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THE TRAFFIC IN PARLIAMEN.-
TARY INFLUENCE.
Mr. Somerville arf;-l-ms Mr. Hec~
tor Cameron.

Hew the Independence of Pariiament is
Usadermined--PFroouring Rallway Sub-
sidies-Levying a Commission-—Some-
thing for Self amd Two “Boys’—-Diad
Rector have * Twins?”

© = ’
[From the llansm;g_t{!' Paos:éu]; Thursday, May

" Mr. SoMERVILLE (Brant).—I desire to
occupy the attention of the house for a
very shor} time in bringing under the no.
tice of the members of this house a matter
of ‘vital importance, a matter affecting the
independence of parliament and the honest
representation of the people in this house.

Every niember of this house is aware that

certain revelations have heen made during
this session of parliament, not only on the
floor of this house, but in the public
accounts committee, with reference to
tratlicking in railway charters by members
of this house, We have all heard what
has been sald with regard to the conduct

wie member for West Toronto (Mr,
Beaty), in endeavoring to secure for him-

self and other members of this house, co.
directors with him in the management of
the North-west Central raflway, . a sum
amounting to $670,000. We have all heard
these rovelations, and I fancy that the
couftry, as well as .the members of this
houée, has been startled and shocked to

think that such practices are in voguein |

this house, which is supposed to represent
the free and independent electors of the
Dominion of Canada. This is not the only
instance which has been pointed out dur-
ingthix =ession of parlinment, which indi.
cates that mewbers of thi,- house who
support tlie government are indulging,
from timwe to tire, in practices which do
not retlect credit upon them or upon She
administraticn which they support; —prac-
tices which wre corrupt in every respect,
and which will eventually lead to the
thorough demoralization not only of this
legislaiure but of the people throughout
the lenzth and breadth of this Dominion,
I would just call attention, while speaking
of railway grants, to the fact that the gov-
ernment, at if i~ session, propose to vote &
sum amounting to nearly 3,000,000 in
bonusing certain railways in certain parts
of the Dominion of Canada. Now, I think,
and a great many of the members of this
house, and I believes vast majority of the
people of this Dominion think, if they had
an opporiunity of expressing their opinion,
that this system of benusing local railways
by the Dominion government is one of the
most corrupt systems that has ever been
introduced in this or any other parliament.
It has a tendency to demeralise not only
the prople’s representatives in this house,
but the consvituencies that are represent-
ed, and the provinces of which they fora
part, aad, if this governament determines
to denoradise not only the members who
represcrt the people in this house, buts the
constituencies and provinces that are rep-
resented by these members, by the system
of log-rolling which they nave eatablished
in granting bonuses to local railways all
over the Dominion, I think it is time some
action -hould be taken by the people to put
a stop to this system of government. I
say that the practice is vicious, and calcu-
lated to demoralise the house and the
people at larize. It is the duty of every
honest man in this house to endeavour to
put a stop to these practices, and to purge
this parliament of vhe presence of men who
bring discredit upon the house and upcou
our responeible form of governme .t
Now, Mr. Speaker, iv has long been » iond
idea of the pebple of Canada that \ve en.
joy the blessines of responsiblc govern.
ment. Wo know that many ye.rs ago we
had to strive axainst those whLo were try-
ing to oppress the people in certain por-
tions of thiy country, under the old family
compact. We all know the struggic that
the people of Ontario had to go through to
secure for them=elves the blessings of
responsible government. The people of
this Dominion have reason to feel proud of
the forin of government we possess, but at
the same time, when they review the acts
of thix govertinent which have been plac-
ed upowu our statute books during the laat
geven ;-ars, and which are found recorded
in the vilicial reporis of this house, they
have reason {0 fear that their rights have
been trampled upon in many ways, and
that tliey do not now, in reality, enjoy that
respousibie government which was guar-
anteed to lem, Sir, the revelations that

.#have ueon made here to-night by the hon,

gentieinan who preceded me, and which
have ' cen proven by the documentary evi-
denc: e submitied, go to show that for

corrupt practices some of the members of
the government and their supporters in
this house stand out more prominently
than the representatives of the peopls of
any other couniry [ ever read of possessing
responsilile government, But, Mr. Speaker,
1 will confine my=self to making & specifie
charge ayxainst o member of this house, I
regret to say tnat I feel it my duty, as &
member of this houss, to try to expese
some of the pructices which have been in-

-dulged in by meinbers of this house;

which are calculated to subvert the true
principles of responsible government, to
demoralise our whole system, and to ren-
der nuuatory the will of the people im send-
ing their representatives here, The

I am about to make isone of a-very serious
character. I regret that it ismy duty te
make it, but still, [ consider thes itie the
duty cf the peopie’s representatives inthis
house wtlohex‘:):el&" oo e
case, aithough the duty is & disagyes.
able one, I shall net Hlinel fromit. I malie
the chsrge with the full convietion that
can prove the statements I :ﬁ #HOGE -
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isfled of the truthof the
the truth of the chamme
1intended to make i}
to-dsy. I now do so, snd
lish the truth of the charge.

I bad some way viciated the

elections. The shape in

Mr, CAMERON (Nerth V
order. I repeat my statement
[

the course of debate hers.
men

Mr. SPEAKER.~1t is Dot
to use any personal e

of the house,
Mr. CasEY,—~Then the ]

have ruled that language
to any member is unparii
quire that the hon. member
gise for and retract thel
proceeds. I ask for your
point.

sive is contrary to the rules of

tion he may labor,
quire aretraction.

opportunity.

the lan

member should withdraw it.
never gone the length of

the expression.

unparliamentary lauguage I

have dons so.

a debate he raised certain q

I never had any interestio any
ever made or aby gTaut ever

government. I never

a cllent, who has been & client

he was about leaviog this

co-operation of

therequest wis made-to
mission,not

any
the neme of ooe
(2 bcotww

I

satiefled that I would be o

?

l

N I wrote to the hom.

é.

a

I am sfforded am opportunity I cas estab-

Mr, CauEnow (North Victoris)—I undes-
stood from the heu. gentlemen who has
just taken his seat that his chargs would
take a specific form, sud that it would be
in that sbape in which it eould be referred
to the committes ou privileges amd eles-
tious; thas he 1oeant to make a charge thet

Parliament and that it could
ferred to meeo';"mummmvm:&

¥

expressed it is not thas im which.

to that commi He has not
&l.orhu simply adopted the policy of slan-

Some hon, members,—Order.

Mr., gruxn. ~Stronger language than
that, [ am sorry to say, has been used in

Mr. CA's“.—Tbe question is, is it paviia-

nal
guage that is offensive to any hou. member

taken back and apologised for. As
that is

Mr. SPRARER.—Lasgusge that is offen-

I am sure the hon, gentleman will not use
any language that is offensive to any hon.
member, no matter under what provoca-

Mr. Casey.—The rules of parliament re-
Mr. SPEAKER.—Give the hon. memberan

r. Casey.—I ask you to rule as to the :
necessity of an apology and a-retraction of

Mr, SPEARER.~I! any language that is
not pariiamentary has been used the hon.

asking hon. mem-
bers to apologise; they simply withdraw | sonal ad:
Mr. CAMERON (Victoris).—If I have used
withdraw it.

I am not aware that I had done so.
Mr. Casev,—Mr, Speaker has ruled you

Mr. CAMERON (Victorts),—3My compisint
against the hon. member who has made
this statement in reference to me was that
inatead of bringing the charge forwssd oo
his responsibility ass memberof thishouse
in such & shape that the matter could have
been referred to the committee oo privi-

leges and elections, which could have in-
vestigated it, he has thought fit to make it
in an unauthenticshape, He has made

statement mentioning me personally
he has not done it on his responsibility as
& member of this house. There is & well-
known rule and practice in this house by
which any hon. member who seeks to
charge any other hon. member with any
act done in violation of the rules of parlis-
ment or that he hasin any way placed him-
self in a position that the committes on
privileges and elections could investigate
the maiter and decide whether he had act-
ed in such a manner that bis seat in this
houve was forfeited—it required that a
mernaber of this houseshould on his own re-
«ponsibility as such member stand
make the charge. The hon. gentleman has
net thought fit to do so. In the course of

uestions

made a certain statement in regard to me.
In reply tothat statement I say this, and
I inake the statement on my responsibility
as a member of this house, I never made
any agreement in any way or shape where-
by I became interested in amy way what-
ever in any bonus or subsidy that was vot-
¢d by this house to the Erie amd Huron
railway and other railway. The hon.
tleman who last epoke, the hon. member
for West Huron (Mr.Cameron) hasonother
occasions referred to meand I take this op-

ortunity of saying that I never had the
rnterest of one acre or one inch of govern-
ment. land obtained from the governmesnt; | ©
I never applied for any in my own interest.

timber lands, colonization lands, grasing
lands,coal lands orany other land from the
government. I never was interested im
one single inch of any land granted by the

applied

which I had the slightest personal interest
and I never received any such land. I have
never asked the government, of whick [ take the
have been & fsitbful supporter ever sioce

the present government was in. power, for
any favor for myself or im which I had suy
personal interest; and I defy any hon. gen-
tleman to prove I have ever done so. 1o re-
gard to the specific statements which the
hon. member for Brant has just made;Ibeg
to make thisstatement: I m%

is well-known for &grest many yesss,when

ing to the Soutbern States sud

Indles, to act as his solicitor inmakisg aa
application foraid to the Erie and Huvon
riilway. I was asked by him to procuss the

bers of this house;, who could work the
matter up, find and furnish the necesssry
atatistics and informationaad details
der that the government could see that
it was a proper rent (0 be mede: When

methis guntieman

stated Lbathe was propered- {0 pay & com-
subsid: zg{mmztmmdnu ber.
s mmuyci boous; swd lllt‘m

taintng momtetost
I wish to provore the
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tershould be investigated. I desirethatit
shouid be investigated, or] would not have

I believe that the charge that I make can
be substantiated. He says it cazmot: and
in order to give me an opportunity of sub-
:mn opponmynnuy f sho ilu l::“‘"

an of showing, ashe says
he can show, that that charge is mot cor-
rect, with the permission of the house I
will now move for the appointment of a
committee to investigate this matter. I

undertaken soonmer in the session had it
not been for the fact that the prinmcipal

country and could not be had. I may state
for the information of the houn. gentleman
that the letter he talks about is not the
letter I speak about at all. I wish to say
that if I move this reaolution I do not wans
it to be understood that it is an amend.
g be Saciliod 13 sare
of 8 perm move
it onmnyng.lm y—for I do not wish
to move it as & motion of non-confidence.
Mr. SPEAKER.—Then it cught not to be
moved now, but after the house comes out
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terof privilege or

bmyiz must be & matter aris

of urgency. A

byamatterof p
ing from.

in themiddle of the debate;

eren.
{Toronto Globe, May 28.]

It would not be fair, because it would be
premature, for us tosay that Mr. Heetor
Cameron is guilty of the very serious
charges brought against him by Mr. Som*
erville of Brant. The allegation is that
Mr. Cameron in 1884, while using his in-
fluence to procure a government subsidy of
$06,000 for the Erie & Huron railway com-
pany, wrote to an officer of that company
demanding for himself and two associates
a share of ten per cent. on the $06,000,, In
justice to Mr. Somerville it must be said
that he has brought the charge in the most
direct, open and manly fashion. He moved
for an investigation before a select commit-
tee of seven members, of whom but three

are liberals. He satisfactorily answered
the assertion that the charge should have
beeen moved eaclier by stating that the
ipal witness has been out of the coun-
try till within the last few days.
charge could not have been brought d

Mr, SoMERVILLE (Braat).—Then I under-
stand that I shall be in order in moving
this motion to-morrow before the

t privilege n.!!eewlaé gmi:
a question o

mqmbuy a motion affecting
duet of any member will then be

Mr. SoMERVILLE (Brant).—Then I will
reserve moving the motion uatil to-mor-

[From the Globe'’s report.]

In the house on Friday,—

Mr. SOMERVILLE rising toa question of
privilege, reminded the house of his
promise to bring up at this stage his charge
against the member for North Victoria
(Mr, Cameron). He reiterated his charge
and asked for an opportunity to bring his | princ
evidence forward. That this might be giv-
en he proposed the following resolution:—
“Mr. Somerville having stated in his place
in the house that heis credibly informed
and believes that he can establish by satis-
factory evidence that Hector Cameron, then
and nowa member of this house, was in
the year 1884 using his intiuence and exer-
tions to procure from the government and
pariiament a subsidy for the Erie & Huron
railway company of 83,200 a mile for30
miles, amounting to 896,000, and while so
engaged he wrote to anofficer of the com-

may say that this matter would have been |

Cameron’s absence in .
he did not take his place this sessioa till
three weeks ago. Since then,
within a week, the principal witness has
been beyond reach.
The presumption from Mr. Somerville’s | in

conduct is strengthened by Mr.
He does not deny that he wrote a letter
such as designated but he says, first, that
:::aw;ote itas sollcmirt::omen;md next
t it cannot properiy brought against
himsT eviglence. It wonl:llm be ‘‘very dishon.
ourable,” he states—and he appears to
an authority on l:onnr—tmgxl
lle to base his charge on

Bie-somery

of its contents, and
with those contents is marked in a partic.
ular way, one cannot eseape inferenc
deeidne‘:'bsolutel = point{
y upon
factit would be absurd to hold that Mr:
Somerville, in a matterof grave public in-

to
of honour; In

% sstion i talew.- It iv oot any oo
e of the duty of the b getle

e pustiemme calie
for: He is joet s froe t5 sl thatthis:|
TEE clectinEs; wﬁs“ﬁd

®

him on such mattars an al-
equal to Sir Hector’s, Sir John's or
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A Serious Charge.
[Ottawa Free Press, May 28}

Mr. Somerville of Brant in parliament
last night preferred aseriouscharge against
Mpr. Hector Cameron of North Victoriaand
demanded an investigation. He charged
that the latter member in the year 1884
used his influence to procurs from the gov-
ernment and parliament a subsidy for the

amount of such subsidy shoul

whose co-operation he had secured, obe-
half of such commission to be paid en the
subsidy being voted and the other half on
the money being cm.over.

Mr, Cameron that the charges are
untrue and we hope they are; but caandor
compels the admission that his denial in
parliament last night was not very impres.
sive. His line of argument that because
he wrote upon a letter ‘‘private and confi-
dential” it would be dishonorable. for any

an admission that the letter might con.

that the letter 30 endorsed never reached
the hands of the person to whom it was
addressed, but was returned to him from

Washington
medium of the dead letter office. Mr.Cam-
eron’s surprise was manifest when Mr,
Somerville stated that the letter described
by Mr. Cameron was not the letter upon
which he based this charge mgeroeptl-
ble to the house, Why Mr. Cameron
should be surprised does not appear; be-
cause Mr, Cameron’s own admission was
that this ‘“‘private and confidential” letter
of which he spoke never reached the
of the person for whom it was in-

y as the author.
We do not purpose commenting upon

cate, manly and honorable manner.

[Toronto Mail, May 31st.]

by a letter written by Mr. Cameron to Mr.

subsidy by Mr, Bickford to a third party—
not a member of parliament—who had aid-
ed Mr. Bickford in promoting the road, but
that he himsell never made any such

demand for himse!f. The matter has been
referred to the committee on privileges and
elections, but it is doubtful if a complete
n can be held. Mr; Somerville

being that a leading witness has been out

of the country. The Globe, however, re-

quires no witnesses, 'The day after the

charge was made im the house, our gener-

ous cotemporary found Mr, Cameron guilty,

e::‘pne his strenuous denial, and without
ting for Mr. Somerville’s proofs,

It will be observed that in Mr, Cameron’s
case, as in the case of Mr. John White, the
opposition prefer no charge against the
government. It is not pretended that the

by Mr. Cameron’s influence. On
the contrary, it is admitted that in subsid-
izing this line the government simply fol-

isalleged is that Mr. Cameron did wrong,
which remains to be ved. It isa ve

of | difterent case from t of Mesars., Coo.

and Mills, where a minister of the crown,

a political supporter of a debt due to the

i

of a better, is neither en t
the peeple norprofitable to thamselves.,
P

GREENBANK,

Erieand Huron railway of $3,200 a mile for

an officer of the eom stipulal that
a commission or bonmt ten dpertg:t. on

be paid to
him for himself and two other persons

per=on to read it in the house was rather

tain something. How the opposition were
going to read such a letter to the house
does not appear when Mr, Cameron admits

as the writer through the

tended, hut was retarned to Mr. Cameron
personall

the matter further at thisstage, other than
to say that Mr. Somerville discharged last
night a most painful duty in a most deli-

R e -
The Tory Organ’s Defence of the Pereen-

The charge against Mr, Hector Cameron
is, in plain English, that he attempted to
collect from Mr. E. O, Bickford a commis.
sion on the bonus granted by the Dominion
government to a railway which Mr, Bick-
ford had promoted and built, Mr. Camer-
on’s answer is that he did not make any
such attempt. The principal evidence on
which the opposition case rests is supplied

Bickford which appears to havebeen stolen
in transitu. Mr, Cameron says that this
letter contains a proposition regarding the
payment of a percentage of the government

has kept back the charge until the clesing
hours of the session, the reason he assigns

snbdds granted to Mr. Bickford’s line was

lowed the rule laid down with respest to
railroad subsidies in general, and ail that

flying in the face of departmental tice
and of ordinary business methods, ?erl:tcmd

crown within a few hours of his retirement
from office, and at a time when the admin-
istration to which belonged was functus
officii. There a reform memberard a re-
form minister are implicated in a question.
able transaction by which the country lost
a considerable sum of money. Here acon-
servative member is accused of wrong-
doing, but not with ministers or fellow-
members; nor is it alleged that the public
intereats have suffered by him in any man-
ner: The policy ot scandal-mongering
which the opposition have adopted, for

TERMS, $1.00 PER YEAR.
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pulpit on Sunday

land is to occupy the
evening next.

—n
VROOMANTON.
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—pn
VALENTIA.

[Correspondence of The Post.]

SHILOE SABBATH SCHOOL.—The annives-
sary of the above school will be held on
Sunday and Monday, June 13th and 14th.
On a sermon will he preached at 2
o’clock by Rev. R. Allin, after which a col-
lection will be taken upin aid of the school.
On Mondg, services will commence at 1
o'clock in Mr, T.G. Emmerson’s grove near
Scugog lake, etk

LIFFORD.

Pr mlccrzmondgno?oﬁi'rh? Pest.] -
CNIC.—A grand’ picnic is expected
take place in Mr, “fm. Waid’s groveon
the Sth con. on Saturday, June 3th, under
the auspices of the Ballyduff brass band,

when a splendid time 18 expected.

lI‘S"mux THRESEING, — Mr. me. Colvin
purchased a steam engine for

from the Joseph Hall M’tg Co., Osh.

awa, and intends to do quite a business

in threshing in the coming season.

HorseE Buying.—Mr, Cavanagh, a horse
buyer from Peterboro, was through this
Eut during the past week. He bought a

eavy draught team from Mr, Alex. Brad-
burn for the handsome sum of $350.

el e
OAKWOOD.
| Correspondence of The Post. ]

PERSONAL.—Rev. Messrs. Wilson and
McMullen left for conference, Mr. Wilson
on Monday via of Whitby and Mr. McMul.
len driving via his old home, Bethany. Mr,
Shaw will take Mr. McMullen’s appoint-
meants in the meantime....Mr. Mcllvaine
and family have arrived here and will oceu-
gy tl:: premises lately occupied by Wm.

assidy.

VisiTors.,—Mrs, Wilkinson, wife of Rev,
Mr. Wilkinson, spent a few days here,
staying at her brother’s, Dr. Jeffers...Mr.
D.Anderson, law student, Toronto, spent &
short vacation here...... Mrs. Calvin Gil-
bert, Toronto, spent a few days at her
mother’s, Mrs. Rilance....Mr. E, Cliff and
Mr. G. Anderson put in the 2{th in Toron-
to....Mrs. P. Anderson, widow, spent a
a few days visiting friends in Toronto
about the same time.

—_——
CANNINGTON.
[Correspondence of The Post.]

PAssED.—Mr. J. Vicars, son of the Rev,
Mr. Vicars of this town, has just passed
his examination as civil engineer and land
surveyor. We congratulate you, Jack....
Rev. Mr. Fallis who has for ths past year
been the junior minister of the C. M. church
of this place, has recently passed his final
examination and will hereafter be placed
in full charge of a circuit. Mr, Fallis has
made hosts of friends here, by his consis-
tentlifesnd unassumingmanners,and when
he leaves, a+ he must shortly do, the kind
wishes of the whole community will go
with him. 3

PeERrsONAL.—Dr. D. N. Csrmichael of
Mount Pleasant paid a short visit to his
friends here on Sunday last....Fred Fidd-
ler has again become a resident of Canning.
ton. Welcome back, Fred...... The salva-
tion army has a pretty new lady captain
who can sing like 3 nightingale.

““ THE MIRROR.”"—We are sorry that
Messrs, Cave and Chester of the ¢ Mirror”
newspaper have found it necessary to leave *
Cannington. They have removed to Sun-
derland. We wish them success in their
new fleld.

“CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.”—Your Sunder.
land correspondent fairly hugged himself
with delight a few weeks ago, as he describ-
ed in glowing terms how a number of the
“missing links” of his town changed the
wheels of a buggy which they found
in the shed of one of the hotels of
that place. According to the ideas of the
Sunderiand correspondent, a very praise-
worthy deed was done, butamong civilized
communities such deeds of infamy are usu-
ally cried down, but Sunderland evidently
‘‘giories in her shame.” We are inclined
to take a lenient view of the present case,
we-do-not believe the said ‘‘missing links”
intended to change the wheels; they found
the buggy, and being unvsed to see sucha
vehicle in their rural solitude, ‘‘fooled
around” until they got the wheels off; got
them mixed and never suspected they had
been changed till they saw the fact report-
ed in the Cannington Gleaner.

THE PRESBYTERIAN S. S. CONVENTION
on the 26th May, proved a decided success.
Very encouraging reports were received
from the various schoois within the bounds.
The addresses were well received, especial-
ly those delivered by the Rev. Mr. McEwan,
ltt;te surety of the provincial s. s. associa-

on,

CELEBRATING THE 2iTH.—Cannington
done itself proud on queen’s birthday. The
celebration tops off anything of the kind
ever attempted by the less important vil-
lages of this district. The day was usher-
ed in by the cannoniers, who charged up a
few biganvils and made more noise than
the Yanks are msaking over the fishe
question. We had the band of the 3%
battalion to furnish music and the mem-
bers turned out as early as the printers
generally go home the morning after;publis
cation night, and played loud and long,
Everybody came out in their best attire
and the streets looked gay and festive, A
big crowd flocked in from the country
round and the test interest was taken
in the various features of the program for
the day. During the morning we had a
lacrosse match between the ‘“Young Can-
adians,” our local club, and a junior club
from Uxbridge for a silver cup. The game
was a three-hour-play-as-you-please match
and the home team polished off their op-
mentn with three straights. Then we

during the afternoon a whole list of
games, which were worked offin the park,
every one s0 well that all events were
f‘l.o:ely disputed. Following is the prize

Half-mile—1 T. E. Henderson; 2 H. Barber.
Obatacle race—1 A. Maybee, 2 H. Barber.

200 yards race—1 John White, 2 W, White.
100 yards race—1 John White, 2 J. Ross.
Boye’ race, under 15 years—1 A, Maybee, 2 A

Hunrdle race—1 John Ross, 2 W. White.
%n@—l . Mathieson, 2W. White.
barrew race, blindfolded—1 J. White, 2
E. Barber.
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