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‘ No donbt,” replied Mrs. Van Horm,
With frigid dryness. ' Bu$ you must
d6 it all clone to.morrow, Ngplvis. [
have come to tell you wo. [ ofn have
fio part whatever in the pecing.
However it is chrried ott—wh you
bring Mea, Hollister faee to face with
her plebeian phrent of ne, [ shall be she
sent. [t i« true, [ necepted for the
loneh.  Bub T shal be itk as the et mo
menfc [ withdraw from the whole in-
genious plot: [ sha's sew the little
coup de thratre &8 all. T wish that [
conlds  You know I havs never forgiven
the refuest of aBy more thew
yott heve forgiven. . . well. some.
thing clee, my desr Kyleid  Bnt [ must
romsin sdoof | it is settleds there is no
“help for it."
Mre. Fee openied her big blsele eyes
very wide indeed.  © Have you lowt
ygour senses, Corneli®?" she queried,
with her grotesque unfailing drawl.

" What! After my wonderful meet
with Mra. ‘I'vining at the hospitad
After your exultant coneclusion that we
hied far better fix the stigma of  ingrsti-
treand desertion upon her shamelens
deechier with we wach publicity ae pos-

oot After onr  tatke, onr

meis, onf wnticipationn]  After aif
thiv, vort oré not going to.morrow! f
don’'t underatand: [ atn store thus Liausg

be decaming I
Lot me explaine then!' seid Mrs,

Shie 1ed puwed & soepons
mﬂcnmm
lister, Ix the mepuing she
mecting itm, She had 08 comfort to

ninister; ne repaestion to offer. The
mmmmmpea from her
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wfore. if recisely thes, the | sides in ew mattersof rpeculatio # he’s got from you never when only, : :
%““MG&‘ would Still. T am sure Le will lament the conld get. You know whatlmean—I've Thanking my many friends fo: their very liberal support in the past, and soliciting a continuancs, [
uite the samie; She would shise smong | downfall, if it really comes. He willdo goid you.” | am, yours traly,
germ;shcmmmm so for my sake, if for Do other rea- g, at once from the room,
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that he kifew ber indifference; bug he
wotld make the sing ventures of

woukd drif§ farther apart than they had
ever done ig recens months, but te the
ey6 of the world thers would be pe
severases. [¢ whe possible thet he
wotild vex her witls no mors reproaches.
It was probable that as time paased
he would forget thas he ever had any
repronches to offer.

hile Claire's reflectfons, gervonn sad

e

pleaanre in-the hope that sbem{nhc
drigle the rin rapifeur of success, She
simost felt like herself on her
knees and praying that the deliclons
cup might not forever be deshed from
her lips. 'To this stege had her
trinmphe browght her.

She was the same woman who had
made thove révolves of abstinencs and
reformution which her biographer has
already chronieled.  She was the same
| woman whose consclencs had amitten
| her with a-sense of and purer
things when the favewell of Thursten
warned her by sneh rémon-
straneé; and whent she found herself
confronting her father's placid temb
amid the solemnities of  (ireenwood.
And yet how abysmal was the differ-
enece hetween then and gew! The
chanée of radieal change in- henvt, aim
and ideal had been given her: but now
all thoneht of sneh change woke only &
willful, imperious disseng.  Her vinion
turied upon her own- soul to-day, and
showed ite inighty lapse from grace, ite
supine and und incapable droop. The
debaving xpell had been woven: what
counterspell was potentenongh to bresk
it?  Oceavional flashes of regret and
aspiration might woll aesail her spirts,
of of recognition that she had lost & high
contentment in gaining & low one. This
was nutured enongh. [t hae been aptly
put into metaphor that the saddest
plaee in Purgatory is that from which
the walls of Paradise ave visible, :

By four o'clock Hollister had net re~
turned. But Mre, Diggs had made her
appearanee instend, and Claire weleom-

{

wstil
They

more ¢ last night a¢ the opers. I
&0 smb”ll;’t wanted me to spesk with
more freedom of the disss-
ter. 1 should have asked him *'——

And then Clairs's distressed rumina-
tions wers cut shert by the quiet en-
t¥anee of her husband. The door of the
chamber had been ajar. Hollister
simply pushed it & littls farther o
anq crossed the threshold.

The duske had began, but it was still
far from making his fae iz any way ob-
seurs t6 her. As she looked at it,
while slowly rising from her chair, she
saw that it had never, te her knowledge,
PosE bt iy

¥é her, at ouce spo

* Have you heard ?" he said.

She felt hernelf gowcold. * What?” |

*Iuk;de;nad Fverythingh

‘“I'm out. F inghas gone.
I thengh you might have seen the even-
i . They are full of it. Of
course they don't know the real truth.
Some of them say that I have five 1nil-
lions hidden awny.” He langhed here,

aad the langh was bleak though low. |

**But I tell you the plain truth, Claire
=there’s nothi ?
best: den’t you think so?” |

He was » watching her as he |
thuw spoke, and the detected irony of his
wordn plerced her like a knife. \ wist- |
ful dintress was in thedrank bine of his
eyes ; they seemed to reftect from her
;ﬂ_wn spirit the wrong that she had done |
HM |

" Yen. Herbert," she amawered, still
keeping her seat. “ I think that the '
teath is ng: l;:g,"mﬂ l - |

A greas si is lips. He pug
both hands behind him,‘pam l n |
slowly Wcing the floor. with lowered
head. While thas engaged, he went on
speaking.

« [ can't think how [ ever shot up
Fdid. [ never was & very bright fei
at Dartmonth. I always had p

a8
low |
luek |

&#new set of faeulties, somehow. And
then ever liked me; I wan popu. |
la¥; that had a greas deal to do with ig, |
[ anp and & wonderful ran of |
Inck &% the start. And then there wrs |

The truth is |

roorn was io dimness by this time.
Claire alinost staggered to a lounge, and
sapk within i¢. His wild insult had

. dizzied her.
| He had not mesws & word of it. He
was tortured the thought that she
had never for him. He had used
the iirst fierce reprossh that his sorrow
, and exasperation could hit upon. He
went to his owm apartments, dressed,
aud then left the honse. He forgot that
he had not dined, but remembered only
that there might be seme sort of foriorn
financial hope discovered by a certain
assemblage of men less deeply involved
than himself, yet all sufferers ina similar
. WAy, which weuld take place that even-
at a popular hotel not far distant.
recollection of hawing suggested an
infidelity to Claise quite eseaped from
| his perturbed smk over-wrought brain.
- The piercing realizatiom that she had
pever loved him still continued its tor-
- ment. But he failed to recall that the
sarcasm-of big mood had ever
. bu at her the mume of Goldwin.
A kaock at the deor of the darkened
| room waked Claire from a kind of
stupor.. The lmock came from her maid,
;m it_acted with ht, “dnqusing.
| force. Lights were soon dinner;
that evening, was ordered to become s

‘*You may bring me some bouillon,
Marie,” Claire directed. *That, snd
pothing else.”

She drank the beverage when it was
brought, and changed her dress. The
glass showed her & pale but tranquil

‘I would beve clung
;;uggweht me,"” i
0
tells me
luxnry that I have lost.
Goldwin will come this evening

sure of it.”

kept ita heat well hidden.

I came to talk intimately with you,”
he at length said, **aud you treat me as
if we bad met once, semewhere, forabout
ten mioutes.”

J. W. WALLACGE.
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