
W in g  Cm dr. P eter  O 'B rien  o f T o ­
ron to , w h o hasn ’ t been, hom e since 
he jo in ed  the R .A .F . in. 1936, w o r ­
ried  m ore  than a trifle  about the 
p ossib ility  o f his never seein g  
Y onge S treet again , as he drifted  
aroun d  in  his d in g h y  close  to the 
F ren ch  coast, but he n eed n 't  have 
w orried , a Canadian P ress cable 
relates, Naval 
cra ft p icked  
up the Dis- 
t i n g  u.ished 
F lying Cross 
h o ld er j u s t  
8% h o u r s  
after he had 
hailed out o f 
h i s  R .A .F .
Sp itfire. H  e 
w as on ly  12 
m i l e s  of f  
Ushant w hen 
rescued. P eter 
is the son o f
G roup C a p -                    Wing Cm dr. O ’B rien .
tain G eoffrey
S. O ’B rien, com m an din g oSTieer o f 
a personnel reception  centre in 
E ngland. He started  o ff  on an eve­
n ing attack  on tw o enem y ships o ff  
the F ren ch  coast. H is plane was hit 
by  an ti-a ircra ft fire, and as he flew

at sea-level, g ly co l began strea m in g  
from  the engin e. VI

‘ ‘I clim bed  to about 1,000 feei-j 
rolled ov er  on m y back and bailee- 
out,,”  P eter  reported .

O ther p ilo ts  had reported  h is 
position , and w h en  air-sea rescue 
planes fa iled  to sp o t  h im  in. the 
gath erin g  darkness, the n a vy  was 
called in,

"T h e cra ft  steered so accurately  
if. nearly  ran m e dow n,” O ’Brien, 
said o f  the rescue, "M a gn ificen t is 
the on ly  w ord  for such  navigation  
and I was hom e fo r  breakfast."

P eter  attended T rin ity  C ollege  
and U n iversity  o f  T oron to  Schools 
before  leaving  fo r  the Royal A ir 
F orce  in 1936, A t the age o f  25, he 
w as the you n gest Canadian w ing  
com m ander to hold that, ran k  op er­
ationally . •
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