
First Frigate Built In Canada   April 5, 1944
Also First To Destroy U-Boat

H . M . C . S .  W A S K E S I U ,  f i r s t  f r i g a t e  e v e r  b u i l t  in C a n a d a .

L I E U T .  J A M " E S  F A R M E R ,  R C N V R ,  o f  W in d s o r ,  ( l e f t )  wel l  k n o w n  r u g b y  s ta r ,  is o n e  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  ab o a rd  
W a s k e s iu .  T h e  N u m b e r  O ne O er l ik o n  g u n  c re w  is p ic tu re d  a t  th e  r ight .  A . B .  T H O M A S  S T E P H E N S O N ,  M o u n t  
Denn is ,  is a t  th e  gwn w h i le  his  load e r ,  s ta n d in g  b e h in d ,  is A . B .  W I L L I A M  B O O T H ,  o f  W in d s o r .

London, A pril 5— W hile defending 
a valuable coiivgy.--i:n the N orth A t­
lantic recently. % e  frigate H M C S  
W askesiu attacked ',and  destroyed  a 
U-boat.

H.M.C.S. W askesiu w as th e 1- first 
frigate ever JjyJlt in a Canadian 
shipyard JS>he had been operating 
with a support, group in the North- 
Atlantic and. her captain. Lieut. 
Cmdr. James Philip  Fraser, R.C.N.R., 
o f H a l i f a x  K.J%.|).ad had his com ­
mand only 19 days w hen she m ade 
her k i l l  . ISJjce is  ..the first Canadian 
frigate to s ih j^ ^ ie r in f ln  submarine.

E a sk e s iu  c a r r ie d  o u t  a series of 
attacks WitH'ndepth' charges w,hich 
apparently-; 'rtiortally dam aged the ' 
U -boat, and fo rced  it to the surface.

The frigate illum inated the enem y 
with starshell and, in com pany with 
II.M.S. Nene opened fire. Hits 
.scored by the frigates prevented the 
crew  o f the U -boat from  m anning its 
guns and a few  m inutes later the en ­
em y sank stern first.

N ineteen su rv ivors w ere  p icked 
up. A s the prisoners w ere  taken 
dow n the gangw ay at a B ritish port, 
a Canadian seam an leaned over the 
rail and yelled : “ L et this be a lesson 
to you, Jerry. Y ou  better keep away 
from  the w ater."

G unner on the No. 1 O erlikon  gun 
w.as A b le  Seam an Thom as Stephen­
son o f M ount Dennis. His loader 
vtas A b le  Seam an W illiam  B ooth , o f 
'Windsor.------------------------ ^ n ,

“ I cou ld n ’ t tnjs.':! at that range," 
say a Stephenson. ‘ 'The sub was only 
a few  hundred yards aw ay from  us 
and w e closed  her at about 15' knots. 
She ay as a sitting duck, rea lly .”

O ne o f the officers aboard the 
W askesiu at the tim e o f the action 
was L ieut. Jim  Farm er, R.C.N.V.R., 
o f  W indsor on e-tim e U niversity of 
W estern O ntario a th lete .agd  a fo o t ­
ball star w ith the T oron to  A rgonaut 
team  in the 1939 season.

Lieut. Farm er jo iljed  the N avy as 
an ord in ary  'sefanjan- in July. 1940, 
was com m issioned a year later and 
w ent on loati im m ediately  to the 
R oyal N avy. - H e saw plenty  c f  
action all the w a y  betw een  Scotland, 

A ffiop ._____________


