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The designer is shown at the console of one of the
organs, which he plans to begin producing com-

asement Worksho

erves As Custom

What started out to be a
childhood hobby may vet
blossom into a lucrative en-
terprise for a 33 - year - old
Hamilton man. 11

He is English - born Neil
Shaw who emigrated to Can-
ada nine years ago. An em-
plovee in the electronic tube
division at Westinghouse, he
now lives in Aldershot.

master and his great grand-
father was both choir master,
organist and composer of
hymns.

SINCE EARLY {*hilﬁhnnﬁ.

“My first wventure at mak-
ing one was unsuccessful,” he
confesses, ‘‘due to lack of
technical knowledge."

In 1956, however, the ‘‘old
flair'’ came back to life. *In

Canada I earned the money
which 'l needed for experi-
menting,”’ he said.

The major problem he

pleasure and satisfaction,” he
took - a2 year to complete his
first electronic organ which
is being used temporarily in
an Aldershot church.
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work-room bench. ““And I had
all the cleaning to do!" said
Mrs. Shaw.

Professional musicians who
saw the organ were amazed
at both the originality of de-
sign and construction. They
agreed that “it plays like a
pipe organ and sounds like
one.” They were amazed, too,
““at the pipe organ realism

it."”" He found the prospects
promising.

HIS THIRD “full church-
sized organ” is just finished.
It is to replace his first on

-

e

In Aldershot
Factory

“For an electronic organ,
it is unusual,’"’ Mr. Shaw ex-
plains. The latest oak-stained
organ has 46 stops, 184 tubes,
f separate amplifying sys-
tems, 12 pre-set buttons, 26
speakers and a total power
output of 240 watts.

How much time did
he spend on it? ‘“Well, work-
ing one year, six days a week

. : Mr. Shaw traces his |In faced was to find the cor- achieved. withdan aveﬁlge of four hours
' intri il i terest in music to his family  pect eircuits in organ con- “The idea to build for com- per day. in my spare
Mr. Shaw displays the intricate wiring system in a custom-made organ. Backeraund s HiEather is' 8.\ geoeuet s mrse 1m--:jgh-ed e\ iierolal -uas dawnad. on me: time.” And the Cost? “$4700.
. choir master in England; his  ponths of research. says Mr. Shaw, “when my Of course, on the retaﬂ”mar-

grandfather was also a choir “Working for my own musician friends suggested ket it will fetch $10,000.

MR, SHAW CLAIMS to be
the “only one who builds
custom-commercial electronic
organs in Canada,”. That
means, according to church

Mr. Shaw was interested n FOR MRS. SHAW those loan to an Aldershot church. or private specifications.

organs. He wanted to build yo.e {rving days. Their This time, he used the base- What of his future plans’

one himself. apartment  kitchen  table ment of his new home for a To find a work shop and go
(prior to moving to Alder- work shop; much to the re- into commercial produc-
shot) was converted to a lief of his wife. tion.



