
.London, Jan. 17 (C P ). —  Many
Canadians attached to Lancaster 
bom ber squadrons w ere w ith  the 
attack in g  force  that sw arm ed over 
B erlin Saturday n igh t to send 
b lock -busting h igh explosives and 

 thousands o f incendiary bom bs 
''crashing into the Germ an capital. 
N o  R .C .A .F. a ircra ft took  part in 

the raid, h ow ­
ever.

L ike the re­
turning B rit­
ish a i r m a n  
the Canadians 
expressed  sui; • 
prise at the 
lightness o f  
r e s i s t a n c e  
o ffered  by the 
l\T;izis during ' 
the lon g  (rip j 
from  Britain .

“ K i e l  a n d ; 
 C ologne w ere .

.. , „  . a lo t  w orse ,” sai WO John•S.f. t f  Champion. , . , I

Patterson, of Bobcaygeon, Ont., a 
21-year-old  n avigator. “ W c have 
never taken  so lon g  over ou r bom b­
ing run as w c  did last n igh t, The 
flak  w asn 't bad and we saw  only  
one searchl ight,

P atterson , a .school teacher .In 
peacetim e, w as praised  h igh ly  by 
his skipper, an E nglish  sergeant, 
fo r  m anner in w hich he found 
the target despite h eavy  clouds.

“H e took us stra ight ov er  the 
target w ithout g ettin g  a p inpoint 
en route and we arrived  dead on ,” 
the sergeant said. “ It was so th ick  
all the way that y o u  cou ld n ’ t s ee l !  
an yth in g  to p inpoint on. It  was I 
3np='r navigation .”  \ I

F ou r lon g  strin gs Of inceri#taries 
w ere seen bu rn ing near the m arshal­
lin g  yards in the eastern  part o f 
B erlin  by  F it. Sgt. Jack  M cA voy  o f 

(’A neroid , Sask., w h o told  h ow  his 
llbom ber w as attacked  by  three n igh t 
fig h ters  ov er  the target area.

A fte r  th e  bom bs w ere released 
.the fig h ters  ju m p ed  on the tail o f  
the L ancaster and the b ig*bom ber? 
w as forced  into a  6,000-foot d ive  to 
shake them  off, said  ’M cA voy ; a 

.“ navigator. T he figh ters  pursued the: 
j L ancaster as it turned  fo r  h om i 
-a n d  the p ilot was forced  to loss 

j  9,000 feet m ore before  shaking them  
i  o f f  fo r  good.

“ T he defenses w eren ’ t, as s tiff ss  
we had expected ,”  M cA voy  con­
tinued. "O u r boys w ere  r igh t on 
track. W e passed an y  num ber o f  
L ancasters g o in g  in to  the target, as 
we w ere com in g  aw ay. W e  w en t in 
ourselves w ith  fou r  others in V  
form ation . I t  w asn ’ t p lanned, o f  
course, w e  ;just w en t in close to ­
geth er and  fou n d  ourselves in  fo r ­
m ation  w ith  oa r  k iie  leading. I 
believe w e  w ere  still in  form ation  
w hen w e bom bed.

“ W e w ere  lu ck y  to  see the target f 
as it  was thick all the w ay over,”  • 
M cA voy  said. “ I thought it was 
go in g  to be a disappointing trip 
but ov er  B erlin  the clouds opened 
righ t up fo r  us. 1 saw .th e  m arshal­
ling yards and fpur lon g  strin gs o f ; 
incendiaries in an #  around the 
yards. The fires hadn ’t  "Started* to 
take a g ood  hold, but w e w ere t h e r e 1 
early.”

O ther Canadian crew  .m em bers 
included Sgts. A rt Staves o f  W in ­
nipeg, H arry  Cham pion 1 o f  1228 
D overcou rt R oad, Toronto,£yE . G. 
D olby  o f  M ilton, Ont., M * F lem in g  • 
o f  D rinkw ater, Sask., and F it. Sgt. I 
R alph W oo ley  o f A lberni, B.C.

Berlin Defenses Poor, 
Canadian Fliers Find


