be neces- |

“They are locked.up in my private drawer

in the other room. I will getthem.” Hes ! she was white and frightened, and she trem-

vanished, but returned in a moment. “They
are gone!” he cried. *The checks are gonet™
“Gone!”

l “‘l'bvymgvlldn! On&turdgyv I left them
n my wer; - Now are o
*“Was the drawer locked?’ i
“It is always locked. Here is the key
which has just unlocked it. Indeed, I am
sure they were in the drawer ou Ssturday.”
Mr. Murridge went into the outer office.
The private drawer contained nothing but a.
few unimportant papers. The drswer, in-

deed, migit just as weil have been
for the formdncb and the check
which Dick were left there on Saturday,
bad disnppeared. -
“Who bas beenm im this office, boy,” asked
Mr. MwTidgs; ‘‘besides yourself, since Sas-
“Ounly Miss Cronmn, sir; and Mr. Richard
todsy, si= Nobody came yesterdsy, sir.”
‘Whas time did you lesve the place on

“Not till thres Jclock, sir: M Croman.
was with you whes brought me ocutthe:
-bmwew-tty:;"

|
1

foreign accent. and who can be easily identi-
fied. He presented them on the third, the
sixth and thirteentia of this month.”

““Well” said Norah, “if he can be identi-
fied, you ought ro be able to find him.”

*“One, also one of the forged checks, was
presented on Friday, the 15th, at a quarter
past twelve, by a young lady.” Mr. Mur
ridge watched the effect of his words, and
spoke very siowly. ‘It was a check for
twelve pounds, payable to bLearer. It was
cashed by a young lady. What is the mat
ter. Norah?” for the girl had turned white,
and reeled as if she was about to faint.

“Nothng. Goon. Itismnothing” But

bled, and was fain to sit down. Norah was
& bad actress.
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of my confidence in you—a complete proof of my con-
fidence in you. Iwill put this case, too, into vour
hands. Do you hear? You shall carry it throuszh
for me."

She made no sign whatever,

“lwill giveit to you for your own investication.
You shall find out. Norah. who took the checks frogmn
my check ook, who fiiled thein and signed then:,
who presented then.  You shall help 1me to bring
this villain to justice.” The cirl sat Lefore him with
nale cheek and eves down-iropped. and she trem-
bled. Her hands trembicd. her lips trembled, o=
shoulders trembled. "It shall be your task. Will
you undertake it?”

S;du she made no sign.

“It may be—! say it mar be—that some éxer
what men call excuses—idle things, but the_\'=
sometimes accepted—may be found. The thing may
have been done by some one to help another verson
in trouble. Oh. toere are peopie 8o foolish anid weak
that they will even incur the risk of crime and lis-
grace and punishment for others. Women have
been known to do such things for taeir prodizak
lovers and their unworthy brothers. Find out. if
you can, such an excuse. and when you bring me the
name of the guilty person I will cunsider how far
that excuse may avail in saving him from punish-
ment.”

“Spare me™ cried Norah. “Oh, I will do anything
s.::huyonatmc—wmng else; but I cannog do

“Becamsn T

T canmot. I can give you no reason.”

“You refuse to doit Why? Idon’t ask you this
time, Norah. 1command you. If you are stiil to re-
main in my service, undertake this investization.”

-"_Im:l‘}m I cannot. I will rather leave your
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