
In the dear, dim, distant d a y s . . .

A LOOK INTO THE PAST AT BUSINESSES 
AND BOATS ON THE SCUGOG AT LINDSAY

A  fire  at th e W illis  m ilk  de­

pot last w e e k  re ca lled  th e fact 

that m any y e a rs  ago  K e n t street 

east and R idout s tre e t consti­

tu ted  L in d sa y ’s f irs t  business 

section, P u rd y ’ s M ills w a s a 

p io n eer in d u stry  on th e  Scugog

 R iver and fo r  a tim e close 

b y  w as a fo u n d ry  o p erated  by 

a citizen  ca lled  M ow ry. T h e 

la te  B ra d  M ow ry and  his sister 

w ill b e  rem em b ered  b y m any 

citizens. T h e fo u n d ry  was 

fou n d ed  b y  th is gen tlem an 's  

fa th er. T h e  sto re  a t R idout 

and Sim coe stree ts  has been 

in  business fo r  h a lf  a cen tu ry  

and is s till “ go in g stro n g ” . T h e 

la te  Sam  H ow e, tin sm ith, ow n­

ed and op erated  a tin sm ith  

shop o ff  R id ou t s tre e t and for 

m any y e a rs  W ilem a n 's  B ak ery  

w as in  b usin ess on K e n t street 
east

T h e  F itzsim m on s auto  b o d y  

in d u stry  w as c a rrie d  on f o r  
se v e ra l y e a rs  in  th e b u ild in g  or 

locatio n , n ow  o ccu p ied  b y  th e  

B oard  o f W o rk s dep artm en t.

T h e N e ed ley -F la v e lle  g r is t  

m ill w as on e o f th e la r g e s t  in ­

d u stries in th is p a rt o f O ntario 

and th e s ta f f  and em p lo yees 

n u m b ered  f i f ty  o r m ore. T h is 

firm  had an an n u al p icn ic  fo r  

em p lo yees and th e ir  fam ilies 

w hich w as a lso  open to the 

g e n e ra l public.

L a r g e  side-w heel steam ers 

carried  upw ards o f fo u r  h u n ­

d re d  peop le  to S tu rgeo n  P oin t

and b ack  and  a t tim es an extra  

b a rg e  w as tow ed  b y th e ste a m ­

e r  to c a rry  th e  la rg e  crow d.

L a te r  on th e g r ist m ill w as 

ta k e n  o ver b y  th e L in d sa y  

B re w e ry  C om pan y, ow n ed  and 

o p erated  b y  S ir  H en ry  P e lle tt 

o f  T o ro n to  w h o b u ilt th e  fa ­

m ous C asa L o m a, w h ich  is  still 

on e o f th e  s ig h ts o f  T oron to .

M any y e a rs  ago  L in d say 

boasted of h a vin g  one of th e  

finest b oat c lu b s in  E astern  

O n tario  and  th e c lu b  h a d  

q u arters in  a la r g e  fra m e  b u ild

ing on th e site  o f  th e  p rese n t 

W illis tran sp o rt b u ild in g. T h e  

c lu b  accom odation  exten d ed  

to th e ed ge o f th e S cu g o g  and 

m an y boats, can o es and  sa ilin g  

c ra ft  w e r e  sto red  a t th e  club. 

B o a tin g  w as one o f th e  p o p u la r 

sp orts and reg a tta s  w e re  held  

a t L in d sa y, at S tu rgeo n  P o in t 

and at P o rt P e rry .

L a te r  on as th e en thusiasm  

of th e  c lu b  fr a te rn ity  w aned,

W ith  th e a d v en t o f th e  

m otor car th e  b o atin g  b u sin ess 

b egan  to la g  and B o ttin g  fo u n d  

it  a d v is a b le  to  m ove to th e  

n o rth ern  p a rts  o f O n tario.

In re c e n t y e a rs  b o atin g  has 

com e b ack  in to  its ow n and 

m an y  h u n d red s of b oats o f  all 

ty p e s  and design s, som e d e ­

m an d in g fa b u lo u s p rice s, are 

to b e  seen  on th e  K a w arth a  

w a te rs . T h e b ig g e st m a jo rity  

o f th ese p le asu re  c ra ft  a rt 

m a n u fa ctu re d  in  P ete rb o ro .

th e c lu b  h o u se  w as p u rch ased  

b y  Jesse  P e rr in  w h o becam e 

w id e ly  kn ow n  fo r  th e  canoes 

h e m a n u fa ctu re d . T h e  P e rr in  

c ra ftsm a n sh ip  w as eq u a l to 

th a t fo u n d  a n y w h e re  e lse  in 

O n tario , T h e b u sin ess passed 

into  th e h an d s o f Sam  B o ttin g  

w h o in  his p rim e w a s also 

w id e ly  k n o w n  fo r  th e  b o a ts  he 

m a n u fa ctu red , p a rticu la rly  in 

la te r  y e a rs  fo r  h is b ea u tifu l 

yach ts .


